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“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the lss of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifi¢s the
purifying of the flesh: how much more shall thedd of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offed
Himself without spot to God, purge your conscierfcem dead works to serve the living God?”
Hebrews 9:13, 14.

SOME of you may remember that six years ago | fpreddrom this text, principally dwelling upon
the type of the red heif¢rThe Red Heifer,” No. 1481, Vol. 25]We then tried to show how in these ashes of
the heifer, laid by in store and applied to theleac with water, God gave to His people in the amid
ness a purification of the flesh whenever they tefiled themselves by touching any dead thing. This
was the great instrument by which they were dedisdldrom a ceremonial quarantine under which they
were kept apart till they had been purified. | aat going to enlarge upon that type today. | fellewh
preaching upon it that | had not reserved due sfuadée latter and more important part of the téxts
my purpose to make amends this morning. May wedheel by the Spirit of God to yield our earnest
attention to the deeply important subject now befas. The red cow may roam out of notice, and the
Christ of God shall alone be seen.

“To serve the living God” is necessary to the hapgs of a living man, for this end were we made,
and we miss the design of our making if we do rootdn our Maker. “Man’s chief end is to glorify God,
and enjoy Him forever.” If we miss that end we atgselves terrible losers. The service of God & th
element in which alone we can fully live. If youdha fish here upon dry land, supposing it possiide
it could exist, yet it would lead a very unhapge lit would scarcely be a fish at all! You couldt nell
of what it was capable; it would be deprived of tpgportunity of developing its true self. It is neotil
you put it into the stream that the fish becomedlyea fish and enjoys its existence. It is justvath
man, he does exist without God, but we may notwento call that existence “life,” for “He shall ho
see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.”dfllves in pleasure, yet he is dead while he litsis
so constituted that to develop his manhood peyfea God would have it to be, he must addict hiinse
to fellowship with God, and to the service of Gdany ways have been tried by men to make them-
selves perfectly content, but they cannot findséattion out of God. When a man gets to serve God,
and in proportion as he thoroughly, does so, Ipe&ceful, restful, and happy. Man is a fallen slane
is right with heaven; he is out of order with hitisend all around him till he occupies his trueqaan
relation to God. When he serves God, he has redabtla¢goint where he does serves himself best, and
enjoys himself most. It is man’s honor, it is maj@g, and it is man’s heaven, to live unto God.

God'’s idea of what a nation should be was sehfortthe camp in the wilderness. If God’s com-
mand had been fully carried out, the desert woaldehexhibited a scene of highest blessedness. We
would have seen a holy people surrounding the aleabrode of the Holy God, a people, every one of
whom was a servant of God and a priest for His hiprsa people whose ordinary everyday life was
sanctified by the presence of God, a people whioadawv by day was God in the cloud, and whose light
by night was God in the pillar of fire, a peoplewbom God was leader, for whom God was the van-
guard, and for whom God brought up the rear, a lpe@po lived upon the bread of heaven, a people
who drank of water which leaped by divine powendrthe rock, a people having God to be their glory
and their defense. Happy had they been if theydchalve carried out the divine ideal, it would have
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been well with them in the highest degree. Alaséylwere always seeking to be as the evil nations
around them, they could not rest till they had deged to the level of the common mass of mankind,
but if they could have risen to God’s intent, satttihe divine purpose of love had been fully caroat

in them, they would have been the happiest ofhallsons of men. We ourselves, as a church, if we ca
fulfill the type, if we live with God in the midsif us, if He is our dwelling place throughout adingra-
tions, if we fetch our supplies from Him, if we nmeownly at His bidding, if we intensely love Him, we
shall be a people to be envied by all who know us.

But, alas! A great difficulty comes in the waydamf that | am going to speak this morning, in orde
to the removal of it. Our text very plainly poingsit the sad hindrancen the way of our service, we
need that our conscience be purged from dead worlkadse we cannot serve the living God. Secondly,
our text leads us to considie true purgationfrom this evil, if the blood of bulls and of gogiarged
the flesh of men so that they could draw near ®isible tabernacle of God, much more shall the
blood of Christ purge our conscience from all saititual defilement which prevents our heart-wagosh
of God. When these two things are spoken of | sisklyou, in the last place, if time does not digil to
considerthe kind of servicavhich we ought to render if we have been cleansesuich a costly purifi-
cation, and purged from all conscience of dead wo@h, living Spirit, help us now to think living
thoughts, and so to carry on the worship of thed\vGod while we are hearing Your word!

|. First, then, let us briefly consider THE SAD HINDREE WHICH LIES IN THE WAY OF
THE SERVICE OF GOD. In the camp in the wilderndss law was that if a man touched a dead body
he was made unclean by that touch, no, if he aelgped upon a dead bone in his daily walks, he was
polluted by his accidental contact with death.nf gerson died in his tent all the family and thatt
itself became at once defiled, and they must uredptggation before the inhabitants could mingléhwit
the rest of the congregation, much less could gtoupe holy place of assembly. My brethren, we are
all under the ban by coming into contact with ¢pai death. The apostle does not say, purge yaw co
science fromevil works, because he wanted to turn our minds toythe of defilement by death, and
therefore he said, “Dead works.” | think he hadughfer motive, for he was not altogether indicating
willful transgressions of the law, but those actsch are faulty because they are not performedas t
result of spiritual life. | see a difference betwesnful works and dead works which we may perhHagps
able to bring into light as we go on. Suffice itday, for the moment, that sin is the corruptioncivh
follows necessarily upon spiritual death. Firsg Work is dead, and soon it rots into actual sin.

Upon our consciences there rests, first ofaaiense of past sikven if a man wishes to serve God,
yet until his conscience is purged, he feels adlees terror of God which prevent his doing so.hde
sinned, and God is just, and therefore he is ieste. The law is not to be trifled with, it is seno the
world armed with terrible sanctions, and the comsce when awakened makes us know that we cannot
sin with impunity. “God is angry with the wickedey day; if he turns not, He will whet His sworde H
has bent His bow, and made it ready,” and the sjrkm®wing this, asks, “How can | serve this tdeib
God?” He is alarmed when he thinks of the Judgalldhe earth, for it is before that Judge thalhié
soon have to take his trial. He is as a man innshaeserved unto the hour of terrible executiow a
how can we serve this dreadful God? We trembléénpresence of an angry God, for that anger threat-
ens us with destruction. Sin, like a dark cloudkdas our spirit, and shuts us out from joy. linpos-
sible for any man to rightly serve God with a liginoving worship while he is conscious of guilt.
Hence, Brethren, we need the atoning sacrificelofs€to purge the conscience, for the Lord wilt no
be served by convicted criminals, neither can comB rebels wish to serve Him. He cannot look upon
the rebellious with any pleasure till their iniquis put away and their sin is covered. You seen tithat
the first hindrance to holy service is our sensguwlt, and from this, we must be wholly deliveredk
must receive a new consciousness, a conscioushgssfect pardon and complete reconciliation, or
else we cannot serve the living God.

On the back of this comes the consciousnesswbaturselves are sinfuind inclined to evil. We
say, and say rightly, “Who shall bring a clean thout of an unclean? Not one.” How can we whose
will is obstinate, whose judgment is darkened, vehaections are depraved, whose desires aretselfis
whose thoughts are evil, how can we stand in teegmce of Him before whom angels veil their faces
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as they cry, “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty"®len, who know that they are forgiven, yet, nev-
ertheless are seized with trembling in the presefhtiee divine purity. They cry, “Woe is me, foam a

man of unclean lips!” How shall we bear the vessdlthe Lord if we are not clean? And we are not
clean by nature. “Who shall ascend into the hiltr&f Lord? Or who shall stand in His Holy Place? W
feel that we have not that perfect purity of heartl cleanness of hands which would fit us for tbly h
place, nor can we ever be saved from this feaassio take up our heavenly priesthood and serve God
till the precious blood of Christ shall be appliedhe conscience, nor until we feel that in Chnistare
accounted righteous. Happy are we if we are beleewvelesus, for He has washed us and we are clean
every whit. Even our feet, though travel-stained@, @ow made clean, because He has taken the ewer
and the basin and has washed our feet, and hasosagl “You are clean.” We may now enter into the
most holy place without the slightest fear, sifoe Great High Priest of our profession has Himgeaif
rified us. We are accepted in the Beloved, “Chsishade of God unto us righteousness.”

But, besides this consciousness of sin and siesslnwe are consciousaimeasure of deficient life
About us there is a body of death. Dead works laeetliings we most require to be purged from. Dead
works need not be in themselves works of willful. As the renowned Dr. John Owen has said, there
were many things that the Jews would have to datathe dead which could not be censured, but, on
the contrary, were to be praised, and yet, evesetlaets brought ceremonial defilement. A person is
dead, someone must lay out the corpse, someoneamagtit for the funeral, someone must lift itant
the coffin, someone must dig the grave, and copehea poor clay with its fellow clay, these lasticds
must be attended to, yet they defiled all who pentd them. Although they were works of humanity
and of necessity, yet, according to the law, albwterformed them were thereby rendered unclean.
Without going into what the world calls actual spou and | may come into contact with spiritual thea
no, we carry death about us, from which we daijytorbe delivered. For instance, in prayer, ouyera
in its form and fashion may be right enough, but iacks earnestness and persistence, it will deaal
work. A sermon may be orthodox and correct, biitif devoid of that holy passion, that divine imap
tion, without which sermons are but mere harangiiésa dead work. Alms given to the poor are good
as a work of humanity, but it will be only a deadriwif a desire to be seen of men is found at tbte b
tom of it. Like the almsgiving of the Phariseewitl be a mockery of God. Without a spiritual magjv
the best work is dead. | confess that | never appefare you without a fear that my preaching mayb
dead work among you. It must be so, as it coman free; its life must depend upon the spiritual power
with which the Lord clothes it. Do you not thinkathvery much of common Christian conversation is
dead, or very near to it? You stand and sing, but yearts do not sing; you bow your heads in praye
but you are not praying; you read the Scripture,itos not inspired to you, so as to breathe s dife
into you. Even our meditations and thoughts aboad’&Swork may be mere intellectual exercises, and
so may be devoid of that power which alone can ntlagm living works, fit for the service of the Ing
God. Beloved friends, we want the precious bloodCbfist to purge our consciences from this death
and its working, and to lift us into holy and healdife. God is not the God of the dead, but o tiv-
ing. God accepts not the dead sacrifice, but thedisacrifice. Even of old there were no fish presd
on His altar, because they could not come thexe alhe victim must be brought alive to the horhs o
the altar, or God could not receive it. We mustlmmatg our dead faith or our dead words as an ioifer
to God, our prayers without emotion, our praisetheut gratitude, our testimonies without sincerity,
our gifts without love—all these will be dead, atwhsequently unacceptable. We must present a living
sacrifice to the living God, or we cannot hope &dzcepted, and for this reason we greatly need the
blood of Christ to purge our conscience from deadka.

Do you not sometimes fear concerning your senvilsasthey have been altogether dead? When we
are lukewarm we hold the golden cup to our God,Heitreceives it not when our service is dead and
chill. Indeed, He says of us when we are lukewdrmwijll spue you out of My mouth.” The Lord cannot
endure a worship which is half dead. All worshipsinbe presented at blood heat; the warmth of life
must be there. Do you not fear that even when,\abde, it is alive, large parts of our service nieey
dead? Even in the living body of our prayers magreémot be a dead bone? Even in the living body of
our praise may there not be mortification in pa@s#l help us. What poor creatures we are! Is theee
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good thing about us? Are we not imperfect in owgtlo®ings? Are not the sins of our holy thingsiglgr
before our consciences this day? Unless we areegwfjtherefrom by the blood of Christ, who offered
up Himself without spot to God, how can we servs tiving God, and be as priests and kings unto
Him?

Once more, | told you that the Israelites werelegfby even touching a dead bone, and this teaches
us the easiness of being polluted. We have to dotoeontact with eviin our daily dealings with un-
godly men. Can we think of them, can we speak ¢onthcan we trade with them, without incurring de-
filement? Even if we grow indignant with evil prexets, may there not be sin in our indignation? And
when we reprove the custom of the trade, may wdeobme Pharisees in that very act? We are seldom
exactly right, in avoiding one sin we drop into #rey, we flee from the lion, and a bear meets as. T
keep the middle path of perfect holiness how dittic

No, I go further, do we, as Christian men and womashed by Christ, ever associate with one an-
other without a measure of defilement? Can we roggtther at our homes and feel, when we separate,
that everything we have said was seasoned withasaltministered to edification? Is there not some
taint about our purest friends, and does not theh@f that corruption which still remains, evertlie
regenerate, tend to defile us? Can we walk thraugth a morgue as this world without being defiled
even unconsciously? Remember, under the Jewishhihawnan who was defiled and knew it not was
still under penalty, and when he did discover & was made to bring his sacrifice. He needed thedol
of bulls and of goats and the ashes of a heifen éoehis sin of ignorance. If we have heard ari evi
thing, or read an evil thing, it has probably lefime stain upon us though we perceive it not. Adl t
more surely it may be so because we do not st® that may but prove that the judgment has been d
praved and the heart infected. The water of patioen and the blood of atonement are needed day by
day. Without these we cannot hope to minister leefioe Lord our God with acceptance.

II. Now, | want to show, in the second place, WHAT ISETTRUE PURGATION FROM THIS
EVIL. Under the law there were several methodsuwffigation, but the apostle was not of a mind, on
this occasion, to speak particularly of any ong¢heim, and therefore he summed them all up in these
words, “The blood of bulls and of goats, and theeasof a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctiftethe
purifying of the flesh.” These things did purifyetlilesh, so that the man who had formerly contchcte
impurity might mix with his fellow men in the corggation of the Lord. Now, if these matters were so
effectual for the purifying of the flesh, well do#®e apostle ask, “How much more shall the blood of
Christ purge our conscience from dead works?” Wingsche say, “How much more?”

First, because it isore truly purifying;there was not really and truly anything of puation about
the blood of bulls and of goats. Speaking verydilg, the blood of bulls and of goats might defde
person. Falling upon any man it splattered his gatsy Who cared to have a smear of blood upon his
brow, or on his hands? It was not in itself a thilhgt could actually purify. All the prescribed pita-
tions were types and shadows of the true proptiafior sin. Now, when the Lord Jesus Christ took up
on Himself our human nature, and lived a life off@etion, and then made an offering of Himself in
death, as the Just for the unjust, then there waalaacrifice made unto the Most High God. When t
Lord Jesus gave His body, soul, and spirit, wherHlis entire nature He made Himself a sacrifice for
sin, “being made a curse for us: for it is writt€yrsed is everyone that hangs on a tree,” thehah
deed there was a real atonement made, a true fautiued expiation was offered. Therefore James,says
“How much more?” If the shadow cleansed the fléghw much more shall the substance cleanse the
spirit?

Moreover, our Lord Christ offereal much greater sacrificeNVhy does the text here show the term
“Christ™? The apostle Paul uses the name of our Lord withsiderable variety; it is sometimes
“Christ,” sometimes “Jesus,” sometimes “our Loréuke” sometimes “our Lord Jesus Christ,” some-
times “Christ Jesus.” But there is a reason forube of each name wherever it occurs. It wouldrbe a
instructive study for you to try to find out why such a place our Lord is called “Christ,” and -
sus,” or “Jesus” and not “Christ.” In this passaige name used is “Christ.” One reason why the pre-
cious blood has such power to put away sin is s#us the blood of Christ, that is, of God’s Amte
ed, God’s Messiah, the Sent One of the Most Higlr. ldrd came not as an amateur, but He came with
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a commission, He came with an appointment and &ngifrom the Holy One. If, therefore, the Lord
Jesus Christ is offered as a sacrifice for us,dHppointed to that end by God Himself, and theeclte
must be accepted of God. There is no will worslHupua Christ. He says, “Lo, | come to do Your will”;
He did not come to do His own will, but the will Bim who sent Him, hence there is a peculiar purify
ing power about all that He did, because He das iChrist, the anointed of God.

Notice, it is not put concerning Christ that Hie lis purifying, though it had a wonderful relatio
thereto, nor is it said that His prayers are purdy albeit everything is ascribable unto the ioésision
of our risen Lord, nor is it said that His resuti@c is purifying, but the whole stress is laid ngithe
bloodof Christ,” signifying thereby deatldeath with pain, death as a victim, death withrexiee to sin.
“The blood is the life thereof,” and “without shedg of blood there is no remission.” It is by thedd
of Christ that you and | have our consciences pufgem dead works. Rejoice in Christ in glory, but
put your trust in Christ crucified. Look with lomgy hope to His second coming, but for your puriica
tion rest upon His first coming. See in His agony &lis death your joy and life. It is the bloodGfirist
that alone can make you fit to serve the living ttmd God.

Note what it was that Christ offered, and be she¢ you lay great stress upon it. “How much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the etei®pirit offeredHimself?” What a splendid word that is!
Did He offer His blood? Yes, but He offered “HinfseDid He offer His life? Yes, but He especially
offered“Himself.” Now, what is “Christ”? The “anointed of God.” IndHwondrous complex nature He
is God and man. He is prophet, priest, and Kingig4ebut time would fail me to tell you what He is,
but whatever He is He offered Himself. The entitei§& was offered by Christ. “He offered Himself!”
You cannot put it so strongly by the use of anyeothord. “He His own self bore our sins in His own
body on the tree.” “Christ loved the church, andegBlimself for it,” not His life on earth, not Hige in
heaven, nor His abilities and His thoughts andwhbsks, butHimselfHe gave. This is the alabaster box
which was broken, the precious ointment of whiclkslperfume both earth and heaven, and makes the
saints sweet unto the Lord their God, who smellsnuinem a sweet savor of rest in the offering up of
Christ. He offered “Himself"! Dwell much upon thabrd.

It is said in our text that this offering of Hinmibeas “without spot.” The sacrificial act by which He
presented Himself was a faultless one, without.Splaére was nothing in what Christ was Himself, and
nothing in the way in which He offered Himself, tltauld be objected to of God, it was “without spot
Now you see, brethren, why it is that it has sughfying power for us. God sent the Christ, thisriGh
offered up Himself, and He offered Himself with@mot, and so we for whom this wondrous Christ was
sent, for whom He made this matchless offering,wbom He made that offering without spot, we, |
say, are accepted in the Beloved made perfectdrpelifection.

Further, it is added that He did tHisy the eternal Spirit.” This does not refer to the Holy Spirit,
otherwise the apostle would have said “by the Hefyrit.” It says, “By the eternal Spirit,” and the
meaning is this, that His eternal Godhead gaveisooHering of Himself an extreme value which oth-
erwise could not have been attached to it. He bypthwer of His Godhead offered up Himself without
spot.

Observe, then, the sacrifice was a spiritual a1 must never look at Christ’s sacrifice in a @rn
way, as though the mere drops of literal bloodh asaterial substance, could have virtue in thenther
purging of sin. Do not know Christ after the fleble, no longer children, but understand spirituadgs.

It is true that our Lord had a material body andrned forth material blood, but the essence of Hgis

fice lay in His will, intent, motive, and spirit. dnce heard a dissertation upon what became oé thos
drops of blood which fell to the ground on Calvaapd | felt that it was foolish talk. By the blood
Christ we mean His suffering unto death, the obemievhich made Him yield His life, and especially
the will of His soul to suffer, and the object oishnind in suffering. When the bullock was broughpt

its blood was poured out, but the bullock couldlm®t sacrifice in spirit, the bullock had no irten to

die and no understanding of the reason of its deléhbullock was not willing to die, and therefdre
presented no sacrifice by the spirit. But Christwrnwhat He was, and why He was there, and why He
must die, and He gave His willing assent theret®.edtered with His whole heart into the substitutio
which involved obedience unto death. “For the jogttwas set before Him He endured the cross.” It
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was by His spirit that He offered up a true and saarifice, for He says, “I delight to do Your WiD
My God; yes, Your law is within My heart.”

But then you must not forget that this spirit vaeene—"by the eternal Spirit.” The spirit of Chtis
was an eternal spirit, for it was the Godhead. &@heas conjoined with His deity the natural life aof
perfect man, but the eternal spirit was His higise#t His Godhead willed that He should die, aod-c
curred in the death of the manhood, so that bytbmal spirit He offered Himself. The blood whidl
shed was the blood of God, for thus we read, “RbedChurch of God, which He has purchased with
His own blood.” Of course “blood” as a physical,terél thing cannot be the blood of God, but view-
ing it as what it means—Hlis suffering, His grieishilvoes—these were consented to by the divinetspiri
of Christ, and so by the eternal spirit He offerithself to God. Because He is the Second Perstimeof
adorable Trinity in unity, the suffering and deafiHis humanity had in them a potency of purgatign
which He cleanses our conscience from dead worksrtge the living God. Brethren, | never feel itcha
to trust my sinful soul with the great sacrificeGlfrist, | feel, on the contrary, that if | had ydlur souls
within my body and all your sins heaped upon mel, alhthe sins of all the redeemed blackening my
conscience, | could now readily trust to that dévsacrifice for the taking away of all that guili¥hat
limit can you set to the merit of one who by thereal spirit offered up Himself? What bound carr¢he
be to a sacrifice divine? You can no more set & bionour Lord’s sacrifice than to Godhead itself.

Once more, | must call to your notice the usehat tvord “eternal”—*who by the eternal Spirit’—
for it gives to the offering of Christ an endlessue. It can never cease to operate, for He offaped
Himself by the “Eternal Spirit.” There is as mualrging power in the death of our Lord today ashi t
hour when for the first time He appeared in thespnee of God for us. The blood of the bullock was a
temporary thing; the “ashes of a heifer” could last forever, but the merits of Christ are the mseof
one who lives forever. His merits ever abide, fueyt are the merits of an Eternal Person, who by His
own Spirit offered Himself up as a sacrifice fan.si

Now, all this tends to make us feel how clean taeywho are purged by this sacrifice which our
Lord offered once for all to God. Need | call yaaftention to the fact that He offered Himséb
God"? Yes, | must, for of late some have blasphemousig that the sacrifice was made to the devil.
To mention such profanity is to condemn it.

Once more upon this point, as | have shown youth®asacrifice of Christ was more real and great-
er, so | want you to notice thatwas better appliedfor the ashes of a heifer mixed with water were
sprinkled on the bodies of the unclean, the bldoutls and of goats was sprinkled upon the fldslt,
neither of them could reach the heart. It is nasdde for a material thing to touch that whichnigna-
terial, but the sufferings of Christ, as | havelaekged them, offered up through His Eternal Spwigre
not only of a corporeal but of a spiritual kinddahey reach, therefore, to the cleansing of ouritsp

That precious blood comes home to us in this West, we understand somewhat of it. The Israelite,
when he was purged by the ashes of the red covd omly say to himself, “I am made clean by these
ashes, because God has appointed that | shalubedb not know why.” But you and | can say tha w
are made clean through the blood of Christ, bectese is in that blood an inherent efficacy, therm
the vicarious suffering of Christ on our behalfiaherent power to honor the law of God, and to put
away sin. Because we can somewhat understandeesohg given us in Christ, it has a greater power
upon our conscience, and the better preparessesye God.

Then again, we appreciate and approve of thisafayeansing, the Israelite could not tell why the
ashes of a red heifer purified him, he did not cbje it, but he could not express any great apatiet
of the method. We, as we see our Lord sufferingunstead, fall at His feet in reverent wonder. We
love the method of salvation by substitution, werape of expiation by the Mediator. No truth charms
my own spirit like the truth of atonement by vi@ars suffering, that suffering presented togethéh wi
His death by our Lord Jesus Christ. | feel my carse is quieted by every drop of that blood, the
method of federal headship commends itself to nseglrighteousness and grace commingled in it, and
thus | am helped to serve the living God.

Further, brethren, it comes home to us this wayread in the word of God that “He that believes in
Him has everlasting life,” and we say to ourselV&ben we have everlasting life, for we have bedv
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in Him.” We read, “The blood of Jesus Christ HisnSdeanses us from all sin,” and our conscience
whispers, “We are cleansed from all sin.” Consagefiieds rest and peace, and our whole consciousness
becomes that of a forgiven and accepted persoh, wliom God is well pleased. Our conscience, in-
stead of condemning us, perceives the justice @fwthy by which we are absolved, and leads up our
peace of heart into full assurance of faith. So yee, brethren, that what the blood of bulls angoaits
could not do, the blood of Christ has done, it passed beyond the flesh, which, indeed, it hasrneve
touched in our case, and it has sanctified thethaad calmed the spirit, thus preparing us toed¢ne
Lord. The blood of Christ has purified us to thatee, it has purged the core of the heart, it heansed

our spirit, our mind, our memory, our thought, cutellect, our affections, and we are clean, areteth

fore we are conformed to exercise a holy priestHzefdre the living God.

lIl. This brings me to my last head, which is this; cd&isTHE KIND OF SERVICE WHICH WE
NOW RENDER. After so much preparing, how shall ve&dve ourselves in the house of God?

| am not speaking to you who have never been pluhgen dead works by the application of the
precious blood of Christ, for you cannot serve Gam) are forbidden to come into His presence, or to
stand among His saints. You are in quarantine, egdepers put forth from the camp. Go home and set
a red cross upon your door, and write over it, Lbave mercy upon us.” That would best befit your
unclean condition. As Joshua said to Israel, ewvesay | unto you, “You cannot serve the Lord: fa&r H
is a holy God; He is a jealous God.” You must bmlkagain before you can be acceptable unto Him, for
as you are, an infection is upon all your doings] gou may not hope that He will accept anything at
your hands.

But to you who have had that blood applied to yoanscience by the Spirit of God, to you | speak.
You should present unto the Lord the constant wprshliving men. You see it is written, “Purge you
conscience from dead works to serve the living G¥du are not at this day likely to die in order to
prove your love to God, but if you are ever caltedt, you must be prepared to lose your lives for
Christ’s sake. But what you have to do is to “pres@ur bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptalteo
God.” Now a living sacrifice is much more difficudf presentation than a slain one. | believe tlaeee
thousands of men who could go to the stake andodiggy their necks on the block to perish with a
stroke for Christ, who nevertheless find it hardkvim live a holy, consecrated life. The act of ane-
ment, however painful, must be much easier thansiwvice which is to run through a series of years
until life itself shall close. But if the Lord Jesgave Himself for you, will you not give yoursedvior
Him? If He died for you by His eternal spirit, wilbu not live for Him by that new spirit with whidhe
has quickened you? Are you not under bonds to 9émw@ From this time forth, you should not have a
pulse that does not beat to His praise, or a haiyaur head that is unconsecrated to His hameanor
single moment of your time which is not used fos Iglory. Yes, brothers, sisters, it must be adiigl
sacrifice that we now present unto Him that livee¥er.

Should not our service be rendered in the fubrgith of our new life? Let us have no more dead
works, no more dead singing, no more dead prayingnore dead preaching, no more dead hearing.
“Oh,” said one, when he heard a sermon, “it way geod, if it had been alive.” Dead-and-alive Chris
tianity is poor stuff. No dish ever comes to tableich is as nauseous as cold religion. Put it awsey-
ther God nor man can endure it. Let us have cagefdm the oven, manna fresh from heaven, living
waters leaping from the rock. Stale godliness gadglitiness. Let our religion be as warm, constamd, a
natural as the flow of the blood in our veins. ¥ing God must be served in a living way.

Are we to be excited, therefore? Yes, if needvidkat can excite a man like the grand sublimities of
eternity? But if you are not excited with any cdreecitement, if principle rules rather than passiib
will be so much the better. Yet let it be livingrample, principle alive with love. There is suchhang
as an excitement which is dead spiritually. Theg fofrthe flesh is not the life of God. Energy ofnaiis
a distinct thing from being strong in the Lord. \Weed a steady, healthy pulsation of spiritual tife
keep us to such service of the Lord as becometssainl is worthy of our high calling. This comegyon
from having our conscience purged from dead works.

And dear friends, do keep in mind that you arech@rth to “serve the living God.” You that are
acquainted with the Greek will find that the kinidservice here mentioned is not that which theeslaw
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servant renders to his master, but a worshipfulisersuch as priests render unto God. We that have
been purged by Christ are to render to God the hijpiaf a royal priesthood. It is ours to preseraypr
ers, thanksgivings, and sacrifices, it is oursfterdhe incense of intercession, it is ours ttiithe lamp

of testimony and furnish the table of shew-breadu Yhat are the sons of God are all the sons of Lev
this day, yes, you are the true seed of Aaronptiesthood is with you, even with you who worship
God in the spirit and have no confidence in thehleYou that believe in Christ, and are made pyre b
His blood, it is for you to live as if you wore tsaow-white robes of the priests of the house obAa-
your garments should be vestments and your cornansaperpetual priesthood unto God.

| close by noticing how this precious blood of Shwill work all this in us. It will operate upoms
thus, when our conscience is perfectly pure fram and we know that we are forgiven and accepted in
the Beloved, then how happy we shall be! And themo service as acceptable to God as that which is
joyfully rendered. When it is a joy to us to seltn, then it is a joy to Him to be served, whemsit
delight to us to honor God, then God delights inhshonor. He seeks not slaves to grace His throne.
When we know that we are perfectly forgiven, themave full of gratitude, we then feel that we must
serve God, not because of anything we are to get, flout because we long to do so. This unsebBesh
vice He gladly accepts. To give play to our ematiove feel that we must glorify Him; then we serve
God truly, for that which is born of love is livingtoving works are living works. Without love works
are dead. When love abides in the soul, obedienzEal and true, but not else. When His gloriouaaa
is honey in the mouth, and music in the ear, amdér in the hearthen we worship Him in the manner
which He accepts, even in the same manner as tjgsam glory who see His face and do His com-
mandments. It is the cleansing blood which bringgsear enough to do this.

This precious blood of Christ has now given udgmtrpeace with God, and therefore we can serve
Him without fear. You cannot serve an enemy, wida hate him you cannot please him, but our enmi-
ty to God is slain, He is our friend, our fathedayur God. His will is our will, His designs arerade-
signs. As far as the little can keep pace withglreat, and the minute with the infinite, we rungbiat
with God, and if we ever quit the lines for a mome®e are in misery till we get back again. What the
Lord aims at we aim at, what He desires we delr&hrist's coming God’s ultimatum? So it is ours,
and we cry, “Even so, come Lord Jesus!” Shall kimgdoms of this world become the kingdoms of our
Lord and of His Christ™? It is our last, best, hegh prayer. Thus are we truly serving the Lord.

See you not, then, how the washing of the precosd has made us partakers of the service of
heaven? How close it has brought us to God! In vanaity and accord we walk with Him! With what
sympathy we enter into all that He does! With wihé¢nse delight we joy in Him through our Lord Je-
sus Christ, by whom we also have received the atend How | wish that every soul here believed in
Jesus! O that you would do so at once. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—HEBREWS 9:1-28; 10:1-22.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—84 (SONG 3), 51 (VER SION 2), 395.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST .
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