Sermon #215 The New Park Street Pulpit 1

HIS NAME—COUNSELOR
NO. 215

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, SEPTEMBER 26, 1858,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is gimeand the government shall be upon
His shoulder: and His name shall be called WondelifCounselor.”
Isaiah 9:6.

LAST Sabbath morning we considered the first titldis name shall be called Wonderful.” This
morning we take the second word, “Counselor.” Icheet repeat the remark that, of course, thessstitl
belong only to the Lord Jesus Christ, and that amenot understand the passage except by referring it
Messiah—the Prince. It was by a counselor thatwudd was ruined. Did not Satan mask himself in
the serpent, and counsel the woman with exceedaftjress? Did not he convince her that she should
take unto herself of the fruit of the tree of knedde of good and evil, in the hope that she woelas
God? Was it not that evil counsel which provoked mother to rebel against her Maker, and did it not
as the effect of sin, bring death into this worldhwall its train of woe? Ah, beloved, it was méedt the
world should have a Counselor to restore it—ifatila Counselor to destroy it! It was by counsd itha
fell and certainly without counsel it never coulavik arisen. But mark the difficulties that surroeehd
such a Counselor. ‘Tis easy to counsel mischief,Howv difficult to counsel wisely; to casiownis
easy, but to buildip, how difficult! To confuse this world and bring updt all its train of ills was an
easy thing. A woman plucked the fruit and it was@loBut to restore order to this confusion, to gwee
away the evils which brooded over this fair earthis-twas work, indeed! And “Wonderful” was that
Christ who came forward to attempt the work, anawhthe plentitude of His divine wisdom has cer-
tainly accomplished it to His own honor and glagd to our comfort and safety!

We shall now enter upon the discussion of this tithich is given to Christ—a title peculiar to our
Redeemer. And you will see why it should be giverHim and why there was a necessity for such a
Counselor.

Now, our Lord Jesus Christ is a Counselor in aetiodd sense. First, He {Sod’s CounselorHe
sits in the cabinet council of the King of heavkle has admittance into the privy chamber, andas th
Counselor with God. In the second place, Christ Gounselor in the sense which the Septuagint-trans
lation appends to this term. Christ is said tahleeangel of the great councHe is a Counselor in that
He communicates to us on God’s behalf what has Heae in the great council before the foundation
of the world. And thirdly, Christ is Counselor to us and with usgcause we can consult with Him and
He counsels and advises us as to the right wayhengath of peace.

|. Beginning then, with the first point—Christ may Weé called Counselor for He is a COUNSEL-
LOR WITH GOD. And here, let us speak with revererfoe we are about to enter upon a very solemn
subject. It has been revealed to us that beforevtitel was—when as yet God had not made the stars,
long before space sprang into being—the Almightyl @ hold a solemn conclave with Himself. Fa-
ther, Son and Spirit held a mystic council withleather as to what they were about to do. That cibun
although we read but little of it in Scripture, wasvertheless most certainly held. We have abundant
traces of it. It is an obscure doctrine throughlthiiance of that light of God to which no manncap-
proach. And it is not simply and instructively exipled—as some other doctrines are—but we have con-
tinual tracings and incidental mentioning of thatay, eternal and wonderful council which was held
between the three glorious persons of the Trindfoke the world began! Our first question with our-
selves is why did God hold a council at all? Andeheve must answer that God did not hold a council
because of any deficiency in His knowledge, for Godlerstands all things from the beginning. His
knowledge is the sum total of everything that iblee—and infinite is that sum total—infinitely above
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everything that is counted noble. You, O God, hiéneeights that are unsearchable and You know what
no mortal can ever attain! Nor, again, did God heotg consultation for the increase of His satisfact
Sometimes men, when they have determined what,tavitlanevertheless seek counsel of their friends
because, they say, “If their advice agrees witheninadds to my satisfaction and confirms me in my
resolution.” But God is everlastingly satisfied kiimself and knows not the shadow of a doubt to
cloud His purpose. Therefore, the council was mdd kvith any motive or intent of that sort. Nor aay

was it held with a view of deliberation. Men takeaks and months and sometimes years to think out a
thing that is surrounded with difficulties. Theyveato find the clue with much research—enveloped in
folds of mystery they have to take off first onergant and then another—before they find out the na-
ked glorious truth. Not so God! God’s deliberati@ns as flashes of lightning. They are as wisé Hg |

had been eternally considering! And the thoughtblisfheart, though swift as lightning, are as psrfe
as the whole system of the universe. The reason@ddyis represented as holding a council, if Ikhin
rightly, is this—that we might understand haovise God is! “In the multitude of counsellors there is
wisdom.” It is for us to think that in the counolil the Eternal Three, each Person in the undivided-

ty being omniscient and full of wisdom, there mhigave been the sum total &f wisdom. And again, it
was to show the unanimity and co-operation of thered persons—God the Father has done nothing
alone in creation or salvation. Jesus Christ ha® amthing alone, for even the work of His redeonti
albeit that He suffered in some sense alone, nettdedustaining hand of the Spirit and the accgptin
smile of the Father before it could be completedd Gaid not;'l will make man,” but “Letus make
man in our own image.” God says not merely, “I wgdive,” but the inference from the declarations of
Scripture is that the design of the three persdmiseoblessed Trinity was to save a people to tiedves
who would show forth their praise. It was, then; émur sakes, not for God’s sake, the council was
held—that we might know the unanimity of the glasgpersons, and the deep wisdom of their devices!

Yet another remark concerning the council. It mayabked, “What were the topics deliberated upon
at that first council which was held before the stay knew its place, and planets were formed?” We
reply, “The first topic was creation.” We are tofdthe passage we have read, [Proverbs 8] thdtdite
Jesus Christ, who represents Himself as Wisdom,withisGod before the world was created, and we
have every reason to believe that we are to uratetghis as meaning that He was not only with God i
company, but with God in co-operation. Besideshaee other Scriptures to prove that “all thingsever
made by Him, and without Him was not anything m#u® was made.” And to quote again a passage
that clinches this truth—God said, “Les makeman”—so that a part of the consultation was with ref-
erence to the making of worlds and the creaturasstmould inhabit them. | believe that in the seignr
council of eternity, the mountains were weighedéales and the hills in balances. Then was it fired
sovereign council how far the sea should go, anerevshould be its bounds—when the sun should rise
and come forth, like a giant from the chambersisfdarkness, and when he should return again to his
couch of rest. Then did God decree the moment weemwould say, “Let there be light,” and the mo-
ment when the sun should be turned into darkneskitee moon into a clot of blood. Then did He or-
dain the form and size of every angel, and theimlestof every creature. Then did He sketch iniHis
finite thought the eagle as he soared to heavahif@worm as he burrowed into the earth. Then the
little as well as the great, the minute as weltresimmense came under the sovereign decree of God!
There was that book written, of which Dr. Wattsgsi-

“Chained to His throne a volume lies,

With all the fates of men!

With every angel's form and size,

Drawn by the eternal pen.”
Christ was a Counselor in the matter of creationthmbne else took He counsel—none else instructed
Him. Christ was the Counselor for all the wondrewsks of God!

The second topic that was discussed in this couvas thework of ProvidenceGod does not act
towards this world like a man who makes a watchlatglit have its own way till it runs down. Hetlnse
controller of every wheel in the machine of provide! He has left nothing to itself. We talk of geaie
laws and philosophers tell us that the world isegoed by laws and then they put the Almighty out of
the question. Now, how can a nation be governelhwyg apart from a sovereign, or apart from magis-
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trates and rulers to carry out the laws? All theslanay be in the statute book, but take all thécpol
away; take away every magistrate; remove the hightof parliament—what is the use of law? Laws
cannot govern without active agency to carry thert Nor could nature proceed in its everlasting cy-
cles by the mere force of law. God is the greatgyoav all things. He isn everything. Not only did He
make all things, but by Him all things consist! frall eternity Christ was the Counselor of His féath
with regard to providence—when the first man wohé&lborn, when he would wander, and when he
would be restored—when the first monarchy showdd,rand when its sun should set—where His people
should be placed, how long they should be placedndrere they should be moved. Was it not the Most
High who divided to the nations their inheritand¢¢&s He not appointed the bounds of our habitation?
Oh, heir of heaven, in the day of the great cour@irist counseled His Father as to the weightooiry
trials—as to the number of your mercies—if they amnerable and as to the time, the way and the
means whereby you should be brought to Himself! &aber there is nothing that happens in your dai-
ly life but what was first of all devised in etesniand counseled by Jesus Christ for your goodand
your behalf—that all things might work together faur lasting benefit and profit!

My friends, what unfathomable depths of wisdom nmheste been involved when God consulted
with Himself with regard to the great book of prdence! Oh, how strange providence seems to you and
to me! Does it not look like a zigzag line, thisynend that way, backward and forward—like the jour-
neying of the children of Israel in the wildernegd?, my brothers and sisters, to God it is a shiig
line! Directly God always goes to His objective.dApet, to us, He often seems to go round about. Ah,
Jacob, the Lord is about to provide for you in Bgypen there is a famine in Canaan and He is aoout
make your son, Joseph, great and mighty! Joseph meusold for a slave. He must be accused wrong-
fully. He must be put into the pit and prison—arel rhust suffer. But God was going straight to His
purpose all the while—He was sending Joseph béfena into Egypt that they might be provided for!
And when the good old patriarch said, “All thesengjs are against me,” He did not perceive the provi
dence of God—for there was not a solitary thinghie whole list that was against him—everything was
ruled for his good! Let us learn to leave providencthe hand of the Counselor. Let us rest asshed
He is too wise to err in His predestination, ana good to be unkind. Let us remember that in theneo
cil of eternity the best was ordained that couldehbeen ordained—that if you and | had been tiveee,
could not have ordained half as well—but that weusth have made ourselves eternal fools by meddling
therewith! Rest certain that in the end we shadl g&t all was well and must be well forever! He is
“Wonderful, Counselor,” for He counseled in mattefgrovidence!

And now, with regard tanatters of graceThese were also discussed in the everlastingodoun
when the Three Divine Persons in the solemn sexiusi their own loneliness consulted together, the
works of grace. One of the first things they haddasider was how God should be just and yet the ju
tifier of the ungodly—how the world should be recd&d unto God. Hence, you read in the book of
Zechariah, if you turn to the sixth chapter and 188 verse, this passage—“The council of peace shall
be between them both.” The Son of God with His &atnd the Spirit ordained the council of peace.
Thus was it arranged the son must suffer; He meighé substitute; must bear His people’s sins and b
punished in their place. The Father must accepstimés substitution and allow His people to go free
because Christ had paid their debts. The Spitih@fiving God must then cleanse the people wham th
blood had pardoned and so they must be acceptedeltée presence of God, even the Father. That was
the result of the everlasting council. But O mythess and sisters, if it had not been for that cdun
what a question would have been left unsolved!héeiyyou nor | could ever have thought how the two
should meet together—how mercy and justice shoidd &ach other over the mountain of our sins. |
have always thought that one of the greatest prthafisthe gospel is of God is its revelation thhti§t
died to save sinners! That is a thought so origis@inew, and so wonderful—you have not got itnyp a
other religion in the world—so that it must havenefrom God! As | remember to have heard an un-
schooled and illiterate man say, when | first tioich the simple story of how Christ was punishethia
place of His people—he burst out with an air ofpsise, “Faith! That's the gospel, | know. No man
could have made that up. That must be of God!” Tsatderful thought—that a God, Himself, should
die, that He Himself should bear our sins, so Gad the Father might be able to forgive and yetexa
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the utmost penalty—is super-human, super-angelat! é&en the cherubim and seraphim could have
been the inventors of it—but that thought was fatstick out from the mind of God in the council of
eternity when the “Wonderful, Counselor,” was praseith His Father!

Again—another part of the everlasting council waist+who should be saved®ow my friends,
you who do not like old Calvinistic doctrine wilherhaps, be horrified, but | cannot help that. Il wi
never modify a doctrine | believe, to please any o walks upon earth! But | will prove from Scrip
ture that | have the warrant of God in this matted that it is not my own invention. | say that qaet
of the everlasting council was the predestinatibthose whom God had determined to save, and | will
read you the passage that proves it. “In whom aisdave obtained an inheritance, being predestinate
according to the purpose of Him who works all tlsiradter the counsel of His own will.” The predesti-
nation of each one of God’s people was arrangedeaéverlasting council where God’s will sat as the
sovereign umpire and undisputed president! Thereitvgaid of each redeemed one, “At such an hour |
will call him by My grace, for | have loved him witan everlasting love, and by My loving-kindness
will I draw him.” There was it originated when tlpeace-speaking blood would be laid to that elect
one’s conscience; when the Spirit of the living Gueould breathe joy and consolation into his heart!
There was it settled how that chosen one wouldkeet‘by the power of God through faith unto salva-
tion.” And there was it determined and settled Wwp immutable things, wherein it is impossible for
God to lie, that every one of these should be atrsaved—beyond the shadow of a risk of perishing
The Apostle Paul was not like some preachers wbeafaid to say a word about the everlasting coun-
cil, for he says in his Epistle to the Hebrews—"Gmitling more abundantly to show unto the heirs of
promise the immutability of Hisouncil, confirmed it by an oath.” Now, you hear some tallout the
immutability of the promise—that is good. But tmemutability of God’s council—that is to fathom to
the very uttermost the doctrines of grace! The cdwf God from all eternity is immutable! Not one
purpose has He ever altered; not one decree hasvéteehanged. He has nailed His decrees against the
pillars of eternity and though the devils have ddug tear them down from the posts of His magaiiic
palace, yet, says He, “I have set My King upon Myyhill of Zion.” The decree shall stand! | wilbd
all My pleasure. Your counsels of old are faithigs and truth. You, Lord, in the beginning have enad
the heavens and laid the foundations of the editl.. have determined Your plans and purposes and
they stand fast forever and ever!

| think | have sufficiently declared how Christ wiéie Counselor in the transcendent affairs of na-
ture, providence, and grace in the everlasting ciboheternity. But now, | would have you noticdat
a mercy it was that there was such a Counselor @it and how fit Christ was to be the Counselor.
Christ Himself is wisdom. He charges His angel$aily. But He is God only wise Himself! If a fool
undertakes to be a counselor, his counsel is fatlyt-when Christ counseled, His counsel was full of
wisdom! And there is another qualification necegdar a counselor. However wise a man is, he has no
right to be a counselor with a king unless he lsesdignity and standing. There may happen to be in
my congregation some person of great talent—butyiffriend should present himself at the cabinet
council and give advice—he would most probably Ineememoniously dismissed! They would say,
“Are you of the king’s council? If not, what rightave you to stand here?” Now Christ was glorious! H
wasequalwith His Father; therefore He had a right to calitdod—to counsekith God! Had an angel
offered his advice to God it would have been irenafble impertinence—had the cherubim or seraphim
volunteered to give so much as one word of coumsebuld have been blasphemy! He would take no
counsel from His creatures! Why should Wisdom stftsom His throne to counsel with created folly?
But because Christ was far above all principaliaad powers and every name that is named, therefore
He had a right, not only from His wisdom but frorrsank, to be a Counselor with God!

But there is one thing that is always necessaeynman before we can rejoice in his being a counse-
lor. There are some counselors concerning thelé&igis of our country in whom you or | could not re
joice much because we feel that in their couns$marost of us would be forgotten. Our farming fden
would probably rejoice in them. There is not muchlat they will consultheir interests. But whoever
heard of a counselor yet who counseled for thep@rwho has these many years heard as much as an
inkling of the name of a man who really counseladeiconomy and for the good of his nation? We have
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plenty of men who promise us that they will courfeelus—abundance of men who, if we would but
return them to parliament would most assuredly gorh such wisdom in our behalf that without doubt
we should be the most happy and enlightened paeoplee world according to their promises! But alas,
when they get into office they have no hearty syimpavith us! They belong to a different rank from
the most of us—they do not sympathize with the semttl the desires of the middle class and of the
poor. But with regard to Christ, we can put evesgfadence in Him for we know that in that everlagti
council He sympathized with man. He says, “My dasggwere with the sons of men.” Happy men to
have a counselor who delights in them! Moreover, tHeugh He was not man, yet foresaw that He was
to be “bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh” ahérefore, in the everlasting council He pleatiesd
own cause when He pleadedr cause—for He well knew that He was to be tempteallipoints like as

we are and was to suffer our sufferings and to Urecovenant head in union with ourselves. Sweet
Counselor! I love to think You were in the everiagtcouncil—my friend, my brother born for adversi-
ty!

II. Having thus discussed the first point, | shall et to consider briefly the second according to
the translation of the Septuagint. Christ is THE@®EL OF THE GREAT COUNCIL. Do you and |
want to know what was said and done in the greamcbof eternity? Yes, we do. | will defy any man,
whoever he may be, not to want to know somethirguidestiny! Why do the common people appeal
to the witch, the pretender? What is their purpglen they inquire of the astrologer and read thekbo
of the pretended soothsayer? Why, it means thatwaants to know something about the everlasting
council! And what does all the perplexing reseastlertain persons into the prophecies mean? | con-
sider very often that the inferences drawn fronppexy are very little better, after all, than thegses
of the Norwood gypsy! Some people who have beebusy in foretelling the end of the world would
have been better employed if they had foretoldette of their own books and had not imposed on the
public by predictions, assaying to interpret thegbrecies without the shadow of a foundation. Bonfr
their credulity we may learn that among the higtiass as well as among the more ignorant, these is
strong desire to know the councils of eternity! ®&ld, there is only one glass through which youland
can look back to the dim darkness of the shroudetl gnd read the counsels of God and that gldks is
person of Jesus Christ! Do | want to know what Goghined with regard to the salvation of man from
before the foundation of the world? | look to Ctirisfind that it was ordaineth Christ that He should
be the first elect and that a people should bearhos Him. Do you ask the way in which God ordained
to save? | answer, He ordained to save by the .cBasyou ask how God ordained to pardon? The an-
swer comes—He ordained to pardon through the snffeiof Christ and to justify through His resurrec-
tion from the dead!

Everything that you want to know with regard to wisd ordained—everything that youghtto
know—you can find out in the cross! | must lookGarist. What do these wars mean, this confusion,
these garments rolled in blood? | see Christ bdéra wrgin and then | read the world’s history back
wards and | see that all this led to Christ’s cagnirsee that all these leaned one upon anothéhase
sometimes seen clusters of rocks leaning on edwgr and Christ the great leading rock bearing ep th
superincumbent mass of all past history! And ifdnwvto read the future I look at Christ and | letdrat
He who has gone up to heaven is to come again figawmen in like manner as He went up to heaven—
so all the future is clear enough to me. | do maivk whether the Pope of Rome is to obtain an usater
empire or not. | do not know whether the Russiapiegnis to swallow up all the nations of the conti-
nent. There is one thing | know—God will overtuaverturn, overturn—till He shall come whose right
it is to reign! And | know that though the wormsvdar my body, yet when He shall stand in the latter
day upon the eartin my fleshshall | see God and there is enough in that farAtleghe rest of history
is unimportant compared with its end, its issuesl i#s purpose! The end of the first Testamenheés t
first advent of Christ. The end of this second &esnt of modern history is the second advent of the
Savior, and then shall the book of time be clogd.none could open the Old Testament history and
interpret it except through Christ! Abraham coultlerstand it, for He knew that Christ was to come.
Christ opened the book for him. And so modern Inysi® never to be understood except through Christ!
None but the Lamb can take the book and open esesly But he who believes in Christ and looks for
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His glorious advent—he may open the book and rbadein and have understanding—for in Christ
there is a revelation of the eternal councils!

“Now,” says one, “Sir, | want to know one thing aifdl knew that | would not care what happened.
| want to know whether God from all eternity ordzdnme to be saved.” Well, friend, 1 will tell yoo\u
to find that out and you may find it out to a certg! “No,” says one, “but how can | know that? You
cannot read the book of fate. That is impossibldnave heard of some divine of a very hyper school,
indeed, who said, “Ah, blessed be the Lord, theeesame of God’s dear people here. | can tell thgm
the very look of their faces. | know that they armong God’s elect.” He was not half as discreet as
Rowland Hill, who when he was advised to preachdoe but the elect, said, “I would certainly dafso
someone would first chalk them all on the back.afltvas never attempted by anybody, so Rowland
Hill went on preaching the gospel to every creatagel desire to do. But you may find out whethen y
are among His chosen ones. “How?” asks one. Whiistdh the angel of the covenant and you can find
it out bylooking to Him Many people want to know their election beforeyttook to Christ—beloved,
you cannot know your election except as you sae @hrist! If you want to know your election, thus
shall you assure your hearts before God—do youyeeiself this morning to be a lost, guilty sinner?
Go straightway to the cross of Christ and tell €htinat, and tell Him that you have read in thel&ib
“That him that comes unto Him, He will in no wisast out.” Tell Him that He has said, “This is alfiai
ful saying and worthy of all acceptation, that 3e€rist came into the world to save sinners ofwho
you are chief.’Look to Christand believe on Him, and you shall make proof ofry@ection directly—
for as surely as you believe, you are elect! If yall give yourself wholly up to Christ and trustirH,
then you are one of God’s chosen ones! But if yiop sind say, “I want to know first whether | am
elect,” that is impossible! If there is somethirayered up and | say, “Now, before you can seeythis
must lift the veil’—and you say, “No, but | want see right through that veil,” you cannot! Lift theil
first and you shall se€&oto Christ guilty, just as you are! Leave all cuisanquiry about your election
alone! Go straight away to Christ, just as you hlack in sin, naked, penniless and poor, and say—

“Nothing in my hands | bring,
Simply to Your cross | cling,”

and you shall know your election! The assurancéhefHoly Spirit shall be given to you so that you
shall be able to say, “I know whom | have beliewed | am persuaded that He is able to keep that
which | have committed to Him.” Now notice this. @& was at the everlasting counciHe can tell
you whether you were chosen or not—but you canndtthat out anywhere else! You go and put your
trust in Him and | know what the answer will be sHinswer will be—*“I have loved you with an ever-
lasting love, therefore in lovingkindness have awin you.” There will be no doubt about His having
choseryou, when you shall feel no doubt about having chdsiem

So much for the second point. Christ is the Cowmseéle is the angel of the council because He tells
God's secrets to us. “The secret of the Lord i©ithem who fear Him, and He will show them His cov-
enant.”

lIl. The last point is Christ is A COUNSELOR TO US. Amere, | shall want to give some practical
hints to God’s people. Somehow or other, brothadssasters, it is not good for man to be aloneorel
ly man must be, | think, a miserable man. And a mvdhout a counselor, | think, must of necessity go
wrong. “Where there is no counselor,” says Solonfititg people fall.” | think most persons will firitl
so. A man says, “Well, I'll have my own way and illvask nobody.” Have it, Sir—have it—and you
will find that in having your own way you have peily had the worst way you could! We all feel our
need, at times, of a counselor. David was a mam &bd’'s own heart and dealt much with his God. But
he had his Ahithophel with whom he took sweet celiasd they walked to the house of God in com-
pany. Kings must have some advisers. Woe unto #rewino has got a bad counselor. Rehoboam took
counsel of the young men and not of the old med,thay counseled him so that he lost ten-twelfths o
his empire! We know many who counsel at the hafidsadish charms instead of going to Christ. They
shall have to learn that there is but one Christ vghto be trusted—and that however necessary ia-cou
selor may be—yet none other shall be found tolfulie necessity but Jesus Christ the Counselat! Le
me make a remark or two with regard to this Cownrsdesus Christ.
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And first, Christ is anecessary CounseloAs sure as we do anything without asking couwnsel
God, we fall into trouble. Israel made a leaguehv@ibeon and it is said they took of their victuaisl
they asked not counsel at the mouth of the Lordd #hrey found out that the Gibeonites had deceived
them. If they had asked counsel, first, no cunmageption could have imposed on them in the matter!
Saul, the son of Kish, died before the Lord upanrtiountains of Gilboa and in the book of Chronicles
it is written, “He died because he asked not cduos&od, but sought unto the wizards.” Joshua, the
great commander, when he was appointed to succesedylwas not left to go alone, but it is written,
“And Eliezer the priest shall be his counselor, aechall ask counsel of the Lord for him.” And tak
great men of olden times, when they were aboutot@ml action, paused and they said to the priest,
“Bring here the ephod,” and he put on the Urim #rel Thummim and appealed to God, and the answer
came and sound advice was guaranteed. You and havié to learn how necessary it is to always seek
advice of God! Did you ever seek God’s advice onryknees about a difficulty and then go amiss?
Brothers and sisters, | can testify for my God thiaen | have submitted my will to His directing Bi
| have always had reason to thank Him for His wisansel. But when | have asked Him, having al-
ready made up my own mind and had my own way—jkstthe Israelites with the quails of heaven—
while the meat was yet in their mouth the wratlGold came upon them! Let us take heed always that
we never go before the cloud. He that goes befeweclioud goes on a fool’'s errand and will be gtad t
get back. An old Puritan used to say, “He that earfor himself will cut his fingers. Leave God tree
for you in providence and all shall be well. Seebdd@ guidance and nothing can go amiss.” It is wise
counsel.

In the next place, Christ’'s counselffésthful counsel When Ahithophel left David, it proved that he
was not faithful. And when Hushai went to Absalond aounseled him, he counseled him craftily so
that the good counsel of Ahithophel was broughtdthing. Ah, how often do our friends counsel us
craftily! We have known them do so. They have |labkest to their own advantage and then they have
said, “If I can get him to do such-and-such, itlveé the best fome” That was not the question we
asked them! It was what would be bestder But we may trust Christ—that idis adviceto us there
never will be any self-interest. He will be quiterain to advise us with the most disinterestedvast
so that the good shall be to us and the profiutselves!

Again—Christ’'s counsel iearty counsell hate to go to a lawyer above all people. Thestvkind
of conversation is, | think, conversation with ayer! There is your case! Dear me, what an interest
you feel in it! You spread it out before him anddags, “There is a word upon the second page nt& qu
correct.” You look at it and you say, “Ah, thattigally unimportant. That does not signify anytHing
He turns to another clause and he says, “Ah, tiseaegood deal here!” “My dear fellow,” you say,dd
not care about those petty clauses, whether it lsags, properties, or inheritance—what | need tgou
do is to set this difficulty right in point of laiv‘Be patient,” he says! You must go through a grea
many consultations before he will come to the paimd all the while your poor heart is boiling ower
cause you feel such an interest in the main pBuit.he is as cool as possible. You think you akengs
counsel of a block of marble! No doubt his advidk @me out all right at last and it is pretty tzn it
will be good for you. But it is ndiearty He does not enter into the sympathies of theanatith you!
What is it to him whether you succeed or not—whethe objective of your heart is accomplished or
not? It is but a professional interest he takesvN&olomon says, “As ointment for perfume, so iarhe
counsel.” When a man throws his own soul into yoase he says, “My dear friend, I'll do anything |
can to help you, let me look at it.” And he takesdaep an interest in it as you do yourself! ‘ifdre in
your position,” he says, “I would do such-and-sugixthe-by, there is a word wrong there.” Perhaps h
tells you so, but he only tells you because hexsaas to have it all right. And you can see thatdrift
is always towards the same end you are seekinghatche is only anxious for your good! Oh, for a
counselor that could tie your heart into unisorhvits own! Now Christ is such a Counselor as tHat.
is aheartyCounselor. His interests and your interests ammthaip together and He is hearty with you!

But there is still another kind of counsel. Davays of one, who afterwards became his enemy, “We
took sweet counsel together.” Christian, do youvkmehat sweetcounsel is? You have gone to your
Master in the day of trouble and in the secretairychamber you have poured out your heart before
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Him. You have laid your case before Him with adl difficulties—as Hezekiah did Rabshakeh’s letter
and you have felt that though Christ were not therfiesh and blood—yet He was there in spirit &ted
counseled you. You felt that His was counsel tlaane from the very heart. But He was something bet-
ter than that. There was such a sweetness comihgHig counsel, such a radiance of love, suchla ful
ness of fellowship, that you said, “Oh, that | ward¢rouble every day, if | might have such swemirc

sel as this!” Christ is the Counselor whom | desoreonsult every hour and | would that | couldisit
His secret chamber all day and all night long! Dairesel with Him is to have sweet counsel, hearty
counsel and wise counsel all at the same time! Wby, may have a friend who talks very sweetly with
you and you will say, “Well, he is a kind, good kdwut I really cannot trust his judgment.” You leav
another friend who has a good deal of judgmentyed/ou say of him, “Certainly he is a man of pru-
dence above a great many, but | cannot find ousynspathy. | never get at his heart—if he were ever
so rough and untutored, | would sooner have histvaghout his prudence, than his prudence without
his heart.” But we go to Christ and we get wisddife get love, we get sympathy. We get everything
that can possibly be wanted in a Counselor!

And now, we must close by noticing that Christ Bpscial counsels for each of us this morning and
what are they? Tried child of God, your daughtesick. Your gold has melted in the firéouare sick
and your heart is sad. Christ counsels you andakig, §Cast your burden upon the Lord. He will simsta
you. He will never allow the righteous to be movedoung man, you who are seeking to be great in
this world, Christ counsels you this morning—"“Seglu great things for yourself? Seek them not.” |
shall never forget Midsummer Common. | was ambgiduvas seeking to go to college—to leave my
poor people in the wilderness that | might becooraething great. And as | was walking there that tex
came with power to my heart—"Seek you great thifogs/ourself? Seek them not.” | suppose about 40
pounds a year was the sum total of my income, amdsl thinking how | should make both ends meet,
and whether it would not be a great deal bettenferto resign my charge, and seek something for the
bettering of myself and so forth. But this text rarmy ears, “Seek you great things for yourseéeIls
them not.” “Lord,” | said, “I will follow Your cousel and not my own devices.” And | have never had
cause to regret it! Always take the Lord for yourde and you shall never go amiss! Backslider! You
who have a name to live and are dead, or nearlg, d&arist gives you counsel—*l counsel you to buy
of Me gold tried in the fire, and white raiment thhy@u may be clothed.” And sinner! You who are far
from God, Christ giveyou counsel—"COME unto Me, all you who are weary amea\y laden, and |
will give you rest,” Depend on it, it is loving cosel! Take it! Go home and cast yourself upon your
knees! Seek Christ. Obey His counsel, and you seglice that you listened to His voice, and heard
and lived!
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