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“Who gave Himself for our sins that He might deliveis from this present evil world, according
to the will of God and our Father: to whom be glofgrever and ever. Amen.”
Galatians 1:4, 5.

THE apostle Paul, in his writings, is notable foe fact that he scarcely ever mentions the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ without pausing to praiseldasis Him. There are many benedictions and hallelu
jahs in Paul’'s Epistles which might have been aditto far as the run of the sense is concernedhdbut
one of them could be omitted because his hearseagylow with love to his Divine Master that heyonl
needed to mention that dear name, and out burgiraiises in a second! Brethren, let us all trydegka
heart like the apostle’s—so full of love to Chrikat we have only to come across His track, and we
shallhat once fall down and worship and adore Himupon the wings of holy love mount up nearer to
His throne.

| am quite sure that when Paul was writing the i the Galatians, he was eager to get at his
task. The Galatians had turned aside from the gagp8od’s grace, and Paul was in dead earnest to
bring them back to the grand truth of the doctohsalvation and justification by faith in Christe was
burning to get at his work of trying to win themckao the old paths, but it seemed necessary amd co
teous to begin with a salutation. In that salutati@curred the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, §0 of
went the apostle! Earnest as he was to get topeia subject on which he was about to write,die f
that he must tarry a while, and write a little be thonor of his Divine Master. So we read, “graedd
you and peace from God the Father, and from oud Uesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that
He might deliver us from this present evil worldcarding to the will of God and our Father: to whom
be glory forever and ever. Amen.” Then He getdathliusiness he has in hand—"I marvel that you are
so soon removed from Him that called you into thecg of Christ to another gospel: which is not an-
other; but there are some that trouble you, anddvpervert the gospel of Christ,” and so on. Heed
hot upon that subject, yet he must stop a minutevorto pen some few words of praise to his glaiou
Lord and Savior. The old proverb says, “Prayer pravender hinder no man’s journey.” And to stop a
little while, to praise and bless the name of J&usst, hinders no man’s argument! Whatever tha
you have to do, if your Master shall cross youhpg@iause a while and praise Him as best you can.
When Mary sat at Christ’s feet, she was not wagtieigtime, she was employing it then to the highest
possible profit! And when you and | get away frdm Master’s work to think of our Lord, Himself, and
to praise Him, and commune with Him, we are by neans wasting our time! We are gathering
strength, and laying it out to the best possibigpse with regard to our future work and warfare.

| can see the great wisdom of the apostle in agtirguch a fashion as this. He is about to write to
these Galatians concerning their leaving the gespdilat is the best way to make them sorry for turn-
ing aside from the faith? Why, to set before thesud Christ, Himself, who is the very essence &md g
ry of the gospel! | have heard of one who preaanedh against certain errors, but there was another
servant of the Lord who never preached againsetea®rs, but who always proclaimed the gospelkrigh
out straight—and when one asked him why he didatiaick the errors, he said, “I do preach against
them most effectually. If there is a crooked sttiout, and you want to show how many crooks there
are in it, you need not do anything except layraight one down by the side of it—and the crookedne
of the other stick will be detected at once.” Se #postle admires, extols, and adores the LordsJesu
Christ, and thus, in the best possible mannemdinices what he has to say concerning the erratseof
Galatians. Oh, for a burst of sunlight from theefa¢ Christ! Then would the shadows of today sdgn f
away! They who have never seen Him may love modexelties and falsehoods, but if they have be-
held His face, and have been won by His charmg, whi hold that He who is the same yesterday, to-
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day, and forever, is infinitely to be preferredaibthe inventions of men! | could say no less tlfis
when | noticed the position in which our text isaqed.

But now let us come to the text itself. To my mihdontains four things. Firstyhat our Lord Jesus
Christ aimed at with regard to His peopléthat He might deliver us from this present evilndg’ Sec-
ondly, what our Lord has done to secure this effiMho gave Himself for our sins, that He might de-
liver us from this present evil world.” Thirdlyyhy He did it—‘According to the will of God and our
Father.” And fourthlywhat we shall say concerning itFe whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”

l. First, then, WHAT DID OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AIM AWITH REGARD TO HIS PEO-
PLE?

To preserve them from going down into the pit? &scue them from hell? To bring them to heav-
en? Yes, all that, but more than that! His gregéailve with regard to His people is to deliverrthe
from this present evil world. We are living in tipsesent evil world, and as Paul called it by theine,
we need not alter the phrase, for we cannot hedpvkig that it isstill an evil world. And in it are God’s
redeemed and chosen people, by nature part andl mdirthat world, equally fallen, equally estranged
from God, equally set on mischief, equally certairgo down into the pit of destruction if left toeim-
selves. The objective of Christ is to carve oueagle from this great brook of stone—it is His mse
to find His own people who were given to Him befthe earth was—and to deliver them from the
bondage and the slavery in which they are founthis Egypt, of which they seem to form a part,
though to the eyes of Christ they are always aaraép and distinct as the Israelites were when they
dwelt in the land of Goshen.

What does the apostle mean by saying that the lesds Christ gave Himself for our sins that He
might deliver us from this present evil world?

First, Christ came that He migteliver His people from this common condemnatiothisf present
evil world. This is the City of Destruction which is to berbed with fire, and Christ’s business is to
fetch His people out of it. Therefore He sends éliangelists to cry to them, “Flee from the wrath to
come! Tarry not in the city, but escape for youes—you are in a doomed world which will certainly
be destroyed—therefore, flee to the only sheltemfithe coming storm.” The Lord desires that we
should be so clear of this world that when it isd®@mned, we may not share in the condemnatios. It i
Christ’s purpose to bring us into a state of jusdiion before God, through His blood and rightemss,
that we may not perish in the common wreck in thg when the world shall be consumed with fire, but
that we may have our ark wherein, as righteous Neah preserved from the deluge of water, we may
be saved from the fiery floods of divine wrath. Therd Jesus Christ came into the world that He inigh
deliver us from that condemnation which now regisruall the race of Adam except those who have
fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set betbiem in the gospel.

But He came with this further purpoge,deliver us from the condition in which the woiddound
In Paul’'s day the world was in a horrible stateefiithe slave was chained to his master’s door,dike
dog, and slept at night in a hole under the staasd-the slave’s master indulged in all kinds of de-
bauchery and sin. The cruelty of the Romans satisfiself with gladiatorial shows where men mur-
dered each other to make a public holiday. Chaste to gather out a people even from among these
abominations—and He did gather them out—a holy [@eapo could not, and would not live as the rest
of the world lived! They did not go away into theserts, or hide themselves in caves, living as herm
but they went up and down in the earth, attendaithfully to the duties of daily life, yet everywiee
marked as differing from other men. Their moraleeftheir whole thought about the things of this
world, and the next—was altogether different frdmattof the rest of mankind, for Christ had come to
draw them out of the kennel of iniquity in whicthets lived like beasts, to lift them up out of tegy of
sin, and make them to be a pure-minded, holy, kyeterous, loving people who should be like their
Master, Jesus Christ! For this purpose, the Salie. He thought it worth His while, even, to digon
the cross that He might thereby make a betterrpoobler, more unselfish, more devout people #mn
yet had appeared in the Roman or Jewish world. thiglis what He is still doing in this present evil
world! He is lifting up men and women out of théhiness in which they have been wallowing—
making them love holiness, purity, temperance—aatd hll that is evil in the sight of God.

This, then, is the great objective of Christ’s tieato deliver us from the world’s condemnation, and
to deliver us from the world’s condition.

He also caméo deliver us from the world’s custonEhere are many things which a worldling does
which a Christian cannot do. | need not enlargenupe tricks in trade which are all too commonha t
present day, but if you are Christ's own, | chayga, do not evethink of them, but let your course be
straight as an arrow’s, and let your consciencel&an as the driven snow! It is not for God’s pediol
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say, “It is the custom of the trade, so we maytdd/¥hat have you to do with that? It is the custom
the trade to ruin men’s souls, but the churcheSad have no such custom, nor have those who follow
closely after the Lord Jesus Christ. He has compuspose that we may not conform to the sinful fash
ions of men, but that we may have a way of our awmather, that we may make Christ’'s way the way
of holiness, to be our way.

Hence, He has come deliver us from the spirit of the worl@ihe spirit of the world is, “I can swim.
So, if everybody else is drowned, there will thentlle more room for me.” “I fight for my own hand,”
says the worldling, “and if, in the process, | ¢rilse widow and the fatherless, | cannot help ththey-
should not get in my way.” The rules of politicalomomy do not permit of anything like mercy—they
are as inflexible as the laws of nature. They amething after this fashion—"Grind down the poor,
and get as much as you can out of them for as litibney as possible. Care for nobody but yourself.
Mind the main chance. Make money, honestly, if gan, but if not, make it anyway, only keep clear of
the law, for it would be a mistake to fall into thitches.” Now, Christ has come to gather outhef t
world a people who will not be possessed with datestable spirit, but who will resolve to live fath-
ers rather than for themselves. We are to consimese who are around us, and to think what infleenc
our conduct will have upon them. We are to love lthed our God with all our heart, mind, soul,
strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselvesawdo love even our enemies. We are to do good to
the unthankful, and to the evil. We are, in all wagnd according to the measure of our abilitygapy
the example of our Father who is in heaven, whoesatis sun to shine and His rain to fall upon the
evil as well as upon the good. O friends, look whhtist has come to do—even to separate to Hinaself
people like Himself out of this present evil world!

Yet once more, He will do thisy delivering us from all fear of this worlvhat a great many of you
there are who dare not do anything but what so@gtges should be done! If society says, “Thifiés t
right thing to do,” you call it “etiquette,” and yado that particular thing. Then all the peopleuaib
you are very respectable, and you want to be cduetgpectable—and the consequence is that you dare
not call your souls your own, and you do not acy@s would wish to until you have first asked your
neighbors’ permission. There are multitudes of pesll in the condition of abject slavery to tleos
who are around them! But when Christ came intovibdd, He gathered out of the world a people who
were not afraid of anybody. After His good Spirdtichrenewed them, they walked about fearless of the
greatest earthly potentates! There was the greaeEomof Rome, for instance, and who dared ever con
tradict what the Emperor of Rome said? The man whate our text did! And Paul before Nero is a
vastly greater man than the cruel tyrant upon tihene. When they bring the saints before the judgme
seat, the Roman consul says, “Offer sacrifice tdsidYou know the law—take that incense and put it
on the altar, this very moment.” One of the guaalgs, “Sir, this man is obstinate and rebelliousave
told him what he is to do, but he refuses.” Thestbisays, “Do you, impious wretch, refuse to wqpshi
Jupiter? Put that incense on the altar this monmnyou shall be torn in pieces with hot irons.”eTh
man before him replies, “I am a Christian.” “Is th@ur answer?” “Yes, sir, my only answer. | am a
Christian.” “Then tear him with the pincers! Letrhiearn what my hot irons can do.” They do it, and
the brave saint bears it. Perhaps a groan escapépd for flesh is frail, but when he is askeghm,
“Will you worship Jupiter?” He replies as beforé,d@m a Christian.” “To the lions with him, then! To
the lions with him,” cries the enraged persecuamd he is taken off to the amphitheatre. But as tha
poor simple peasant walks across the arena, tliehegsts, themselves, seem cowed before him, and
though he is soon torn in pieces, everybody goesehivpom the amphitheatre saying, “What a strange
being that man was! He seemed utterly devoid at'fea

Yes, the early Christians were without fear, anthaut reproach, for Christ came to set them free
from fear of this present evil world.

O brothers and sisters, were the martyrs as bratleig and are we going to yield to whatever laws
and rules the world lives to lay down for us? Domean to believe its current theology, or philoggph
and do or not do as it may dictate? For my partyduld as well not be as live to be in awe of sach
thing as | myself.” Since Christ has given me nipeity, | am His servant, and whether | am in fashio
or out of fashion is no concern of mine so long please Him! Dear friends, let it be so with ybpray
you, and may the Lord daily divide you more and enlvoom the world so that, at home or abroad, eve-
rybody can see that you are not of the world! Lawen, seek their good, and in the highest and best
sense be far more loving to the world than the evlto itself, but still, fear it not. Why showau? It
is “the present evil world” which “lies in the wiekl one.” It is for you bravely to bear your protest
against the world every day you live, for to thilalid Christ come to this earth, “that He mighlivae
us from this present evil world.”
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Il. We have seen what our Lord aimed at by His deathv,$econdly, WHAT DID CHRIST DO
TO THIS END—to deliver us from this present evilnad?

The answer of the text isHe& gave Himself | will not say that He gave His royal crown, thdia-
dem which did outshine the sun. | will not say tHat laid aside His azure vest, and hung it on Kye s
as He came down to earth. | will not say that Heegap for us the thrones and royalties of heavemu Y
know that He did all this and far more—nor nee@rhind you that, when upon earth, He gave up all
that He had, even to His last garment, for theygolaHis raiment among them, and for His vesturg the
cast lots. | need not say that He gave His batkd®miters, and His cheeks to them that pluckéthef
hair, nor that He gave His hands to the nails, ldisdfeet to the cruel iron. | need not say thatgdee
His body, His soul, and His spirit, for you havalitin these three words—"He gave Himself.”

“He gave Himselfor our sins” That is the wonder of Christ’'s death! Our sisilkl not be put away
except by His dying in our place. There was no &xpn of our sin, and consequently no deliverance
from its condemnation except by Christ’s bearingum place, that wrath of God which was due to us—
and He did it. “He gave Himself for our sins.” letenot say more upon that point except just thes. D
not, | pray you, let us permit Him in any sensergasure to fail in His supreme objective. “He gave
Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us frainms present evil world,” therefore, out of gratie to
Him, if for no other reason, let us not be of theri, or like the world, servants of the world,\sta of
the world. What? Did Christ die to deliver us frane world, and do we go back to it, and delibeyatel
put our necks under the world’s yoke, wear the @srfoke, and become, again, the world’s slaves? |
am ashamed of myself, and of you whenever we, fooment, act as the ungodly world acts, and be-
come as the world is—self-seeking, rebellious agai®od’s will, living contrary to the divine law of
Christ. Oh, let every drop of blood He shed on @ghpurge you from all resemblance to the worldi Le
the dying Savior’s cries move you to hate the dimctv the world loves! From Calvary, hear Him cry,
“Come out from among them, and be you separate, theyLord, and touch not the unclean thing.” By
the blood with which He bought you, be you not lué tvorld, seeing that He has redeemed you from
among men that you might be altogether His own!

How does the death of Christ deliver us from thele®It does thidy removing from us the con-
demnation of our sinHaving borne our sins in His own body on the ,ti€brist has forever freed us
from the penalty that was our due. You know thahesvery essence of the gospel, and you also know
that | preach this truth of God every time | stéuede, so | need not enlarge upon it now.

Christ has also delivered us from the wdsldmaking sin hateful to u§Ve say to ourselves, “Did
sin kill Christ? Then we cannot play with that dagghat stabbed our Lord! How can we be friendly
with the world that cast Him out, and hanged Himadanee? O murderous sin, how can | give you lodg-
ing in my heart when you killed the altogether lgM@ne?” Men speak hard things of regicide, buttwha
shall | say ofdeicide? And sin is that deicide which slew the ChristGafd! Yet, marvel of marvels, by
that death on the cross He has crucified us tovtiréd, and the world to us, and so He has delivered
from this present evil world!

| may add that Christ has also delivered us froenvtiorld by the splendor of His example in giving
Himself to die for His enemieand by the glory of His infinite merit whereby lgarchased back that
image of God in Adam which sin had obliterated. dd@e Himself, the very image of God, and more
than that,God Himself that He might give back to us that image of Gddc long ago we had lost.
Thus has Christ delivered us from this present waitld! Judge, sirs, whether He has thus delivered
you.

lll. Time flies, therefore | must hasten on to the thjekstion which is, WHY DID CHRIST DO
THIS?

First, because our holiness was included in thpgae of God. The text says, “According to the will
of God and our Father.” Mr. Charles Simeon useslaipthat there were some, in his day, who thought
that the very word, “predestination,” sounded alniide blasphemy. And | have no doubt that thee ar
some left who cannot bear to hear of the will, #rapurpose of God! But to us these words sourel lik
sweetest music! | do not believe that there evarldvbave been a man delivered from this preseiht evi
world if it had not been according to the will, therpose, th@redestinatiorof God, even our Father! It
needs a mighty tug to get a man away from the widirid a miracle for a man to live in the worldyca
yet not to be of it—it is a continuous miracle of\ast a kind that | am sure it would never havenbe
worked if it had not been according to the will@bdd our Father. Yet so it stood in the divine degcre
that there should be a people chosen from among+agmeople who would be called out from among
the mass of the ungodly, who would be drawn by swgiaral power to follow after that which is right,
and good, and holy. A people who would be washethénblood of Jesus, and renewed by the Holy
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Spirit in the spirit of their minds, and therefaigould be a peculiar people in the world, but riat-e-
the people of God set apart to Himself, to be Hasy, and His, hereafter, forever, and ever! | dulip
remember that this is the will of God, even ourcséfication, our separation from the world!

Now | want to push home this truth of God into yeery hearts. If this is, indeed, the purpose of
God, let us see to it, my brothers and sisterstyesee of us, that wéulfill that purpose in our daily
lives Let us come out from the world more clear andight than we have ever done. | believe that
there would be much more persecution than theifehere were more real Christians. But we have be-
come so like the world, that the world does noehat as it once did. If we would be more just, more
upright, more true, more Christ-like, more godly would soon hear all the dogs of hell baying vaith
their might against us! But what of that? It woylgdt be the fulfillment of the divine purpose, addd
would be well pleased with us. Come, then, andisefall back upon the omnipotent strength which al-
ways slumbers within the divine will. Lord, if i iYour will, fulfill it in me! If this is Your purpse, ac-
complish it in me! Oh, what brave men and womers¢hearly saints were! | do not wonder that our
friend cried out, just now, when | depicted the tylar-but there were tens of thousands of such holy
men and women in the days of persecution! Havengwer heard of her whom they set in a red-hot iron
chair because she would not turn away from Choistf that other poor feeble woman who was tossed
on the horns of bulls, but who, nevertheless, spakeight bravely for her Master as she came t@ die
Yes, and there have been boys and girls, who, foisCs sake, sooner than sin, have braved the most
fearful deaths! Remember John Bunyan when he réftesgive up preaching? They put him in prison,
and said to him, “Mr. Bunyan, you can come out ieégn whenever you will promise to cease preach-
ing the gospel.” He said, “If you let me out ofgom today, | will preach again tomorrow, by thecgra
of God.” “Well,” they said, “then you must go batik prison,” and he answered, “I will go back and
stay there, if necessary, till the moss grows oneyslids, but | will never deny my Master.” This sva
the stuff of which the godly were made then! Mag ttord make many of us to be like they—men and
women who cannot, and will not do that which isl,evut will, in the name of God, stand to the right
and the true, come what may!

IV. Lastly, WHAT SHALL WE SAY CONCERNING IT ALL? Why,yst this, “To whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen.”

First, God is glorified in Christ's deathHas the Father given His Son, Jesus Christ, @édati us?
Then there is glory enough in Jesus Christ uportitbes to last throughout eternity! Fix your eypsm
that bleeding Savior—behold the glorious justiceGafd in laying guilt on Him, punishing it on Him,
and behold, also, the inconceivable love of Godhums putting His Only-Begotten to death that we
might live through Him! You need not range the wiaalound to see the glory of God in nature, though
that is a delightful employment, for there is enowggory in the cross of Christ to last througholit a
eternity. The apostle says, “To whom be glory fereand ever.” How long that is, | cannot tell. “Ber
er’ is without any end, but Paul says, “Foreaed ever,” and there is glory enough in the cross of
Christ to last forever and ever, as long as thenatelehovah, Himself, exists!

Well, then, has Jesus Christ delivered us fromatbedd? Have we fled to Him, and been pardoned?
Are we accepted in the Beloved? ThHehus begin to glorify God nawvicet us glorify His dear Son. Let
us praise Him. Let every beat of our heart proclaim joyous thankfulness, and so continually yield
sweet music to God. | would that every breath Wikeea verse of a psalm, and our whole life an end-
less hallelujah to His glory!—

“I would begin the music here,

And so my soul should rise!

Oh for some heavenly notes to bear

My passions to the skies,”
for(ijt is, indeed, a subject of great praise tosbparated from the world, and to be made holy ¢o th
Lord.

But, brothers and sisterghen you once begin the music, never $tepause, as the apostle says,
glory is to be given to God, “forever and eversalw, last week, a brother from the backwoods of Ame
ica, and he said to me, “Twenty years ago | wasur vestry, and you did me much good by something
that you said to me.” | asked, “What did | say?”dAtne good man replied, “You said, ‘Brother, as a
minister, there are two occasions upon which yoghoto preach Jesus Christ.’ | inquired, ‘What are
those two occasions?’ You answered, “In seasoroahdf season.” Well now, there are two occasions
upon which we ought to praise God—"in season, amdob season!” Praise Him when you feel like
praising, and when you do not feel like it—praisenHiill you do! When you can say—

“I feel like singing all the time,”
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then sing! And when you say, “I do not feel likeging,” make a point of singing just to let the dlev
know that he is not your master! It is a good thiagraise Christ in the presence of His frientiss,|
sometimes, a better thing to extol Him in the pmeseof His enemies. It is a great thing to prassud
Christ by day, but there is no music sweeter tih@nnightingale’s—and she praises God by nighs It i
well to praise the Lord for His mercy when you srdealth, but make sure that you do it when yau ar
sick, for then your praise is more likely to be gee. When you are deep down in sorrow, do not rob
God of the gratitude that is due to Him—never sHith of His revenue of praise whatever else goes
short. Praise Him, sometimes, on the high-soundymgbals—crash, crash—with all your heart and be-
ing. But when you cannot do that, just sit and dtim praise in solemn silence in the deep quiet of
your spirit. To be redeemed from a dying world,b® fetched out from a condemned world, to be
brought out from slavery, to be made a child of @oenough to make you emulate the angels, and even
to excel them! They cannot rise to so high a pdthgratitude as you ought to reach, even now, and
ought to keep up all the days of your life—and tHéorever and ever” in the presence of the King.

O you poor souls who are still in the world, Godphgou to get out of it! O you who are lost and ru-
ined, there is no hope for you but in Jesus ClstSavior! Tell all men about Him, brothers anst si
ters! You who are saved, talk about Christ everyahket no man whom you ever meet be without a
knowledge of the way of salvation. “I do not knovihat to say,” says one. “I do not yet know much
about it myself.” Do not say it, then, if you dotrdaow it! But, if you do know it, proclaim it! lf{/ou
have tasted and handled it, proclaim it as bestcgou—in broken English, if in no other style—

“Proclaim to sinners round

What a dear Savior you have found.”
So, even through you, the purpose for which Clulsti shall be accomplished, that is, the severahce
His elect from the great mass of mankind among whway lie, and this shall be to the praise of tloe g
ry of His grace forever and ever! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
JOHN 17.

This matchless chapter contains that great inteocggrayer of Christ for His people which may
most properly is called “the Lord’s prayer.”

Verse 1.These words spoke Jesus, and lifted up His eybsaween, and said, Father, the hour is
come; glorify Your Son, that Your Son also mayifylofou.

What a sight it must have been to see the Diviterdessor in this, His last great prayer before He
poured out His soul to death! We can never reag ¢chapter so as fully to enter into its meaning, fo
there must always be in it a depth far greater tharexperience can fathom. A man must die and ente
heaven before he can fully realize all that Chmstant when He said, “Father, the hour is comejfglor
Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You.”

2. As You have given Him power over all flesh, thatsHeuld give eternal life to as many as You
have given Him.

Notice the doctrine of this verse. Here is the noentboth of a general and a particular relation to
Christ. “You have given Him power over all flesiNéver think of setting a limit to the value of Glirs
atoning sacrifice! Never dream that you can undedstall its influences and all its bearings. By His
death, Christ has power over all flesh. But notadep, the special purpose and objective of redempt
Observe how it applies particularly to the elecGafd. The motive for the Father’s giving Christ mow
over all flesh is this, “that He should give etdidifa to as many as You have given Him.”

3. And this is life eternal, that they might know Yitw only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You
have sent.

The knowledge of God and the knowledge of the Mdgsghe Sent One—this is not only life, but it
is life that can never die—"This is life eternaHave you, dear friend, received this eternal |De?you
know the only true God? Do you know Jesus Chrishiwhde has sent? Then, at this very moment, you
possess eternal life, and you shall never peristeternal life is a life that cannot possibly die!

4, 5.1 have glorified You on the earth: | have finisited work which You gave me to do. And now,
O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, wittetglory which I had with You before the world was.

This is such a prayer as never could have beeregray a mere man, and you cannot understand
this prayer at all apart from the manhood and teayDbf Christ combined. No human being could have
written such a prayer as this even if it had bemp@sed to him to write a prayer that would be #dgua
suitable to God and man. It is only suitable toi§ththe God-man, and it is, in itself, one of best ev-
idences of the inspiration of Scripture! | dareetaky stand upon this chapter, alone, and say #rat h
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we have the finger of God, the writing of the H8girit—and here we have the very words of Him who
was God and man in one person.

6. | have manifested Your name to the men which Ywve ge out of the world: Yours they were,
and You gave them to Me; and they have kept Yoxt. wo

How gracious it was on our Lord’s part to say tlestiHe could of His disciples! These 12 men had
learned but little of the divine Word, but they haglieved what they had been taught, so Jesus could
say of them to His Father, “Yours they were, andi gave them to Me; and they have kept Your word.”

7, 8.Now they have known that all things whatever Yotelgaven Me are of You. For | have given
to them the words which You gave Me; and they hesaived them, and have known surely that | came
out from You, and they have believed that Youehd $/e.

| want you to notice how the Lord Jesus Christ rsake boast of being “an original thinker.” On the
contrary, He says to His Father concerning Hisipliss, “I have given to them the words which You
gave Me.” | would rather repeat the Word of Godlakyje by syllable, than | wouldare to think for
myself apart from the revealed will of God! What¢ anen’s thoughts, after all, but vanity educed from
vanity? But the Word of the Lord endures forevershall abide when even heaven and earth shall pass
away! Hence our Savior lays great stress uponféus “I have given to them the words which You
gave to Me.” Brother minister, may you and I, whes come to die, be able to say to the Lord concern-
ing our people, “I have given to them the wordscakhYou gave to me.”

9. | pray for them: | pray not for the world, but fehem which You have given Me; for they are
Yours.In this, our Lord’s last great intercessory prayde, was especially engaged in petitions for His
own people. There is a sense in which He intercémtesll mankind, but in the higher and more splecia
sense referred to in this verse, Christ's own chasees occupied all His thoughts—*“I pray for thdm:
pray not for the world, but for them which You hayieen Me; for they are Yours.”

10-11.And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine; and glorified in them. And now | am no
more in the world, but these are in the world, aradme to YouChrist is God, and therefore, looking
into the future, He can speak of His approachirgpdere as though it had already happened.

11. Holy Father, keep through Your own name those whowon have given Me, that they may be
one, as We are.

See the plaintive power of this prayer of a teritrt. First, our Lord shows His love by praying fo
us, and then by dying for us. Notice what importahie attaches to the unity of His people—"“that they
may be one, as we are.” Let us all try to “keepuhgy of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” | suppo
that while we are in this world, we shall neverthlhk alike, but let us all think alike about dusrd—
and gather to His name, and feel a holy unity thhotlis Spirit! When shall it be again said that all
Christ’s disciples have “one Lord, one faith, org@tism”? Alas, they tore His seamless robe, astlliit
remains torn through the schisms and errors whidelHis people, one from another!

12, 13.While | was with them in the world, | kept thenYwur name: those that You gave Me | have
kept, and none of them is lost, but the son ofipend that the Scripture might be fulfilled. Andw
come | to You.

These are sweet Words with which to die. Oh, thatand | might have them in our hearts, if not on
our lips, in our expiring moments! “And now coméol You.” Our Lord thinks nothing of the bloody
way by which He was to go to the Father. What thotige cross, nails and spear are in the road? He
thinks comparatively little of all those terribleings, for He looks beyond them. And He says, “Now
come | to You.”

13. And these things | speak in the world, that theyhtrihave My joy fulfilled in themselves.

Have you ever obtained this blessing, brothers siattrs—Christ’'s joy in you—what is more,
Christ’s joyfulfilled in you? God grant to all of us to know, by happperience, the meaning of this
wondrous expression!

14, 15.1 have given them Your word; and the world has thateem, because they are not of the
world, even as | am not of the world. | pray natthfou should take them out of the world, but W
should keep them from the evil one.

“Do not let the world so besmear and defile thenoado them mischief. Let them keep on as lamps
burning in dark places. Take them not out of theldydout keep them from the evil one.”

16-18.They are not of the world, even as | am not ofwibed. Sanctify them through Your truth:
Your word is truth. As You have sent Me into thddyeven so have | also sent them into the world.

As the Father took Jesus out of the bosom of His,land bade Him go as His missionary to men,
so does Jesus keep us, for a while, away fromakerb of His glory that we may stop here to be mis-
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sionaries among our fellow men. Are we fulfillingrecalling? Are we justifying the commission which
Christ has laid upon us? Oh, that we were doini sbe fullest extent that is possible!

19. And for their sakes | sanctify Myself—

“For their sakes | set Myself apart.”—

19, 20.That they also might be sanctified through thehtrideither pray | for these alone—

This little handful of followers gathered about Me—

20.But for them, also, which shall believe on Me tlgiotheir word.

In the glass of prevision, Christ saw us, my brothend sisters, and He saw all the myriads, yet un-
born, who are to be gathered to His cross, andww lefore His feet—and He prayed for them all—
“Neither pray | for these alone, but for them, alsbich shall believe on Me through their word.”

21, 22.That they all may be one; as You, Father, are in 8wl | in You, that they also may be one
in Us: that the world may believe that You have 8&m And the glory which You gave Me | have given
them; that they may be one, even as We are One.

Let us, more and more, lay aside everything thatlds, especially that evil heart of unbelief, and
pride, and self-seeking which is the great sectintpkaculty. May we get rid of that evil, and come
more and more to realize that all men who areyealChrist are, and must be, one. If we are member
of one body, one blood courses through our veind,gves us life! One Spirit is in the one body of
Christ. There cannot be two lives. There cannotwae beings within the one body of Christ. All true
believers must be one, and truly, if we speak thi tof God to one another concerning our Lord—and
especially if we speak much to God together in praywe straightway perceive that \&ee one!

23-26.1 in them, and You in Me, that they may be madépem one and that the world may know
that You have sent Me, and have loved them, ahia\miloved Me. Father, | will that they, also, whom
You have given Me, be with Me where | am; that thay behold My glory, which You have given Me:
for You loved Me before the foundation of the wotldighteous Father, the world has not known You:
but | have known You, and these have known thah#ee sent Me. And | have declared to them Your
name, and will declare it: that the love wherewitbu have loved Me may be in them, and | in them.

Here the Master ended His sweet prayer, and wétd éfis terrible passion in Gethsemane.
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