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A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, JANUARY 23, 1887,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“And every oblation of your meat offering shall yoseason with salt; neither shall you suffer the saf the covenant
of your God to be lacking from your meat offeringrith all your offerings you shall offer salt.”
Leviticus 2:13.

IT is taken for granted that all true Israelitesuebbring many oblations and offerings of different
kinds to God. And so they did who were truly devand really grateful. | am sure that, if the Lomakh
set our hearts on fire with His own love, we alkalsbe frequently saying, “What shall | renderaint
the Lord for all His benefits toward me?” It wilelthe habit of the Christian, as it was the habthe
devout Israelite, to be continually bringing obdais to his God.

How is this to be done? There is the point. We haaed each of us to say with Paul, “Lord, what
will You have me to do?” and we may add anotherstjae, “How will You have me do it?” for will-
worship is not acceptable with God. If we bring3od what He does not ask, it will not be receiv/e.
must only present to Him that which He requiresi®fand we must present it to Him in His own way,
for He is a jealous God.

| call your attention to the fact that, in this seythe Lord three times expressly commands tHat wi
the meat offerings and all other offerings theyevier offer salt. Does the great God that made hreave
and earth talk about salt? Does He condescendctorainute details of His service as to enact that t
absence of a handful of salt shall render a saerifinacceptable, and the presence of it shall be-ab
lutely necessary to its being received by Him? They brethren, nothing in the service of God is tri
fling. A pinch of salt may seem to us exceedingtymportant, but before the Lord it may not be so. |
the service of God the alteration of an ordinanfc€lrrist may seem to be a pure matter of indiffeegn
and yet in that alteration there may be the takiwgy of the very vitals of the ordinance, and thtalt
destruction of its meaning. It is yours, and itrige, to keep to the letter of God’s word, as vesllto
the spirit of it, remembering that it is written ‘M/soever shall break one of these least commandment
and shall teach men so, he shall be called theiledise kingdom of heaven.” It is not for the samvto
say, “This order of my master is unimportant, amel dther is binding.” The servant’s duty is to iacall
things exactly as he is bidden. Since our Masteoikoly and so wise, it is impossible for us tpiave
upon His commandments. Yes, God enters into deitl His servants, and even makes orders about
salt.

If you will read the chapter through, you will ndteat other things were needed in connection with
the sacrifices of the Israelites. Their sacrifiegge of course imperfect. Even on the low groundcivh
they occupied as symbols and emblems they wereamaplete, for you read, in the first place, thayth
needed frankincense when they offered their saerih God, God did not smell sweet savor in thé bul
ock, or the ram, or the lamb, unless sweet spiare wdded. What does that teach us but that the bes
performances of our hands must not appear bef@dhtone without the merit of Christ mingled with
it? There must be that mixture of myrrh, and alees] cassia, with which the garments of our Praree
perfumed, to make our sacrifice to be a sweet stvtdre Most High. Take care in your sacrifices tha
you bring the sacred frankincense.
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Another thing that was enjoined constantly was thay should bring oil, and oil is ever the type of
the blessed Spirit of God. What is the use of aeerif there is no anointing in it? What is anaigti
but the Holy Spirit? What is prayer without the atimg that comes of the Holy Spirit? What is peais
unless the Spirit of God is in it to give it lifhat it may rise to heaven? That which goes to Godt
first come from God. We need the oil, we cannowdlthout it. Pray for me that | may have this oil in
the sacrifice of my ministry, as | pray for you thia all that you do for the Lord Jesus, your Jazi
may continually have the sacred oil with it.

Then came a third requisite, namely, salt. If yead the preceding verses, you will see that thd Lor
forbids them to present any honey. “No meat offgriwhich you shall bring unto the Lord, shall be
made with leaven: for you shall burn no leaven, amoy honey, in an offering of the Lord made by.fire
As for the oblation of the first fruits, you shalffer them unto the Lord: but they shall not berthion
the altar for a sweet savor.” Ripe fruits were fafllhoney, full of sweetness, and God does notfask
sweetness, He asks for salt. | shall notice thateago on farther. Not honey, but salt, must besddd
all the sacrifices which we present before thentivzod.

What is the meaning of all this? We may not prormeuany meaning of the types with certainty un-
less we have Scripture to direct us, but stillngsiur best judgment, we do, first of all, see thattext
explains itself. Observe “neither shall you sutfeg salt of the covenant of your Gimdbe lacking from
your meat offering.”

l. It appears, then, that salt was THE SYMBOL OF THEMENANT. When God made a covenant
with David, it is written, “The Lord gave the kingoh to David forever by a covenant of salt"—by
which was meant that it was an unchangeable, inpbhle covenant which would endure as salt makes
a thing to endure, so that it is not liable to pfytror corrupt. “The salt of the covenant” signsfithat
whenever you and | are bringing any offering to lthed, we must take care that we remember the cov-
enant. Standing at the altar with our gift, servidgd with our daily service, as | trust we are dgilet
us continually offer the salt of the covenant wath our sacrifices. Here is a man who is doing good
works in order to be saved. You are under the wamgnant, my friend, you are under the covenant of
works, and all that you will gain in that way isarse, for “Cursed is everyone that continues matli
things which are written in the book of the lawdim them.” “Therefore,” says the apostle, “as masy a
are of the works of the law are under the curseet &vay from that, and get to that other covenant
which has salt in it, namely, the covenant of grdloe new covenant of which Christ is the Head. We
must not come to God without the salt of faith inriGt, or our offerings will be a sort of antichrig
man who is trying to save himself is in oppositiorthe Savior. He that thinks of the merits of dwen
good works despises the merit of the finished wafrkChrist. He is offering to God that which has no
salt with it, and it cannot be received.

We want this salt of the covenant in all that we idahe first placeto preserve us from falling into
legality. He that serves God for wages forgets the word—e"gilft of God is eternal life.” It is not wage,
but gift, by which you are to live. If you forgetat you are under a covenant of pure grace, inlwhic
God gives to the unworthy, and saves those who hawdaim to any covenant blessing, you will get on
legal ground, and once on legal ground, God caaocept your sacrifice. With all your offerings you
shall offer the salt of the covenant of grace, Yest are guilty of legality in your offering.

The covenant is to be remembered a&hsd it may excite gratitudéVhenever | think of God enter-
ing into covenant that He will not depart from naed that | shall never depart from Him, my love to
Him overflows. Nothing constrains me to such atyivand such zeal in the cause of God, as a sénse 0
covenant love. Oh, the gratitude one feels for @herg which comes to us by the covenant of grace!
Remember the old Scottish wife, who thanked GodHerporridge, and then thanked Him that she had
a covenant right to the porridge, since He had, s&idrily, you shall be fed”? Oh, it makes life yer
sweet to take everything from the hands of a coveGad, and to see in every mercy a new pledge of
covenant faithfulness! It makes life happy, andl$o inspires a believer to do great things forgnes
cious God. Standing on covenant ground we feelemased to the noblest ends.
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This tendso awaken our devotion to Gowhen we remember that God has entered into covena
with us, then we do not do our work for Him in dd;achilly, dead way, neither do we perform it afte
nominal, formal sort, for we say, “I am one of Ge@dovenanted ones.” He has made with me an ever-
lasting covenant, ordered in all things and surerefore my very soul goes after Him, and this WHic
am about to do, though it is only to sing a hymmtoobow my knees in prayer, shall be done intgnsel
as by one who is in covenant with God, who is,dfare, bound to serve with all his heart, and vaith
his soul, and with all his strength. Covenantedisershould be the best of service. The covenanting
saints of old stopped not at death itself for Honwhom they were bound.

My time will not allow me to enlarge, but | do prthe people of God will always keep the covenant
in view. That covenant will claim the last accehibar tongues on earth. It shall employ the firstas
of our celestial songs. Where are you if you areaficovenant with God? You are under the curse of
the old covenant if you are not under the blessirtpe new, but if the Lord Jesus Christ has st8ork-
ty on your behalf, and made the covenant sure &) you will serve God with alacrity and delightdan
He will accept your service as a sweet savor aftern Christ Jesus. That is the first meaning ef th
text.

II. But, secondly, salt is THE TOKEN OF COMMUNION. Inet east, especially, it is the token of
fellowship. When an Oriental has once eaten a neaitshe will do him no harm.

Whenever you are attempting to serve God, take tbateyou do it in the spirit of fellowship with
God. Take care that you suffer not this salt tdalsking from your meat-offering. Offer it in fellahip
with God.

And this is a very important point, though | candetell upon it at any length. Beloved, we never
serve God rightly, joyfully, happily, if we get oat fellowship with Him. “His servants shall seri#m,
and they shall see His face.” There is no serving &cceptably unless you see His face. Once ydu fee
your love to God dying out, and the presence of Gitddrawn from you, you can live by faith, but you
cannot work with comfort. You must feel a sweeeridship with God, or else you will not so heartily
give yourself to God’s service as the saints of Goght to do. | want you to live always in the s=n$
God’s nearness to you. Live always in the delight@inviction that God loves you. Never be satistied
have a doubt about your being one with Christhat you are dear to the heart of God. You canmgy, Si
you cannot pray, you cannot teach a Sunday schasd,cyou cannot preach in a fit and proper style,
you lose this salt of communion. You may limp, lpat cannot run in the ways of God if your fellow-
ship is broken. “The joy of the Lord is your strémf Have plenty of this salt of fellowship to heap-
on every oblation.

Then, feel fellowship with God as to all His purpssDoes God wish to save souls? So do I. Did
Christ die to save souls? So would | live to sawnt. Can you say that? Does the Holy Spirit strive
against sin? So would | strive against sin. Fdaha. Endeavor to run on parallel lines with Gaslfar
as the creature can keep pace with the Creatonvbed you do so—when all your aims and designs are
the aims and designs of God—then, brother, youplalv, and you will sow, and you will reap with joy
and gladness of heart. There must be this fellgvalith God in His designs. This is the essentililafa
sacrifice.

| would have you especially have fellowship withd3a Christ Jesus. Does God love Jesus? So do
we. Does God desire the glory of His Son? So doDees God determine that His Son shall put down
all power, authority, and rule, and be King? We wash Him to reign over us, and over all mankind.
“Your Kingdom come” is our prayer, even as it isd2owill that the kingdoms of this world should be-
come the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.

Now, if you can always work in fellowship with Godhat a grand thing it will be! For lack of this,
many workers know not their position, and nevelizeaheir strength. We are laborers together with
God. If we are in our right state, we take a btickay it on the wall, and a divine hand has liftedt
brick. We use the trowel, and it is the great MaBiglder that grasps the tool. We wield the swanakl
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the Captain of the Lord’s host is strengtheningaun, and guiding our hand, that we may do vahlantl
in the day of battle. What an honor to have thedlworking with us and by us!

But oh, beloved, do not get out of fellowship wiod, and if you have done so, before you do an-
other stroke of work for Him, go and get into felhip with Him. If | was captain of the host, and |
saw that you were out of fellowship, and yet youevaarching to the battle, | would say, “Brothew, g
back.” When we bring our sacrifice, we are to leavdl we are reconciled to our brother, and much
more must we leave it till we have a sense of be#agnciled to God. | cannot go on serving Goddb|
not know that | am His child. | cannot go on praagtto you if | have any doubt of my own salvation.
At any rate, it would be very wretched work to mtea@f freedom while myself in chains. He preaches
best who is at liberty, and can in his own persinthe captives how Christ makes men free. Whan yo
know that you are in union with God, and when ybeart feels a blessed friendship to Him, then,it is
dear friends, that your oblation will come up adeefy before Him, and you can do your work as it
ought to be done before Him.

[Il. But I must get your minds to another point. Salths EMBLEM OF SINCERITY. “With all
your offerings you shall offer salt.” There mustdeintense sincerity about all we do towards God.

| bade you note that you were not allowed to prekeney before the Lord. | really wish that some
of our brethren who are over-done with honey wowtice that. There is a kind of molasses godliness
which | can never stomach. It is always, “Dear thésd “Dear that,” and “Dear the other” and “This
dear man,” and “That dear woman.” There is alsond lbf honey-drop talk in which a person never
speaks the plain truth. He speaks as familiarlif he knew all about you, and would lay down hfe li
for you, though he has never set eyes on you hefoiek would not give you a halfpenny to save your
life. These people avoid rebuking sin, for thatuskind.” They avoid denouncing error, they sayhi§
dear brother’s views differ slightly from mine.” ®dan says that black is white, and | say thatritosso.
But it is not kind to say, “It is not so.” You shdusay, “Perhaps you are right, dear brother, thoug
hardly think so.” In this style some men think tloatr sacrifice is to be offered. If they hear ansam
that cuts at the roots of sin, and deals honestly &rror, they say, “That man is very narrow-midde
Well, | have been so accustomed to be called & bigtd | by no means deny the charge. | feel nodnor
because of the accusation. To tell a man thate ijbes on in his sin, he will be lost forever, and
preach to him the hell which God denounces agairessimpenitent, is no unkindness. It is the truest
kindness to deal honestly with men. If the surgkoows very well that a person has a disease about
him that requires the knife, and he only saysis‘lt mere trifle: | dare say that with a little nede and
a pill or two we may cure you,” a simpleton may,sd¥hat a dear kind man!” But a wise man judges
otherwise. He is not kind, for he is a liar. Ifsiead of that, he says “My dear friend, | am venyys but
| must tell you that this mischief must be taken oy the roots, and painful as the operation ised
you to summon courage to undergo it, for it mustbee if your life is to be saved.” That is a very
pleasant kind of person, and a very narrow-mindetlagoted person, but he is the man for us. He use
salt, and God accepts him, the other man uses handyGod will have nothing to do with him. When
honey comes to the fire, it turns sour. All thietended sweetness, when it comes to the test, gaums
there is no real love in it. But the salt, whictsigarp, and when it gets into the wound makesgfii
nevertheless does sound service.

Whenever you come before God with your sacrificiesnot come with the pretence of a love you
do not feel, or with the beautiful nonsense of hypes, but come before the Lord in real, sobemest
truth. If you are wrong and feel it, say so, and with it, and if God has made you right throughs Hi
Spirit, do not deny it, lest you be denying the kvof the Holy Spirit, and so dishonor Him.

What is meant is that in all our sacrifices we dughbring our hearts with us. If we sing, let ursgs
heartily as unto the Lord, not with our voices qridyt with our very souls. If we preach, let usgute
with all our might; we have such precious trutthtndle that it ought not to be dealt with in alitvg
manner. If we try to win a soul, let us throw ounole strength into the work. Though we would not
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scheme, like the Pharisees, to make a proselyteiteect, yet let us compass sea and land to aring
man to Christ, for such we should do.

And when we bring our heart, and throw it intensalp the service of God, which is one form of
the salt, let us take care that all we do is sty performed, not done with the external handjps,
or eyes, but done with the soul, with the innernteesdrt of our being. Otherwise it will be mere figes
and without salt it will be viewed as corrupt, aegected at God’s altar.

When you attempt to pray, and rise from your krfeeting that you have not prayed, then do not
leave the mercy seat, but pray till you pray. Wien are singing a hymn, and do not feel quite metu
for singing, sing yourself into tune. Do not leaue ordinance till you have tasted the salt of trdi-
nance. | admire that resolution of John Bradforel itinartyr. He said that he made a rule that he never
ceased from a holy engagement till he had entenedthe spirit of it. Too often we treat these gsn
lightly. There is no soul in them, and yet we aaéissied with them. We eat our unsavory devotions
without salt, but the Lord rejects them. We havd hdew minutes in prayer in the morning, and per-
haps just a few weary minutes at midnight, we hawvethrough a chapter, or perhaps we have taught a
class on the Sabbath afternoon, and taught it petduly, without any life, and yet we have beem-co
tent, or we have preached, but it has been a nagregsof words, there has been no life or vigoitin
Oh, do not so! Bring not to God your unsalted $mes, but let the salt of sincerity savor allisltbetter
to say, “I did not pray” than it is to say, “I dmtay,” and yet only to have gone through a fornis bhet-
ter to have to confess, “I did not sing,” than atidw the tune when your heart is not in it. Youhzet-
ter leave off the external form than keep it upatir soul is not in it, lest you be found to mohk Most
High God. Pile on the salt! Let it season the wiadlgour sacrifice through and through. Be sindege
fore the heart-searching God.

IV. Lastly, saltis THE TYPE OF PURIFYING POWER, andwall our sacrifices we have need to
bring a great deal of this salt. The salt eats theomeat, it drives away corruption; it preserie§Ve
require a deal of this. Brethren, if we come befGa with holy things while we are living in singw
need not deceive ourselves, we shall not be aatelptinere is any man, of whom it can be said tieat
is a saint abroad and a devil at home, God willveste him at what he is at home, and not at whas he
abroad. He may lay the sacrifice upon the altar ifdtiis brought there with foul hands, and arhaly
heart, God will have nothing to do with it. “Withbholiness no man shall see the Lord,” and cesainl
without holiness can no man serve the Lord. We haweimperfections, but known and willful sin
God'’s people will not indulge. From this God kedipsm. As soon as they know a thing to be sin, and
their attention is called to it, that which theywhacommitted in inadvertence causes them griefsand
row of heart, and they flee from it with all theouls. But do not be deceived. You may be a grest m
in the church of God, and hold office there, andreke a leader, but if you lead an unholy lifethresi
you nor your sacrifice can ever be accepted bymbst High. God abhors that His priests should serve
Him with unwashed hands and feet. “Be you cleanhhbar the vessels of the Lord.” | constantly pheac
to you free, rich, and sovereign grace, withoutdlightest condition, and | preach the same attiims,
but remember that the grace of God brings sanatiin with it, and that the gift of God is delivace
from sin, and that, if we abide in sin, and remaiit, we cannot be the children of God. We mustrd
friends, bring with all our oblations that saltanrselves which shall purify our hearts from inwaoi-
ruption, and which shall have a power about ituafg others. Know you not that the saints areshg
of the earth? And if we are salt to others, we niaste salt in ourselves. How can we conquer sin in
others if sin is unconquered in ourselves? Howwargive a light we have never seen? How can we
have seed as sowers if we have never had breaateas®You know what the woman said concerning
the well—“Father Jacob,” she said, “gave us thd,vaeld drank thereof himself.You cannot give oth-
er people wells if you do not drink thereof youfs&ou cannot benefit a man by grace if you are not
first benefited by grace yourself. Can anything eoont of a man that is not in him? There must be a
holy, sanctifying power about the child of God; nmakhim to be as salt, or else he cannot act upen t
putrid masses round him, as the salt ought to do.
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With all your oblations, then, bring this salt. Gge it to us! Let us cry to Him for it. | do bkes
God for this church that God has made you a powehe neighborhood—that God is making you a
power all over this country. Those hundreds of stans who came up this week, whom we have edu-
cated here, and whom all of you have helped to &duare not these a purifying salt? Our brethsen b
thousands are scattered all over the world. Noeakwpasses without some of our number going far
away, and | always say, “Yes, go, dear brethreft.shauld not remain in the box. It ought to betsca
tered all over the meat. Wherever you go, mind ybatare salt, so that people do not say, ‘Isdhis of
the Tabernacle people? He is a poor, lukewarm wredt Do not have it so, but do, now that God
blesses you so largely, take care that the sait you all. “I have no greater joy than to heartthey
children walk in truth,” and | have no greater sarrthan this—that there are some among you who are
no credit to your profession. There are some anyamougwho do not live even as well as the world ex-
pects you to live. | mean not only poor ones, it bnes among us are a dishonor to us. There are a
few of all degrees among us who are not spiritualigded, but are worldly and carnal; they come to
this place, and sit among us, with their facesddrntowards heaven, while they themselves are ghimg
way of the ungodly. They know what | mean whilgoéak it. God grant that they may bear the rebuke,
and repent, and turn to the Lord! They are looking way and rowing another—trying to be the people
of God, if they can, and yet at the same time gais common sinners act. The Lord bless you, bd|ove
by making you all holy! And if you will not be halynay He take that great fan into His hand, anavblo
the chaff away! If it cannot be that this shallebpure heap lying upon His floor to His honor akatyg
then may He still continue that great purgationalihis always going on in every church where He is
really present! Brethrenye must be holywe must be holy, or else cease to be what weGaé.bring
us to this—that with every oblation we may offerghuhandfuls of salt! May we ever be accepted in
Christ, accepted with our sweet savor; holy, aaaptto God, because His Spirit has made us hody, a
keeps us right before Him. The Lord bless you eweemAmen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—EPHESIANS 4.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—386, 623, 435.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON

DEAR FRIENDS—The severe weather in England hasdeduhe officers of the church at the Tabernacleeisuade
me to remain in this sheltered spot for anotherkwéevas reluctant to do this, but, at length, ifiegimyself very weak, |
judged it to be the best economy to take the funthst. The little meditation at the Lord’s Tabléhich is here given, will be
followed by a similar one next week, and after thiabpe to deliver the word from my own pulpit. Aga beg my readers’
prayers that | may return strong for service, atairfor high enterprise. With kindest regards ® tihousands of my breth-
ren.
Yours to serve,
Mentone, January 15, 1887.
C. H. Spurgeon

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .

By the grace of God, for all 63 volumes of
C. H. Spurgeon sermons in Modern English,
and 574 _Spanish translations, visit:
WWW.Spurgeongems.org
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