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“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man feund faithful.”
1 Corinthians 4:2.

IT is well that our dear brothers and sisters sthondke a right account of us. Paul says, in theever
preceding our text, “Let a man so think of us,” fleere are some who make a wrong reckoning asto th
ministers of the gospel. Some go to an extremethiey glory in men. One glories in Paul, who is so
deep in doctrine, another in Cephas, who is sogetierand plainspoken, another in Apollos, whoas s
exceedingly eloquent and mighty in the ScriptuBag. Paul says, in the latter verses of the thiraptér,
“Let no man glory in men. For all things are youstether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the waotd,
life, or death, or things present, or things to epmall are yours; and you are Christ's; and Chsst
God’s.” You do not belong to your ministers, youshuoot put yourselves down as followersioém—
you belong to Christ and Christ, Himself—and al Ifiinisters belong to you.

But while some erred in thinking too much of thmiinisters, as no doubt they still do—God deliver
them from such a delusion—there were, no doubgrstivho erred in not thinking enough of them, not
appreciating their position and condition so asympathize with them anpray for them. Had they
known to what a responsible office they were called what was required at their hands, they would
lovingly have borne them upon their hearts, andegeith their names to the mercy seat in continual
prayer. Hence, it is very important that men shaddhink of us as to judge us correctly, so thiailev
they do not rely upon us in any wrong sense, thay, rat the same time, feel an affectionate sympathy
with us and constantly bear us up before the thodrgace.

Paul goes on to tell us how we ought to think ef mhinisters of Christ. The word should be, “serv-
ants,” of Christ. There is a great respectabillip the word, “minister,” which really does notdoey
to it, for, if you take it to pieces, it means amdar-rower, one of those men who had to take amwar
the lowest benches of the slave ships. There \eee benches for the rowers and it was a hardféask
all who were at the oars—nbut to the under-rowels) Wwad to bend to their work in the most trying po-
sition as they sent the galley flying through thetav, it was stern toil, indeed! Now, God’s ministef
they act as they should, are under-rowers of Chrlsty are tugging away at a very heavy oar ang the
may well ask you to pray that as they use up gteéngth, fresh force may be imparted to them ftioen
God of All power, that they may not labor in vaimar spend their strength for nothing!

We ask men, therefore, to think of us as servamsas masters. The word, “bishop,” has come to
have a wonderful significance about it which is mothe least degree Scriptural. We are simplydo b
shepherds of the sheep—and a shepherd is no grdatHe is the servant of all the sheep and thdweggh
leads them, it is bgoingfirst, taking the brunt of all that comes, andlfimg out the best places for them
to feed and to rest. Let a man so think of us agsés, but not merely as servants to the chutain-
ly not as servants to men, but as servants of CHimat is ourhonor as ministers—we serve the Lord
Jesus Christ—the best of Masters! But, as He desdoshave the best of servants, the responsibility
the position weighs down the honor attached tOlit, if they who serve men should serve them falithfu
ly, how much more should they be found faithful wdre the servants of Christ!

Then the apostle adds that men are to think obusteavards. And it is abotltat office that | am go-
ing to speak to you: “It is required in stewardsgtta man be found faithful.” Although my text, no
doubt, refers, in the first place, to those whotaim word and doctrine, to whom it is a life’s \aion,
yet all the people of God are stewardmd each child of God, in his own way and in dus place,
should reckon that whatever gift he has shoulddsa dor the Lord Jesus Christ, and laid out for Him
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And he should also remember that hensdeone of the Lord’s stewards and that it is requibétim
that he be found faithful. And | may even add tatryunconvertednan has a stewardship to fulfill.
As God'’s creature, he is bound to be God’s servamd-at the Last great Day he will have to give an
account of every opportunity and capacity for ssswhich God has given to him! And woe unto him if
he is found an unfaithful steward in the day ofltosd’s reckoning!

If 1 should seem to speak rather more about mirggtean about anybody else, | will ask you kindly
to pick out all that belongs to yourselves, you vaine@ private Christians, and you who are not Glanst
at all. | pray the Lord to make use of what | sayrtyself and then to you who are His people—and to
those, also, whare not His people—that they may be pricked to thethead made to feel how ungen-
erously they have acted towards the great Lorti@hbuse. To begin, then, | will first askew are we
stewards?Secondly, if steward$iow are we to behavelext, how are we in danger of misbehaving?
And, lastly,what will be the result of right behavior or of fhavior in those who are stewards?

l. First, then, HOW ARE WE STEWARDS?

Well, God’s ministers are stewards, fira§ appointed to look after other servanf®u know, dear
friend, if you are a servant, you have enough taodmind your own work. But if you happen to be an
upper servant, such as a steward is, you havenigtyour own work to mind, but it is a part of your
own work to look after the work of other people.efé are some who are so foolish that they look only
at thehonor of this position, whereas, if they were wise, tinuld look more at theesponsibilityof it.
Brothers and sisters, if | had my choice, | wowdther look after a horse than look after a man! Jdwe
ond is much the more difficult animal to managedAa look aftermany mer-oh, this is, indeed, a dif-
ficult task! | had an old friend, who was, for 40ays, a shepherd, and after that he became a enirist
and he lived to be 40 years a shepherd in a spirgense. | asked him, once, “Which was the easier
flock to manage?” “Oh,” he replied, “the secondcRmf sheep was a deal more sheepish than theé first
| understood what he meant. They say that sheep asyxmany diseases as there are days in the year.
Yes, butmenhave as many complaints as thereraneutesin the year! It is not long that they are free
from one malady or another! | mean, men and womdhthase that belong to the spiritual flock of
which the minister is the shepherd—there is a oeftam of trouble arising out of each one. Truesre
is a certain amount of comfort and joy arising oluevery Christian, but there is a measure of clittly
that must come to the steward from everyone ofdlisw servants. It is by no means a position which
any man who understands it might desire for hinhdéié real steward is one who has bappointedto
the position—and if he is not appointed, why, he haright to be a steward at all! It is the gidatter
of the house who calls this one or that one to lafté&r the other servants—and it is from this oglli
that he has the right to interfere in any respattt them.

Next, notice that the servants of God—whether datienisters or not—those who are really so, are
stewardgecause they are under the Master's near commAncrdinary servant in God’s house may
take his orders from the steward, but the stewakds no orders from anybody but the Master, and,
therefore, he is in an evil case and the houseakaldan evil case, too, if he does not often resothe
Master—if he does not distinctly recognize his posias an underling of his Master—and if he does
not so keep up his daily fellowship with the Madieat he, himself, knows the Master’'s mind and is
able to communicate it to his fellow servants. Bhamre many of you, dear friends, who have around yo
your children, your servants, your fellow workéfgell, in that respect, you are a steward to themey-th
have to do a good deal that you tell them. Then goay you—and | speak this to myself as wellas t
you—Iet us wait upon the Master! Let us come faotlspeak to our fellow servants, not our own words,
but the words of Him who is Master and Lord to wi®le household! How beautifully Jesus, the great-
est of all stewards, did this! How constantly Halsé&rhe words that | speak unto you | speak not of
Myself: but the Father that dwells in Me, He ddes works.” He was always referring those who were
His brethren back to the great head of the familpe-Ee did not speak without His Father’s authority.
Having taken up the position of a subordinate isheoto work out our redemption, He continually de-
clared that He was His Father’s servant. It islladay for us when we begin to think that our thbtsy
are to be given out in the house instead of thetdfashoughts! It is not for us to deliver our owpec-
ulations, but to go straight away to the Word ofdGand by the teaching of the indwelling Spirit, to
come forth to the people with what we haeeeived—not what we havénvented!You shall find no
power, my brothers and sisters, in doing Christi@mk unless you keep on doing it as receiving your
mission and commission from the great Lord of afitcollect how McCheyne says, “It is God’s Word
that saves, not our comment on God’s Word.” Ananl sure that it is so. It is God at the back of the
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steward who blesses all in the household. But whersteward does not go to the Master and get his
orders from Him, he soon puts everything into ceidn. He loses his own standing, and he is apbto d
desperate mischief to all who are round about him.

Then, the true stewalid called upon to give an accoun&nd if he does it often, so much the better!
| am persuaded that, in the things of God as veebetween man and man, “short reckonings make long
friends,” and if we will often go to our Master wibur service and present it to Him, and overhiul i
under His divine guidance, confessing our shortogiand blessing Him for every particle of success
that has attended it, we shall do much better thawe go on for a long stretch without a reference
Him. Brothers and sisters, you who are teaching gtasses of boys or girls, bring your Sunday work
the Lord at the end of the Sabbath! And when weeHanished a sermon, those of us who stand up to
preach, let us not be satisfied until we have binbtigat piece of our work under our Master’s eyesn
sure that if the steward can get to the side ofMaster every evening, or every morning say to Him,
“We did such and such yesterday, and there is andrsuch which we propose to do today,” that is the
way for the house to be well-ordered! Things gttrighen there is no absentee landlord, but when the
great Master is always close at hand and the steeanstantly goes to Him with an account of all his
work! Oh, brothers and sisters, let us constantlyhds! We do not live near enough to God, do we? |
know that some of you wait upon Him day and nigid gou abide under the shadow of the Almighty,
but | fear that there are some workers who forgeta this. We should work with the hands of Martha,
but yet keep near the Master with the heart of Md/g need a combination of activity and meditation.
When we get that—when we inwardly retire for cotetidn with our Lord and then come out actively
to labor for our Lord—then shall we be good stewardthe little part of the great house with whidé
has entrusted us.

Further, a steward is a man wisgput in trust with his master’'s goadghis is the main point of his
stewardship— nothing is his own—it is all his masteWwhen he begins to open an account of his own,
it is wonderful how apt he is to mistake what is master’s and to call it his own, and, by-and#my,
gets into a muddle and cannot distinguish his masaecounts from his own. Oh, it is a gloriousnthi
when you have not any, “own”—when you do not liee yourself at all, but wholly for Christ! Then
you will not make any blunders! There will not beyaof Christ’'s property getting into your cash ac-
count, so that you will have a difficulty in disangling it. “No man that wars entangles himseliwvitie
affairs of this life,” for he can say—

“Tis done, the great transaction’s done,

I am my Lord's,”
“and all the business | have here below is HisaMéhno sub-ends or secondary objectives, buthall/é
and am is for Him.” Then it is easy to keep ourcacitts and to make no mistakes in them.

The true steward is put in trust with his mastersperty, first, to protect it. Oh, with what eastie
ness ought we to guard the gospel of Christ! WittatAholy valor ought we to contend earnestly fer th
faith once and for all delivered to the saints! fééast the form of sound words,” wrote Paul to ©imn
thy—not only the words, but the particularm of them which the apostle had delivered! Not merel
sound doctrine, but the very words in which thosetdnes had been made to take shape! The true
steward is to defend his master’s treasure withvary life. The Lord has put us in trust with thesg
pel—and all the people of God, in their measure—ehalgo become trustees of those inestimably pre-
cious doctrines wherein will be found the glory@dd and the salvation of the sons of men! So we are
to defend our Master’s property.

And next, we are to dispense it. It is the stewahsd provides for the table of the household. He
brings out of that treasury things new and old.riéger forgets, when the table is spread, to put the
bread and the salt on it. The bread is Christ, ldlm®n which we feed. And the salt is the grace of
which we cannot have too much. The true steward doestarve the children, but he sees that eaeh on
is fed with convenient food. To one he brings mitk, he is a babe. To another, he gives strong,meat
for he is a man who has had his senses exercisgiddern between good and evil. The steward keeps
his master’s stores and sees that they are noegvadiut he also takes care to magnify his mastir's |
erality by seeing that none of the household knaw reeed. | have known some who pretended to be
stewards of Christ who evidently did not understtrebusiness. There was an old fable of a man who
gave bones to the sheep and grass to the dogselibher of them did well on such fare. And some
preaching seems to me just like that! The preaabgumes, in his opening prayer, that all his heaner
converted, and the whole service goes on as ifybeely was a Christian! And yet, if you listen calef
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ly, you will hear that there is an undertone imptyithat nobody is really saved and that everybady i
saved in imagination. Brothers, if we cannot diacketween the righteous and the wicked, we shall
never be as God’s mouth to our hearers! If we hmtea javelin for God’s foes, as well as butteain
lordly dish for His friends, He will never make uskus as stewards in His house. There is muchegrac
needed in the dispensing of our Master’s goods-itfiely dividing of the Word of God—and bringing
out every truth of God in due proportion and in deason,

These are two parts of the steward’s business—et@rhis master’s property, and to dispense it.

Besides this, he is to use his master’s properntyi® master’s benefit. The goods entrusted to him
are to be put out to interest, or used in busitedsing in profit for his master. | trust that theare
many of us here present who are using the gospéhéoglory of Christ. What little we know, we tiy
proclaim, that sinners may be converted and tleaSdwior may be glorified. It is a wonderful thifoy
us to have the Bible, is it not? But oh, to useBi®e every day so as to bring glory to God! Iaigood
thing even to be a tract-distributor, or to do liest service in the kingdom of Christ, but the poant
for us to aim at is to do it so that the profitibmay come, not to us, but to our Master! The st@wv
must not get to trading on his own account. Asvehsaid before, if he does that, there is apt ta o
of mistakes made in the reckoning! Everything tthat steward does is for his master. Abraham said,
“The steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascand Abraham trusted him to go and find a wife
for Isaac. So does our Lord use us and trust udjsastewards. Our great God trusts us to go amtidi
spouse for Christ—and our business is to go antbdes her, to find her out and ask her to come with
us that she may be joined to that blessed Lordl,aha Son of the great Father, to whom He hatsthef
inheritance. Happy are we, when, like the stewdrdlmaham, we can bring back the beloved one for
our Master’s Son! This is a part of our work, tokmaise of everything that the Master entrusts tious
His own dear Son and to look upon the church witictvwe have to deal as the bride we are to bong t
Jesus, that she may be married to Him forever.

| will say no more upon the first part of my sulijegcept this—a steward is charged with the gen-
eral care of the familyHe has not merely to look after the stores, leub&s to take care afl the fami-
ly. The steward of the olden times used to recKbthat belonged to his master as if it were hisvew
and he got into the habit of talking of it in thady. His Lordship once asked his steward, “Whahat
coming up the drive?” “Oh,” he answered, “it is duorse and carriage, my Lord.Our horse and car-
riage?” exclaimed the nobleman, “and who may b&?h“Oh, my Lord,” replied the faithful servant,
“Iit is our wife and children!” Exactly so—the mamdh come to look upon everything that belonged to
his master as belonging to himself—and that issghigt which our Lord would have us cultivate! Tleos
children of His, they areur children. Those that are newly converted to Gdg,tbey are especially
ours and we love them dearly! And this great churalell, it is a bride to us even as it is to ChrSur
whole life is given up to the blessed service taciChrist has given up Himself. Oh, that we could
come anywhere near to this ideal of what a truwate should be! God help us to do so!

II. Our second inquiry is “HOW ARE WE WHO ARE STEWARDO® BEHAVE?” Our text sup-
plies the answer: “Moreover it is required in stedg that a man be found faithful.”

Note, the apostle does not say, “it is requirest@wards, that a man be found brilliant.” No miaist
will be blamed if he does not prove to be brilliambr even if he should not be successful. We stll
be condemned even if the seed does not springropided that we sow it. You are responsible, not fo
theresultof what you do, but for doing it honestly, sindgrelevoutly, prayerfully, believingly. | do not
think that in such a case you will be unsuccessfigrtainly not assod judges success. Still, the apos-
tle’s point is that “it is required in stewardsatta man be found faithful.” What, then, shouldreane
of us be with regard to faithfulness?

First, faithful to our Master Oh, whatever we do, let us not be traitors to Hiet us not be appar-
ently doing His work, yet not really doing it. Le$ not be preaching without praying. Let us notale
ing about doing good without always trusting in Hivithout whom nothingan be good, or strong, or
right! O God, may we, each of us, be able to sahatast, “I am clear of the blood of all men”viie
have dealt truly with our Master, if we can feadttlve are sincerely seeking not our own glory, Hhigt
glory, and working not for men, but for Him alonieis well with us.

Next, we must each one Bathful to our office whatever that office may be. If you, as stewafds
Christ, are called to be ministers, be faithfultmr ministry. If you are called to have substararg] to
give it away, give it with cheerfulness and belfhit in your office. If you are called to teach hal
dozen children, and no more, it is quite enouggive an account for at the last—so be faithful doiry
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office. Do not run about finding fault with yourlli@v servants and thinking that you could do their
work better if you had it to do. But oh, for Chisssake, and for the sake of His great grace, dat wbu
have to do with all your heart, mind, soul andragte. Make full proof of your ministry, whateverath
ministry is.

Then, nextpe faithful to the goods committed to ybbave already dwelt upon the necessity of ear-
nestly defending the faith. Oh, do not, | pray ytmlerate in yourselves any quibbling at God’s Word
any picking and choosing out of the great truthgnepiration! Endeavor to know the Lord’s way, the
Lord’s truth, and the Lord’s life; and in way, thuand life follow the Lamb wherever He goes. Search
the Scriptures and follow where the Scriptures Igad. Let no book composed by the wisest of men
dictate your conscience. Remember that the Bilole the Bible, alone, has the stamp of infallibilify-
on it. Follow its guidance and so be faithful t@ tineasure that is entrusted to your hands. Had goo
men, in past ages, been but faithful to the WorthefLord, there had not been so much of schisne;he
sy and false doctrine in the world. And if all pge$ing Christians shall always be faithful to tleep
Word of God, then will come the days of the trué&ynof the Church of Christ, and the conquest @& th
world by Christ!

Next, we are bound to Haithful to every person in the househaldhis is a difficult work, but let us
try to accomplish it. All of us, according as we gt into the stewardship, must labor for the gobd
all our brothers and sisters in Christ. We sangnosv—

“Have You a lamb in all Your flock

I would refuse to feed?”
and | hope that our answer is, “No, great Shepbétdrael, there is not a single lamb in all Yolack
which we do not reckon to be better than ourseli2s.you not sometimes feel as if, if you coulddse
sure of being right as the very least of the Lofdi®ily, you would be perfectly content? We long to
rise to the greatest heights of holiness and coasen, but yet, if we are allowed to wash the &in
feet, it will be a great honor for us. To doythingfor Jesus, to be a doormat at the temple gagehigh
privilege for any of us! Let us try, then, to dd @dat we ought to do in love and kindness to lad t
members of our Master’s household.

And then we must bfaithful to the outside world as welfou see, a steward who looked to every-
thing indoors, and then allowed people out of ddorsheat his master and run away with his goods,
would not be a faithful steward! And you and | hawech to do with the souls of memtsidethe
Church of Christ. Oh, what a world this is! Whawarld it is! Shall we be clear of the blood of tikese
millions in London? Ride or walk from one end oistigreat city to another and see if you do not &el
mountain of granite pressing on your soul! O Lonhat can we do? “Who is sufficient for these
things?” living in such an age as this and in sachronged city as this, oh, how shall we be faithd
all the people? When George Fox was dying, he Sasn clear, | am clear.” | have envied him a thou
sand times, for | believe the Quakeasclear of the blood of men. He said many odd thilagsl some
things he had better not have said, but he neymrbdack anything that seemed to come from his soul.
mattered not to whom he spoke—whether it was tdihg or to a beggar—he said what he believed,
without fear of mortal man. Think of brave John Knof whom they could say when they buried him,
“Here lies he who never feared the face of manst€@vards of God—and | have already said that all
you Christians are, in your measure, stewards osGhmay this be said of you! “It is required iregt
ards, that a man be found faithful.” | have show yvhat a wide field that one requirement covers—
only the grace of God can be sufficient for us thatmay be found faithful.

lll. Now, very briefly, indeed, | want to answer therdhguestion, HOW ARE WE, IN OUR
STEWARDSHIP, IN DANGER OF MISBEHAVING? Well, we carery readily misbehavby acting
as if we were master¥ou know the tendency of Jack in office—let uwidvanything like that. Re-
member what our Lord said about the man who begaomineer over his fellow servants and to beat
them. This isnot the way for a steward to behave, for he is, hifnsely a servant. He has to look after
other servants but his master will look after himad-af he gives himself great airs, he must bewese |
his master should dismiss him from his service, smdto him, “You shall no longer be steward.”

Next, a great deal of misbehavior is caused by @mteng to please men. If the steward begins to
try to please his fellow servants and to curry fawgh them that they may speak well of him, hel wil
very soon be a traitor to his master. O dear feesdek to please men for their good to edificatbor
never forget that he who is the servant of men chhba the servant of God, for “no man can serve two
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masters.” May the Lord help us to feel that werastjudged of men’s judgment, but that we are going
to do our duty as under the great Taskmaster’'seyes!

Next, we can very much injure our stewardsbypdling, or trifling, or growing careless, or lgag
our hearts out of our workWe can do this in the Sunday school and we cathidan the pulpit! When
a man’s heart is in his service, he does not negelltyou that it is, for you can soon see it. Arlok-
lieve that there is more power in downright singetinan in all the talent that God ever gave to h#en
simple, humble, lowly speaker who only says what lHoly Spirit prompts him to say—and who is
quite indifferent about how he says it so long asan say it in a right spirit—he is the man whd wi
reach the hearts of other men! Brothers, if we légining over our words, so as to find out conslly
lables with which we may please and tickle humas,a@e shall lose all power over our hearers! hkhi
that the very best nosegay we can ever give tdrands may be made by plucking a handful of field
flowers just as we find them, and then saying, ‘Sehgrew in God’s garden. We have not arranged them
very prettily, for their innate beauty is such thaything artificial would but injure them.” Ohtles see
to it that we live wholly and alone for this gremdrk of winning souls and glorifying our Master—and
let us always speak with the accent of convictibryou do not believe the gospel, do not tell itotidn-
ers! But if youdo believe it, say it as if you meant it! | read, thteer day, the story of a minister, whose
boys came to him and asked if they might go tortazeshow, and he said, “Well my dear boys, I—I—
I—I hardly like it. I will show you, by-and-by, thebjections there are to it. | do not decidedlybfdr
you"—and the boys were out of the room in a mindteéy ran off to their companion and said, “Jack,
we may go.” Yes, their father’s hesitation was g@hough for them. He was going to say, “l do ret d
cidedly forbid you, but, but, but”"—only the boysidiot care about his, “buts.” And there are som@ mi
isters who, in preaching, say that a false doctisngue, to some extent, only there are certajemb
tions, difficulties and so on. People do not waihear the objections and difficulties, but offythgo at
once with a bit of bad doctrine! It is often sodahis a pity that it should be so. Ah, me, thiflihg
with divine truth, this playing with God’s Word wibe sure to do an infinite deal of mischief andrma
the stewardship of any man who yields to it!

Next, we can prove ourselves unfaithful stewdrgsnisusing our Master’'s goodsmploying what
He entrusted to us for some other end than Hisygtorby neglecting some of the househde may
so preach that there is never any milk for babed, an the other hand, we may so preach that tkere
never a morsel of meat for men—and the milk maysdevatery that it is not good enough even for
babes! It is a sin to neglect any one member ohthesehold, for we must be found faithful to thein a
if we would be judged to be faithful at all.

We can also misbehave ourselves as stewaraenniving at whatever is wrong in our fellow\ser
ants “Anything for a peaceful life!” is the motto ohé¢ unfaithful steward. “Let men live as they like.
We cannot rebuke them because then they mightejwaith us.” Ah, dear me, if we are not prepared to
bear a little of that sort of reproach! Even if negf of sin must bring unkindness in return, we gt
withhold that reproof, but must administer it wah the more prayerfulness and kindness! It must be
given lest, as it was with Eli, a curse shall campen our house because our sons made themseleges vil
and we restrained them not.

And, dear friends, there is one other thing that steward may do, and, thereby, spoil his steward-
ship. That is, prove unfaithfily forgetting that his Lord will soon comde may come before we begin
our next piece of work. He may come while we ar¢him middle of it, or He may come just as we are
closing it, and may then and there require an adcauour hands! Oh, how earnestly we should live i
we were sure that Christ would come tonight! Wiaanify prayer you would have tonight if you knew
that before the morning dawned, Christ would co®eie of you, perhaps, would want to give some-
thing extra to His cause, if you knew that it woblel the last opportunity you would have of doing so
Some of you would go and wake your children up talkl to them about Christ if you knew that He
would come before the morning light. There is aageal left undone by most of us—we are not all
like Mr. Whitefield, who could say when he wentlied, “I have not left even a pair of gloves out of
their place. If | were to die tonight, everythirggright.” It is a beautiful thing to live, so, atitht is how
God’s stewards should live! “Ready, yes, ready/ive or to die, to go on or to leave off, to stogre or
to go to heaven—whichever the Master appoints! Ehgood stewardship. But if we forget that He will
come, we shall get into a loose and slovenly wagotihg—and that will be to our own discredit and t
our Master’s dishonor.

I\V. Now, finally, WHAT WILL BE THE RESULT OF OUR STEWARSHIP?
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Supposing we are good stewards, what will the témf?A reward from our Master’'s own lip#n
the day of account He will say, “Well done, good daithful servant.” Now, after that, you do nokede
a crown, do you? You do not need any ruling ovenyraties! You will have all that, but | think that
this utterance of our Master is quite enough for steward of His, “Well done, good and faithful\ser
ant.” Oh, if He should ever say that to us, thereriough in it to make a whole eternity of bliss!

But suppose that, at the last, we are found uritdjtivhat will the result be? Punishment from the
Lord’s own hand! If it is so, that we have neverstvad our robes, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. If it is so that our hearts have nevemnbeenewed by divine grace. If it is so that weehav
never been saved from our sin and, consequentg haver been saved from our unfaithfulness—if it
should turn out that we have never been saved Irong to ourselves, never been saved so as to live
honestly and faithfully to God—then what will thesult be? | mean, for you who profess to be Chris-
tians? Here are our Lord’s words. | am not goingntarge on them any more than | did on the other
words: “The lord of that servant will come in a dalgen he looks not for him, and at an hour whershe
not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appp him his portion with the unbelievers’—as ifath
was the worst punishment that could be meted ohintd God grant that none of us may ever have that
portion!

But oh, you who are unbelievers—do you not seeytbat portion is that which God will appoint to
these who are unfaithful and only worthy of condatran? What is youportion? It is something truly
terrible, for it will be that which God appoints apunishmenfor the worst of sinners, the treacherous
and the unfaithful! O unbelievers, | would not Imeyour place five minutes for all the world! As the
Lord lives, there is but a step between you antl Belly a breath and you may be gone. If | were in
your place, | would be afraid to eat a morsel @faof, tonight, lest a crumb should go the wrong way
and, by causing my death, should land me in evarasiisery! One might be afraid to shut his eyes,
tonight, as an unbeliever, lest, as he closed tbersarth, he shut them forever to all light andehop
world without end—

“You sinners, seek His grace,

Whose wrath you cannot bear!

Fly to the shelter of His cross

And find salvation there.”
Oh, fly to Jesus at once, for He has said, “Hint ttzanes to Me | will in no wise cast out.” God help
you to trust to Christ, tonight, and to go out lmstTabernacle saved men and saved women, for Jesus
Christ’'s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
LUKE 12:35 -48.

Verses 35-37Let your loins be girded about, and your lights fing; and you yourselves like unto
men that wait for their master, when he will retdraom the wedding; that when he comes and knocks,
they may open unto him immediately. Blessed argethervants whom the master, when he comes, shall
find watching: verily | say unto you, that he shgilld himself, and make them to sit down to mead, a
will come forth and serve them.

This is a wonderful passage. Christ has alreadyomadurn as a Servitor. He was Master and Lord,
yet He washed His disciples’ feet. But He says thate are watchful and faithful, if we truly serve
Him, the day shall come when, in all His robeslofyg He shall gird Himself and serve us.

38-40.And if he shall come in the second watch, or cam#ée third watch, and find them so,
blessed are those servants. And this know, titheigood man of the house had known what hour the
thief would come, he would have watched, and nwe ledlowed his house to be broken into. Be you
therefore ready also: for the Son of man comesdiaur when you think not.

This is a warning to Christ's own people, but istdl more a warning to those who dot know
Him. Suppose He were to come tonight—where wouldly®, you who have, up to now, lived as if you
were your own masters and were by no means thargsrof Christ? Take heed unto yourselves, for
you know not when your Lord shall come!

41-44.Then Peter said unto Him, Lord, speak, then, tlaisaple unto us, or even to all? And the
Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise stelyavhom his master shall make ruler over his heuse

Volume 41 Tell someone today how much you love g&3rist. 7




8 Faithful Stewardship Sermon #2440

hold, to give them their portion of meat in duessee Blessed is that servant whom his master, Wwaen
comes, shall find so doing. Of a truth | say urdga,ythat he will make him ruler over all that hesha

What rewards Christ has in store for His peopledéf will but be His servants, now, and the serv-
ants of our brothers and sisters, He will makeulsrs over all that He has! | cannot attempt tolarp
all that these words mean, but | bless the Lortttiey are absolutely true!

45, 46.But and if that servant says in his heart, My madedays his coming; and shall begin to
beat the male and female servants, and to eat an#l,cand to be drunk; the master of that servaitit w
come on a day when he looks not for him, and dtam when he is not aware, and will cut him in sun-
der, and will appoint him his portion with the utiegers.

Again let me say that | cannot attempt to expldlithat these words mean, but, oh, what will be the
horror, the terror, of the punishment which willl fapon the unfaithful steward, the minister whairs
true to his holy calling, the professor who saya tie is a child of God and a steward of Chrisd, yet
is unfaithful to his trust? | will read our Lordigords again. You know how we are sometimes accused
of saying things too dreadful about the wrath otiGo the world to come, but, beloved, we never say
anything dreadful enough! If you will carefully eréne the Word of God, you will find there expres-
sions such as even Dante or the mediaeval preaetithsall the horrors they depicted, never surpdss
We cannot exaggerate the awful depth of meaninghwhie find in the words of the loving Christ,
Himself! Let me read this verse again: “The mastdhat servant will come on a day when he looks no
for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, aticcut him in sunder, and will appoint him his por
tion with the unbelievers.”

47, 48.And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and dot prepare himself, neither did accord-
ing to his will, shall be beaten with many stripBsit he that knew not, and did commit things woahy
stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For umttomever much is given, of him shall be much re-
quired, and to whom men have committed much, oftesnwill ask the more.

Judge you, then, brothers and sisters, how mudchbitity and talent your Lord has entrusted to
you—and be not content to have rendered Homeservice—but look for proportionate service and
humble yourselves in His presence if your servicaat in proportion to the opportunities entrusied
you! Who among us can refrain from humbling himéeifore God when he thinks of this?

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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