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“And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Becauseiywave done this, you are cursed above all cattle,
and above every beast of the field. Upon your bshgll you go, and dust shall you eat all the days
of your life: and I will put enmity between you anthe woman, and between your seed and
her seed; it shall bruise your head, and you shaillise His heel.”
Genesis 3:14, 15.

SOME master in Israel who wanted to help the measaof his hearers has said that the three things
to be preached above everything else are the RieeeRuin, Redemption, and Regeneration. He spoke
wisely and well. How will men seek salvation if yhdo not feel their ruin? Where is there salvation
except in the atoning blood? What is salvationb®ihg created anew unto holiness? It is a noteworth
fact that, in Holy Scripture there are three thaotthpters which deal with these things in the falles
manner. The third of Genesis reveals Ruin. TheltbirRomans teaches Redemption. The third of John
sets forth Regeneration. Will our young friendssbegood as to read those chapters through with care
at home? It is also worthy of mention that not aidyeach of these chapters teach its own R, btittha
also teaches the other two R’s. In this third oin€&as we have not only Ruin, but we have the
Redeemer in “the seed of the woman,” and we hageiRation in the expression, “I will put enmity
between you and the woman.” God’s regenerating poveates a hatred of evil in the chosen seed. The
same you will find in the other chapters, for thed of Romans contains a fearful description & $m
and ruin of men. And in the third of John, afteuywave read, “You must be born-again,” not far fiibm
you find it written, “And as Moses lifted up thergent in the wilderness, even so must the Son af ma
be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him might perish, but have eternal life.” Believe any oégh
great truths of God and the rest follow as a nesgssonsequence. May we be helped this morning to
learn something with regard to Ruin, Redemption Radeneration from the passage now before us!

| pray you, never regard that story of the ser@ent fable. It is said, nowadays, that it is aemer
allegory. Yet there is nothing in the Book to markere history ends and parable begins—it all runs o
as actual history and as Bishop Horsley forcibipaeks, “If any part of this narrative is allegoticao
part is naked matter of fact.” It seems to me th#tere was only an allegorical serpent, there amas
allegorical Paradise, with allegorical rivers anl@gorical trees. And the men and women were both
allegorical and the chapter which speaks of the&ation is an allegory. And the only thing thatstiis
an allegorical heaven and an allegorical eartthdfBook of Genesis is an allegory, it is an altggal
through—and you have an allegorical Abraham—witkgarical circumcision. Then you would have
an allegorical Jacob and an allegorical Judah—aisdniot unfair to push the theory onward and ireput
to Judah allegorical descendants called Jews.fButui borrow any money from this race, you will not
find them allegorical when you have to pay! Itdéeito call the narrative of the Fall a mere allgge
one had better say at once that he does not believdBible. There is something sane about that
declaration, although it is folly. But to say, “Ofes, it is a venerable volume and worthy to belistl)
but it is padded out with many an allegory,” isstiy something which confutes itself if you come to
look into it. The Bible is intended to be real bistand it contains some portions which, by theseor
of everybody, are real history. But Moses couldl®an historian and yet set mere fables befoses s
part of his story. To write a jumble of allegorydaof fact causes a man to lose the character efable
historian and we had better repudiate him at ofbere was a real serpent, as there was a realifarad
There was a real Adam and Eve who stood at the tfeawl race, and they really sinned and our race |
really fallen. Believe this.

When Satan, “that old serpent, the Devil and Sat@s the Apocalypse calls him—determined to
tempt Eve in order that he might destroy the racehich God evidently took much delight, he could
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not appear to the woman as a spirit. Spirits ateabe discerned by the eye since a pure spiattisng
which none of the outward senses of human beingsapprehend. An immaterial spirit must be
invisible and therefore he must embody himselfame way or other before he can be seen. That Satan
has power to enter into living bodies is clear,lerdid so upon a very large scale with regardé¢o m
the days of Christ. He and his legions were evenpadled to enter into the bodies of swine rathanth
be cast into the deep. Being compelled to havenabodiment, the master evil spirit perceived the
serpent to be at that time among the most subtlellatreatures—and therefore he entered into the
serpent as feeling that he would be most at honteananimal. Out of the serpent he spoke to Eve as
though the serpent itself had spoken. There wascaral and material serpent, but the evil spiribwh
known as “the old serpent” was there, possessiagndtural serpent with all his masterly cunning.
Cruelly determining to lead the human race intotlsat he might thus ruin it and triumph over Gdu t
fallen angel did not hesitate to assume a repileaf Well might Milton make him say—

“O foul descent, that I, who once contended

With gods to sit the highest, am now constrained

Into a beast; and, mixed with bestial slime,

This essence to incarnate, and imbrute,

That to the height of deity aspired!”

Notice carefully, that when the Lord comes to deih the serpent, He does not question him as to
his guilt and the reason of it. And the reasonperhaps, that the guilt of the arch-enemy was self-
evident or, better still, because the Lord had esigh of mercy for him. He meant to make no covenan
of grace for the devil or his angels. He took nptamgels, though he took up the seed of Abraham. In
the infinite sovereignty of God He passed by thHiefiaangels, but He chose to raise fallen man. &hos
who quibble at the doctrine of election should agrsthis question: Why is it that God has left deuvil
without hope and yet has sent His Son to redeenkimd® Is not divine sovereignty manifested here?
We can give no answer to the question, What is thhanGod thus visits him with distinguishing grace,
except this—“He will have mercy on whom He will leamercy, and He will have compassion on whom
He will have compassion™? Intending, therefore, faogiveness to this evil spirit, the Lord put no
guestions to him. His interrogation of our firstr@ats was a sign of mercy. When God chides with a
man’s conscience, it is with the view of blessimgi.hDo | speak to any man here whose sense oEsin i
aroused, who is accused by the Word of God, whig fee Spirit of God working within him as a spirit
of bondage? You may be hopeful because it is so. If God hadnhto destroy you, He would have left
you alone, even as He left the serpent without adwid expostulation and He would have passed
sentence upon you speedily. The very rebukes of &edokens of His favor towards men. With the
serpent, that is, with the evil spirit, God hadupdraiding, but dealt at once by way of doom.

He pronounced a sentence upon the serpent, whitlg it was terrible to him, is most encouraging
to us. And so far as our first parents understapdt imust have been a sun of light to their dark,
depressed souls. For many a year this was theskan@f believing hearts—this gospel of the sergent
doom. Satan was their enemy. He had done them wkmgvas also God’s enemy and God would fight
against him and call them into His battle. He worddse up One who would suffer, but would win the
victory—One whom He calls “the seed of the womdy’Him Satan’s head would be bruised and in
that very fact the race of man would be unspeakialeist!

Last Lords-Day morningNO. 2163, IMMANUEL—THE LIGHT OF LIFE ] | introduced to you
Immanuel—God with us, born of a virgin. We are namning on the same lines and again | would
speak of our Lord Jesus as the woman'’s seed aptl lixh as espousing our quarrel and undoing the
mischief which the old serpent has worked in uddim His believing people shall shortly bruise $ata
under their feet.

We will consider the whole passage and draw froseven lessons. As there are so many, | cannot
dwell upon any one of them at length, but must giga hints of the wealth of meaning which lies
within the words of these most instructive verdaith regard to our archenemy, we may here learn
much.

|. Notice THE INSTRUCTIVE FORM UNDER WHICH SATAN APFARS. The text begins, “The
Lord God said unto the serpent.” Under the serfint he beguiled the woman and under that form he
was condemned. He is a serpent, still. He can gatabmong the weak and defenseless as a roarimg lio
seeking whom he may devour, but he is most at hasrtbe embodiment of a serpent. The serpent was
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most subtle and so is the evil one most cunningt tiok you understand the ways of Satan but yeu ar
mistaken. You have been tempted by him these 3% wal you believe your experience can unravel all
his plots. Ah, my brothers and sisters, he has kagaged in the work of tempting men for nearlyd6,0
years, and he is not only much older, but he isrfare acute and more sagacious than you are. His wa
are not easily found out and though we are notramoof his devices, we know not which device he
will next use. If we have successfully escapednts for 40 years, the skillful fowler may even yet
entangle us. We need to cry each day, “Lead usntmtemptation; but deliver us from the evil one.”
John writes of him in the Revelation as “that addpent, called the Devil and Satan, which deceilres
whole world.” He is more cunning than the wisestwhsoon he entangled Solomon! He is stronger than
the strongest—how fatally he overthrew Samson! dad, men after God’s own heart, like David, have
been led into most grievous sins by his seductidfes.do not know where he now lurks, or from what
quarter he will next shoot his arrows, but we mest mssured that he is always plotting mischieinstja
the people of God and he is working to effect tipailution. We may wisely enter into Paul’'s anxiety
when he wrote to the Corinthians, “But | fear, legtany means, as the serpent beguiled Eve throisgh
subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted froma #implicity that is in Christ.” From the evil
machinations of the subtle one, may the Lord delis

A serpent is verynsinuating. It can enter where another creature could noerBo small an
opening makes room for a serpent and it windsfiteelithout noise. Satan is very insinuating asd a
he entered Paradise, so can he penetrate into disé secret and sacred places. He creeps into the
church, watch though we may. He creeps into hottsmsgh sanctified by devotion. Have you never
found him intruding into your closet during youragers? There may seem to be no loophole and yet
there he is, where he is least expected. Has he&awntd himself into your families? Has he not crops
your hearts? How can we keep him out? We watchhaghis attacks from without but, behold, he has
found a lodging place within! Subtle and insinugtisa Satan—he is a serpent, indeed!

And how venomous! What poison one fang of the old serpent will thrimto our moral system!
Look around and see how many have been poisonddtiet desire for strong drink, with lust, with
avarice, with pride, with anger, with unbelief. Bieserpents are among us and many die of theirmeno
If we tolerate the least sin, it is a burning dioghe veins of the soul! One touch of the fangshid
serpent will work immeasurable sorrow, even if $bel is saved from death. It is only the power ofiG
that keeps us from being destroyed by this vipext He his will, he is a spirit so malignant thathmar
of heaven would survive! O God, keep Your own! Retius from the evil one!

In all probability the reptile called the serpevds a nobler creature before the Fall than now. The
words of our text, so far as they literally concéra serpent, threaten that a change would be \@arke
him. It has been a sort of speculative opinion thatcreature either had wings, or was able to move
without creeping upon the earth as it now doesth@f we know nothing. But assuredly the serpeat is
hated thing with which manhood is at war—and itsrf@nd habit typify all that is mean and cunning.
There is nothing noble, nothing brave, and notliing about the idea of a serpent. Satan was anheng t
first-born of the morning, a swift and shining samv of God, but he transgressed against his sqverei
and fell. And now he is nothing but a serpent—nradigf, base, cunning, and a liar. He is fitly figlre
by “the wily snake.” “He was a murderer from thegimming, and abode not in the truth, because tisere
no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speakssobwn: for he is a liar, and the father of ifbfin
8:44). He goes out to deceive the nations (Rev)26t8 works signs and lying wonders (2 Thess 2:9).
He lays snares, and takes men captive (2 Tim 2k¥9p before your minds the form of a serpent and
remember that after this manner Satan will attamk. YOnly let me soften your fears with the sight of
another serpent—the serpent of brass lifted uppola brought life to those whom evil serpents had
injured. It seems to me a wonder of condescendiagegthat our Lord Jesus could allow Himself to be
symbolized by a form which had been assumed bygteat enemy of souls! Yes, there was the bronze
serpent lifted high upon a pole and they that lopkiough bitten by fiery serpents, lived! Evenghs
Jesus on the cross the sure remedy for sin of daledy Look out with all your eyes of caution fdret
old serpent, the devil. But at the same time lopkuith all your eyes of faith to Him who was made a
curse for us that we might live.

Il. So much for the first lesson, now for the seconbsédve THE MEMORABLE FACT AS TO
SATAN’'S CONDITION. “The Lord God said unto the sern, Because you have done this, you are
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cursed”; and that curse was made emphatic andlatiper He with whom we have to contend has the
curse of God upon him even now! God has blessegébgle, but he has cursed their great enemy! The
curse of God blights and blasts, even as in the chthe fruitless fig tree which, beneath the seo¢ of

the Lord Jesus, withered away. The curse of Goddin upon that foul spirit who represents eitil;
could not justly be otherwise. This is his shame wour strength. The next time you are fightinghwit
Apollyon, here is a keen shaft to hurl at him. Teth he is accursed of God and what has he to tho wi
those whom the Lord has blessed? He whom God Bléessdessed, but he whom God curses is cursed,
indeed. Upon all the power of sin and error, yggruSatan himself, who is the ringleader in evids,

the curse of God abides and this is prophetic ef thverthrow. The truth shall conquer, holinesallsh
overcome. Falsehood and wrong bear the brand of @zon their brow and they shall wither from the
root.

Satan was cursed with reference to us. Our falldraught him no gain, but an increase of divine
displeasure, of disappointment and envy. He wasu@bd’s wrath before, but now the Lord says
concerning him, “You are cursed above all cattle] above every beast of the field.” Though there
comes pain and groaning upon all the lower creatioough man’s sin, there shall come upon the old
serpent a far more exceeding measure of the cesamube he has dared to lead into revolt the race of
man. Who will willingly be the slave of a tyrant atm the Lord has cursed?

Not only Satan, but every form of sin is under thiese. The Tempter would make you think that
some shapes of sin are blessed, but this is fAlksin has a curse attached to it. Keep far fronisi it
false doctrine? It is accursed! Is it living in vianness and carnal pleasure? It is accursed! Tibuch!

You cannot do wrong without defiling yourself witiat which God has cursed. You may imagine that
you will gain many good things by yielding a litile sin, but this is a lie of the adversary; esilass
and ruin. The curse which God pronounced on thgesgris pronounced on the whole of his seed and
everything that is impure, untruthful and unhobsliunder the ban of God.

Brethren, if for Christ’'s sake we should suffevedy, or reproach, or slander, or even deathgther
would be a blessing in it all! But if by means afiy evil we should rise to wealth, honor and ease,
should find in all our gains a burning curse! Whiz@s gold with the curse upon it? It is cankeie
will eat into the soul. God knows what is cursed avhat is blessed; and we may well believe His
declaration that evil is meaner than the brutesmarke sensual than the wild beasts of the fieltlttA$
is a call to escape from the ways of sin. Tremb#t {/ou be found under the curse! Hasten to flee to
Him who can turn the curse into a blessing, eveaslevho bore our sins in His own body on the cross
and so bore away the curse from all believers.

The memorable fact that Satan and the power dfaggiunder the curse should hearten us in our
conflict with spiritual wickedness. We can overcothem, for the curse of the Lord has gone forth
against them.

lll. For a third lesson, note THE REMARKABLE PROSTRATIGMich fell upon the serpent;
Upon your belly shall you go.” So does the serpeate and so does evil labor to make progress. Satan
moves always as a fallen one; not with the digaftjoliness, but groveling low. God has put upos hi
every movement the indication that he is no longerat and wise. The movements of the Prince of
Darkness are base and sensual:—*Upon your belly wta go.” His seed also take to the same posture
in going. | have seen the foes of the truth of Gortending against the faith of God’s people ahdve
marked their policies, their plots and their plarand | have said to myself, “Verily, it is writtebpon
your belly shall you go.” Beings engaged in evikidas have no other way of going but with tricks,
devices, concealments and double meanings. Wherdergnthe Scriptures and the truth of God, they
always go to work in an underhand, mean and sergestyle—‘Upon your belly shall you go.” If
guilty man begins to plot for his own advantagdiesoe for his own glory and aim at perverting the
truth of God, you will notice that he never takelsodd, open, manly stand. No, he dodges, he cosceal
he twists and shifts: “Upon your belly shall you.'g8in is a mean and despicable thing. The greatest
potentate of evil was here doomed to cringe andlcaad his seed have never forgotten their father’s
posture.

All the objects of the powers of evil are grovgliwhat do they seek after? When men forsake the
way of holiness, they rush after polluted and i@heusements. What is there in the world’s pleasure
which is ennobling? Carnal mirth is still a growvgjithing: “Upon your belly shall you go.” A profesg
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man gives up the separated way, enters upon maderety and he no longer walks with God. What is
his general course? Within a short time we find hiareless of all religion and tolerant of
licentiousness. It is ever so: “Upon your bellylslgau go.” If you give way to evil, you shall gaodn,
down, down till your god is your belly and you glan your shame! If a man would be great, let him
serve God! If a man would rise to the angels, §ies,to God, let him obey the commands of his Maker
But if he wishes to degrade himself below the agaich “glides obscure through bush and brakes” hi
easy method is to follow Satan and rebel agairesiabst High.

I\VV. Observe, in the fourth place, THE PERPETUAL DEGRADA@N put upon the serpent—“And
dust shall you eat all the days of your life.” Satsnow to live a defeated life, for such is tbeck of
the expression, “His enemies shall lick the dustsignifies that they are utterly defeated. ScaSasll
his life long, exists as a conquered and chainexingn his power is broken and he knows it. He is
defeated as to the whole of his great scheme amgltbébe defeated in the details of it all thedaf/his
life! When he met our Lord in the wilderness, heptrupon his belly with serpentine temptations. But
our Lord, by His holiness, made him eat dust! Hdterowas he, in our Lord’s lifetime, made to feel
that his conqueror had come! He cringed before ldind implored that he might not be tormented
before his time. When he saw the Lord Jesus uperctbss, having planned, as he thought, to crush
Him by death, he began to dread defeat. When hel Ivéien cry, “It is finished,” and felt His iron hee
upon his head, he knew, to his eternal horror, flgahad only fashioned for Christ an opportunity of
redeeming mankind! What a mouthful of dust he haedt in that day! None more wretched in the
universe than Satan, whose works the bleeding Eheaab destroyed! It was a day of bitter defeattifier
enemy when our Lord rose from the dead. The oldesgrhad watched the pale corpse, but when he
saw it live and when the angel rolled away the stand Jesus, the Christ, came forth to die no nhore,
guarantee you the serpent ate dihst day! And when the apostles stood forth—men whortarSa
despised, humble fishermen—and the Holy Spirit calm&n upon them, again it was fulfilled, “Dust
shall you eat.” When the nations were converted,idols were broken and the truth of God mightily
prevailed, then did Satan remember the words, “Bhstl you eat all the days of your life.” He has
more humiliation yet to come. Arise, and preachi€land win souls, and the great enemy of soul sha
find his power diminished, his name abhorred, ayarahe shall lick the dust!

Forever, dust shall be the serpent’s meat, fort\whaloes gain always disappoints him. He thought
he had obtained a great advantage when he wondhewto disobedience; but he had made a rod for
his own back since her seed would become his étamtagonist! The Fall of man led up to the
incarnation and the atonement—and by these Satdnown down. By man has come the resurrection
and so the defeat of death, who was first-bornetif fhe victory of the devil in Eden is blottedtday
the victory of Jesus at Calvary!

If Satan ever knows pleasure at all, it is offdndest and most unsatisfactory kind—dust is higine
There is nothing satisfying in the pleasures otl@mn. He remains a disappointed, restless béihg.
most cunning error which he invents and sustainphipsophy is no more than dust. His whole cause,
for which he has labored these thousands of yedinsahorrible perseverance; his whole cause, | say
will dissolve into dust and will be blown away asake! Still does he feed himself upon dust. Lestho
who are servants of Satan know assuredly thatesdre living in sin, they will have to eat at thei
father's table and learn the emptiness of all tleagures of sin—and the worthlessness of all the
treasures of evil. Everything that sin can bringiye just so much dust—foul eating, insufficient,
clogging, killing. Though you hoard up wealth, gad¢dnothing but dust to a dying man. Though you
gain all earthly honor; it, too, dissolves in duBhis is the misery of that great spirit who isledlthe
Prince of Darkness, that he must eat dust all &ys!'dBut what misery it must be to be only somerpoo
subject in that unhallowed kingdom and still to be doonedhe same loathsome fare! “Dust shall you
eat all the days of your life.” Note that right Wyeind may God deliver you from such feeding!

V. Let us, in the next place, think upon THE CEASELBE®3R with which God threatens the
serpent—*“1 will put enmity between you and the waormand between your seed and her seed.” Satan
reckoned upon an easy conquest and had apparaitldgit—but he would find his Victim become his
antagonist and at length his conqueror. Satan eaerrknow peace—he seeks rest and finds none.
When he talked to that woman with his guileful weof flattery, he thought he had made a friend of
her. The charming creature in whom God had embaitiegerfection of beauty—had he not seduced

Volume 36 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 5




6 The Serpent’'s Sentence Sermon #2165

her from obedience to the great King? Had he netuser as the instrument to make her husband a
traitor to his God? They were great friends—thage. tShe felt, in the moment that she took the fruit
that she owed much to the serpent for giving hergéntle hint whereby she was led to find the apgeni
of her eyes and the uplifting of her nature to &ad. How grievously was she deceived! Nor was the
serpent to find himself advantaged. The league bvaken and the deceiver and his victim were at
enmity. God declares most solemnly, “I will put ahybetween you and the woman.” God will see that
there is no peace. There is a war to be waged bat®atan and the woman’s seed so long as the world
stands. Sometimes it looks as if there was goinigetpeace, for the world flatters the church are th
church seeks to conform herself to the world. AlmilgeNoah'’s flood the sons of God and the daughters
of men were joined in unhallowed alliance, so agaid again there have been attempts at truce. But
peace there cannot be! Today Satan tempts thetersisf Christ to soften down the gospel, adafu it
the age and make it popular.

And he also labors to throw down the division kegw the church and the world. “Fill up the gulf!”
he says. “Cover it over like an old sewer and fotbat it ever existed!” Thus he speaks like theer
in the Proverbs: “Cast in your lot among us, lelidhave one purse.” But mark this, all you thatih
me—though all the pulpits should be captured amigh it should seem that the very elect were
deceived, yet God will not leave Himself withouttmésses but will find, somewhere or other, some
chosen ones of the seed of the woman to carry @maoly war even to the end. Jehovah has laid His
hand upon His throne and He has sworn to have uthrewil from generation to generation. See how it
was in Israel when the high priest of God, even ®winked at sin when his own sons, as priests,
committed iniquity at the tabernacle door and sdaél was thus made to do evil. Would not the lamp
truth go out? Would not the worship of the Lordutterly abhorred? Ah, no; a little child was brotigh
by his mother into the tabernacle to be the serghtite Lord and in him the Lord found a champibtm!
the night did God call Samuel and he answered, €Hen 1.” This Samuel stood before the Lord and
gave forth prophecies which made both the earsrofthat heard them to tingle—and the Lord was
again great in Israel. Do not tremble for the drkhe Lord! God will not allow the old serpent tpread
his slime over all things. Satan’s throne shallaglg/be opposed.

This enmity is to be kept up by God Himself. Hedsdl will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your seed and her seed.” Se¢hgechurch of God announced in this verse! You
have not only the gospel here, but the church] &swoist, the seed of the woman, is the head—ahd al
who are in Christ are His body—He and they areotie seed. In these words the Lord set up the church
which continues to this day—a seed which is oppdseBatan and to evil—a seed which will remain,
by the power of the Spirit of God, waging constasar with the powers of evil. Do we belong to that
seed? In this seed there is a deep-seated hatexgrygthing that is false and evil. God will seattthis
seed shall never yield to the power of evil, faf gtshall stand true, “I will put enmity betwegmou and
the woman.” As long as there is false doctrinerdlshall be a protesting reformer. As long as there
any form of wickedness extant, there shall be aegis born from on high to contend with it. Thisdsee
is born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flegbut of the Spirit of God who dwells in the truzed of
the woman. And this seed shall be valiant for thedlof Hosts till the last enemy shall be destroyed

Which side areyou on, my friend, this morning? | put the questiomypointedly to everyone
here—Are you born from above? That which is borrnhef flesh is flesh and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit—and only this last is the true ded the woman.

VI. Sixthly, observe that we see in the text THE LIMORACHIEVEMENT of the old serpent.
What will he accomplish by all his schemes? “Yoalkbruise His heel.” That is all. This is afteeth
serpent’s manner. Satan is “an adder in the pahlies the horse heels, so that his rider shdll f
backward.” If he dares not attack you openly, h# &agsail you from behind. He is as a snake in the
grass, biting at the heel of the traveler. TheltefuSatan’s 6,000 years of cunning and enmityét he
has bruised the heel of his Victim.

That bruised heel is painful enough. Behold ourdLim His human nature sorely bruised. He was
betrayed, bound, accused, buffeted, scourgeduppn. He was nailed to the cross. He hung there in
thirst and fever and darkness and desertion. Therged His hands and His feet. And last, they ¢sit h
heart open and there flowed from it both blood avater. Satan by death bruised the heel of the
woman'’s seed. It is a sad business, but when ord thtmwught of the resurrection, the salvation of Hi
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chosen and the conquest of the world, it seemddinoto be a light thing—*He endured the cross,
despising the shame.”

Behold the seed of the woman as further comprehgrall the Lord’s believing people! Satan has
bruised their heel to the utmost of his power. Tigiothe long persecutions he has been assailing the
heel of the church. Many of the saints the dewdt ¢ato prison and others he caused to be tortimed
Christ's sake. But their souls were not conquekge!could only bruise theineel—their spirit soared
out of his reach. And you, today, when tempted t@iedl, and cast down, may be comforted because
your head is not hurt, for Jesus reigns in heaVée! waters are black and they cover the body, but o
head is above the billows and the body is safe. Sdrpent’s bruises stay in the heel and spread no
further. The suffering of the church, however gréabut a light affliction, not worthy to be conpd
with the far more exceeding and eternal weightlofyg Thank God the enemy can only bruise your
heel!

The cause of God and truth in the world may, biaiSa subtle power, be for a while sadly bruised
as to the heel of its progress, but it cannot banded in theheart of its truth. The kingdom advances
painfully because of the bruised heel, but it faild—even when lame it takes the prey. Some dactrin
which, possibly, may have been stated in a questienmanner is more fully studied, more carefully
made known and so even the heel-bruise works fod.gdhough the church of God may be under a
cloud for a time, yet she will break out with dletgreater splendor before long.

“You shall bruise His heel.” Make the best you cdiit, Satan, it does not come to much! All that
you are at your greatest is but a heel-nibblerrasttiing more. You are not allowed to poison thd,hee
but only to bruise it. Though the man of God wadlkgpingly a while and suffers where the fangs have
been, yet, leaning on His Beloved, he comes up fileenwilderness without fail, and forgetting the
bruises of His heel, He rejoices in the triumphsiisf glorious head!

VII. Now we come to the seventh lesson. We have maheetiniited triumph of Satan and we now
observe HIS FINAL DOOM. “I will put enmity betwegmu and the woman, between your seed and her
seed; it shall bruise your head.” Here is the drtti@great conflict. Satan, who heads the powkevib
in the world, is to fight it out with all his cunmg and strength; and he is so far to succeed hsaiise
the heel of the champion with whom he fights; buthe end the seed of the woman is to bruise his
head. This was accomplished when the Lord Jesus diel by dying honored the law, put away sin,
slew death, and defeated hell. When the great Butiestirank the cup of wrath to its utmost dregs fo
every believing soul, when He unhinged the gatihefsepulcher and carried it away, as Samson darrie
the gates of Gaza—post, and bar, and all; when pémexd the doorways of heaven and led captivity
captive, then indeed, the head of the dragon walsebr What can Satan now do? Is not the accuser of
the brethren cast down? He is still doing hisditfest in bitterness and malice, but the Christ has
crushed him! Yes, the very Christ who “was despised rejected of men.” The man of the thorn crown
and the marred visage; the man of bleeding shajlderd pierced hands and feet; the man who was
born of a virgin. The seed of the woman has brakerpower of the enemy! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! He
has cast down the Prince of Darkness from his pigbes! Did He not, Himself, say, “I beheld Satan a
lightning fall from heaven™? He has bruised thepset’'s head!

This is done in all believers, also, and shaltlbee yet more effectually. Brothers and sistershat
day when the Holy Spirit led us to trust in the d desus, we bruised the serpent’s head! Satandsad b
accustomed to command and we to obey—and thusasirdbminion over us. But as soon as ever we
believed in Christ, that dominion was ended anddbagll before the ark of the Lord! | see the satpe
rise above me. This great python, with opened j@apes upon me as though he would swallow me up
whole. But | am not afraid! O serpent, | have bediyour head in Christ Jesus my Lord, for I, tan, a
of the seed of the woman! The serpent cannotilifisklf against the chosen seed. What can he do with
a broken head? He knows that God has decreedvéat leeliever shall triumph over him. It is written
“God shall bruise Satan under your feet shortlyallelujah!

This bruise upon the head of the evil one is atahastroke. If he had been bruised upon the tail, o
upon the neck he might have survived. But the Lstrall utterly slay the kingdom of evil and crush ou
its power. Reigning evil shall cease and divinecgrahall reign through righteousness unto eteifeal |
There shall be a new heaven and a new earth wheneghs righteousness. Christ Himself, the seed of
the woman, shall come a second time and He shgh mn earth among His ancients gloriously. Then
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shall He ride forth prosperously, because of tarnl righteousness; and His right hand shall exelt H
people. His foot shall tread down their enemy. May and | be among the happy throng that shall
salute the seed of the woman in His second adéay! we reign with Him in that day! By the seed of
the woman is Paradise restored to us and all tlsehi@f of the Fall is undone, for He restores that
which He took not away.

And now, my hearer, which side are you on? Do@myou think that you shall not surely die? You
talk like your father—and you are his children! Bxay of you say God is a hard governor? Has He said,
“You shall not eat of the fruit of the trees of th&rden”? You are like your own father in thiscaldnd
do you move in snaky, cunning ways? Are you givereraft and policy? Dare you tell a lie and then
forge another to prop up the first? You are of y@ather the devil, for you do his works! Are you
opposed to God and truth and righteousness? Angbdary out for what is called “liberty,” that is,
licentiousness and permission to indulge your owasmpns? Then you are on the evil side! Do you
aspire to know good and evil? Young man, would gounto evil haunts to see vice and learn its ways?
Do you long to see “life,” as they call it? Are yéamiliar with the sensual and the profane? Ahnthe
you are listening to that old deceiver who alluyes into his deadly nets! | pray you, escape fras h
seductions!

Is it well with you? Do you look to Jesus, thedeé the woman? Are you trusting in Him to break
the power of the enemy? Do you wish the power mftgibe broken in yourself? Do you desire to have
the very head of it crushed to powder? Do you pinee free from sin and holy as God is holy? Ara yo
trusting in Jesus to have this same thing workegtom? Ah, then you are on the conquering side!
Victory shall be yours through the blood of the ltAm

Thus have we found much gospel in the wonderfaotesece pronounced upon that old serpent, the
devil. But yet we have only skimmed the surface.the eternal God be glory, world without end.
Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—GENESIS 3.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—917, 470, 477.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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