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THE NEW HEART
NO. 212

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, SEPTEMBER 5, 1858,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“A new heart also will | give you and a new spiritill | put within you and | will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh andillwgive you a heart of flesh.”
Ezekiel 36:26.

BEHOLD a wonder of divine love! When God makes Elisatures, one creation He regards as suf-
ficient and should they lapse from the conditionnnich He has created them, He allows them, as a
rule, to endure the penalty of their transgressioa to abide in the place into which they are falRut
here He makes an exception. Man, fallen man, agatee and holy by his Maker, has willfully and
wickedly rebelled against the Most High, and lastfirst estate. But behold, he is to be the sulpéa
new creation through the power of God’s Holy SpiBiehold this and wonder! What is man compared
with an angel? Is he not little and insignificaf¥d the angels who kept not their first estatet, ledt
their own habitation, He has reserved in everlgsthains under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” God has no mercy upon them! He mada {h&e and holy and they ought to have remained
His, but inasmuch as they willfully rebelled, Hescghem down from their shining seats forever. And
without a single promise of mercy He has bound tlfi@sh in the fetters of destiny to abide in eternal
torment! But wonder, you heavens, the God who dgetf the angels stoops from His highest throne in
glory and speaks to His creature, man, and thus watp him, “Now, you have fallen from Me even as
the angels did. You have grossly erred and gorrayafbm My ways—not for your sake do | do this,
but for My own name’s sake—behold | will undo thésamief which your own hand has done! | will
take away that heart which has rebelled against Hlé&ing made you once, you have unmade your-
self—I will make you over again. | will put My haralsecond time to the work. Once more shall you
revolve upon the pottery wheel and | will make yowvessel of honor, fit for My gracious use. | vidke
away your stony heart and give you a heart of fléshew heart will | give you. A new spirit will put
within you.” Is not this a wonder of divine sovagety and of infinite grace, that mighty angels ddou
be cast forever into the fire and yet God has nsdevenant with man that He will renew and restore
him?

And now, my dear friends, | shall attempt this mogy first of all, to showthe necessity for the
great promise contained in my textrat God will give us a new heart and a new spfier that, | shall
endeavor to showhe nature of the great work which God works in $bal when He accomplishes this
promise;and afterwardsa few personal remarks to all my hearers

I. In the first place, it is my business to endeawostiow THE NECESSITY FOR THIS GREAT
PROMISE. Not that it needs any showing to the gemeld and enlightened Christian, but this is for the
conviction of the ungodly and for the humbling afracarnal pride. O that this morning the gracious
Spirit may teach us our depravity; that we maydhbgrbe driven to seek the fulfilment of this mercy
which is most assuredly and abundantly necessavg ifvould be saved! You will notice that in my text
God does not promise to us that He wilproveour nature or that He will mend our broken heais,
the promise is that He will give uewhearts and right spirits! Human nature is toog@ne ever to be
mended. It is not a house that is a little outegfair, with here and there a slate blown from tod and
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here and there a piece of plaster broken down fitwnceiling. No, it is rotten throughout! The very
foundations have been sapped. There is not a dingjer in it which has not been eaten by the worm
from its uppermost roof to its lowest foundatiornefe is no soundness in it. It is all rottenness$ an
ready to falll God does not attempt to mend—He dussshore up the walls and paint the door. He
does not garnish and beautify, but He determinasstkie old house shall be entirely swept away hat t
He will build a new one! It is too far gone, | sdag,be mended. If it were only a little out of repa
might be mended—if only a wheel or two of that githang called, “manhood,” were out of repair, then
He who made man might put the whole to rights—hghinput a new cog where it had been broken off
and another wheel where it had gone to ruin andarthehine might work anew. But no, the whole of it
is out of repair! There is not one lever which @& hroken; not one axle which is not disturbed; omé

of the wheels which act upon the others. The whelgd is sick and the whole heart is faint. From the
sole of the feet to the crown of the head it isvadunds and bruises and putrefying sores! The Lord,
therefore, does not attempt the repairing of thisg, but He says, “I will give you aew heart and a
right spirit will I put within you. | will take away théeart of stone; | will not try to soften it; | wikt it

be as stony as ever it was, but | will take it awaayg | will give you a new heart and it shall beeart of
flesh.”

Now, | shall endeavor to show that God is justifiedhis and that there was an abundant necessity
for His resolution to do so. For in the first pladeyou consider what human nature has been arad ivh
is, you will not be very long before you will safig “Ah, it is a hopeless case indeed.”

Consider, then, for a moment how bad human natwst ime if we think how ill it has treated its
God. William Huntington says in his autobiographwattone of the sharpest sensations of pain that he
felt after he had been quickened by divine grace this, “I felt such pity for God.” | do not knowat |
ever met with the expression elsewhere, but itVverg expressive one, although | might prefer tp sa
sympathywith God and grief that He should be so evillyreated. Ah, my friends, there are many men
who are forgotten, who are despised and who ameplssd on by their fellows. But there never was a
man who was so despised as the everlasting Goleest Many a man has been slandered and abused,
but never was man abused as God has been! Manybeavetreated cruelly and ungratefully, but never
one was treated as our God has been! Let us lodk Ugaon our past lives—how ungrateful have we
been to Him! It was He who gave us being and tre @itterance of our lips should have been in His
praise And so long as we were here, it was our dutyaeehperpetually sung His glory. But instead of
that, from our birth we spoke that which was faise untrue and unholy! And since then we have con-
tinued to do the same. We have never returned ldigigs into His bosom with gratitude and thankful-
ness—we have let them lie forgotten without a sirtwdllelujah. From our carelessness concerning the
Most High you would think that He had entirely fotgen us—and that therefore we were trying to for-
get Him. It is so very seldom that we think of Hilhat one would imagine that surely He never gave us
occasion to think of Him! Addison said—

“When all Your mercies, O my God,

My rising soul surveys,

Transported with the view I'm lost

In wonder, love, and praise.”
But, I think if we look back with the eye of penitee, we shall be lost in wonder, shame and grioef, f
our cry will be, “What? Could | treat so good a&frd so badly? Have | had so gracious a benefactbr a
have | been so unmindful of Him? Have | had so tev@ Father and yet have | never embraced Him?
Have | never given Him the kiss of my affectiongtatitude? Have | never studied to do something
whereby | might let Him know that | was consciodsHis kindness and that | felt a grateful return in
my bosom for His love?”
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But worse than this, we have not only been forgetfudim, but we have rebelled against Him! We
have assailed the Most High! If we knew that amghivas God-like, we hated it at once. We have des-
pised His people; we have called them insinceré,lgmocrites, and Methodists. We have despised His
day. He set it apart on purpose for our good aatilday we take for our own pleasure and our own la-
bor instead of consecrating it to Him. He gave b®ak as a love token and He desired us to reéar it,
it was full of love to us. And we have kept it fasdsed till the very spiders have spun their cdisve
over the leaves! He opened a house of prayer amhel i go there and there would He meet with us and
speak to us from off the mercy seat—but we havenofireferred the theater to God’s house and have
been found listening to any sound rather than theewvhich speaks from heaven!

Ah, my friends, | say again there never was a megaie¢d by his fellow creatures, even by the worst
of men, as bad as God has been and yet while menldeen ill-treating Him, He has still continued to
bless them! He has put breath into the nostrilmah even while he has been cursing Him! He hasgive
him food to eat even while he has been spendingtiieagth of his body in warfare against the Most
High! And on the very Sabbath, when you have beeaking His commandment and spending the day
on your own lusts, it is He who has given lightytaur eyes, breath to your lungs and strength to you
nerves and sinews! He has been blessing you evéa ydu have been cursing Him! Oh, it is a mercy
that He is God and changes not, or else we sodaanib would long ago have been consumed, and just-
ly, too!

You may picture to yourselves, if you like, a paoeature dying in a ditch. | trust that such aghin
never happens in this land, but such a thing mhigipppen as a man who had been rich, all of a sudden
becomes poor and all his friends desert him. Hes begbread and no man will help him, until at Jast
without a rag to cover him, his poor body yieldslidg in a ditch! This, | think, is the very extrenmof
human negligence to mankind. But Jesus ChristSthe of God, was treated even worse than this—it
would have been a thousand mercies to Him if they ermitted Him to die unnoticed in a ditch—but
that would have been too good for human natureiidst know the very worst and, therefore, God al-
lowed human nature to take Christ and nail Him tcea! He allowed man to stand and mock His thirst
and offer Him vinegar and taunt and jeer Him in ¢éxéreme of His agonies! He allowed human nature
to make Him its jest and scorn and stand starirth l@iscivious and cruel eyes upon His stripped and
naked body!

Oh, shame on manhood—never could there have beezature worse than man! The very beasts
are better than man, for man has all the worgbates of the beasts and none of their best! Helas
fierceness of the lion without its nobility. He e stubbornness of an ass without its patieneehads$
all the devouring gluttony of the wolf without tkdésdom which bids it avoid the trap. He is a carrio
vulture but he is never satisfied. He is a veryset with the poison of asps beneath his tonguééut
spits his venom afar off as well as near. Ah, ifiybink of human nature as it acts towards God, you
will say, indeed, it is too bad to be mended—it trhesmade anew!

Again—there is another aspect in which we may glae sinfulness of human nature—that is its
pride. It is the very worst phase of man—that he issug@. Beloved, pride is woven into the very warp
and woof of our nature and we shall never get fid ontil we are wrapped in our winding sheetislt
astonishing that when we are at @uayers—when we try to make use of humble expressions e a
betrayed into pride! It was but the other day Irfdumyself on my knees, making use of such an expres
sion as this—"O Lord, | grieve before You that e’/ehould have been such a sinner as | have bden. O
that | should ever have revolted and rebelled laave done.” There was pride in that—for who am 1?
Was there any wonder in it? | ought to have knolmat t was so sinful that there was wonderthat|
should have gone astray! The wonder was that hoadeen even worse and there the credit was due to
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God, not to myself. So when we are trying to be biermwe may be foolishly rushing into pride. What a
strange thing it is to see a sinful, guilty wreprioud of his morality!

And yet, that is a thing you may see every day.amwho is an enemy to God—proud of his hones-
ty and yet he is robbing God! A man proud of hiastity and yet if he knew his own thoughts, they ar
full of lasciviousness and uncleanness. A man pafutie praise of his fellows while he knows that h
has the blame of his own conscience and the bldr@®ad Almighty! It is a wild, strange thing to thin
thatmanshould be proud when he has nothing to be prou#iefis a living, animated lump of clay—
defiled and filthy, a living hell and ygiroud |, a base-born son of one who robbed his Mastaislien
of old and went astray and would not be obedienternaf who sunk his whole estate for the paltry bribe
of a single apple—and yet proud of my ancestry¢hh am living on God’s daily charity to be proud of
my wealth—when | have not a single farthing withiethto bless myself unless God chooses to give it
to me? |, that came naked into this world and ngashaked out of it—I, proud of my riches? What a
strange thing! I, a wild asses colt; a fool thabws nothing; proud of my learning? Oh, what a gean
thing that the fool called man, should call himsetfoctor and make himself a master of all artsnatee
is a master of none and is most a fool when heshinis wisdom culminates to its highest point! And
oh, strangest of all, that man who has a decdialrt—full of all manner of evil sensuality and adu
tery, idolatry and lust—should yet talk about beingood-hearted fellow and should pride himselfrupo
having at least some good points about him which deserve the veneration of his fellows, if not som
consideration from the Most High! Ah, human natuings is, then, your own condemnation, that you are
insanely proud—while you have nothing to be protidigrite “Ichabod” upon it. The glory has depart-
ed forever from human nature. Let it be put away ket God give us something new—for the old can
never be made better—it is helplessly insane, gpecaad defiled.

Furthermore, it is quite certain that human nat&enot be made better, for many have tried it but
have always failed. A man trying to improve humaatumne is like trying to change the position of a
weathercock by turning it round to the east whenwind is blowing west! He has but to take his hand
off and it will be back again to its place. So haween a man trying to restrain nature—he is aryan
bad-tempered man and he is trying to cure himsblf and he does. But it comes out and if it doas n
burn right out and the sparks do not fly abroad jtyleurns within his bones till they grow whitetithe
heat of malice and there remains within his headsadue of the ashes of revenge. | have seen a man
trying to make himself religious and what a monsitsohe makes himself in trying to do it, for hegb
are not equal and he goes limping along in theicewf God! He is a deformed and ungainly creature
and all who look at him can very soon discover itftensistencies of his profession. Oh, we say it is
vain for such a man to try to appear white, as weght the Ethiopian think he could make his sk a
pear white by applying cosmetics to it, or as waljht the leopard think that his spots might beshad
away as for this man to imagine that he can conteabaseness of his nature by any attempts at reli
gion!

Ah, I know. | tried a long time to improve mysdhut | never did make much of it. | found | had a
devil within me when | began and | had ten devitew | left off. Instead of becoming better, | beeam
worse. | had now the devils of self-righteousneésself-trust and self-conceit! And many others had
come and taken up their lodging-place. While | Wwasy sweeping my house and garnishing it, behold
the one that | sought to get rid of and which haly gone for a little season, returned and brouwgtit
him seven other spirits more wicked than himsetf #rey entered in and dwelt there. Ah, you may try
and reform, dear friends, but you will find you oah do it. And remember even if you could, still it
would not be the work which God requires. He wdt havereformation! He will haverenovation—He
will have a new heart and not a heart changedia fdr the better!
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But, once again, you will easily perceive we mustdra new heart when you consider what are the
employments and the enjoyments of the Christiaigiogl. The nature that can feed on the garbage of
sin and devour the carrion of iniquity is not tregure that ever can sing the praises of God amicee|
in His holy name! The raven yonder has been feedmthe most loathsome food—do you expect that
she shall have all the kindliness of the dove awydatith the maiden in her bower? Not unless youaou
change the raven into a dove! As long as it isvemaits old propensities will cling to it and iilixbe
incapable of anything above the raven’s nature. Nate seen the vulture gorge to his very full wité
very filthiest of flesh and do you expect to seat thulture sitting on the spray singing God'’s peais
with its hoarse screaming and croaking throat? dmgou imagine you will see it feeding like theai
on the clean grain unless its character and disposs entirely changed? Impossible! Can you imagi
that the lion will lie down with the ox and eatastr like the bullock so long as it is a lion? No!€fa
must be a change. You may put on it the sheepthinlp, but you cannot make it a sheep unless the li
on-like nature is taken away. Try and improve ibe ks long as you like—Van Amburgh, himself, if
he had improved his lions for a thousand yearsldcoot have made them into sheep! And you may try
to improve the raven or the vulture as long as glease, but you cannot improve them into a dove—
there must be a total change of character. And yperask me whether it is possible for a man who ha
sung the lascivious song of the drunkard and hakedédis body with uncleanness and has cursed God,
to sing the high praises of God in heaven as veelleawho has long loved the ways of purity and com-
munion with Christ? | answer, no, nevenless his nature is entirely changefiif his nature remains
what it is, improve it as you may—you can make mglbetter of it. So long as his heart is whasijt i
you can never bring it to be capable of the highghes of the spiritual nature of the child of God!
Therefore, beloved, there must assuredly be a meweput into us.

And yet, once again and | will have concluded ugima point. God hates a depraved nature and
therefore it must be taken away before it can lme@ted in Him. God does not hate our sin as much as
He does our sinfulness. It is not the overflowirighee spring—it is the well itself. It is not theraw
that shoots from the bow of our depravity—it is #ren, itself, that holds the bow of sin and the ineot
that wings the arrow against God. The Lord is amgyonly against our overt acts, but against the n
ture which dictates the acts. God is not so shighted as merely to look at the surface—He lookbat
source and fountain! He says, “In vain shall it h@ugh you should make the fruit good, if the tree
mains corrupt. In vain shall you attempt to swedtenwaters, as long as the fountain itself isleefi
God is angry with man’eeart He has a hatred against man’s depraved naturélamdll have it taken
away; He will have it totally cleansed before Hdl\admit that man into any communion with Him-
self—and above all, into the sweet communion ob&ige. There is, therefore, a demand foew na-
ture and that we must have, or otherwise we can negeHss face with acceptance.

II. And now, it shall be my joyful business to endeaworthe second place, to set before you very
briefly THE NATURE OF THIS GREAT CHANGE WHICH THE ELY SPIRIT WORKS IN US.

And | may begin by observing that it is a divineriwdrom first to last. To give a man a new heart
and a new spirit is God’s work and the work of Gddne. Arminianism falls to the ground when we
come to this point. Nothing will do here but th&d-tashioned truth of God men call Calvinism. “Salv
tion is of the Lord alone.” This truth of God wdtand the test of ages and can never be moveddsecau
it is the immutable truth of the living God. And #he way in salvation we have to learn this trath
God, but especially when we come here to this @ddr and indispensable part of salvation—the mak-
ing of a new heart within us. That must be God’ska#eman mayreform himself—but how can man
give himself a new heart? | need not enlarge uperthhiought—it will strike you in a moment—that the
very nature of the change and the terms in which ihentioned here puts it beyond all power of man.
How can man put into himself a new heart, for tearhbeing the motive power of all life must exert
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itself before anything can be done? But how colddexertions of an old heart bring forth a new tiear
Can you imagine for a moment a tree with a rottearty by its own vital energy giving to itself amne
young heart? You cannot suppose such a thing'elfhigmart were originally right and the defects were
only in some branch of the tree, you can concéag¢ the tree, through the vital power of its sathini

its heart, might rectify the wrong. We have heafrdame kind of insects that have lost their limbsg a
by their vital power have been able to grow therairmagBut take away the seat of the vital power—the
heart—lay the diseasthereand what power is there that can, by any possipiectify it, unless it be a
power from without—in fact, a power from Above? Qieloved, there never was a man yet that did so
much as the turn of a hair towards making himseléa heart! He must lie passive there—he shall be-
come active afterwards—but in the moment when Gatd p new life into the soul, the man is pas-
sive—and if there is anything of activity, it is antive resistance against it, until God, by overcw

and victorious grace, gets the mastery over maiils w

Once again, this is a gracious change. When Gadgnew heart into man it is not because d&n
servesa new heart—because there was anything good indtige that could have prompted God to
give him a new spirit. The Lord simply gives a neanew heart because He wishes to do it. That is His
only reason! “But,” you say, “suppose a man crasaf new heart?” | answer no man ever did cry for a
new heart until he had one, for the cry for a ne@arhproves that there is a new heart there altdaaty
asks one, “Are we not to seek for a right spiriY®s, | know it is your duty—but | equally know & a
duty you will never fulfilll You are commanded toake to yourselves new hearts, but | know you will
never attempt to do it until God first of all mowasu to. As soon as you begin to seek a new hi¢ast,
presumptive evidence that the new heart is alrélaehe in its germ, for there would not be this germ
nating in prayer unless the seeds were there b#fore

“But,” asks one, “suppose the man has not a newt laga were earnestly to seek one, would he
have it?” You must not make impossible suppositi@wslong as the man’s heart is depraved and vile,
he will never do such a thing. | cannot, therefaed,, you what might happen if he did what he never
will do! I cannot answer your suppositions. If ysuppose yourself into a difficulty, you must suppos
yourself out of it. But the fact is that no man ed&l or ever will seek a new heart, or a rightigpun-
til, first of all, the grace of God begins with Hirti there is a Christian here whizeganwith God, let
him publish it to the world. Let us hear for ontattthere was a man who was beforehand with his
Maker. But | have never met with such a case! Alti§tian people declare that God was first witmthe
and they will all sing—

“It was the same love that spread the feast,
That sweetly forced me in,

Else | had still refused to taste,

And perished in my sin.”

It is a gracious change, freely given without amgritnof the creature, without any desire or gootiwil
coming beforehand. God does it of His own pleasuwéaccording to man’s will.

Once more, it is aictoriouseffort of divine grace. When God first begins therkvof changing the
heart, He finds man totally averse to any suchirggtiMan by nature kicks and struggles against God.
He will not be saved. | must confess | never wdhdgte been saved if | could have helped it. As lasig
ever | could, I rebelled and revolted and strugglgdinst God. When He would have me pray, | would
not pray—when He would have me listen to the sonfnthe ministry, | would not. And when | heard
and the tears rolled down my cheeks, | wiped themmayaand defied Him to melt my heart. When my
heart was a little touched, | tried to divert itthvsinful pleasures. And when that would not dujed
self-righteousness and would not then have beeedsamtil | was hemmed in—and then He gave me
the effectual blow of grace—and there was no riegjshat irresistible effort of His grace! It coreyed
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my depraved will and made me bow myself beforesttepter of His grace. And so it is in every case!
Man revolts against his Maker and his Savior. Baere God determines to save, save He will. God will
have the sinner if He designs to have him. God menas thwarted yet in any of His purposes! Man re-
sists with all his might, but all the might of maremendous though it is for sin, is not equal® ma-
jestic might of the Most High when He rides forththe chariot of His salvation! He does irresistibl
save and victoriously conquer man’s heart.

And furthermore, this changeiisstantaneousTo sanctifya man is the work of the whole life—but
to give a man a new heart is the work of an instargne solitary second! Swifter than the lightning
flash, God can put a new heart into a man and rhake new creature in Christ Jesus. You may be sit-
ting where you are today, an enemy of God with eked heart within—hard as a stone and dead and
cold—but if the Lord wills it, the living spark shalrop into your soul and in that moment you will
begin to tremble—begin to feel! You will confessuyasin and fly to Christ for mercy. Other parts of
salvation are done gradually but regeneration ésirthtantaneous workf God’s sovereign, effectual
and irresistible grace!

II1. Now, we have in this subject a grand field of hape encouragement to the very vilest of sin-
ners. My hearers, let me very affectionately adslgesi, pouring out my heart before you for a moment
or two. There are some of you here present wheegking after mercy. Many a day you have been in
secret prayer till your very knees seemed sore yatlr intercession. Your cry to God has been, “@rea
in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit withie.” Let me comfort you by this reflection, thatuy
prayer is already heard! Ydwave a new headnd a right spirit! Perhaps you will not be aldgérceive
the truth of this utterance for months to come—edfae continue in prayer till God shall open your
eyes so that you may see that the prayer is andwBut rest assured it is answered already. If lyaie
sin, that is not human nature. If you long to Heend of God, that is not human nature. If youicet
be saved by Christ, it is not human nature if yesigk that without any stipulations of your ownydiu
are this day willing that Christ should take youb® His own; to have and to hold through life and
through death—if you are willing to live in His s&re and if necessary, to die for His honor, tsatat
of human nature—that is the work of divine grackkefe is something good in you already. The Lord
has begun a good work in your heart and He wiliycd@ron even unto the end. All these feelings of
yours are more than you ever could have attainggwfself. God has helped you up this divine ladder
of grace and as sure as He has brought you up 89 steves of it, He will carry you to the very surhm
till He grasps you in the arms of His love in ewasting glory!

There are others of you here, however, who hav@rmateeded as far, but you are driven to despair.
The devil has told you that you cannot be savedytba have been too guilty, too vile. Any other peo
ple in the world might find mercy, but not you, fgou do not deserve to be saved. Hear me then, dear
friend! Have | not tried to make it as plain as sambeam all through this service that God nevezsa
man for the sake of what leand that He does not either begin or carry omibeek in us because there
is anything good in us? The greatest sinner isgastligible for divine mercy as the very leassiok
ners! He who has been a ringleader in crime, lagpg just as eligible for God’s sovereign grasena
who has been a very paragon of morality, for Godts/aothing of us. It is not as it is with the plow
man. He does not desire to plow all day upon tlilgs@nd send his horses upon the sand. He wants a
fertile soil to begin with, but God does not. Godl Wwegin with the rocky soil and He will pound tha
rocky heart of yours until it turns into the rickatk soil of penitential grief! Then He will scattthe
living seed in that soil till it brings forth a hdredfold! But He needs nothing of you to begin witte
can take you, a thief, a drunkard, a harlot, or @vleo you may be. He can bring you to your knees,
make you cry for mercy and then make you lead @ lifel and keep you unto the end. “Oh,” says one,
“I wish He would do that to me, then!” Well, soiflthat is a true wishHe will. If you desire this day
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that you should be saved, there never was an ungviBod where there was a willing sinner! Sinngr, i
you will to be saved, God wills not the death oydout rather that they should come to repentafnd.
you are freely invited this morning to turn youresyto the cross of Christ. Jesus Christ has béme t
sins of men and carried their sorrows. You aretbitbok there and trust there, simply and imphditl
Then you are saved. That very wish, if it is a erecone, shows that God has just now been begetting
you again to a lively hope! If that sincere wistaltendure, it will be abundant evidence that tloedL
has brought you to Himself and that you are andl bbeHis!

And now reflect, every one of you—you that are omtverted—that we are all this morning in the
hands of God. We deserve to be damned—if God dasythere is not a single word that will be heard
against His doing it. We cannot save ourselvesligVentirely in His hands—Ilike a moth that lies end
the finger, He can crush us now, if He please$jecan let us go and save us. What reflectionstaogh
cross our mind, if we believe that? Why, we oughtdst ourselves on our faces as soon as we reach o
homes and cry, “Great God, save me, a sinner! 8eld renounce all merit for | have none. | deserve
to be lost. Lord, save me, for Christ's sake.” Aggdthe Lord my God lives, before whom | stand,eher
is not one of you who shall do this who shall fimg God shut the gates of mercy against you! Go and
try Him, sinner; go and try Him! Fall upon your lggein your chamber this day and try my Master! See
if He will not forgive you. You think too harshiyf &lim. He is a great deal kinder than you thinkikle
You think He is a hard Master, but He is not. Iugbt He was severe and angry when | sought Him—
“Surely,” | said, “if He accepts the entire worlédides, He will reject me.” But | know He took nte t
His bosom. And when | thought He would spurn meever, He said, “| have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, your transgressions and as a cloud, yow.”sAnd | wondered how it was and | still wonder!
And it shall be so in your case. Only try Him, kkech you! The Lord help you to try Him and to Him
shall be the glory and to you shall be happinesishéiss, forever and ever. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermonsin Modern English,
and 574 Spanish trandlations, visit:
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