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“That | may know Him and the power of His resurreon.”
Philippians 3:10.

PAUL, in the verses before the text, had delibéydted aside his own personal righteousness. “But
what things were gain to me, those | counted los<Christ, for whom | have suffered the loss of all
things and do count them but dung, that | may wimisE and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is of the law.” It is insiredhin these days that a belief in the righteousinéss
faith will lead men to care little for good workshat it will act as a sedative to their zeal, aretefore
they will exhibit no ardor for holiness. The vegverse is seen in the case of the apostle ane icase
of all who cast aside the righteousness of the l#hwat-they may be clothed with that righteousness
“which is through the faith of Christ, the rightemess which is of God by faith.” Paul made a lidtis
advantages as to confidence in the flesh and tleg wery great. But he turned his back upon thém al
for Christ’s sake. Accepting Christ to be everythio him, did he, therefore, sit down in self-carte
and imagine that personal character was nothingPd@yneans! A noble ambition fired his soul—he
longed to know Christ—the power of His resurrectaond the fellowship of His sufferings. If by any
means he might attain unto the resurrection froemdbad, he became a holy walker, and a heavenly
runner—because of what he saw in Christ Jesus.

Be sure of this—the less you value your own righge@ss—the more will you seek after true
holiness. The less you think of your own beauty, tiore ardently will you long to become like the
Lord Jesus. Those who dream of being saved by tvair good works are usually those who have no
good works worth mentioning. Those who sincerelydaide all hope of salvation by their own merits
are fruitful in every virtue to the praise of Gaddor is this a strange thing. For the less a mankghof
himself, the more he will think of Christ, and thmre will he aim at being like He is. The less este
he has of his own past good works, the more eamiéidie be to show his gratitude for being saved b
divine grace through the righteousness of ChriithFworks by love, purifies the soul and setshbart
running after the prize of our high calling in Glirdesus. Therefore it is a purifying and activaqple,
and by no means the inert thing which some supposéde.

What, then, was the great object of the aposti@ler& It was, “that | may know Him and the power
of His resurrection.” Paul already knew the Lordukeby faith. He knew so much of Him as to be able
to teach others. He had looked to Jesus and knlegvpdwer of His death. But he now desired that the
vision of his faith might become still better knowsg experience. You may know a man and have an
idea that he is powerful, but to know hand his power over you, is a stage further. You may have read
of a man so as to be familiar with his history &gl character and yet you may have no knowledge of
him and of his personal influence over yourselfulPdesired intimate acquaintance with the Lord
Jesus—personal communion with the Lord to suchgaegethat he should feel His power at every point
and know the effect of all that He had worked oulis life, death and resurrection. He knew thaude
died and he aspired to rehearse the history imWwis soul’'s story—he would be dead with Him to the
world. He knew that Jesus was buried and he woaldlybe “buried with Him in baptism unto death.”
He knew that Jesus rose and his longing was towise Him in newness of life. Yes, he even
remembered that his Lord had ascended up on higjih@mejoiced to say, “He has raised us up together
and made us sit together in heavenly places ins€Cheisus.” His great desire was to have reprodunced
himself the life of Jesus so as to know all aboim Hy being made like He is. The béste of Christ is
not by Canon Farrar, or Dr. Geikie—it is writtentire experience of the saint by the Holy Spirit!
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| want you to observe, at the very outset, thalPalll desired to know was always in connection with
our Lord, Himself. He says, “That | may know HIMdthe power of His resurrection.” Jesus first, and
then the power of His resurrection; beware of stuglyloctrine, precept, or experiences apart froen th
Lord Jesus, who is the soul of all. Doctrine withQinrist will be nothing better than His empty tamb
Doctrine with Christ is a glorious high throne—withe King sitting on it. Precepts without Chrisé ar
impossible commands, but precepts from the lipdesfus have a quickening effect upon the heart.
Without Christ you can do nothing, but abiding imHyou bring forth much fruit. Always let your
preaching and your hearing look towards thesonal Savior. This makes all the difference in
preaching. Ministers may preach sound doctrinetdsifiand be utterly without unction, but those who
preach it in connection with the person of the $delsLord have an anointing which nothing else can
give. Christ Himself, by the Holy Spirit, is thevea of a true ministry.

This morning we will confine our thoughts to onertire, and unite with the apostle in a strong desire
to know our Lord in connection with the power ofsHesurrection. The resurrection of the Lord Jesus
was, in itself, a marvelous display of power. Tseahe dead body of our Lord from the tomb was as
great a work as thereation. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit eachkeaithis greatest miracle.
| need not stay to quote the texts in which thenrestion of our Lord is ascribed to the Father—who
brought again from the dead that great Shephetbeosheep. Nor need | mention Scriptures in which
the Lord is said to have been quickened by the Bplyit; nor those instances in which that greatkwo
is ascribed to the Lord Jesus, Himself. But assyrib@ sacred writings represent the Divine Trinity
Unity as gloriously co-operating in the raising imgiom the dead the person of our Lord Jesus Chris
It was, however, a special instance of our Lordig @ower. He said, “Destroy this temple and in ¢hre
daysl will raise it up.” He also said, concerning Hife)i“l have power to lay it down and | have power
to take it again.”

| do not know whether | can convey my own thoughyaou. What strikes me very forcibly is this—
no mere man going to his grave could say, “| hawegy to take my life again.” The departure of life
leaves the man necessamplywerless—he cannot restore himself to life. Behold the sddyody of Jesus
embalmed in spices and wrapped about with liners. Iid within the sealed and guarded tomb—how
can it come back to life? Yet Jesus said, “I havevgr to take My life again.” And He proved it!
Strange power—that spirit of His which had travetedough the under lands, and upwards to the
Eternal Glory—had power to return and to re-enbat holy Thing which had been born of the virgin,
and to revivify that flesh which could not see option! Behold the dead and buried One makes
Himself alive again! Herein is a marvelous thing ttas master over death, even when death seemed to
have mastered Him—He entered the grave as a captivéeft it as a conqueror. He was compassed by
the bonds of death, but He could not be held byntHeven in His burial garments He came to life—
from those wrappings He unbound Himsel—from thele@ tomb He stepped into liberty. If, in the
extremity of His weakness He had the power to oiseof the sepulcher, and come forth in newness of
life, what can He not accomplish now?

| do not think, however, that Paul is here thinksagmuch of the power displayed in the resurrection
as of the power which comes out of it—which may mpsoperly be called, “the power of His
resurrection.” The apostle desired to apprehendtarichow this! This is a very wide subject, and |
cannot encompass the whole region, but many thimmg be said under four heads. The power of our
Lord’s resurrection is amevidencing power, ajustifying power, alife-giving power, and aonsoling
power.

|. First, the power of our Lord’s resurrection is ANIDPENCING POWER. Here | shall liken it to
a seal which is set to a document to prove itsemtitity. Our Lord’s resurrection from the dead veas
proof that He was the Messiah. That He had comea tp® Father’s business. That He was the Son of
God, and that the covenant which Jehovah had méateHim was henceforth ratified and established.
He was “declared to be the Son of God with powecoeding to the Spirit of holiness, by the
resurrection from the dead.” Thus said Paul atdatii—"The promise which was made unto the fathers,
God has fulfilled the same unto us, their childrenthat He has raised up Jesus again. As it i3 als
written in the second psalm, You are My Son, tlag tlave | begotten You.” Nobody witnessing our
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Lord’s resurrection could doubt His divine charac@d that His mission upon earth was from the
eternal God. Well did Peter and John declare thaas the Prince of Life that God had raised from t
dead! Our Lord had given this for a sign unto thecking Pharisees—that as Jonah lay in the deep till
the third day and then came forth—even so wouldHHmself, lie in the heart of the earth till therth
day, and then arise from the dead. His rising pildbat He was sent of God, and that the power af Go
was with Him. Our Lord had entered into a covenaith the Father before all worlds, wherein He had,
on His part, engaged to finish redemption and matk@mement for sin. That He had done this was
affirmed by His rising again from the dead—ttesurrection was the attestation of the Father to the
fulfillment on the part of the Second Adam of Hisrfon in the everlasting covenant. His blood is th
blood of the everlasting covenant and His resuineds the seal of it. “Christ was raised from thesad

by the glory of the Father” as the witness of ttegreal God to the glory of the Son.

So much is the resurrection the proof of our Lomission that it falls to the ground without it. If
our Lord Jesus had not risen from the dead, otim faiHim would have lacked the cornerstone of the
foundation on which it rests. Paul writes most pesiy—“If Christ is not risen, then is our preanbi
vain, and your faith is also vain.” He declared tha apostles would have been found false witrsesEe
God, “Because,” he says, “we have testified of @ad He raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, if
so be that the dead rise not.” “If Christ is nasea, your faith is vain; you are yet in your sinEhe
resurrection of Jesus is the keystone of the af@uioholy faith; if you take the resurrection awdye
whole structure lies in ruins. The death of Chraheit that it is the ground of our confidence foe
pardon of sin, would not have furnished such a flation had He not risen from the dead. Were HE stil
dead, His death would have been like the deathngfaher person—and would have given us no
assurance of acceptance. His life, with all theubeaf its holiness, would have been simply a pxrfe
example of conduct, but it could not have beconreriginteousness if His burial in the tomb of Joseph
had been the end of all. It was essential for trdianation of His life-teaching and His death-suifhg,
that He should be raised from the dead. If he l@disen but were still among the dead, you might a
well tell us that we preach to you a cunningly dedi fable.

See, then, the power of His resurrection—it prowébout a doubt the faith once delivered to the
saints. Supported by infallible proofs, it becontsslf the infallible proof of the authority, poweand
glory of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. | beg further to notice that this proof had such power
about it in the minds of the apostles that theyaghed with singular boldness. These chosen witeesse
had seen the Lord after His resurrection—one ainthad put his finger into the print of the nailada
others had eaten and drunk with Him. They were thaethey were not deceived. They knew that He
was dead, for they had been present at His burtey-knew that He lived again, for they had heard
Him speak, and had seen Him eat a piece of a drbgdk and honeycomb! The fact was as clear to them
as it was wonderful! Peter and the rest of thenthaut hesitation, declared, “this Jesus has Gaztdai
up, whereof we all are witnesses.” They were shat they saw the man who died on Calvary alive
again, and they could not but testify what they hadrd and seen. The enemies of the faith wondsred
the boldness with which these witnesses spoker3hes the accent of conviction—for they testified
what they knew of as fact; they had no suspiciohiig in the background; they were sure that Jesus
had risen from the dead, and this unquestionaltaingy made them confident that He was, indeegl, th
Messiah and the Savior of men. The power of thes dgon those who believe it is great. But upors¢ého
who saw it as eyewitnesses it must have been inconceivably mighty!

| wonder not that they defied contradiction, peuwien, and even death. How could they disbelieve
that of which they were so certain? How could tkathhold their witness to a fact which was so
important to the destiny of their fellow men? Ire thpostles and the first disciples we have a ctgud
witnesses to a fact more firmly attested than ahgrorecorded in history—and that fact is the wsge
to the truth of our religion. Honest witnesses iarenthan sufficient number declare that Jesus Chris
who died on Calvary, and was buried in the tomBasfeph of Arimathea, did rise again from the dead.
In the mouth of many witnesses the fact is estiabtis—and this fact established proves other blessed
facts. If the cloud of witnesses might not seenifigeht in itself, | see that cloud tinged with mison,
reddened as by the setting sun, the cloud of wsees life becomes a cloud of martyrs in deathé Th
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disciples were put to cruel deaths asserting thtdll fact that Jesus had risen from the grave. Hmely
their immediate followers, never doubting, “countecdt their lives dear to them,” that they might
witness to this truth of God. They suffered theslogall things—were banished and were accounted th
offscouring of all things—but they could not andula not, contradict their faith! They were nailed t
crosses and bound to stakes to be burned. Butniteistasm of their conviction was never shaken.
Behold an array of martyrs reaching on through dasturies! Behold how they are all sure of the
gospel, because sure of their Lord’s endless Igehot this a grand evidence of “the power of His
resurrection™? Th@&ook of Martyrsis a record of that power. The resurrection ofi€hrasts a sidelight
upon the gospel by proving its reality and liteesis. There is a tendency in this generation tat spir
away the truth, and in so doing lose both the teutth its Spirit.

In these evil days fact is turned into myth, andrtrinto opinion. Our Lord’s resurrection is a ttae
fact—when He rose from the dead He was no spegttesst, or apparition. He was a real man who died
the cruel death of the cross; He was a real manra$® again from the dead, bearing in His body the
marks of the crucifixion. His appearance to His ifean companions was to them no dream of the
night—no fevered imagination of enthusiastic minélssus Christ took pains to make them sure of His
real presence and that He was really among thetiisiproper person—

“A man there was, a real man,

Who once on Calvary died,

That same blest man arose from death—

The mark is in His side!”
There was as much reality about the rising of candlas about His death and burial. There is n@fict
here. This literal fact gives reality to all thainges from Him and by Him. Justification is no mere
easing of the conscience—it is a real arrayinghefgoul in righteousness. Adoption into the faroily
God is no fancy, but brings with it true and propenship. The blessings of the gospel are subatanti
facts and not mere theological opinions. As thenmestion of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead aa
plain visible matter of fact—so are the pardon iof sind the salvation of the soul matters of actual
experience, and not the creatures of religious inzaigpn.

Brethren, such is the evidencing power of the mestion of Christ, that when every other argument
fails your faith, you may find safe anchorage iis thssured fact. The currents of doubt may bear you
towards the rocks of mistrust. But when your andnmis no other hold, it may grip the fact of the
resurrection of Christ from the dead. This musttie. The withesses are too many to have been
deceived, and their patient deaths on accountesf Helief proved that they were not only honeshme
but good men who valued the truth of God more tlifan We know that Jesus rose from the dead—
whatever else we are forced to question, we havquestion on that score. We may be tossed about
upon the sea in reference to other statementswbuitep to shore again and find terra firma in this
unquestionable, firmly-established truth—"The Lasdrisen, indeed.” Oh, that any of you who are
drifting may be brought to a resting place by flist! If you doubt the possibility of your own pa
this may aid you to believe—for Jesus lives! | ré¢lael other day of one who had greatly backslidden
and grievously dishonored his Lord. But he heaskiamon upon the resurrection of Christ from the
dead and it was life to him. Though he had knowd balieved that truth before, yet he had never
realized it vividly. After service he said to thanister, “Is it so, that our Lord Jesus has reaibgen
from the dead, and is yet alive? Then He can sa& m

By His grace! A living Christ can say assuredlytw, “Your sins are forgiven you.” He is able now
to breathe into you eternal life. The Lord is risedeed—in this see the evidence of His power t@ sa
to the uttermost; from this first solid stone oé ttesurrection you may go, step by step, overtteams
of doubt till you land on the other side fully asesii of your salvation in Christ Jesus! Thus, yoe se
there is an evidencing power in the resurrectiomwf Lord Jesus Christ. | pray that you may feel it
now. You cannot have too much holy confidence. ¥annot be too sure. He that died for you is alive,
and is making intercession for sinners. Believe finaly, and realize it vividly; then you will bélled
with rest of heart, and will be bold to testifytime name of your Lord. The timid by nature will bete
lion-like in witnessing when the resurrection hasrme to them overwhelming evidence of their
Redeemer’s mission and power!
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Il. We will dwell next UPON THE JUSTIFYING POWER OF HEESURRECTION. Under the
first head | compared the resurrection to a sealddd this second head | must liken it to a note of
acquittal, or a receipt. Our Lord’s rising from ttead was a discharge in full from the High Codrt o
Justice and from all those liabilities which He hadtlertaken on our behalf.

Observe, first, that our Lord must have fully pthé penalty due to sin. He was discharged because
He had satisfied the claim of justice. All that faev could possibly demand was the fulfillment loé t
sentence, “The soul that sins, it shall die.” Thereo getting away from that doom—Iife must beetak
for sin committed. Christ Jesus is our substituté sacrifice. He came into the world to vindicdte t
law and He has achieved it by the offering of Hilhd#e has been dead and buried, and He has now
risen from the dead because He has endured detih fallest, and there remains no more to be done.
Brothers and sisters consider this and let yourthdee filled with joy—the penalty which has come
upon you through breaches of the law is paid! Yonddahe receipt. Behold the person of your risen
Lord! He was your hostage till the law had beendred and divine authority had been vindicated—that
being done, an angel was sent from the thronelltbaiok the stone and set the hostage free. All areo
in Him—and all are in Him who believe in Him—aret $&2e by His being set free from the prison of
the sepulcher—

“He bore on the tree the ransom for me,

And now both the sinner and Surety are free”
Our Lord has blotted out the record which was agjais and that in a most righteous way. Through the
work of Jesus, God is just and the justifier of hirat believes. Jesulsed for our sins butose again for
our justification. As the rising of the sun removke darkness, so the rising of Christ has remaed
sin. The power of the resurrection of Christ isnseée the justifying of every believer, for the
justification of the Representative is the virtjudtification of all whom He represents.

When our Lord rose from the dead it was certifiedt tthe righteousness, which He came to work
out, was finished. For what remained to be doné®As$ accomplished, and therefore He went up unto
His Father’s side. Is He toiling there to finishhaf-accomplished enterprise? No, “This man, after
had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat W@t the right hand of God.” Our righteousness is a
finished one, for Jesus quit the place of humoatnd arose to His reward. He cried upon the cftiss
is finished!"—and His word is true. The Father ers#al His claim by raising Him from the dead. Put
on, therefore, O you faithful, this matchless rabgerfect righteousness! It is more than royaHsit
divine! It is for you that this best robe is prded. Wear it and be glad. Remember that in Cheistig
you are justified from all things. You are, in thight of God, as righteous asydu had kept the law. For
your covenant Head kept it. You are as justifiedfagpu had been obedient unto death—for Jesus
Christ obeyed the law on your behalf. You are tlag justified by Christ who is “the end of the |&v
righteousness to everyone that believes.” Becaeses Kelivered from the tomb, we are delivered from
judgment and are sent forth as justified personiefefore, being justified by faith, we have peatth
God.”

Oh, that a deep peace, profound as the serentBodf may fall upon all our hearts as we see Jesus
risen from the dead! His resurrection did not omtgve our pardon and our justification but it prdve
our full acceptance. “He has made us accepteddnBeloved.” Christ is never separated from His
people, and therefore, wherever He is they areim. Hle is the Head. And as the Head, such are the
members. | will suppose that a dead body lies leefigt See, the head comes to life. It opens its. diye
lifts itself. It rises from the ground. It movesttee table. | need not tell you that the arms,fés and
the whole body must go with the head. It cannathia¢ there shall be a risen head and yet the meamber
of the body shall still be dead! When God accepfdutist, my Head, He acceptede. When He
glorified my Head, He made me a partaker of thatygthrough my Representative. The infinite delight
of the Father in His Only-Begotten is an infinitelight in all the members of His mystical body.rap
that you may feel the power of His resurrectiorthis respect and become flooded with delight by the
conviction that you are accepted, beloved, andjdtdd in by the Lord God. The resurrection will mak
your heart dance for joy if you fully see the pardqstification, and acceptance which it guarastee
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you. Oh that the Holy Spirit may now take of thengfs of Christ’s resurrection and apply them to us
with justifying power!

[Il.  Thirdly, let us now notice THE LIFE-GIVING POWER OFHE RESURRECTION OF
CHRIST.

This will be seen if we perceive that our Lord hésin Himself. | showed you this earlier—in the
fact that He raised Himself from the dead. He tagkthe life which He laid downHe only has
immortality—essential and underived. Remember hanskid, “I am the resurrection and the life”? Do
not say, “I believe in Christ and desire life.” Ybave it. Christ and life are not two things. Hgss&l
am the resurrection and the life.” If you have 3eSurist, you have the resurrection. Oh, that yaghin
now realize what power lies in Him who is the resation and the life! All the power there is in Gir
is there for His people. “It pleased the Fathet thalim should all fullness dwell,” and “of His lfness
have all we received.” Christ has a life in Himsatfd He makes that life flow into every part of His
mystical body according to His own word, “Becausied, you shall live also.” Triumph, thereforeath
you possess as a believer this day, that samewhieh is inherent in the person of your glorious
covenant Head.

Moreover, our Lord has power to quicken whom Hd. ilthe Lord Jesus Christ will, this morning,
speak to the coldest heart in this assembly, it gidw with heavenly life! If the salvation of saul
depended upon thpreacher, nobody would be saved, but when the preacher’stélasomes with
him—however feeble his utterance—the life flashexthf and the dead are raised! See how the dry
bones come together! Behold how, at the cominghefdivine wind they stand upon their feet an
exceeding great army! Our risen Redeemer is thd bad Giver of life. What joy to Christian workers
is found in the life-giving power of the resurrecti The warrant of Jesus will run through the dondi
death and set dead Lazarus free! Where is he tising? Lord, call him!

This life, whenever it is imparted, rew life. In reading the four evangelists have yourewaiced
the difference between Jesus after resurrectiorbafae? A French divine has written a book ertitle
“The Life of Jesus Christ in Glory.” When | boughtl hardly knew what the subject might be. But |
soon perceived that it was the life of Jesus othediler He was risen from the dead. That was, indeed, a
glorious life. He feels no more suffering, weaknessariness, reproach, or poverty—He is no more
mocked or opposed by men. He is in the world butstbrcely seems to touch it and it does not at all
touch Him. He was of another world and only a terappsojourner on this globe to which He evidently
did not belong. When we believe in Jesus we recaivav life and rise to a higher state. The spiritual
life owes nothing to the natural life—it is fromaher source and goes in another direction. Thédifeld
bears the image of the first and earthy Adam. Téworsd life bears the image of the second and
heavenly Adam. The old life remains, but becomessta kind of death—the new life which God gives
is the true life, which is part of the new createmd links us to the heavenly and divine. To thsy,
the old life is greatly opposed. But that evil Jitey God’s grace, does not get the upper hand. \&fdud
is the change worked by the new birth! Facultieg tiere in you before are purged and elevatedaBut
the same time, new spiritual faculties are contemed a new heart and a right spirit are put witlao.
Wonder at this—that the risen Christ is able toegiss an entirely new life! May you know, in this
respect, the power of His resurrection! May youwrtbe peace, the repose, the power of your risen
Lord! May you, like He, be a stranger here, soopeeting to depart unto the Father! Before His death
our Lord experienced stress because His work wasaoamplished—after His death He was at ease—
because His work was done! Brethren, we may enterHlis rest, for we are complete in Him! We are
working for our Lord as He was for His Father dgrthe forty days. But yet the righteousness in Wwhic
we are accepted is finished, and therefore werstin Him.

Once more—the resurrection of Christ is operatinthis present time with a quickening power on
all who hear the word aright. The sun is, to thgetable world, a great source of growth. In thismitho
of April he goes forth with life in his beams ane wee the result. The buds are bursting, the tnees
putting on their summer dress, the flowers areisménd even the seeds which we buried in the earth
are beginning to feel the vivifying warmth. Theyessot the lord of day but they feel his smile. Over
what an enormous territory is the returning suntiooially operating! How potent are his forces when
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he crosses the line and lengthens the day! Suttteissen Christ. In the grave He was like the isun
His winter solstice but He crossed the line in Hisurrection. He has brought us all the hopes ah§p
and is bringing us the joys of Summer. He is quiokg many at this hour and will yet quicken myriads
This is the power with which the missionary goeshf@o sow; this is the power in which the preachter
home continues to scatter the seed. The risentGhrike great producer of harvests. By the power o
His resurrection men are raised from their deasinrto eternal life.

| said eternal life, for wherever Jesus gives lifas everlasting life. “Christ being risen frorhet
dead, dies no more. Death has no more dominiontdwer’ And as we have been raised in the likeness
of His resurrection, so are we raised into a liferavhich death has no more dominion. We shallimt
again but the water which Jesus gives us shal s & well of water springing up ingeerlasting life!

| wish | could venture further to unveil this sdci@rce, and still more fully reveal to you the paw
of our Lord’s resurrection. It is the power of thiely Spirit. It is the energy upon which you must
depend when teaching or preaching. It must all &ecdrding to the working of His mighty power,
which He worked in Christ when He raised Him frdme dead.” | want you to feel that power today. |
would have you feel eternal life throbbing in ydaasoms, filling you with glory and immortality! Are
you feeling cast down? Are your surroundings likese of a morgue? When you return will you seem
to go home to endure the rottenness and corrupfigmofanity and lewdness? Your remedy will lie in
eternal life flooding you with its torrents, andalbeg you above these evil influences. May youardy
have life but have it more abundantly, and so lgenrdus enough to throw off the baneful influences o
this evil world!

IV. The last point is THE CONSOLING POWER OF THE RESURRION OF CHRIST.

This consoling power should be felt as to all degghsaints. We are often summoned to the house of
mourning in this church. We seldom pass a weekowitlone or two deaths of beloved ones. Here is our
comfort—Jesus says, “Your dead men shall live, ttogrewith My dead body shall they arise.”

“As the Lord our Savior rose

So all His followers must.”
He is the first-fruits from among the dead. The etwries are crowded, precious dust is closely ltkape
together. But as surely as Jesus rose from the tdndbseph all those who are in Him shall rise .also
Though bodies may be consumed in the fire, or gtdorpowder, or sucked up by plants and fed upon
by animals. Though they are made to pass thougthtarsand changeful processes—yet there are no
difficulties where there is a God. He that gavebodies when we had none can restore those bodies
when they are pulverized and scattered to thevionds. We sorrow not as those that are without hope
We know where the souls of the godly ones are—trey“forever with the Lord.” We know where
their bodieswill be when the clarion blast shall wake the dead anddpellcher shall give up its spoils.
Sweet is the consolation which comes to us fromethety tomb of Jesus. “God has both raised up the
Lord and will also raise up us by His own power.”

Here, too, is comfort in our inward deaths. In ortat we should know the resurrection of Christ
we must be made conformable unto His death. Havaovéo die many deaths? Have you ever felt the
sentence of death in yourself that you might nasttin yourself? Have you not seen all your fancied
beauty decay and all your strength wither “like kb&ves of the forest when autumn has blown”? Have
not all your carnal hopes perished and all youolkes turned to dust? If any of you are undergaoinag
process today, | hope you will go through withilltthe sword of the Spirit has slain you. You mds
before you can be raised from the dead. If youuadergoing the process of crucifixion with Christ—

which means a painful, lingering death within—renbem that this is thenecessary way to

resurrection. How can you know your Lord’s resutimt except by knowing His death? You must be
buried with Him to rise with Him. Is not this sweminsolation for a bitter experience?

| think there is here great consolation for thoBesowho mourn because the cause of Christ seems
to be in an evil case. | may say to the enemy, SThiyour hour and the power of darkness.” Alagyl
with the holy woman, “They have taken away my Lardl | know not where they have laid Him.” In
many a pulpit the precious blood no longer spedkgy have taken the heart out of the doctrine of
propitiation and left us nothing but the name ofTiheir false philosophy has overlaid the gospe an
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crushed out its life, so far as they are concerfdaty boast that we are powerless—our protest is
despised, error shows her brazen forehead andsshigestrongholds of truth. Yet we despair not—no,
we do not even fear. If the cause of Christ werddend buried—and the wise men had fixed the stone
and set their seal and appointed their guards—déssa, at the appointed hour, the Lord’s truth \@oul
rise again. | am not uneasy about ultimate isdtésthe mischief of the time being that grieves.But

the Lord will yet avenge His own elect which cryydand night unto Him. Jesus must live if they Kkill
Him. He must rise if they bury Him—herein lies mansolation.

This truth affords choice consolation to persecwganhts. In Paul's day to be a Christian was a
costly matter. Imprisonment was the lightest ofrtlréals—stripes and tortures of every kind wehneit
portion. “Christians to the lions!” was the cry heén the amphitheatre. And nothing pleased thepjeeo
better unless it was to see saints of God smeaitbdpitch from head to foot and set on fire. Digyh
not call themselves the lights of the world? Su@reshe brutal pleasantries of the Romans. Here was
the backbone of saintly comfort—they would riseiagand share in the glory of their Lord forever!
Though they might find a living grave between anl#ojaws, they would not be destroyed—even the
body would live again—for Jesus lived again—even@nucified One in whom they trusted.

My brethren, my text is like a honeycomb drippinghwhoney. It has in it comfort for the ages to
come. There will be a living issue for these ddates. Do you see that train steaming along the iron
way? See, it plunges into a cavern in yonder il have now lost sight of it. Has it perished?dks
an angel’'s wing you fly to the top of the hill agdu look down on the other side. There it comes
steaming forth again from the tunnel, bearingiitgg freight to its destination. So, whenever \sre
the church of God apparently plunging into a cawardisaster or a grave of defeat, think not tihat t
spirit of the age has swallowed it up! Have faitfGod! His truth will be uppermost yet—

“The might with the right,

And the right with the might shall be—
And, come what there may

To stand in the way,

That day the world shall see.”

The opposition of men might have proved a dark idewhich the cause of God should have been
hopelessly buried. But in the resurrection of oord_we see a cavern turned into a tunnel and a way
pierced through death itself. “Who are you, O gmeauntain?” The Alps are pierced—God’s way is
made clear. He triumphs over all difficulties. “Tgkery of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesiall
see it together; for the mouth of the Lord has spak”

That is my close. | desire that you should feelunesction power. We have many technical
Christians who know thphrases of godliness but know not thgower of godliness. We have ritualistic
Christians who treasure the outward, but know hetgower. We have many moral religionists, but they
also know not the power. We are pestered with cathweal, regulation Christians. Oh, yes, no doubt
we are Christians. But we are not enthusiasts tifamanor even as this bigot. Such men have a name
live and are dead; they have a form of godlinesslbay the power of it. | beseech you, my heaisss,
not content with a truth of God till you feel therée of it. Do not praise the spiritual food setobe
you, but eat of it till you know its power to nosini Do not even talk of Jesus till you know His mow
to save! God grant that you may know the powetbs@fwvorld to come, for Jesus’ sake! Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.
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