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“They are without excuse: because that, when theyew God,
they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankfu
Romans 1:20, 21.

THIS first chapter of the Epistle to the Romans idreadful portion of the Word of God. | should
hardly like to read it all through aloud—it is natended to be so used. Read it at home and ki&edtar
at the awful vices of the Gentile world. Unmentibleacrimes were the common pleasures of those
wicked ages. But the chapter is also a strikingupécof heathenism at the present time. After asiois
ary had gone into a certain part of India and hadrgaway New Testaments, a Hindu waited upon him
and asked him this question—"Did you not write tfiat chapter in the Epistle to the Romans aftar y
came here?” “No,” replied the missionary, “I didt nerite it at all. It has been there nearly twoukand
years.” The Hindu said, “Well, if it has not beemitten since you came here, all | can say is that i
might have been so written, for it is a fearfullye description of the sin of India.” It is also aumore
true, even of London, than some of us would likedomit. Even here are committed those vices, the
very mention of which would make the cheek of méglés crimson. However, | am not going to talk
about Hindus—they are a long way off. | am not gdim speak about the ancient Romans—they lived a
couple of thousand years ago. | am going to spbaktaourselves and about some persons here whom
my text admirably fits. | fear that | am speakimgsbme who are “without excuse: because that, when
they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neitlvere thankful.”

I. The first charge against those who are mentionady text is LACK OF REVERENCE. “They
knew God,” but “they glorified Him not as God.” Th&new that there was a God—they never denied
His existence—nbut they had no reverence for Hisenahhey did not render Him the homage to which
He is entitled—they did not glorify Him as God.

Of many this is still true in this fornthey never think of God'hey go from year to year without any
practical thought of God. Not only is He not in itheords, but He is not in their thoughts. As the
Psalmist puts it, “The wicked, through the pridehtsf countenance, will not seek after God: Godais n
at all in his thoughts.” The marginal reading igwexpressive—"All his thoughts are, There is no
God.” Whether there is a God or not makes no pralctifference to the wicked—they have so little
esteem for Him that, perhaps, if we could prove thare were no God, they would feel easier inrthei
conscience. There must be something very wrong yathwhen you would rather that there would be
no God. “Well,” said one, “l do not care much whestthere is a God or not. | am an agnostic.” “Oh!”
replied, “that is a Greek word, is it not? And #guivalent Latin word is, ‘l[gnoramus.” Somehow he
did not like the Latin nearly as much as the Gréatk, dear friends, | could not bear to be an “ignor
mus” or an “agnostic” about God! | must have a Garinnot do without Him. He is to me as necessary
as food to my body and air to my lungs. The sadgts that many, who believe that there is a Gedl, y
glorify Him not as God, for they do not even giverHa thought. | appeal to some here, whether that i
not true. You go from the beginning of the weekhe end of it without reflecting upon God at albw
could do as well without God as with Him. Is noatthhe case? And must there not be something very
terrible in the condition of your heart when, asr@ature, you can do without a thought of your @rea
when He that has nourished you and brought yousupmthing to you, one of whom you never think?

These people, furthemave no right conceptions of Gobhe true conception of God is that He is all
in all. If God is anything, we ought to make Himeeything. You cannot put God in the second place.
He is Almighty, All-Wise, All-Gracious, knowing ewghing, being in every place, constantly present,
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the emanations of His power found in every parthefuniverse. God is infinitely glorious—and unless
we treat Him as such, we have not treated Him asuggt to be treated. If there is a king and heets

to open the door or do menial work, he is not hedas a king should be. Shall the great God be made
a lackey for our lusts? Shall we put God asidesadto Him, “When | have a more convenient season,
| will send for You—when | have more money, | walitend to religion”? Or, “When | can be religious
and not lose anything by it, then | will seek You® you treat God so? Oh, beware; this is highstiea
against the King of Kings. Wrong ideas of God, glowg thoughts of God come under the censure of
the text, “When they knew God, they glorified Himtras God.”

Again, dear friends, there are some who think ofl @ little, butthey never offer Him any humble,
spiritual worship Do not imagine that God can be worshipped byrangtwhich is merely mechanical
or external—and which is not from the heart. A sfyg@ god must that god be who is pleased with what
some men call worship. | have been into many a Ro@atholic Church and seen upon the altar paper
flowers that would have been a disgrace to a tapardAnd | have said, “Is God pleased with this kind
of thing?” Then | have been into a better buildargl | have seen crucifixes and altars adorneddike
fine lapidary’s shop—and | have said to myself, &ylmight adorn a bride, but God cares not for jew-
els.” Is your conception of God that He desiresrygald and your silver, your brass and your fimehi
and all these adornments? You think that He is suche as yourself. Surely you have poor conception
of God. When the organ peals out its melodiousgphat the heart is not in the singing, do youkhin
that God has ears like a man that can be ticklé¢hl sweet sounds? Why have you brought Him down to
your level? He is spiritual. The music that delgghlim is the love of a true heart, the prayer otar-
ious spirit. He has better music than all your asggand drums can ever bring to Him. If He wanted mu
sic, He would not have asked you, for winds and evanake melodies transcendently superior to all
your chief musicians can compose. Does He wantleanthen His torch makes the mountains to be
great altars, smoking with the incense of praisthtéoGod of creation? Oh, brethren, | fear thdtais
been true of many who externally appeared to bewutev‘When they knew God, they glorified Him
not as God!” Weep over your sin—now you have giedfHim as God. Fall on your face and be noth-
ing before the Most High—nowou have glorified Him as God. Accept His righteoess. Adore His
bleeding Son. Trust in His infinite compassion. Ngou have glorified Him as God, for “God is a Spiri
and they that worship Him must worship Him in gpamd in truth.” How far, my dear hearers, have you
complied with that requisition?

Further, the people mentioned in my text did dotity God, for they did not obediently serve Him
My dear hearer, hawouserved God? Have you looked upon yourself as aasenf God? When you
awoke in the morning, did you say, “What does Gryeet me to do today?” When you have summed
up the day, have you applied this test, “How farehbendeavored to serve God today?” There are many
who serve only themselves, and there is no masteg tgrannical than unsanctified self! Many aré-toi
ing like slaves at the galleys for wealth, for hgrfor respectability, for something for themselvBsit
remember, if the Lord is God and He made us, wédauad to serve Him. How is it that God has kept
you alive these 40 years, perhaps twice forty, ymd have never glorified Him as God by rendering
Him any service whatsoever? This is a very solemguiry. | should like everyone whom it concerns to
take it home to his own conscience.

There is another charge to be brought againsetiw® glorified not God, although they knew Him.
That is,they did not trust HimThe place for man is under the shadow of Godrgyaii If He made me, |
ought to seek Him in the hour of trouble. In thediof my need | should apply to His bounty. If élfe
unhappy | should look to Him for comfort. My deagdners, are there not some of you who have never
did trust God yet? You run to your neighbors asmsa® ever you are in difficulties. You trust youd o
uncle, but you never trust your God. Oh, what atetred business is this, if God, who is all trutld af
love, does not have the confidence of His own areat Remember how the Lord spoke by the mouth
of Jeremiah—"Cursed is the man that trusts in mah rmaakes flesh his arm, and whose heart departs
from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath ia tesert, and shall not see good when it comes; but
shall inhabit the parched places in the wildernass, salt land and not inhabited. Blessed is tla@m m
that trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the Lordras he shall be as a tree planted by the wadens,
that spreads out her roots by the river, and siallsee when heat comes, but her leaf shall bengree
and shall not be careful in the year of droughithee shall cease from yielding fruit.” The peophen-
tioned in the text knew God, but they did not tridsh.
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In addition to thisthey did not seek to commune with HAne there not some here who never tried
to speak to God? It never occurred to you, didhitd God has not spoken to you—at least you have not
known whose voice it was when He did speak. It \®gy sad business when a boy, who has been at
home with his father and mother for years, has ngpeken to them. He came down in the morning and
ate his breakfast. He came in and devoured hiseditfe took his supper with them by night, but meve
spoke to them. Would you have a boy of that kiroh§ with you? You would be obliged to say. “John,
you must leave—it pains me to send you away, lmanhot bear to have you sitting here in silence. If
speak to you, you never answer me.” Some of yonataremember the time when you spoke to God, or
God spoke to you. It is so very long ago, if it eded occur in your past experience. There is a man
somewhere here who did speak to God the otherHiagalled upon God with a foul and blasphemous
oath. When he was telling a lie, he called upon @oditness it. Ah, yes, you have broken the sienc
but it would have been better not to have spokan th have uttered those vile blasphemies agdiest t
Most High! Your horrible words have entered inte #ars of the Lord God of Sabaoth, and as the Lord
lives, you will have to answer for them to the ¢gré&adge of all men unless you seek His face ardl fin
forgiveness through His Son. Our Savior said tbateferyidle word that men shall speak, they shall
give account in the Day of Judgement—how much rsbedl they be required to answer for every evil,
false, slanderous, blasphemous word they have apoke

But are there not many persons who have neveredti@n oath and are scrupulously careful about
speaking the truth, who have never had any spiritoraverse with God? Wretched creatures indeed are
you, even though you are healthy and prosperous hgwe missed the highest good, the best blessing
that man can know.

There are some who, although they know Gbdy do not want to be reconciled to Hiihere is a
way of perfect reconciliation between God and m&hosoever believes in Christ Jesus is at once for-
given—he is adopted into the family of God, he Ksithe wine of the love of God—he is saved with an
everlasting salvation. There are many who knowithihieir minds, but it never excites any desineifo
in their hearts. No, whether reconciled or unreded¢cdoes not trouble them. Do you not know, O man
that the English of it is, “I defy God. | neitheant His love, nor fear His hate. | will lift my fadefore
His thunderbolts and dare Him to do His worst”? @ital defiance of the blessed God! May the Spirit
of God work upon your conscience now, to make yee the evil of this condition and turn from it!
While | speak, | feel deeply troubled to have tg sénat | do, but | am only speaking of what many a
conscience here must confess to be true. Youdmme of you, knowing God, but not glorifying Him as
God.

Il. Now | take from my text the second accusation wigctertainly quite as sad as the other. Those
who are mentioned by Paul are accused of LACK ORRTRUDE. It is said of them that, “When they
knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neitherevihankful.”

| cannot say anything much worse of a man thanhbas not thankful to those who have been his
benefactors, but when you say that he is not than&fGod, you have said about the worst thing you
can say of him. Now look not merely at the peopl®wved in Paul’'s day, but at those who are living
now. | will soon prove ingratitude on the part cmy. There are many counts in the indictment wehav
to bring against them in God’s high court of justic

First,God is despisedrou young men and women who are beginning lffgou are intelligent and
wise, say, “We wish that we knew what we oughtddar our own preservation and happiness. And we
should also like to know what to avoid lest we ddado ourselves harm.” Well, now. The book of the
law of the ten commands is simply the sanitary la&gn of the moral world, telling us what would
damage us and what would benefit us. We ought webgethankful to have such plain directions. “You
shall.” “You shall not.” But see. God has taken tfaible to give us this map of the way and todire
us in the right road—yet some have despised theembaguide. They have gone directly in the tedth o
the law of God. In fact, it looks as if the veryisignce of the law has been a provocation for them
break it. Is not this a piece of dreadful ingrateé@ Whenever God says, “You shall not,” it is beeait
would be mischievous for us to do it. Sometimesl.amdon, when the ice in the parks is not strong
enough to bear, they put up boards on which isvbr@, “Dangerous.” Who but a fool would go where
that danger signal is? The ten commands indicatd i8tdangerous—no, what is fatal. Keep clear lof al
that is forbidden.

Next,God’s Day is dishonoreldy those who are not thankful to Him. God has,reagmercy, given
us a day—one day in seven, wherein to rest, atiuirk of holy things. There were seven days thad Go
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had in the week. He said, “Take six and use theyour business.” No, we must have the seventh as
well. It is as if one upon the road saw a poor mmaghistress and having but seven shillings, theegaus
person gave the poor man six—but when the wretdnsheambled to his feet, He followed his benefac-
tor to knock him down and steal the seventh siglftom him. How many do this! The Sabbath is their
day for sport, for amusement, for anything butdberice of God. They rob God of His day, thougbeit
but one in seven. This is base unthankfulness. Méaynany here confess that they have been guilty of
it? If so, let no more Sabbaths be wasted, buhkat sacred hours, and all the week between, betsp
in diligent search after God. And then, when youehtbund Him, the Lord’s-Day will be the brightest
gem of all the seven, and you will sing with Dr. Wga—

“Welcome, sweet day of rest,

That saw the Lord arise;

Welcome to this reviving breast,

And these rejoicing eyes!”

Moreover,God’s Book is neglecteay these ungrateful beings. He has given us a Bduke-is a
copy of it. Was there ever such a Book so full edddem and so full of love? Let a man look at it on
bended knees, for he may find heaven between thagges. But when God has taken the trouble to make
this wonderful Book, there are many who do not tidieetrouble to read it. Ah, me, what ingratitude!
father’s love letter to his son and his son leavesiread. Here is a Book, the likes of which is be-
neath the cope of heaven, and God has exercisedHise@mniscience to make it a perfect Book for all
ranks and conditions of men, in all periods of wwrld’s history—and yet, such is man’s ingratitude,
that he turns away from it.

But there is something much wors&ed’s Son is refuselly the unthankful. God had but one
Son—and such a Son—one with Himself, infinite, hélys delight! He took Him from His bosom and
sent Him to this earth. The Son took our nature lz@chme a servant and then died the death of a fel-
on—the death of the cross—and all to save uspaltife guilty, all for men who were His enemies. |
feel guilty myself while | am talking about it, thiado not burst into tears. This must be one efrtiys-
teries that the angels cannot comprehend, that@Ffmest had died, there were found sinners wholaou
not be saved by Him. They refused to be washelddriduntain filled with blood. They rejected etdrna
life, even though it streamed from the five greairits of His wounded body. They chose hell rather
than salvation by His blood. They were so in lovthvheir dire enemy, sin, that they would not be-r
onciled to God, even by the death of His Son. @fatitude, you have reached your utmost limit now,
for you have trodden under foot the Son of God lsanke counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
He was sanctified, an unholy thing, and have daspite unto the Spirit of grace! Is it not terrible

I might stop here, but for the sake of pricking tonscience of some, | want to say, dear friends,
that there are some persons so ungratefulGbdts deliverances are forgotteBome years ago | spoke
with a soldier who rode in the fatal charge at Baea. And when he told me so, | took him by the
hand—I could not help it—though he was a strangeang, the tears were in my eyes, and | said, Sir,
hope that you are God’s man after such deliverascthat.” Almost all the saddles emptied, shot and
shell flying to the right and left, death mowingvdothe whole brigade, yet he escaped. But I did not
find that he had given his heart to Christ. Over¢his a man who has been in a half-a-dozen shghare
and if he does not mind, he will be shipwreckedlteeternity! One here has had yellow fever. Aln, si
there is a worse fever than that on you now! | caspeak of all the cases here of strange delicesan
but | do not doubt that | address some who hava beeveen the jaws of death. They have looked over
the edge of that dread precipice, beneath whi¢cheédathomless abyss. You vowed that if God would
spare your life, you would never be what you weseéote—and in truth you are not—you are worse
than ever. You are now sinning against the liglat imarshameful ingratitude. God have mercy upon you!

How often, dear friends, is there ingratitude ba part of unconverted men in the matteiGafd
Providencegnored! Why, look at some of you! You never misseaheal in your lives. When you went
to the table, there was always something on it. Mever had to lose a night’s rest for need of a bed
Some of you, from your childhood, have had all thedrt could wish. If God has treated you so, while
many are crushed with poverty, should He not haweesgratitude from you? You had a good mother.
You had a tender father. You have gone from onmn fof relationship to another with increasing com-
fort. You are spared and your mother is spared—yater and children are spared. Indeed, God has
made your path very smooth. Some of you are gettimign business, while other men are failing—some
of you have every comfort at home, while othersehlagen widowed and their children have fallen, one
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after the other. Will you never be grateful? Hdrdrd heart, will you never break? Will any mercydbe
you? | appeal to some here, whose path has betl 86 mercies that they ought to think of God and
turn to Him with sincere repentance and faith.

But one says, “I have had good luck.” What cambese than that? Here is unthankfulness to God,
indeed, when you ascribe His good gifts to “goozkltu“Well, you know, but | have been a very hard-
working man.” | know you have, but who gave yowstkirength for your work? “I have a good supply
of brains while others do not.” Did you make yowrmobrains? Do you not feel that any man who talks
about his own wisdom and his own wit writes “FOCdc¢ross his forehead in capital letters? We owe
everything to God. Shall we give God nothing? Shedlhave no gratitude to Him from whom all our
blessings have come? God forgive us if it has lserand give us grace to alter our past course at
once!

Once more, there is another piece of ingratitfdelach many are guilty$sod’s Spirit is resisted by
them The Spirit of God comes to them and gently tosdhem. Perhaps He has done so tonight while
you have been sitting here. You have said, “Dotalét quite so plainly to us. Give us a little comtfa
little breathing space. Do not be quite so hardi®i | hope that it was the Spirit of God rathearththe
preacher who was dealing with you. At any rate hide done so a good many times and you have tried
to drive from your heart your best Friend. You h&een so ungenerous to Him that when He came to
lead you to Christ, you summoned all your streragtth the devil came to help you. And up till nowuyo
have resisted the Spirit of God with some degresuotess. The Lord have mercy on you! How true is
my text still, even of many who are found in theug® of prayer, “When they knew God, they glorified
Him not as God, neither were thankful!”

[II. Now I finish with my third point which is that THISRREVERENCE AND INGRATITUDE
WERE AGAINST KNOWLEDGE. “When they knew God, thelpgfied Him not as God, neither were
thankful.”

Will you kindly notice that, according to my tekihowledge is of no use if it does not lead to holy
practice? “They knew God.” It was no good to them to knowdG@or “they glorified Him not as God.”
So my theological friend over there, who knows agecimthat he can split hairs over doctrines—it does
not matter what you think or even what you knowesslit leads you to glorify God and to be thankful.
No, your knowledge may be a millstone about yowkn®e sink you down in woe eternal, unless your
knowledge is turned to holy practice.

Indeed knowledge will increase the responsibility of thedeo are irreverent and ungratefuPaul
says, “They are without excuse: because that, whmenknew God, they glorified Him not as God, nei-
ther were thankful.” Whatever excuse might be nfad¢hose who never heard of God, there was none
for these people. My dear hearers, you also arthtwi excuse.” Many of you have had godly parents.
You have attended a gospel ministry. Your Sunddpaicteachers and Christian friends have taught
you the way of salvation—you are not ignorant. duydo not glorify God, if you are not thankful to
Him, it will be more tolerable for the people ofddwn and Gomorrah at the Day of Judgment than for
you, for they never had the privileges that youendespised. Remember how the Savior upbraided the
cities wherein most of His mighty works were domeduse they repented not—"Woe unto you, Chora-
zin! Woe unto you, Bethsaida, for if the mighty w®mwhich were done in you had been done in Tyre
and Sidon, they would have repented long ago ikchaith and ashes.” | hardly know which is the
greater wonder—that the poor people who saw Chrmstghty works did not repent—or that those who
would have repented if they had seen those worke n& permitted to see them.

| wish, dear friends that you could go out of thiigte of not glorifying God and not being thankful
Surely, you only want to have the case stated la@d®bpirit of God to speak to your conscience teseau
you to say, “I cannot bear to be in such a dreaddumidition without regard to God any longer.” May
God enable you to repent tonight! Change your miingt is the meaning of the word “repent.” Change
your mind and say, “We will glorify God. There iSGaeat First Cause. There is a Creator. There must
be an omnipotent, all-wise Being. We will worshiprH We will say in our hearts, ‘This God shall be
our God and we will trust Him, if He will but acdeys.”

Then remember the years that are past. They ievlyreat debt and you cannot pay it, for if you go
on serving God without a flaw to the end of yode,lithere is the old debt still due. There areybars
that are gone and “God requires the years thagtase” Well now, hear what He has done. He hasgive
His dear Son to “bear our sins in His own bodylontree”—and if you will trust Christ—then know of
a surety that Christ has put away your sin andareuforgiven. “Look”—that is His word—"Look unto
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Me, and be you saved, all you ends of the earthéNthe bronze serpent was lifted up, all those who
were bitten had to do was to look at the serpebtrass—and everyone that looked, lived. If any wian
that crowd had looked at Moses that would not Heaed him. If he had looked at the fiery serpents
and tried to pull them off, that would not have leeahim. But as he looked to the bronze serpentaand
his eyes caught the gleam of the brass, the deadbent’s bites were healed and the man lived. ltook
Jesus. Look now. May God the Holy Spirit lead yould so!

“l do not feel fit,” says one. That is looking yourself. “I do not feel my need enough,” says anot
er. That is trusting to your sense of need. Away wverything that is in you or about you, and pngst
Christ—and you shall immediately be saved. Whoavehis great congregation will but look to Jesus
shall be saved upon the spot. However great yoguitres, however stony your heart, however despair
ing your mind, look, look, look, look. And then, @ you look to Christ, your ingratitude will be for
given and it will die. You will love Him who hasved you and you shall be saved and saved forever.

When we received 82 into the church last Lord’s¢Baening, | could not help breathing an earnest
prayer that this might be the beginning of a relilay it come tonight and may many in these twb ga
leries and down below be carried away by that kldgle of mighty grace that shall sweep them off
their feet and land them safe on the Rock of Ages!

Will you, dear friends, pray for this? | shall febat even my poor, weak instrumentality will be
quite sufficient for the greatest work if | haveuygrayers at my back. Will you, tonight, at thenfly
altar or at your own bedsides make it a specigjestiof prayer that men and women who knew God,
but glorified Him not as God, and were not thankfuohy tonight turn to God? If | could get at sonfie o
you who are living without Christ, | should like ttm what the Roman ambassadors used to do. When
they came to a king who was at war with the empimey said to him, “Will you have peace with Rome,
or not?” If he said that he must have time to thinkver, the ambassador, with his rod, drew a ring
around the man and said, “You must decide befovecyoss that line, for if you do not say, ‘Peate-
fore you step out of it, Rome will crush you witbrtarmies.” There are no doors to the pews, otlserwi
| would say, “Shut those doors, and do not letgbeple out until God decides them.” Lord, shut them
in! Lord, arrest them, hold them fast, and let thesh go till each one of them has said, “I believelp
You my unbelief.” May God bless you all, for Jessake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON
ROMANS 1:1-25

Verse 1.Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be aostlp, separated unto the gospel of God.
Paul had not seen the Romans when he wrote trsieeprhey were strangers to him and therefore he
begins by asserting his apostleship, “called tamapostle, separated unto the gospel of God.” &hat
pression should be true of every Christian minisfée are not apostles, but we are “separated teto t
gospel of God.” | do not think that we are calledhave anything to do with party politics, or sbcia
problems, or any such questions—we are set apahifpurpose—*“separated unto the gospel of God.”
There are plenty of people who can attend to thioisgs better than we can. If we mind our own busi-
ness, or rather, if we mind our Master’s busin@sswho are ministers will have quite enough to do.
“Separated unto the gospel of God.” There are sSoredren who in preaching are as timid as mice—
but on a political platform they can roar like IeorHad not they better take to what they like lzemt
give up the work at which they are not at home?ripipart, | believe that | am like Paul when hessay
that he was “separated unto the gospel of God kat apart unto the gospel, cut off from everyghin
else so that | may preach the glorious gospel@btassed God to the perishing sons of men.

2. (Which He had promised afore by His prophets inkuody Scripture$. Notice, brethren, how
reverent the apostles were to Holy Scripture. Thag no doubt about its inspiration. They quoted the
Old Testament and delighted to make it a kind cidéor the New Testament—"which He had prom-
ised afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures.”

3, 4.Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which wasle the seed of David according to the
flesh; and declared to be the Son of God with ppaetording to the Spirit of holiness, by the reesaor
tion from the deadwhat a glorious Lord we serve! He is God’s Son-stdeChrist our Lord.” In His
human nature, He is a man of royal race—"of thel sgeéDavid.” He was a man, therefore He died, but
He rose again, for He was more than man—-“declardxttthe Son of God with power.”

5, 6.By whom we have received grace and apostleshimiedience to the faith among all nations,
for His name: among whom are you also the calledestis ChristThat is a sweet name for every truly
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converted man, “called of Jesus Christ.” He hakedajou personally. He has called you effectudtlg.
has called you out of the world. He has called yda fellowship with Himself—*“the called of Jesus
Christ.” The revised version has it—“called to lesuls Christ’'s.” Those who are called by Christ are
called to be His.

7, 8.To all that are in Rome, beloved of God, calledbéosaints: grace to you and peace from God
our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. First, Inkamy God through Jesus Christ for you all, thairyo
faith is spoken of throughout the whole wokldhat contrasts we have in the seventh verse! “Im&o
beloved of God.” “In Rome called to be saints.” Gk beloved ones in the darkest parts of the.earth
There is all the more reason for them to be sdiatause they are surrounded by sinners. They must
have had true faith, or they could not have comf@<shrist between the jaws of a lion, for they dive
Rome, with Nero hunting after Christians as if theyl been wild beasts, and yet they were not asthhame
of the gospel of Christ.

9. For God is my witness, whom | serve with my spirthe gospel of His Son, that without ceasing
| make mention of you always in my praydrsis man, Paul, did a great deal by prayer. | rebwna
minister, who is now with the Lord, who was thanksdhis people for his wonderful sermons. But he
said to them, “You never thanked me for my prayges they were the best part of my service for You.
When men of God are mighty in prayer, we owe mocdihém.

10. Making request, if by any means now at lengthdhtnhave a prosperous journey by the will of
God to come unto yolaul wanted to go to Rome, but | do not supposehbaver thought that he
would go there at the expense of the governmetti, avi imperial guard to take care of him all theywa
We pray and God gives us the answer to our pesitidout often in a way in which we would never
have dreamed. Paul goes to Rome as a prisonehfist€ sake. Now suppose Paul had gone to Rome
in any other capacity—he could not have seen Caklgacould not have obtained admission into Cae-
sar's house. The prison of the Palatine was judeuthe vast palace of the Caesars and everybody in
the house could come into the guard room—and haedkavith Paul if they were minded to do so. |
suppose that whatever | might be willing to pagpuld not have preached in the palace of the Queen,
even in this nominally Christian country. But Pauhs installed as a royal chaplain over Caesar’s
household in the guard room of the Palatine pristow wonderfully God works to accomplish His di-
vine purposes!

11, 12.For | long to see you, that | may impart unto yome spiritual gift, to the end you may be
established; that is, that | may be comforted tbgetvith you by the mutual faith of you and rmaul
wanted his faith to establish theirs and theithfait establish his. Christians grow rich by an exae of
spiritual commodities, but | am afraid some Chaiss are very poor because they do not engage in the
spiritual bartering with one another. You know hidwas in the old time, “They that feared the Lord
spoke often one to another.” Shall | tell you howsinow? They that fear not the Lord speak oftea o
against another. That is a very sad difference.f@hmore Christian communion, for when we blend
our “mutual faith,” we are “comforted together’—éaoeliever grows stronger as he cheers his brothers
and sisters in the Lord!

13. Now | would not have you ignorant, brethren, tbeientimes | purposed to come unto ydut
was hindered until noyythat I might have some fruit among you also eseamong other Gentileah,
Paul, you could not go when you wished. Caesar iwstoy you. Your Master would have you go to
Rome under the protection of the eagles of the em@od has servants everywhere—He can make Sa-
tan himself provide the bodyguard for His faithfydostle’s journey.

14.1 am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Badi@sj both to the wise, and to the unwiBaul
felt a debt to everybody. The God who saved himdaaad him that he might preach the gospel in eve-
ry place he could reach. Brethren, if you haveivetemuch from God, you are so much the debtor to
men and you are debtors not only to the respecthbteto the disreputable—debtors not only to those
who come to a place of worship, but to the dwelierthe slums—-to the Greeks, and to the barbarians
to the wise and to the unwise.”

15.So, as much as in me, | am ready to preach thpejds you that are at Rome also. For | am not
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus ChN&iny other people were ashamed of the gospel abClirwas
too simple—it had not enough of mystery abouttihdd not enough of worldly wisdom about it. Paul
says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christg’ #tnen gives his reason for not being ashameg-of i

16, 17.For it is the power of God unto salvation to evergdhat believes; to the Jew first, and also
to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness ofl ®vealed from faith to faith: as it is writtefhe
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just shall live by faithThe gospel tells us about this living by faith sthielieving, this receiving right-
eousness through believing and not through workiigs is the sweet story of the cross, of whichlPau
was not ashamed.

18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven agaall ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who hold the truth in unrighteousnédsose last words may be read, “Wihald downthe truth in
unrighteousness.” They will not let the truth wanon their hearts. They will not allow it to operan
their minds, but they try to make it an excusetfair sin. Is there anybody here who is holding dow
the truth to prevent its entering his heart? | that there are some such persons who have coraddner
years—and the truth has pricked them, troubled theatde them lie awake at night—but they are hold-
ing it down, like one who grasps a wild animal hg ears and holds it down for fear it should bita.h
Oh, sirs, when you are afraid of the truth, you meyl be afraid of hell!l When you and the truth gua
rel, you had better end your fighting soon, for yall have the worst of it if you do not yield, “Fohe
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against afjoditiness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
down the truth in unrighteousness.”

19, 20.Because that which may be known of God is manifestem; for God has showed it unto
them. For the invisible things of Him from the diea of the world are clearly seen, being understoo
by the things that armade, even His eternal power and Godhead; so tiegt &re without excusMen
who never heard the gospel can see God in His wirlteey open their eyes. There is written upoa th
face of nature enough to condemn men if they dotunot to God. There is a gospel of the sea, of the
heavens, of the stars, and of the sun—and if mémauat read it, they are guilty—for they are willfy
ignorant of what they might know and ought to know.

21, 22 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified kit as God, neither were thankful; but
became vain in their imaginations, and their fooliseart was darkened. Professing themselves to be
wise, they became foolBhe way to be a fool is to pretend to be wise. Arshut to wisdom is the con-
fession of folly. The near way to folly is the pestion of wisdom.

23, 24.And changed the glory of the incorruptible God iato image made like corruptible man,
and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creepimggs. Therefore God also gave them up to unclean-
ness through the lust of their own hearts, to disiiaheir own bodies between themselvess very
easy to make a beast of yourself when you have mddast to be your god, as the Egyptians did, when
they worshipped the god that they had made indhma bf an ox, or a crocodile, or a cat.

25. Who changed the truth into a lie, and worshippad aerved the creature more than the Crea-
tor, who is blessed forever. Amérhere are many preachers who have “changed thHeima a lie"—
and by their exaltation of man, they have “worskigpp@nd served the creature more than the Creator,
who is blessed forever.” God save all of us fromhsidlolatry as that! Amen.
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