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“O LORD, revive Your work.”
Habakkuk 3:2.

ALL true religion is pre-eminently the work of Goll.He should select out of His works that which
He esteems most of all, He would select true m@tigHe regards the works of grace as being evee mor
glorious than the works of nature; and He is thaeelespecially careful that this fact shall alwags
known, so that, if any dare to deny it, they sldallso in the teeth of repeated testimonies that i&od
indeed the Author of salvation in the world andthe hearts of men, and that religion is the eftdct
grace, and is the work of God. | believe the Etenmight sooner forgive the sin of ascribing theatien
of the heavens and the earth to an idol, thandhascribing the works of grace to the efforts loé t
flesh, or to anyone but Himself. It is a sin of dreatest magnitude to suppose that there is amgythi
the heart which can be acceptable to God, saventhish He Himself has first created there. When |
deny God’s work in creating the sun, | deny onéhtrbut when | deny that He works grace in the thear
| deny a hundred truths in one; for, in the depfathat one truth that God is the Author of goodhe
souls of men, | have denied all the doctrines winake up the great articles of faith, and | haveiru
direct opposition to the whole testimony of Sackedipture. | trust, beloved, that many of us hagerb
taught that, if there is anything in our souls whaan carry us to heaven, it is God’s work, andreno
ver, that if there is anything that is good ande#ent found in His Church, it is entirely God’s ko
from first to last. We firmly believe that it is @owvho quickens the soul which was dead, positively
“dead in trespasses and sins;” that it is God wlamtains the life of that soul, and God who consum-
mates and perfects that life in the home of thedad, in the land of the hereafter. We ascribeimgtio
man, but all to God. We dare not for a moment thivédt the conversion of the soul is effected either
its own efforts or by the efforts of others; we tnthat there are means and agencies employed by God
but we also hold most firmly that the work is, frate alpha to its omega, wholly the Lord’s. We be-
lieve, therefore, that we are right in applying ¢ext to the work of divine grace, both in the hezr
man and in the Church at large; and we think treatan have no subject more appropriate for our con-
sideration than the prayer of the text: “O Lordjive Your work.”

Trusting that the Spirit of God will help me, lathendeavor to apply the text, firsh, our own souls
personally, and, thento the state of the Church at large, for it greatly needs that the Lord should revive
His work in its midst.

l. First, then, | will apply the text TO OUR OWN SOUIFERSONALLY.

In this matter, we should begin at home. We tderoflog the Church, when the whip should be laid
on our own shoulders. We drag the Church, likelassal culprit, to the altar; we bind her handg,fas
and try to execute her at once; or, at least, ne flault with her where there is none, and maghdy
little errors, while we too often forget our own perfections. Let us, therefore, commence with our-
selves, remembering that we are a part of the @hared that our own want of revival is in some meas
ure the cause of that want in the Church at ldrdeectly charge the great majority of professigris-
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tians in these days—and | take the charge to mgssd—with a need of revival of piety. | shall ldne
charge very peremptorily, because | think | havenalant grounds to prove it. | believe that the nudss
nominal Christians in this age need a revival; mnydreasons are these.

In the first place, look ahe conduct of too many who profess to be the children of Godl be-
comes any man who occupies the pulpit to flatterh@arers, and | shall not attempt to do so. Thle ev
lies with those who unite themselves with Christidwurches, and then practically protest against the
own profession. It has become very common, nowaday®in a church; go where you may, you find
professing Christians who sit down at some Lorddbl€ or other; but are there fewer cheats tharether
used to be? Are there less frauds committed? Dbnaemorality more prevalent? Do we find vice en-
tirely at an end? No, we do not. The age is as imhas any that preceded it; there is still as maioh
although it is more cloaked and hidden. The outsitiehe sepulcher may be whiter; but within, the
bones are just as rotten as before, society isonetwhit improved. Those men who, in our popular
magazines, give us a true picture of the stateooidbn life, are to be believed and credited, feyttdo
not stretch the truth—they have no motive for smgpand the picture which they give of the immaoral
ty of this great city is positively appalling. & a huge criminal, full of sin; and | fearlesslgead that if
all the profession in London were true professibmjould not be nearly such a wicked place as;ittis
could not be, by any manner of means.

My brethren, it is well known—and who dares deilo is not too partial, and who will not speak
willful falsehood—it is well known that it is nohithese days a sufficient guarantee even of a man’s
honesty that he is a member of a church. It isrd tlang for a Christian minister to say, but | rhaay
it; someone must say it, and if friends do notisagnemies will; and it is better that the trutiosld be
spoken in our own midst, that men may see thatr&ashamed of it, than that they should hear us im-
pudently deny what we must know to be true. O ghs, lives of too many members of Christian
churches give us grave cause to suspect thatitheome of the life of godliness in them at all! y\hat
reaching after money, why that covetousness, wayfthilowing of the crafts and devices of a wicked
world, why that clutching here and grasping thénat grinding of the faces of the poor, that tregdi
down of the workmanand such like things, if men are truly what thegfpss to be? God in heaven
knows that what | speak is true, and too many kamv it themselves. If they are Christians, atteas
they want revival; if there is any spiritual life them, it is but a spark that is covered up wehgs of
ashes; it needs to be fanned, yes, and it nedols stirred also, that perhaps some of the asheshmay
removed, and the spark may have a place to live.

The Church as a whole needs revival in the persdriss members. The members of Christian
churches are not what they once were. It is fastiento be religious now; persecution is taken away
and, ah! | had almost said that the gates of theré@hwere taken away with it. The Church has, with
few exceptions, no gates now; persons come in anoug of it, just as they would march through St.
Paul’'s Cathedral, and make it a very place ofitaifistead of regarding it as a select and saspet| to
be apportioned to the holy of the Lord, and togkeellent of the earth, in whom is God'’s delighthis
is not true, you know how to treat it; you need oohfess to sin you have not committed; but iBit i
true, and true in your case, oh, humble yourselveter the mighty hand of God; ask Him to search and
try you, that if you are not His child, you may lelped to renounce your profession, lest it shbeldo
you, but the gaudy pageantry of death, and meseltemd baubles in which to go to hell. If you His,
ask that He may give you more grace, that you nindon these faults and follies, and turn to Him
with full purpose of heart, as the effect of a vexd godliness in your soul.

Again, wherethe conduct of professing Christians is consistent, let metaskquestion, does ntite
conversation of many a professor lead us either to doubt theligeness of his piety, or else to pray that
his piety may be revived? Have you noticed the eosation of too many who think themselves Chris-
tians? You might live with them from the first ainlary to the end of December, and you would never
be tired of their religion by what you would heditoThey scarcely mention the name of Jesus €htis
all. On Sabbath afternoon, all the ministers alleethover; faults are found with this one and tkigeg
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and conversation takes place, which they call ialigy because it is concerning religious places and
Christian people; but do they ever—

“Talk of all He did, and said,

And suffered for us here below;

The path He marked for us to tread,

And what He’s doing for us now”?
Do you often hear the question addressed to yogohy Christian brother, “Friend, how does your soul
prosper?” When we step into each other’s housewsedbegin to talk concerning the cause and truth of
God? Do you think that God would now stoop fromvegato listen to the conversation of His Church,
as once He did, when it was said, “The Lord heagllemand heard it, and a book of remembrance was
written before Him for them that feared the Lorddahat thought upon His name”? | solemnly declare,
as the result of thorough and, I trust, impartiaservation, that the conversation of Christiansieni
cannot be condemned on the score of morality, ofteh be condemned on the score of Christianity.
We talk too little about our Lord and Master.

That ugly word “sectarianism” has crept into oudst, and we must say nothing about Christ now,
because we are afraid of being called sectariamdl, Wethren, | am a sectarian, and hope to hdldo
die, and to glory in it; for | cannot see, nowadahsat a man can be a Christian, thoroughly in &stin
without winning for himself the title. Why, we musbt talk of this doctrine, because, perhaps, such
one disbelieves it; we must not mention such-araifrsal truth in Scripture because such-and-such a
friend doubts or denies it; and so we drop all gheat and grand topics which used to be the staple
commodities of godly talk, and begin to speak ofthimg else because we feel that we can agreerbette
on worldly things than we can on spiritual. Is tloat the truth? And is it not so common a sin with
some of us, that we have need to pray unto God,d'd, revive Your work in my soul, that my conver-
sation may be more Christ-like, more seasoned sath) and more pleasing to the Holy Spirit”?

My third remark is, that there are some whose gohi$ all that we could wish, whose conversation
is for the most part as becomes the gospel of Clamsl savory of truth; but even they will conféssa
third charge, which | must now sorrowfully bringaagst them and against myself, namely, thate is
too little real communion with Jesus Christ. If, thanks to divine grace, we are enabled to ka@pcon-
duct tolerably consistent, and our lives unblentslyet how much have we to cry out against ourselve
because of our lack of that holy fellowship witlsJdg which is the mark of the true child of God! thre
ren, let me ask you how long it is since you haxe & love-visit from Jesus Christ—how long sinca yo
could say, “My Beloved is mine, and | am His; Heds among the lilies.” How long is it since He
brought you into His banqueting house, and His baorer you was love? Perhaps some of you will be
able to say, “It was but this morning that | sawri beheld His face with joy, and was ravishedhwit
His countenance.” But | fear the most of you wile to say, “Ah, sir; for months | have been withou
the shining of His countenance!” What have you bé&ng, then, and what has been your way of life?
Have you been groaning every day? Have you beepingevery minute? “No.” Then you ought to
have been. | cannot understand how your piety eaof lany very brilliant order, if you can live wiht
the sunlight of Christ, and yet are happy.

Christians will sometimes lose the realizationJesus; the connection between themselves and
Christ will be at times severed, as to their ownsmous enjoyment of it; but they will always grcard
cry when they lose that presence. What! Is Chosir\Brother, and does He live in your house, artd ye
you have not spoken to Him for a month? | feareahsilittle love between you and your Brother,aluy
have had no conversation with Him for so long. WkatChrist the Husband of His Church, and has she
had no fellowship with Him for all this time? Bre#m, let me not condemn you, let me not even judge
you, but let your own conscience speak. Mine shall so shall yours. Have we not too much forgotten
Christ? Have we not lived too much without Him? Eave not been content with the world, instead of
desiring Christ? Have all of us been like thatdigwe lamb that did drink out of its master’s capd
feed from his table, and lie in his bosom? Havenakrather been content to stray upon the mountains
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feeding anywhere but at home? | fear that manyhefttoubles of our heart spring from lack of com-
munion with Jesus. Not many of us are the kind ehirwho, living with Jesus, learn His secrets. Oh,
no! We live too much without the light of His coentince, and are too content when He is gone from
us. Let us, then, each of us—for | am sure we leaah of us need, in some measure—put up the pray-
er, “O Lord, revive Your work.” Ah! | think | heamne professor saying, “Sir, | need no revival in my
heart; | am everything | wish to be.” Down on ydumees, my brethren, down on your knees, and plead
for him! He is the man who most needs to be prdgedHe says that he needs no revival in his Jout;

he needs a revival of humility, at any rate. Ifsupposes that he is all that he ought to be, ahe if
knows that he is all he wishes to be, he has veagmmotions of what a Christian is, or of what ai€h
tian should be, and very untrue ideas concerningséif. Those are in the most hopeful condition,that
while they know they need reviving, yet groan uniheir present sad state, and pray to the Lor@+o r
vive them.

Now | think | have in some degree substantiatedchirge—I fear with too-strong arguments; so
now let us notice that the text has something whiich | trust that each of us has. There is ndy an
evil implied in these words, “O Lord, revive Yourovk;” but there is an evil evidently felt. You see,
Habakkuk knew how to groan about it. “O Lord,” lzéds “revive Your work.” Ah! We many of us need
reviving, but few of us feel that we need it. Itasblessed sign of life within when we know how to
groan over our departure from the living God. leasy to find by hundreds those who have thus tlepar
ed, but you must count by ones and twos those wilogvihow to groan over their departure. The true
believer, however, when he discovers that he nemdgal, will not be happy; he will begin at ondeat
incessant and continuous strain of cries and gredmsh will at last prevail with God, and bring the
blessing of revival down. He will, days and nigimsuccession, cry, “O Lord, revive Your work.”

Let me mention some groaning times, which will @ occur to the Christian who needs revival. |
am sure he will always groawhen he looks upon what the Lord did for him of old. When he recollects
the Mizars and the Hermons, and those places vihereord appeared of old to him, saying, “I have
loved you with an everlasting love,” | know he wikver look back to them without tears. If he isatvh
he should be as a Christian, or if he thinks heoisin a right condition, he will always weep whea
remembers God’s loving-kindness of old. Whenever gbul has lost fellowship with Jesus, it cannot
bear to think of “the chariots of Amminadib.” It @t endure to remember the King's banqueting
house, for it has not been there for so long; cemith does think of them, it says—

“Where is the blessedness | knew

When first | saw the Lord?

Where is the soul-refreshing view

Of Jesus and His Word?

What peaceful hours | then enjoyed!

How sweet their memory still!

But now | find an aching void

The world can never fill.”
When one who is in this state hears a sermon wieieltes the glorious experience of the believer who
is in a healthy condition, he puts his hand upenheiart, and says, “Ah! Such was my experience;once
but those happy days are gone. My sun has setthasé stars which once lit up my darkness are all
guenched; oh, that | might again behold my Lord! tht | might once more see His face! Oh, for ¢hos
sweet visits from on high! Oh, for the grapes oiéed once more!” If this is your condition, my frid,
you will sit down and weep by the rivers of Babylgou will mourn when you remember your goings
up to Zion when the Lord was precious to you, wHenlaid bare His heart, and was pleased alsolto fil
your heart with the fullness of His love. Such tameill be groaning times, when you “remember the
years of the right hand of the Most High.”

Again, to a Christian who needs revivaidinances will be also groaning times. He will go up to the
house of God, but he will say to himself when hmes away, “Ah! How changed it all is! When | once
went with the multitude that kept holy day, evergrdwas precious. When the song ascended, my soul
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had wings, and up it flew to its nest above thesstahen the prayer was offered, | could devoudly, s
“Amen.” The preacher now preaches as he did betord,my brethren are as profited as they used to
be, but the sermon is dry and dull to me. | findfawat with the preacher; | know the fault is in seyf.

The song is just the same—as sweet the melodyyur@stpe harmony; but ah! My heart is heavy; my
harp strings are broken and | cannot sing.” SoGheastian will return from those blessed means of
grace, sighing and sobbing, because he knows htswewival. More especially at the Lord’s Supper,
he will think, when he sits at the table, “Oh! Wisaasons of communion | once had here! In breaking
the bread and drinking the wine, my Master was rbtetsedly present.” He will remind himself how
his soul was lifted even to the seventh heaven tla@duilding became to him “the house of God, and
the gate of heaven.” “But now,” he says, “It isybkead, and dry bread, to me. It is simply wingj a
tasteless wine, with none of the sweets of paradise | drink, but it is all in vain, for | haveo pre-
cious thoughts of Christ. My heart is so heavy thaiill not rise; my soul cannot heave a thoughtre
half way to Him!” And then the Christian will begto groan again, “O Lord, revive Your work.”

Those of you who know that you are in Christ, tvhib feel that you are not in a healthy spiritual
condition, because you do not love Him enough, lagee not that faith in Him which you desire to
have, | would just ask you this—Do you groan oy@rAre you groaning over it now? When you feel
that your heart is empty, is it, “an aching void¥hen you see that your garments are stained, are yo
ready to wash those garments with tears if thatldvda any good? When you realize that your Lord is
gone, do you hang out the black flag of sorrow, aryl “O my Jesus, my precious Jesus, are You gone
forever?” If you can, then | bid you do it; and m@gd be pleased to give you grace to continue tid do
until a happier era shall dawn in the reviving ofiy soul!

| remark, in the last place, upon this point, ttmet soul, when it is really brought to feel itsrosad
estate, because of its declension and departure &od, isnever content without turning its groaning
into prayer, and without addressing the prayer to the right gmatO Lord, revive Your work.” Some
of you, perhaps, will say, “Sir, | feel my needre¥ival; | intend to set to work this very aftermyas
soon as | shall retire from this place, to reviwesoul.” Do not say it; and above all things, da tng to
do it, for you will never do it. Make no resolut®as to what you will do; your resolutions will @ex-
tainly be broken as they are made, and your bro&solutions will but increase the number of youmssi
| exhort you, instead of trying to revive yoursetf,offer prayer to God. Say not, “I will revive s8if,”
but cry, “O Lord, reviveYour work.” And let me solemnly tell you, you have nat yelt what it is to
decline, you do not yet know how sad is your estatigerwise you would not talk of reviving yourself
If you did know your own position, you would as soexpect to see the wounded soldier on the battle-
field heal himself without medicine, or convey hetido the hospital when his limbs are shot away, a
you would expect to revive yourself without theghef God. | bid you not do anything, nor seek to do
anything until first of all you have addressed JethoHimself by mighty prayer, and have cried o@, “
Lord, revive Your work.” RemembgHe that first made you must keep you alive; andiée has kept
you alive can alone impart more life to you. Het thas preserved you from going down to the pit,nwhe
your feet have been sliding, can alone set younagpon the rock, and establish your goings. Begin,
then, by humbling yourself, giving up all hope etiving yourself as a Christian, but also begiorate
with earnest supplication to God, saying, “O Lonhat | cannot do, You do! O Lord, revive Your
work!”

Christian brethren | leave these matters with y®ive them the attention they deserve. If | have
erred, and in anything judged you too harshly, Gloall forgive me, for | have meant it honestly; But
have spoken truly, lay it to your hearts, and tywar houses into a Bochim. Weep as in the oldee,tim
men apart, and women apart, husbands apart, are$ @part. Weep, weep, my brethren, for it is a sad
thing to depart from the living God. Weep, and nieybring you back to Zion, that you may one day
return like Israel, not with weeping, but with sengf everlasting joy!
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II. And now | come to the second part of the subjeggnuwhich | must be more brief. In THE
CHURCH ITSELF, taken as a body, this prayer oughteé one incessant and solemn liturgy: “O Lord,
revive Your work.”

In the present era, theredssad decline of the vitality of godliness. This age has become too much
the age of form, instead of the age of life. | ddwe hour of life from this day one hundred yeays,a
when there was laid the first stone of this buidin which we now worship God. Then was the day of
life divine, and of power sent down from on highodshad clothed Whitefield with power; he was
preaching with a majesty and a might of which oaeld scarcely think mortal could ever be capable;
not because he was anything in himself, but bechiss®aster girded him with strength. After White-
field, there was a succession of great and holy; imeihnow, sirs, we have fallen upon the dregsmoét
Men are the rarest things in all this world; we haeedly any men in the government to conduct our
politics, and we have scarcely any men in relige have thehings that perform their duties, as they
are called; we have the good, and, perhaps, theshtimngs, who, in the regular routine go on |dleek
horses with their bells, in the old style; but nvamo dare to be singular, because to be singulgener-
ally to be right in a wicked world, are not verymyan this age. Compared even with the Puritan sime
where are our divines? Could we marshal togetheiHowes and our Charnocks? Could we gather to-
gether such names as | might mention about fiftg #me? | think not. Nor could we bring together
such a galaxy of grace and talent as that whichediately followed Whitefield. Think of Rowland
Hill, Newton, Toplady, and numbers of others whamet would fail me to mention. They are gone;
their venerated dust rests in the grave; wherettaie successors? Ask where, and echo shall reply,
“Where?” God has not yet raised them up, or, iffde done so, we have not yet found out where they
are.

There is, nowadays, much preaching; but how aftén done? The preacher says, “O Lord, help
Your servant to preach, and teach him by Your Swihiat to say!” Then out comes the manuscript, and
he reads it! We have other preaching of this ories;speaking very beautifully and very finelyggsi-
bly eloquently, in a sense; but where is there sash preaching as Whitefield’'s? Have you ever read
one of his sermons? You will not think him eloquemu cannot think so. His expressions were rough,
frequently unconnected; there was very much dediamabout him, it was a great part indeed of his
speech; but wherein lay his eloquence? Not in tbedgvhe uttered, but in the tones in which he deliv
ered them, in the earnestness with which he sgoka,tin the tears which ran down his cheeks, and in
the pouring out of his very soul. The reason whyas eloquent was just what the wonéans, he was
eloquent because he spoke right out from his hearigaused the truth to flow out of the innermost
depths of his soul. When he spoke, you could seeh® meant what he said; he did not speak like a
mere machine, but he preached what he felt todértith, and what he could not help preachingolif y
had heard him preach, you could not have helpdthfethat he was a man who would die if he could
not preach, and that with all his might he calleanten, “Come to Jesus Christ, and believe on Him.”

That kind of preaching is just the lack of theseets; where is earnestness now? It is neitheren th
pulpit nor yet in the pew, in such a measure aslegre it; and it is a sadad age when earnestness is
scoffed at, and when that very zeal which oughbdahe prominent characteristic of the pulpit is re
garded as enthusiasm and fanaticism. | pray Godake us all such fanatics as most men laugh db, suc
enthusiasts as many despise. To my mind, it igtbatest fanaticism in the world to go to hell, &mel
worst folly upon earth to love sin better than tegfusness; and | think that they are anything &t
ics who seek to obey God rather than man, andl@afcChrist in all His ways. To me, one sad proof
that the Church needs revival is the absence bostllamn earnestness which was once seen in @nristi
pulpits.

The absence of sound doctrine is another proof of our want of revival. We camtiyack to the rec-
ords of our Puritan forefathers, to the Articlesled Church of England, and to the preaching ofté/hi
field, and we can say of their doctrine, it is trexy thing we love; and the doctrines which werenth
uttered are—and we dare to say it everywhere—thg seame doctrines that we proclaim now. But be-
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cause we proclaim them, we are thought singularstnraghge; and the reason is, because sound doctrine
has to a great degree been abandoned. It beghis wdy. First of all, the truths were fully belel; but
the angles of them were taken off a little. Theister believed in election, but he did not usewioed

for fear it should, in some degree disturb the equay of the deacon in the green pew in the carhier
believed that all were by nature depraved, butilendt say so positively, because, if he did, thveas a
lady who had subscribed so much to the chapel winddwnot come again; so that, while he surely did
believeit, and did preach it in some sense, he roundefd & little. Afterwardsit came to this, ministers
said, “We believe these doctrines, but we do nioktthem profitable to preach to the people. They a
quite true; free grace is true; the great doctrimfegrace that were preached by Christ, by PaulAly
gustine by Calvin, and down to this age by their successoestrue; but they had better be kept back—
they must be very cautiously dealt with; they ageyvhigh and dreadful doctrines, and they mustoeot
preached; we believe them, but we dare not speak thut.” After that, it came to something worse;
they said within themselves, “Well, if these dawts will not do for us to preach, perhaps theynarte
true at all;” and going one step further, they dad actually say so, perhaps, but they began tothat
they were not true; arttien they went on to preach something which theywas the truth; and now, if
they could, they would cast us out of the synagpgsef they were the rightful owners of it, and we
were the intruders. So they have gone from baddsey and if you read the standard divinity of this
age, and the standard divinity of Whitefield’s dggu will find that the two cannot by any possilyilbe
made to agree together. We have, nowadays, whatlesl a “new theology.” New theology? Why, it is
anything but arheology; it is an ologywhich has cast out God and enthroned man; it islttotrine of
man, not the doctrine of the everlasting God. Tioees we need a revival of sound doctrine once more
in the midst of the land.

And the Church at large also needeevival of downright earnestness in its members. You are not
the men to fight the Lord’s battles yet; you hawe the earnestness, the zeal, which the childreaoaf
had once. Your forefathers were oak men; but yeunallow men. Our people, what are they, many of
them? Strong in doctrine when they are with strdagtrine men; but they waver when they get with
others, and they alter as often as they change ¢bepany; they are sometimes one thing, and some-
times another. They are not the men to go to takestand die for the truth; they are not the men wh
know how to die daily, and so are ready for dedtlenever it comes.

Look at our prayer meetings, with only here areteha bright exception. There are, possibly, six ol
women present; scarcely ever do enough male mensbers to pray four times. Prayer meetings they
are calledspare meetings they ought to be called, for sparely ehcarg they attended. And very few
there are who go to our fellowship meetings, oang other meetings that we have to help one another
in the fear of the Lord. Are they attended at alttzey should be? | would like to see a newspapet-p
ed somewhere, containing a list of all the persehns went to those meetings during the week in dny o
our chapels. Ah! My friends, if they should compral the Christians in London, you might find tlaat
very few chapels would hold them all. We have rayhestness, we have not life, as we once had; if we
had, we would be called worse names than we are wewvould have viler epithets thrown at us, if we
were more true to our Master; we should not havthiesdgs quite so comfortable, if we served God bet
ter. We are getting the Church to be an institubour land—an honorable institution; some thin& i
grand thing when the Church becomes an honoralsigtution, but it shows that the Church has
swerved from the right course when she begins teelbg honorable in the eyes of the world. She must
still be cast out, she must still be called ewild astill be despised, until that day when her Lshéll
honor her because she has honored Him—when Helslradr her, even in this world, in the day of His
appearing.

Beloved, do you think it is true that the Chur@eds reviving? Yes, or no? “No,” you say; “at least
not to the extent that you suppo¥¢e think the Church is in a good condition. We are amoiong those
who cry ‘The former days were better than theseetrhaps you are not; you may be far wiser than we
are, and therefore you are able to see those wasigns of goodness which are to us so small tkeat w

Volume 44 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 7




8 Spiritual Revival, The Want of the Church Serm@s98

are not able to discover them. You may supposetiigaChurch is in a good condition; if so, of caurs
you cannot sympathize with me in preaching fromhsaidext, and urging you to use such a prayer as
this, “O Lord, revive Your work.” But there are etls of you who frequently cry, “The Church needs
reviving.” Let me bid you, instead of grumblingyatur minister, instead of finding fault with theffer-
ent parts of the Church, to cry, “O Lord, reviveuravork.” “Oh!” says one, “that we had another min-
ister! Oh, that we had another kind of worship! @tat we had a different sort of preaching!” Jusifa
that were all; but my prayer is, “Oh, that the Levduld come into the hearts of the men you have! Oh
that He would make the forms you use to be fulpoiver!” You do not want fresh ways or new ma-
chinery; you wantife in those that you have. There is an engine ondlway; but the train will not
move. “Bring another engine,” says one, “and anpthed another.” The engines are brought, but the
train does not stir. Light the fire and get up ste#hat is what you want; not fresh engines. Wendb
need fresh ministers, or fresh plans, or fresh widnymigh many might be invented, to make the Church
better; we only want life and fire in those we hawath the very man who has emptied your chapel, th
self-same person that brought your prayer meetimg God can yet make the chapel to be crowded to
the doors, and give thousands of souls to that mem. It is not a new man that is wanted; it islifee
of God in him. Do not be crying out for somethingan it will no more succeed of itself than what you
have. Cry, “O Lord, revive Your work.”

| have noticed, in different churches, that thaister has thought first of this contrivance, ttoén
that. He tried one plan, and thought that wouldcsad; then he tried another, but that was no good.
Keep to the old plan, my friend, but seek to gt iinto it! We do not want anything new; “the ol i
better,” let us keep to it; but we want life in tbkl. “Oh!” men cry, “We have nothing but the skiell
and they are going to give us a new shell. No, sieswill keep the old one, but we will have thie lin
the shell; we will have the old plans, but we mostgelse we will throw the old away, have the ifghe
old. Oh, that God would give us life! The Churclede fresh revivals. Oh, for the days of Cambuslang
again, when His Word was preached with power! @hthe days when, in this place, hundreds were
converted under Whitefield’s sermons! It has beeawkn that two thousand credible cases of conver-
sion have happened under one solitary discourskfoDthe age when eyes would be strained, and ears
would be ready to receive the truth of God, andmimen would drink in the Word of life, as it is in-
deed the very water of life which God gives to dysouls! Oh, for the age of deep feeling—the age of
thorough-going earnestness! Let us ask God fdetitys plead with Him for it. Perhaps He has th@ma
or the men somewhere who will yet shake the wagokthaps even now He is about to pour forth a
mighty influence upon man, which shall make the IChwas wonderful in this age as it ever was in any
age that has passed. God grant it, for Christ’'s!saken.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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