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“For we which have believed do enter into rest, lds said,
As | have sworn in My wrath, if they shall enterto My rest.”
Hebrews 4:3.

LAST Sabbath#2089, Profitable Mixturepve meditated upon the fact that those who cameobut
Egypt did not enter into the rest of God. “They ldomot enter in because of unbelief.” Today | sinal
seek so much to warn as to encourage, while wedbthe way by which weanenter into the true rest.
The faithful minister of God should be like the gatr birds who, when their young are old enough for
flight, sometimes drive them from the nest to mtieaam fly, and at other times, go before them, ett
ing and stretching out their wings, to tempt thegifow offspring to try the air. Thus, at times, &®e-
deavor tadrive you to, and at others we try doaw you to the flight of faith. Knowing the terrors tife
Lord, we persuade—knowing the joys of true religiwe entreat. By all means we would induce men to
quit the nest of their old trust and fly to Chist faith. If God will bless the Word, so that youtyour
trust in Christ, we shall be content. No, more—owp will run over with gratitude for your salvation

In the text, we have a declaration of experien¥ge ‘which have believed do enter into rest,” to
which is very singularly added, “As he said, Asavl sworn in My wrath, if they shall enter into My
rest.” The happy declaration is supported by teenéndous oath of judgment which shut out the unbe-
lieving race. There is usually a promise embeddeaaithreat, like gold in quartz—just as there isege
ally a threat as the reverse of the golden coipromise! When we read, in the opening chapterfi®f t
Bible, “In the day that you eat thereof you shaitedy die,” it was implied, was it not, that if thelid
not eat they should live? Though that promise wassteied in words, it was implied in the threat. So
here, when we read, “I have sworn in my wrathhéyt shall enter into My rest,” while we are taught
that some could not enter in because of unbetie$, implied in it that believers would enter inhdse
who have faith in the divine promise shall enterifrunbelief shuts men out, then faith is the dobr
entrance to those who have it! | beg you to graspkernel of promise which lies whole and safe mith
the shell of the threat. God swore of those unbelgeJews that they should not enter in, but He dexd
clared thatsomeshould enter in. Therefore a promise is left whigh be fulfilled in those who have
faith and so are the true seed of faithful Abrahdtrese shall enter in, and certain of them in &x t
declare that they have done so—*‘We which have we&dielo enter into rest.” | venture to say that the
threat in this case even gives a touch of roser ¢olthe promise, for it runs thus, “If they shatiter in-
to My rest.” Whereas the declaration only saysstre-“we which have believed do enter into rest.”
The word, “My” is added. That little word is like l@ight gleam amidst the blackness of the tempest.
Oh, the glory of that which God calisly rest”!

There is such a thing as the rest of God and ieBesach a thing as our entering into it. | call yat
tention to the fact that the two typical reststod Old Testament were rests of God. And yet theygwe
rests into which God’s people were to enter. Th&t fiest was the rest of creation. When God had fin
ished all His work upon this habitable globe HeedsBut what follows? “He rested on the seventh da
and hallowed it.” To what end? That we might rdsba“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
Six days shall you labor and do all your work—blg seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your
God.” And therefore, because it is His Sabbathydald have us share in it. “In it you shall not aloy
work.” It was a day sacred to holy rest. God widk mest alone. He will have His people in fellowshi
with Him. “There remains a rest to the people ofiGebecause God has His Sabbath. The other rest
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was the Promised Land, of which Mount Zion was ehna® be the center. We read in Psalm 132, “For
the Lord has chosen Zion. He has desired it forhdlsitation. This is My rest forever: here willwéll,

for | have desired it.” Where the Lord rested, ¢hele gave His people rest. For He adds, “I willrabu
dantly bless her provision: | will satisfy her pasith bread.” Thus God and His church are assatiate
in happy fellowship. Neither the day nor the laadised as a type of rest with reference to Godealon
He will have His people enter into His rest.

The true rest of God lies higher than times andgdaThe Lord God rests in the person of Jesus—in
Him He is well pleased. The Lord speaks of Him“&4y elect, in whom My soul delights.” In the per-
son of His Son, the heart of the Father finds peglgoy—"This is My beloved Son, in whom | am
well pleased.” But we also behold His glory—‘Themyl as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.” By faith we see that in Him whgities rest to our heart. Therefore was Jesus given
“This man shall be the peace.” The Lord Jesus rstme Noah, in whom we find safety and rest. He
was both given in birth and given up in death tdHh=erest of weary souls.

Beloved, this morning | earnestly pray that you rbayable to join in the declaration of the Apostle
Paul in the words before us. Though nearly nineteerdred years have passed away, it is still tfue o
those who believe, that they enter into rest. Somes are now resting where the Lord rests andestr
is daily deepening, so that before long it will pnleed a moment’s change and we shall rest with God
in glory. May the Holy Spirit direct us, while wéall, first, notice the people to whom this expece
is confined—“They which have believed do enter irget.” Secondly, the experience itselfi—*"We do
enter into rest.” And thirdly, the personal assertof this experience—we declare, without hesitatio
that having believed we do enter into rest!

|. Follow me in meditation and may the Spirit of Gddds it to our souls, while we consider THE
PEOPLE TO WHOM THIS EXPERIENCE IS CONFINED. Theytand no one else—they rest, be-
cause they have believed. As surely as unbeligbsiut, so surely does faith shut in.

What is to believe? To believe is, first of all, docept as true, the revelation of God. To give un-
feigned assent and consent to all that God has kramlen in His Word, and especially to believe that
He was, “in Christ Jesus, reconciling the worldauRimself, not imputing their trespasses unto tfiem.
We cannot take the further step of trust unlesst, five give credence to the testimony of Godeferr
ence to the work of our Lord Jesus, we must, fastept the facts concerning Him and the witness of
God about Him or we cannot go further. What Godssaytrue and to us it is true because God says it.
We set to our seal that God Himself is true. We looawvjudgments, our questionings, our consciences,
our faith, before the throne of the Lord God othrurhis is an essential groundwork for savinghfait

The operative point of faith is the next one—westrourselves with Him who is revealed—thus we
carry our belief of truth of God to its practicalnclusion. We come—just as we are—to the Savior who
bids us come. We rely for our salvation and acceggavith God upon the Lord Jesus Christ as the Fa-
ther reveals Him. We see in Him God’s appointedseeger of divine grace. We perceive Him to be
our covenant head and representative, and we eefoistand or fall with Him. Chiefly do we receive
Him as our substitute and, in consequence, ouifisaciWe believe in Him as bearing our sins in His
own body on the tree—as made sin for us, thouglkniésv no sin—that we might be made the right-
eousness of God in Him. It is of the essence o fduat we trust ourselves with the Lord Jesusabse
of His finished work on our behalf. We trust Jesuthe faithfulness of God to the promises madesto
in Christ Jesus. We lean upon the sure Word of &atlwork of Jesus. He has not the faith which will
bring him to heaven who does not wholly trust hilihggh God in Christ Jesus. Out of this trust must
come action agreeable thereunto. He that trustsiCippropriates to himself the blessings contained
Him, and henceforth they become his heart’s treaand this changes the whole tone of his life.

He that trusts in Christ becomes obedient to hisofa word—just as the sailor who trusts his pilot
yields to him the steering of the ship. He that tesd faith in the unseen is willing to forego thleasure
and the profit of that which is seen and tempaalfar as it comes in conflict with that kingdom of
God. He sees all that he needs in Jesus and setissjore by Him. For he believes that, “it pleased
Father that in Him should all fullness dwell. Anflis fullness have all we received and grace for
grace.” Faith is an eye to see with and a handdepgwith. Faith joyfully accepts all that Jesusds
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her and for His sake she quits all other confidenge be married to Christ, she forsakes all othests

and delights. This leads the believer to flee frim—he sees that no good can come thereby but only
deadly evil. Moved by gratitude, he reckons himsiglad to the world, because Jesus died—and alive
unto God, because the life of Christ has quickdmed This leads to a daily rejoicing in Christ, for
proportion as we trust the Lord and are governethbytrust, we become happy in the Lord. When we
can say, “He is all my salvation and all my de&iveg shall not be afraid even on our death bedfao

as | am trusting, | am resting.

According to the statement of the writer of thigsép, faith, wherever it exists, brings with itste
Let me sketch three or four cases in proof, sudrase seen myself. Yonder is a man who has come t
a right idea of his guilt before God. He went onrrifyeenough for years, till the Holy Spirit shomgo
his soul and caused him to see the evil of his e began to think. Looking back upon his pastcon
duct, he became uneasy. He felt that he had livdtut God and therefore he had lived an unprolitab
life towards his best Friend. He became greatlfudied in spirit, not only by day but even by night
his dreams were tinctured with fear. He felt thatwas all wrong and he feared he could never be set
right. In such a condition rest is out of the qimdtWhat is to be done? In eager desire he gams fr
one place of worship to another and he reads thptGes and godly books. But he finds no rest laad
will find none until he begins to see Jesus. Hotemfhave | seen the enlightenment which comes of
faith, when a man sees that God is full of loveams him, that He is willing to receive him guitig he
is and to blot out all his sin for Jesus’ sake. Wheconvicted sinner realizes that Christ on the bore
the penalty of his transgressions—then, | sayghténment comes over his soul! | have seen the-coun
tenance transfigured as the divine witness hasesha the mind. It has been to the man as when the
sun arises and the shadows flee. When his heasgdids“Christ for me,” then has He led His capivi
captive. An overpowering delight has filled the lstas flashed from the eyes, shone forth in efeay
ture and overflowed at the lips. Oh, the joy of Wamgy by faith that Christ has saved me, that in him
am reconciled to God! Nothing else will give ussthest but confidence in God in Christ Jesus.

Observe another case. This person was once ai@hnsbfessor, leading the way in public service.
But he declined gradually and at last he fell igti@vous open sin. He has been cut off from thibas
church, and necessarily so, for he has wanderedsinful habits and mixed with evil associates.igle
ill at ease. Like an unquiet spirit, he is seekiest and finding none. If there had been nothindiwhe
grace in his heart, he might have been satisfigd thie husks of the world. But he has enough grace
remaining in him to make him miserable. His fooidf no resting place. He is not willing, as yetg®o
back to the church. And yet he cannot be contemtyadwom the fold. He is as a bird which has wan-
dered from its nest, or a dog which has lost itsteralt is only as that man beholds again theowisif
the Crucified Lover of his soul that he will seb@pe of rest. He must again see his God, clothéuaiin
man flesh, bleeding and dying for him. In that sigilone, will he find a window opened in heaven
through which a backslider's prayer may enters ithe eye of Jesus which makes Peter repent, and th
voice of Jesus which makes Peter confess his lovwite any who are in a backsliding condition to
come with weeping to the pardoning Savior. Do ristrdst Him because of your sin but trust Him be-
cause of His merit. Come back, come back to yast Husband, for it was better with you then than
now! Say, “Return unto your rest, O my soul, foe ttord has dealt bountifully with you.” Turn to the
way of faith, for this is the homeward path.

| have seen the like result of faith in anotheregaghich is very different from the last. A Chrasti
man endowed with large power of thought, in an beilr, quitted his moorings and drifted out inte th
deep. He saw others sailing on the great and wedeasd he thought it a brave thing to imitate them.
Today he has lost his compass and does not betidvie chart. He neither knows what theesbelieve,
nor what heshouldbelieve—his intellect is like a carousel—his betigists about like a weathercock.
All around him is a haze and all beneath him iskgand. He fears that before long there will reniain
his mind no capacity to separate fact from fictibie fears that there is no truth. All doctrine thes
come to him as the baseless fabric of a visiony©nk thing he knows—he is not happy and he views
with regret the restfulness of former days. My rdisted brother, your only hope of intellectual ress
in believing your God. Oh, that you would subjeouy intellect to the Holy Spirit! Come, cast away
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your pride and sit at the feet of Jesus. Becomttla ¢hild, that you may enter the kingdom. Hawaiy
not had enough of this plague of the period—theghvhich betrays its character by calling itselbfih

est doubt™? While you are your own guide, you gol astray. But when you will place your hand inttha
hand which bears the nail print, you shall be safé happy. Then will you sing, “He leads me beside
the still waters.” There is sound intellectual resbe had by him who will submit himself to thdailhi-

ble teaching of God and will wait from day to dgyon the Holy Spirit for light upon his path. “We
which have believed do enter into rest,” and tl# ienot that of ignorance and agnosticism budi@ér
knowledge, for we know and have believed the lovéctv God has towards us. Our standing is on the
rock of a revelation which has been made over aigaour hearts by the Holy Spirit. While those who
rely on their culture are as boats driven uporrtio&s, we stand on safe ground and are not shaken.

Let me give you one more picture. Tread softly,tf@ shadow of death is over yonder bed! Weak-
ness will scarce bear the sound of your footfalk pllse is faint and few, the man is dying! Lodk a
how his tender wife wipes the death sweat frombineav! Come here, you philosophers and cheer his
last hours with the joys of evolution! Come, yowachtes of a new theology and cheer him with your
criticisms! Poor heart, he sees no consolatiorlithat you can set before him. He turns himselthe
Lord Jesus and cries—

“Hold Your cross before my closing eyes.

Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heavens’ morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadovesf,
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.”

If he can but see “the sacred head once woundedwilh have rest. How sweet! How deep! How
perfect that rest will be! Men die not when thegdihe their last with the living Savior near thdm.
unruffled calm the spirit takes its flight from #arand that Word is fulfilled, “Blessed are the dea
which die in the Lord from henceforth. Yes, says 8pirit, that they may rest from their labors.’'hB&l
how they bathe their souls in seas of heavenly Tésty have obtained joy and gladness—and sorrow
and sighing have fled away. In ten thousand thalisastances they that have believed have, even in
their mortal agony, entered into rest. Blessechked_brd for this!

Thus have | set before you who these people ary @ke not those who merdblk of religion but
they have true faith in God; they do not hesitaité delay, but they have once and for all belieead]
are now walking by faith. They are not questionetisey believe God with a simple, child-like confi-
dence. These are they that enter into rest anddyotse will ever do so. | wish some of you woldle
this decisive step, and end this wretched pretehagsdom, this self-conceited trust in “culture™e#fit
will be your greatest gain in life to trust your €sand enter into rest.

II. Our second point is THE EXPERIENCE ITSELF—"We whitave believed do enter into rest.”
| shall now speak of what | know of a surety, ah@vbat many of you know, also. We will propound no
theory and indulge no imagination, but keep to eratof fact.

Wherein do we rest? Brethren, we rest where God-rebat is in the person of the Lord Jesus
Christ. What a wondrous personality we see in Hk®1!God, He is the infinite delight of the Fathes A
personified Wisdom, our Lord Jesus says, “l wasdby, as one brought up with Him; and | was daily
His delight, rejoicing always before Him.” We camnell how much the Father loves Him and how per-
fectly He rests in Him. When God looked upon fallean, He could not rest lmm, for it repented Him
that He had made man upon the face of the eargtrewaas one man, only, upon whom the Father’s eye
rested with pleasure. And even in the foresighitisf birth and death He took pleasure in Him. When
Noah presented the sacrifice which symbolized tbeeanent, we read that the Lord smelled a sweet
savor of rest. The Father takes an intense delgiie glorious person of the Lord Jesus. He caregit
in the creation which is made subject to vanity.ddanot rest in fallen man but He rests in One ithat
near akin to Him, and at the same time near akustalesus counts it not robbery to be equal wad G
and yet counts it not beneath Him to be made liksealves. To the Father and to us He is the place o
our common rest. How happy are we to find rest jpeson! This is warm and substantial comfort. You
cannot rest in the words of a doctrine as you nahe bosom of a person. Take a poor child thetsis
in the street. Talk to it upon cheering themes.séhaught to comfort it. But the little one goesaoy

4 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 35




Sermon #2090 A Delicious Experience 5

ing. Sing to it and reason with it. It is all inimaRun, fetch its mother! See how it smiles! Isties in
her bosom and is at rest. A person yields to hemartfort. So it is with our Lord Jesus Christ. lfe]iin
death—it is a delightful thought that our salvatrests in the hands of a living, loving personalitye
depend upon a divine and human person, an aceesslger, to whom we may come at all times. Oh,
yes, “we which have believed do enter into restthia person of the Well-Beloved!

Next, we rest in His work. That work | can only ghlly outline to you. It was a life of perfect obe-
dience, completed by a death of shame and agorgylifthand the death were all for us—in our place
He obeyed and suffered. “It pleased the Fatherus® Him. He has put Him to grief.” And because of
that bruising and grief, it is written, “The Lorsl well pleased for His righteousness’ sake. He nvdl-
nify the law and make it honorable.” Sinners areiled to God and all offense is removed. Sush re
does the Father find in the life and death of Hedlaveloved Son that He raised Him from the dead an
set Him at His own right hand in the heavenly ptaggod rests in the work of Christ. And so do we.
Beloved, when you get a faith’s view of the worktbé Redeemer, do you not feel that all your fears
and forebodings are sweetly laid to rest? Thedidhement, the perfect righteousness, the gloxais
tory, are not these quiet resting places? The @uenf grace and all the blessings it contains—ate
these joy forever? Can you not say of the Wordefltord—

“My faith can on this promise live,
Can on this promise die”?

| scarcely need to mention, as a separate itenpeaheetualife of Christ. We have not a dead Sav-
ior. | heard one speaking about the blood of Classa dead thing. But indeed that in which we thast
a living efficacy. Beloved, the blood of Christtiee blood of diving Christ. He died but not as a bullock
dies at the altar, for He died to live again, whibk bullock could not do. We trust in Him who kve
and was dead and is alive forevermore. Becausavele We shall live, also. Lift up your eyes and see
your Lord upon the throne! Behold Him risen frone tlead and know that He is coming soon, in all His
glory, to receive you unto Himself. | ask you ifuyoannot find perfect rest in the thought that Mere
lives and is therefore able to save to the uttetthyes, preach Christ to the soul—He is true bam f
its wounds. The love of Jesus is a pillow for evaching head. Let our Lord be near and, like Jolen,
find rest upon His bosom.

Do you ask me what is comprehended in this resttswer—all things. Here we lay every burden
down. Personally | do at this moment rest in Jesu all the past. Whatever there has been dbsin
grieve over, whatever of mistakes, folly, or wronghthis is no more my load, for it was laid on ues
as my scapegoat, and He carried it away into theewiess of forgetfulness. He has finished trarssgre
sion and made an end of sin. | also rest in Himefarence to the present. Whatever there may beibf
currently, or of need pressing, or of danger searetf slander foul, | leave all with Him in whomy
soul reposes, who says to me, “Let not your heartreubled.” They say there is a skeleton in every
closet. | know of none in mine—yes, though | wdikough the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no
evil. We are set free from present fret and worrythat dear hand which rules all things and caafles
things to work together for good. Concerning todagyenter into rest. But there is the future. Wd-foo
ishly try to look through the veil which hides th&rrow from our view. But it is all in vain. Why
should we wish to know what God conceals? It iskméo our Father in heaven. And that is enough for
our faith. We can leave the future where we le&eeplast. He that believes thus enters into retst tee
past, the present and the future. We cast all atg an our Lord, for He cares for us. The poor casim
himself unto God. And when he has so done, heiet @nd his soul is even as a weaned child. | see n
cloud in my sky—Jesus fills it all. How can theldnen of the bride-chamber mourn while the Bride-
groom is with them? Let us rest and rejoice.

What are the excellences of this rest which comebdbieving? | answer, they are very many. It
brings us honor. “Unto you that believe, He is andr.” It is a glorious thing to rest where Godtses
Many people would give their eyes to be invitedstay with the Queen. But, oh, to dwell where God
dwells, and to rejoice where God rejoices! Everyelver has this dignity.

This rest is also a wonderful source of strengttheWthe tree strikes deep root it gets vigor for
fruitage. No man has any great power to work swefadtg while he is worried. The fulcrum must rest,
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or the lever will not work. Fret creates a greaikbge in a man and his force runs away uselessly. B
when care is ended and he enters into rest witisCkiten all the force and energy of his being$uio
holy service for God and man.

Rest in Christ Jesus also gives an incentive igetice, for we feel that since we have such sweet
rest ourselves, we would wish others to have it. téflethe news which gladdens us. We cannot hide
from the multitudes around us the glad tidings Wtiave charmed away our griefs.

This rest also brightens life. When you enter i&st, life is not a dull and dreary round, suchhas
blind horse finds at the mill. Life is not a chawhich we must drag behind us—but wings on which we
soar into the joyous blue and hold converse wiéhdmoristers of heaven. | know not how to expregs m
thankfulness that ever | had a being, seeingadtas/ned with well-being in Christ Jesus. | could say,

“It is something better not to be.” No, No, lifeasfavor now that | know my Lord. This rest in Giriis
a fair foretaste of heaven. We eat from the tabteslestials. “Men did eat angels’ food” in thelder-
ness, and so do we today. We drink from the chaldéehe glorified. When you rest in Christ you kno
what heaven’s repose must be like and your hegtads

What are the limits of this rest? We may place thremere we will—*According to your faith, so be
it unto you.” “We which have believed do enter im&st.” It is an entrance and no more as yet. But
when an Israelite had an entrance into Canaanasthis own fault if he did not penetrate the imteri
and traverse the land from Dan to Beersheba. “Asl, you shall receive.” “All things are possible to
him that believes.” If you are not perfectly regtitiis not the fault of the rest. If you are rast restful in
heart as saints in heaven, you have only yourediidme. You have the same ground for rest as they
have and the same Lord by His presence and powesrtorepose in your spirit—

“How sweetly rest Your saints above,

Which in Your bosom lie!

The church below does rest in hope

Of that felicity.”
There is not a joy in the covenant of grace buttwiba may have, if you have faith enough to laydhol
upon it. There is an unlimited range of bliss befgou—arise and take possession in the name of God.
For it is all yours. But still, for the most pareie below all that we can get is antrance—and we are
happy if it is administered to us abundantly. Wessrthe threshold of our Father’'s house and take th
first chair in the first room we come to—this igeat privilege. But let us go further in and prede
His presence-chamber. Anyhow, let us say, “I wiledl in the house of the Lord forever.”

lll. Under the third head | must draw your attentiomHE PERSONAL ASSERTION OF THIS
EXPERIENCE—"We which have believed do enter intstrel like the plain and positive speech of the
apostle for himself and his friends. If the aposidel belonged to the same school as some of our goo
but weak brethren, he would have said, “We thaehazlieved hope that we may some day know a little
of what the rest of faith means. We sometimes Hmpgemore often fear. We are afraid to believe too
certainly, lest it should be presumption. We some# indulge a faint hope that ultimately we may fin
rest.” This is very weak milk-and-water, and no avi# ever get much joy out of it. Let us attain to
something better than this. Paul did not talk se.skid, “We which have believed do enter into rest”
and he said no more than is true. Some dog barke ak know what its bark means. My opponent cries,
“You are too dogmatic and too positive.” To whicheply, “I cannot help being dogmatic when | say
that | see what | know | have seen, and | declaak ltfeel what | know | am feeling.” Would you lev
me doubt my own consciousness? | know whether &iarest or not.

| do not invite any of you to say that faith giwssu peace unless it does so. It must be a matter of
fact. We want no empty profession. | remember Ingaof a pious minister who was asked to speak one
day upon the subject of joy in God. He stood up said, “I am sorry that | have been requested to
speak upon this topic, for the fact is, | am notkivey in the light but | am crying, ‘Restore untcerthe
joy of Your salvation.” | have grieved my heavergther, and | am in the dark.” He sat down and
sobbed. And so did all his brethren. This honesfession did far more good than if he had patched u
a tale, and told of some stale experience yeamelf you have not entered into rest, do not thay
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you have. Fictitious experience is dangerous tddhger of it. Experience borrowed from other peopl
is like the borrowed axe, sure to fall into thecdiand make its user cry, “Alas,”

“Well,” cries one, “we do not rest, we are hardvatrk for our Lord.” And so am I. But this is rest t
me, now that | am at peace with God. The laboowé lfor Christ is only another word for rest. Hgssa
“Take My yoke upon you: and you shall find restaybur souls.” Carry Christ’'s burden and your
shoulders shall have rest. We do not mean slegiesress when we speak of rest—that is not rest but
rust Our rest is found in theerviceof God.

“Oh,” says one, “I have such a world of trouble!® Pou think you are the only one? Some time ago
| met with a certain younger brother who has beawdanto suffer through taking the right side in the
Down-Grade controversy. He wrote to me of his $oaés. | sympathized with him. But | reminded him
that he was not alone in them. When Montezuma \eagglroasted alive by the Spaniards, one of his
nobles, who was being tortured with him, cried iouhis agonies. The king bade him be quiet, adding,
“Do you think that | am on a bed of roses?” No, fmgnd, you are by no means alone. Tribulationas n
strange thing to the favorites of heaven. Is iréfore, impossible to rest? By no means! Doesnot
Lord say, “In the world you shall have tribulatidout be of good cheer. | have overcome the world.”
The holy children enjoy their greatest peace inséneen-times heated furnace; our greatest joys ®mim
the crests of the huge billows of trouble! Throughch tribulation we come to the kingdom, and even
in the midst of that tribulation, we glory, since wnter into rest.

“Oh,” says one, “I find a conflict going on withme.” Do you? So do I. Who does not feel a strug-
gle while pressing forward towards perfection? @aare be rest where there is conflict? | answer, As
suredly! He that is at rest in his heart is the rafight. While he cries, “O wretched man thatn!a
Who shall deliver me from the body of this death@’is able at once to add, “I thank God througligies
Christ our Lord.” “We are troubled on every sidet yot distressed.” Our confidence in Christ is not
shaken, though all confidence in ourselves is gdhe. more we see of our wretchedness and vileness
by nature, the more we rest in Jesus.

“Oh,” cries one, “sometimes my rest is broken.”iSmay be, and yet you may have it stilll Put the
pieces together again and have them well rivetgdryEnow and then a child of God may fail as to the
strengthof his faith, and then he loses rest for a wiilet as theobjectof his faith does not fail—since
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today andeerevis rest soon comes back. Take down your harp;
your peace is like a river, and it flows with frestaters. We have peace and we must bear withags to
for it is with many of us a matter of fact thatlbglieving we enter into rest.

This declaration, that we have rest, should alwagsnade with a holy purpose. We must not go
about boasting of our peace. That is what littléden do who know no better—they say, “Look at my
new shoes.” There are many silly children nowadalys cry, “Look, how perfect | am!” Dear child, it
will be better for you to be seen and not heardelviiou bear withess to your own enjoyment of the
rest of faith, let it be your purpose, first, tmgty God who has given you this rest. And nexgttjou
may convince others that such a rest is possikbev Ean we hope to convince others that there is the
rest of faith, unless we enjoy it ourselves? Naglago, one of our ministers was preaching uporasal
tion and the work of the Spirit in the heart, wlmre of the congregation rose and asked him respectf
ly, “Sir, do you know all this by the report of etts, or has this taken place in your own experighce
The preacher was by no means put about by theigudsit rather rejoiced in it, for he could honestl
reply, “I have trusted Christ; | am saved and |\Wrend feel the peace which results therefrom.”df h
could not have made that solemn statement, he wwadd had no influence over the person who had
put the question. If we show by our daily livesttiage rest in Christ, we shall be more likely towlra
troubled ones to Jesus. The man who was born Wihdpn his eyes were opened, did not hesitate to say
“One thing | know: whereas | was blind, now | se€liis was a powerful argument to prove the power
and Godhead of Him who had opened his eyes!

Brethren, if you can say as much as this—"By bétigu have entered into rest,” be thankful, for
this privilege is aift of love It is a wonderful instance of sovereign gracd twech unworthy ones as
we are should enter into God’s rest. But if yourzairsay it, do not despair. Make it a point of dices
with yourself, “Why cannot | thus speak? Why haveot entered into rest? Is it because | have not be
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lieved?” Perhaps some fault of character may preyewr enjoying perfect rest. See where that flaw i
Are you living in any sin? If so, the sun may haigen, but if there is a bandage over your eyes, yo
will still be in the dark. Get rid of that whichibtls the eye. Or, are you trustipgurselfas well as trust-
ing in Christ? Are you relying on yo@xperience?hen | do not wonder if you miss the rest of faith
Get rid of all that spoils the simplicity of youaith. Come to the Lord anew this morning! Possiuy
are sickly in body and this may cause you discotrffor which you cannot otherwise account. Never
mind, you may come just as you are, with all yagkrsess, weakness, or family trouble, and you may
now rest in the Lord. Tell your grief to Jesus &tedwill breathe on you and say, “Peace be unto’you.

We ought to be at rest—we err when we are not. il cfi God should not leave his bedroom in the
morning without being on good terms with his Gock ¥hould not dare to go into the world and feel, “I
am out of harmony with my Lord. All is not rightttaeeen God and my soul.” A husband, if perhaps he
has had a difference with his wife, will not feelpgpy in going to business while that little clowd r
mains. In domestic life we are wise if we squatesath matters before we separate. Let us partavith
kiss. This method of unbroken fellowship shoulccheefully maintained towards God. Be at perfect res
with Him. “Acquaint yourself with Him, and be atauee, for thereby good shall come unto you.” Set all
straight today so that you can say, “We which haeigeeved do enter into rest.” And when that is done
if anything should again happen to break the goldsin, renew it by faith, for by faith alone wearsd.
Destroy, by the power of God’s Spirit, everythingigh weakens faith, for this will disturb your rest
God. Oh, that all the way between here and heawemay journey on with restful hearts, led beside th
still waters! | have seen, in an old book, a pdarwé Mr. Sibbs, the famous Puritan, and it sayshat
bottom of the likeness, “Heaven was in him befogeaas in heaven.” Now, that must be so with us—
for nobody gets into heaven who does not get heauerhimself first. Oh, to get heaven into us this
morning, and keep it there forever!

“Alas,” cries one, “l wish | had the rest you spedkbut | cannot find it though | study much and
work hard.” Hearken to a parable—A little bird bktair found itself in a church. It was anxiougital
its way into the open air, and so it flew aloft amgdhe great timbers of the roof, where it was baif
ied and almost blinded by the dust which lay thiglon the beams. There were no seeds, nor fruits, no
waters in that dry and thirsty height. It then maddash at a window, glorious with many colors. But
found no way of escape. It tried again and agaid, at last dropped stunned upon the pavement of the
aisle. When it recovered itself a little, it didtremgain fly aloft. But seeing the door open upoa lgvel
of the floor, it joyfully flew through it into th®pen country. You are that bird. Your pride makes y
deal with high things up there in the roof. You bBlading yourself among the lofty mysteries—there
no escape for you there, or rest, or even life! ¥eak a way through the glory of your own painted
righteousness, but this will be death to you, ifi ymersevere. Drop down upon the floor of honest con
fession and lowly penitence; come to the groungddfthumiliation. When you get lower ideas of your-
self you will see before you the open door—Chrestus. As soon as you see Him, use the wings of a
simple faith, and you are at liberty and no momaptive doomed to die. May God bring you down, that
He may exalt you in due time, for Christ’s sake! &m
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