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“They are a very froward generation, children in vam is no faith.”
Deuteronomy 32:20.

“Blessed is that man that makes the Lord his trist.
Psalm 40:4.

THESE two texts will serve to show the differentiragte which God has of unbelief and of faith.
He says of unbelievers, in my text taken from Deartemy, “They are a very froward generation, chil-
dren in whom is no faith”; as much as to say, thatabsence of faith proves them to be froward, pre
sumptuous, willful, disobedient, a people at crpsgoses with God. He says not only that they are
perverse and froward, but He adds an emphatic wtittky are avery froward generation, children in
whom is no faith.” The second text most clearlywdas that God has a high approval for faith, fer H
Himself by the Holy Spirit says, “Blessed is thaamthat makes the Lord His trust.” Here, then, we
have set before us a great evil to which we aré/sadined, and a great grace which we greatlydnee
May God the Holy Spirit work faith in us by His ovgnacious power! Alas, it is still true that “allem
have not faith.” Even when an apostle preachedreae of the congregation that some believed the
things which were spoken, and some believed narélts that division among you at this time. Olat th
unbelievers may become believers before this seemnds!

I will tell you what | shall be driving at this mming. | have a special character in view, anchblto
be made useful to persons of that sort. Outspokdmaked unbelief the most of you abhor. Should un-
belief display itself in its real hideousness, yaluo have been brought up religiously would be Isdrt
at its approach, would close the door immediatahg bolt it fast lest such a demon of the deeplghou
gain an entry into your souls. Consequently, ubelinen it attacks, the regular hearer of the gospe
takes care to disguise itself. It pretends to beething other than it is. It does not walk abraaali its
natural deformity, but it approaches us as the @iltes came near to Israel when “they did worklwili
and went and made as if they had been ambassadbesé are those here who do not doubt for a mo-
ment the existence or goodness of God, neither theyeany question about the inspiration and infall
ble truth of Holy Scripture, and yet they are efai@ing within their hearts an unbelief which eats
does a canker. A deadening unbelief is upon thentha they abide in darkness, and take no pains to
come into the light. Yet they do not condemn thdwese but rather look for pity as though it wereith
infirmity and not their fault. To them unbelief adike Jezebel when she adorned her hair and plainte
her face. Oh, that my words could strip off thegdise of this evil thing! Of this most deceitfulrfio of
unbelief | would say, as Jehu said of Jezebel, §iWhner down,” and then | would cry—Go see now this
cursed thing and bury it, for it is a horrible eviihat which prevents men from finding salvationgduy-
ting their trust in the Lord Jesus Christ is anmeyeso hateful and malicious that no quarter mugiise
en to it, no excuse must be made for it, it musttberly destroyed from under heaven.

Dear friend, you tell me that you are by no meamsénfidel or a skeptic, and yet you do not believe
so as to find peace with God. You tell me that gaanot believe, which is a confession that yousare
false at heart that you cannot believe the trutis. Well that you should admit this gross depraviut |
have reason to fear that you are hardly consciduthe horrible nature of the crime which you
acknowledge. | beg you to lay to heart this fdwaf unless you have faith in Jesus you will peisth as
surely as if you were an open denier of the wor&ofl and a reviler of His Son. There are, doubtless
degrees in the terribleness of the punishmentthmre are no degrees in the certainty of the faat t
every unbeliever will be shut out from the blessoighe gospel of Christ. “He that believes on Son
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has everlasting life: and he that believes not3be shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides
him.” | want you to remove every flattering unctisom your souls, and to know for sure that, “Hatth
believes not is condemned already, because hedbdelneved in the name of the only-begotten Son of
God” (John 3:18). Dream not that because you ddappen to be an avowed atheist, or deist, or agnos
tic, that therefore your own form of unbelief isrtmess. We read of Israel in the wilderness thia¢yt
could not enter in because of unbelief;” yet therevnot atheists. A passive unbelief will ruin annag
surely as an active infidelity. Suppose that ammenis on this side of a river, destroying everybddy
find safety the river has to be crossed, and tiseloeit one bridge. Yonder man declares that heneW

er go over such a bridge; he does not believe, imeitasserts that it is a rotten old thing, whiculd
break down under his weight. He hates the structwewill not call it a bridge at all; he ridiculed
who venture upon it. It is clear that he will stay this side of the river, and die by the pursusw®rd.

He is the type of the avowed skep#ut where are you¥You say with unfeigned distress, “I am horri-
fied to hear that man talk so of that excellentidei. | believe that it is well constructed, and thhas
carried hundreds of thousands over. | cannot lwebear a word said against it, for my dear fatimel a
mother found refuge by crossing it, and they ar& nmothe land of peace.” Yet you do not escape by
that bridge yourself, though well aware of your giamh Do you answer, “Well, | do not feel worthy to
go over it.” Why, that is nonsense, it is as if ywhould say, | cannot swim, and therefore will sroger
the river by means of the bridge. Your unworthinessnot be a reason for refusing to accept a ike s
vation; on the contrary, it is a reason why youwti@ccept it at once. However, it matters littleaty
your excuse may be, you will perish forever if yamnot believe in Jesus.

Take another illustration. A fatal disease is aldcand a remedy has been discovered of the most
effectual kind. One man denounces the medicinephysician who invented it, and the apothecaries
who distribute it. He can hardly find words enouglthe dictionary with which to express his contémp
for what he calls a monstrous quackery. He wildewitly receive no benefit from the medicine. Tisat i
not your case; you are of quite another mind. Ysieem the medicine, reverence the physician, and
even feel affection for the apothecaries who diste it. No question about the matter has everseas
your mind, on the contrary, you are an advocatethergreat remedy, and believe firmly that it has
healed multitudes of personad/hy do you not take the wholesome medicine yo@rgeli tell me that
you are trying to get better, and that you do notegsee how the medicine can heal you. This shows
that you mistrust the power of the medicine to tyeal, just as you are. You will derive no more lgne
from it than the other man who rails at it. It isitg impossible that any man should receive thedihg
which comes through the atoning blood of Christssalhe has faith, and whether he goes to the length
of an utter contempt of the great Sacrifice, ondsaoff from it because he does not feel as hedcoed
sire, he will surely die without forgiveness. OdtChrist the doom of eternal wrath will fall on you
whether near to the kingdom or far off from it.

| want to talk with those unbelieving people whre aot avowedly skeptical. Some of these | have
seen, and | know that they are a numerous classy afe very sincere, and are really seeking aftler s
vation, but the one thing which they refuse to sltoi believe in the Lord Jesus. They will not triimstir
God, they will not believe in the promise which Ha&s made to us in Christ Jesus. They would suffer
any penance, they would give anything they posskesg,would cut off their right arm, they would econ
sent to lose their eyes, if they might but be sabed this one matter of trust in God and accepkiig
way of salvation is the point in which they quaneéth the Most High. Upon this matter, in which the
Lord will assuredly never yield to them, they stand very obstinately, and so prove that they are “
very froward generation, children in whom is ndhdiIf they would obtain the Lord’s blessing, tbe-
ly way to it is faith. Oh, that they would hold aud longer, for “Blessed is that man that maked_tirel
his trust.”

|. To begin, then: our first statement is, UNBELIEFHROWARDNESS—"they are a very froward
generation, children in whom is no faith.” One vémgquent disguise of unbelief is that of humility.
feel myself such a great sinner. | feel so muchtevbe in my heart, | dare not believe in Jesusyou
judged by appearances you might think this unbekey modest, but, indeed, it is not so. It imisatiee
tone of humility, but it cannot catch the accertisTdeceptive vice dares to hint that the sinnens
worthiness is a reason why Jesus should not beettud/hat, would any man tell me that his own wick-
edness is a reason why he should dismes?That would be too absurd. Because you are suagimars
is God, therefore a deceiver, and not to be tr@siéds is not humility, but audacity. Our fearimgttust
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the promise of God because we are evil is a masepe piece of wickedness. Surely, God is truenev
if we are liars, and our falsehood does not maka fdilse, or deprive Him of His right to be believed
Do we dare to tell Him that He cannot save wherabiiredly promises to save us if we trust Him? Do
we deny His willingness to save when He sends asigus invitations, and entreats us to turn to Him?
This is insolence, and not penitence. However gresatiner you may be, there is forgiveness with God
that He may be feared, for “all manner of sin atasjphemy shall be forgiven unto men.” Do not deny
this. Do not be so profanely bold as to give tbdadi Jesus.

Unbelief claims to be so timid. It cries, “I anmraifl to come to Christ, afraid to trust Him with my
soul.” This is not true fear, but an evil pride.eT¥oice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands ad&damds
of Esau. The sound is that of an amiable timorossnieut the spirit is that of frowardness. Frients,
you truly feared God you would tremble at the idédistrusting Him. It is a very daring act of inepy
to question any promise of the Most High, it is teeght of rebellion to deny the power of the deaith
His dear Son. That kind of timidity and humility ie be shunned and to be abhorred which dares to
make God’s love a dream, and His mercy a fictionc&the Lord’s mercy endures forever, since Jesus
has never yet cast out a soul that has come to i folly to talk of being afraid to come to Him
Dread doubting, but fear not to trust your God.

Unbelief is a very froward thing, we repeat thetestnent, and go on to prove it, because, in tise fir
place,it gives God the lieCan anything be worse than this? God says, “Belan the Lord Jesus Christ
and you shall be saved,” and the unbeliever repliemnnot believe that Jesus will save me.” Tisab
say, translating it into plain English—you do nloink that God speaks the truth; you do not belidnet
God is able to make His promises good to you. Youim effect, imagine that He has said a great deal
more than He means, or promised more than He etabperform. At any rate, you think it unsafe to
trust Him with your soul. | beseech you, if you mtransgress, do not select a sin so presumptualis a
so provoking as the sin of denying the truth of Mhast High. “He that believes not God has made Him
a liar, because he believes not the record thatdgawd of His Son. And this is the record; that Gad
given to us eternal life, and this life is in Hisr§” Oh, you poor, timorous soul, as some would yal,
| will not flatter you, or excuse you, for | am aifl you must be very proud or you would not loo& th
great Father in the face, and say, “You will nateige me if | come back to You like the prodigal
child”; when again and again He invites you to nefand promises to receive you. O soul, can yoa da
to look up to the cross of Jesus and say, “Thermiife in a look at the Crucified One for me”?rCa
you even think of the Holy Spirit, and then sayttHa has no power to change a heart as black and ha
as yours? Oh that this miserable slander of Godbaktis Christ might be stopped!

Again, unbelief is great frowardness becatisefuses God’s way of salvatioNo man can read the
Scriptures without seeing that God’s way of sabris not by works nor by feelings, but by trusting
the Son of God, who has offered a full atonemensiim. Now the sinner says, “Lord, | would do of-su
fer anything if | might thereby be saved.” God’'ssaer is, “Trust in My Son”; and this is put into a
great many shapes to make it plain. Jesus sayss 1$hthe work of God"—the highest and noblest
work—"that you believe on Him whom He has sent.'t Bae soul wriggles away from this believing in
Jesus. It cries, “Surely | must feel this, that] #me other.” Oh foolish heart, stop all these \@iserva-
tions, and listen to this one thing—“Believe in th@d Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” If wdl
make the Lord your trust you shall be blessedjforgu will not, you are assuredly accursed, segiog
have rejected the blood of the Eternal Sacrifiefged the way of mercy which infinite love has ap-
pointed, and done despite to the Spirit of Godwhat a pitch of madness you have reached! You will
sooner destroy your own soul than treat your Gogbaswould treat an honest man! You can trust your
wife, your husband, your father, or your friendf pau will not trust your Maker. You will sooner go
hell than trust yourself with Christ. Ah me! Ah me!

Unbelief is a very froward thing, again, becaiiseery often makes unreasonable demands of God
When Thomas said, “Except | put my finger into gt of the nails, and thrust my hand into Hisesid
| will not believe,” he was speaking very frowardlyhave heard the sinner say, “Oh, sir, if | con&le
a dream, if | could be broken down with anguishif drcould enjoy some remarkable revelation, tthen
would believe God”; this also is frowardness. Ardy®u dare look the Eternal in the face and say,
“You shall be a liar to me unless You will gratifiyy whims and wishes, and do this or that to prove
what | admit to be true.” Will you say to your W man, “Sir, you have offered to help me in timset
of need, | am quite willing to depend upon youtfat help, provided you will do it in my way, bunet
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way which you propose for my assistance | utteejgat”? You will probably turn your friend against
you if you talk so. Beggars must not be choosergtaitdy not with God. If | mistrust a friend who $ia
been good to me all my life, it is an unjust thidgd if | tell him that | cannot believe him unleks

will do what | choose to demand of him, | am inggthim. This towards man is evil, but what isai t
wards God? What! Must God do according to our mardj play the lackey to us, or else He shall be
under this penalty, that we will not believe Hisrdmor accept His gracious forgiveness? Shame en un
belief, that it should be so insulting to the Gddeaven, before whom angels bow with veiled counte
nances! Surely, the devil himself cannot go furtihan unbelief, or so far, for he believes, anthbrkes.

Unbelief is very froward, next, becaus@endulges hard thoughts of Gowhy do you not trust your
God to save you by the blood of Jesus? Do you lsaty“Salvation by faith is too good to be true”? Is
anything too good to come from God, who is infilitgood? Is He not love? Do you say, “If | were to
come to Him, He would not receive me”? How dare gauthat when it is written, “Him that comes to
Me | will by no means cast out.” “Oh, | have soesffled that if | were to cry, ‘Father, | have sinhéd
could not expect Him to forgive my offense.” Thesa base slandering of the heavenly Father! What
penitent has He ever repelled? You know not howdgde is—He is inconceivably gracious, He de-
lights in mercy. It is His joy to pass by transgies, iniquity, and sin. Have you never heard thatthe
heavens are higher than the earth, so are His higher than your ways, and His thoughts than your
thoughts”? Has He not declared that He will abutiggrardon? Has He not said, “Come now, and let
us reason together, says the Lord: though yourasmas scarlet, they shall be as white as snaugth
they are red like crimson, they shall be as woWWRy will you so cruelly defame the ever-merciful
one? Turn from this wickedness, or you will destyour own soul.

And yet again, unbelief is a very froward thingaeset disparages the Lord Jesul tramples up-
on the blood of the Son of God. The unbelievingisimvirtually asserts that he has discovered thé li
of the Savior's power to save, and that he stamsisgver the margin to which His grace extendshéor
thinks that Jesus may save anyone except himsabuD do you doubt the infinite virtue of the diei
sacrifice? Do you question the power of the intesaan of the risen Lord? Is it not true, as He $&id
it, that He is “able to save them to the uttermth&if come unto God by Him, seeing He always liees
make intercession for them”? “Oh, but | am suclingwdar person.” And are you so singular that you
have a right to limit the Holy One of Israel? Ohyaou did but know my Lord and Master you would not
talk so, for He with a word can cast out devilsalige sick, and raise the dead. He has but t6S3ary,
your sins are forgiven you,” and they are forgivide. has but to look on you, poor sinner, and yall sh
live. Yes, be assured that if you will look on Hymau shall live. Has He not said, “Look unto Me, and
be you saved, all the ends of the earth”? Has Healso said, “He that believes in Me, though heewer
dead, yet shall he live”? If you believe, you shede the glory of God. Trust Him, trust Him! He de-
serves your trust, for He is a great Savior forgreatest of sinners.

And do you not think it is another instance ofajrisFowardness that unbelieésts reflections upon
the Holy Spirit?lt seems to say, “I feel sorely afraid, and therefthere is no peace for me. | am too
hardened and foolish for the Holy Spirit to lead todaith in Jesus, and therefore | will not trusts
anything too hard for the Lord?” Change you, mart?y\WHe has turned millions from darkness to light.
Look upward, see what hosts surround the throrgdasf/ and “day without night” magnify His saving
grace! Not save you? Who are you that you showaddsbut against the witness of the Spirit of truth?
Will you refuse the three-fold witness of the Spithe water, and the blood? Who are you that you
should set yourself up as a kind of vanquisherratg, conquering grace by your sin, and sayingdo t
ocean of God’s love, “This far shall you come, hatfurther’? Your unbelief is a very froward thing,
nothing can be said for it, it dishonors Fathem,Sand Holy Spirit, denies the inspired Scriptuaed
keeps your soul in cruel bondage.

This vile unbeliethas in it a tendency to destroy the gospel it$kif could but have its own way it
would undermine the whole fabric of salvation. Wiaeman says that God cannot save him, he suggests
that there maybe others in the same case. Whene, il1Christ’s wisdom in bidding us preach the-gos
pel to every creature? If it would be vain for anan to believe, each one of us would be afraidithat
would be vain for us also, and where, then, woddhe gospel promise? If it could be proven that an
one man, if he believed in Jesus, would not bedatveen the gospel itself would be disproved. Who
among us would have any ground for believing inig€hf we knew that it was possible to believe in
Him and yet to be cast away? What is this but tous all of hope? Why, man, you are scuttling the
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ship! I mean that such is the tendency of your liebieg talk. If Jesus is not worthy to be trustadd
you seem to say so by your own refusal to trust,Hliman all of us who are resting upon Him for salva
tion are under a delusion. Do you mean to say tiiigBu, as a sinner, cannot be saved upon belgevin
in Christ, then the whole gospel is called intogjim, you have broken the whole staff of breadtiier
souls of men. Oh, wicked unbelief, God-dishonoriagul-killing unbelief! Dear hearer, be warned
against it, for it will shut you out of heaven usdeyou shut it out of your heart.

II. And now, secondly, we turn to the better side af subject, and remark that FAITH HAS THE
DIVINE APPROVAL. “Blessed,” says God, “is that mémat makes the Lord his trustWe are sure
that it so Wherever there is faith, God is pleased witlait,faith is the sure mark of God’s elect. We
can only know them by their believing in the Loekuds Christ unto eternal life. God would never have
set that of which He disapproved to be the marMisfeternal choice, but as He makes faith in Jesus
be the token of His covenanted ones, He must apprbit.

Remember that God has been pleased in His greatttomake this the main requirement of the
gospel. “He that believes and is baptized shaléde=d.” “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you
shall be saved.” The Lord puts faith into the viasefront because He delights in it. | find nottthize
Lord has promised salvation to love, or to patiemmceo courage, admirable as these graces aréjdut
has put this crown upon the head of faittYour faith has saved you; go in peace.” The Londstrcer-
tainly approve of that which He makes to be thendnaecessity of salvation.

Do you not know that God has made faith to beothe thing necessary in the matter of prayer? If
you come before Him in prayer He will not ask youbting your hands laden with gifts, nor to drop
from your tongue choice words of eloquence, but‘youst believe that He is, and that He is a rewarde
of them that diligently seek Him,” or else you daave nothing at His hands. If, then, God has mhee t
efficacy of prayer to turn upon faith, He must havéigh estimate of it. He has made faith to be the
master key by which all the chambers of His treasuay be unlocked, and therefore depend upon it He
will never cast it out as unwarranted and presuoyxu“Blessed is that man that makes the Lord His
trust,” whoever that man may be.

Beside that, He has been pleased to make faltle tbe mode and manner of the spiritual life. “The
just shall live"—how? By works? No—*"the just shélle by faith.” There is no living except by faith.
Let any child of God try to live by sense or regseven for a day, and see how miserable he willtbe.
comes to this with me—I must believe my God or é¢lperish. | can walk the waves by faith, but be-
ginning to doubt, I sink. It is only as | trust thay soul can bear her daily burden and performdady
duty. If, then, God has made faith to be the waWlisf people, rest assured it can never be wrong for
soul to exercise faith in Him.

Why, brethren, see what God has done to make ligsvéeHe cannot object to our trusting in Him,
seeing He works to that end. For this purpose tmgtbres are in our hands. John says, “These ate w
ten, that you might believe that Jesus is the €hid®hn 20:31). The Lord multiplies His exceedingl
great and precious promises that we might havegtconsolation, and find it easy to put our trumst i
Him. His Holy Spirit comes on purpose to work faiththe soul, and the witness of the Holy Spirit in
the word, and in the hearts of His people, is idéehto create and nourish faith in God. The Lord re
wards faith even in this life. Read thé™dhapter of Hebrews, see what men gained, whatehjyed,
what they did, by faith. Unbelief does nothing,ggebthing, rejoices in nothing, but faith wins thless-
ing. The covenant was made with Abraham, who “stagml) not at the promise of God through unbe-
lief.” Who are Abraham’s seed? Why, they that trastAbraham trusted, that exhibit a whole-hearted
confidence in God, feeling that what He has prothide is able also to perform. Oh souls, you cannot
have too much faith in God! You need never say, yMaelieve?” It is altogether another question—
how dare you doubt your God?

“But is it true,” asks one, “that faith means ting in God?” That is it. God bids you trust Jesusj
you shall be saved. Will you accept His testimonyg &ust Jesus? That is the whole of it. In common
life we exhibit faith in man, and no one blamedarsa legitimate trust. A man says that he hasivede
a thousand pounds. How is that? He has nothingsihdnd but a bank-note, and that is merely afbit o
paper. Yet he is quite confident that he has tleeisand pounds, because he has faith in the Bank of
England and in its promises. That is my own mindca&od’s promise; it is to me the thing which it
promises, even as the note for £1,000 is a thougaundds. “Faith is the substance of things hoped fo
the evidence of things not seen.” If you believad@s you believe your friend, you are saved, fiahfa
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has brought you into the state of salvation. Big b what men will not come to. They will stop and
mutter and sputter, and spin all kinds of cobwelnsl invent all sorts of theories in order to evHue
sweet necessity of trusting in the Lord. Simply avitblly to hang upon the bare arm of God and trust
the merit of His Son, this is what they will notnee to, for they are “a very froward generation)drein

in whom is no faith.”

Furthermore, it is not unreasonable, bus highly reasonable, that God should take plgasin
faith. Beloved, look at yourselves: judge of the Loraniryourselves in this matter, for the Lord Jesus
permits you so to judge of the Father’s mind. Ydwvare fathers, what would you say of your child if
he did not believe your promise? If he said thatt@ld not trust you, what would you think of hinh?
your boy had offended, but refused to ask pardaalme he would not believe that you would forgive
him, what would be your judgment of his characté&f@uld you be pleased with him if he would not
confess that he was wrong, but took to sulking bsede thinks you are unwilling to forgive? Would
you take pleasure in such a child as that? Nopbatof the beautiful things about your little cindd is
just this, that they have not a thought or a chtg,trust you implicitly. They never question where
Monday’s dinner will come from—father has alwaysifid food, father will always do so. If you make
them a promise of a treat on Saturday, look how thidl jump for joy, though there is yet a week to
come before that promise is to be fulfilled, yedythbegin to live on the prospect of it, and thejpgithe
pleasure a hundred times over by the expectation ©hey will ask you tomorrow whether it is ndt a
ready Saturday. You are pleased that your childheuld trust you; it would be most unpleasant fau y
if they did not. When children have lost confidemteheir parents, farewell to domestic peace.ol,y
being evil, love to be trusted, must it not be sthwod? If you, a poor sinner, come and say, “l-dérd
have greatly sinned, but | believe You are sucheatly loving Father that you can blot it all oot fle-
sus’ sake,” do you not think that He will be ples$e hear your confidence? But He cannot be pleased
with you when you say, “Lord, | know all about Yogospel and its blessings, but | really cannotttrus
You!” Oh naughty words! Vile words! How can theylofor favors who thus throw dirt into the face of
God? How shall He bestow His grace on men whomnaitleven believe Him?

God will accept our faith, for it is in conformityith our position towards Him. What position ought
the creature to occupy to its Creator? Shouldtittoastantly depend upon Him? What position shauld
sinner occupy towards His Savior? Should He ngt uglon Him most heartily? What position should a
child of God occupy towards the divine Father g of loving confidence?

Brethren, God loves faith because faith supphesmissing link between us and Himself. If we can-
not keep His law perfectly, as indeed we cannatwe have already broken it, yet if we trust Hint ou
heart is right before Him. The complete confidenfe¢he heart is the essence of obedience, and the
fountain of it. A servant who thinks evil of his star cannot be an acceptable servant to any man, he
will be looking out for his own interests, and whkear they cross with those of his master we know
what will happen. But if, after having acted verpakedly, the man should have proof of his master’s
affection for him, and should come to the beligftthis master is a model of goodness, then you have
laid the foundation of another kind of service,lsas no wages can purchase. From a loving trust the
will come forth patience, diligence, zeal, fidelignd obedience, and everything which is suitatbla i
servant towards a good master. So when a soul ctommeake the Lord its trust it has set out upon the
right track, and though it is but at the head @f way, yet it will make advances and arrive at ream
degree of rightness with God.

“Oh,” says one, “it seems such a small matterirply trust.” It may seem so, but within the com-
pass of that little thing there lies a force whpsever it would be difficult to measure. Every grace
embryo lies within true faith. It is a virtue whidontains within it seed enough to sow all the ageeof
life with holiness. O my hearer, God blesses fditleyefore, | pray you, render it to Him. God has p
His curse on unbelief—oh may His Spirit help yowshake yourself free of it this day!

lll. My time has failed me, and therefore | must clogebticing, in the last place, this fact—that
FAITH IS BLESSEDNESS. “Blessed is that man that esathe Lord his trust.” To believe in God is to
be blessed by God. “Oh, but,” says one, “I believ&od, and | am in great trouble.” Just so, anithiwi
that trouble there dwells a measureless blessiogr Yfial is the veil which covers the face of &ifg
God. Faith will make you sing with the author ofstipsalm, “I waited patiently for the Lord.” Faith
says, “| am in deep trial, but all things work tdge for my good. It is therefore a great gain ® tm be
as | am. All these griefs and woes are but a hdgwsmgery to cure me of the malady of inbred sin.”
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This enables the believer to receive correctiom wdtience. He knows that all is right, and theestbe
child of God frets not, and does not kick agaihst pricks. As in the old days of surgery a bravea ma
laid himself down and gave himself up to the kn#fe,does the believer resign himself to sharpcaffli
tion because he knows that it is necessary fosistual life, and will tend to his perfection grace.
Thus faith distils a potent medicine from poisonplants, and extracts light out of darkness. Isthist
enough to make a man blessed?

Faith, again, releases the afflicted out of treuBlurn to the psalm again and read, “I waitedepéti
ly for the Lord, and He inclined unto me, and hemndcry. He brought me up also out of a horrible pi
out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a raahkd established my goings. And He has put a new
song in my month, even praise unto our God: mamyl ske it, and fear, and shall trust in the Lond.”
you are shut in by affliction like a man in a dg®f and if instead of rising out of it by your ekens
you only sink lower, like one who struggles to raag of miry clay, if you see no way of escape what
ever, do not despair or resort to desperate meairthjnk hardly of God, but just pray and trustdan
soon, like David, you shall bear witness to thesédginess of trusting. “Stand still, and see theatah
of the Lord.” The Lord knows how to deliver thehtgous when they cannot guess how He will do it.
Jehovah is not limited in ways and means. Is thel’scarm waxed short? Trust in the Lord in the dark
and He will bring forth your righteousness as igatland your judgment as the noonday. Thousands of
saints who have tried and proved the faithfulndsh® Lord unite in chorus to declare that He has d
livered His people and will deliver them.

The man that makes the Lord his trust is blesgeduse his faith creates in him a deep peace. It is
responsibility which causes the wear and tearfef &t least, it is so in my case; now, he whottras
matter with the Lord sees that the fulfillment bétpromise lies with God and not with him. When we
trust in the Lord we cease to worry, becausetheasLord’s business to answer to our faith—

“Tis mine to obey, 'tis His to provide.”
He who takes the Lord for his guide no longer wasrabout the way. He who takes Him for his
Watchman rests in perfect peace. He who acceptsadienSavior looks for sure salvation at His hands.
There is a wonderful calm in the heart when wea@nmit our way unto the Lord, then we delight our-
selves in the Lord, and He gives us the desiresipheart. That blessed act of casting every buugen
on the Lord is faith’s masterpiece, and it giveswaeet quietus to all care. To rest in perfect pedce
mind is the best blessedness beneath the starsyahdve it, for we hear the Spirit say concerratg
the people of God, “And the Lord shall help themd aleliver them: He shall deliver them from the
wicked, and save them, because they trust in Him.”

Now, suppose you and | were laboring to reach émdy our own merits, then we might bid fare-
well to peace, for all the way we should be teyribfraid that we had not done enough, or suffered
enough, or prayed enough, or repented enough. Téere rest upon that bed, for it is shorter than a
man may stretch himself on it. But “we who havedwadd do enter into rest.” Jesus is our rest; im Hi
we have peace with God. If | could make the Lorslidemy trust and yet be lost | should be a great lo
er, but | should not lose so much as God would. kothat? | should lose my salvation, but the Lord
would lose His glory, His truthfulness, His goodsneblis gospel would be dishonored, and His Son
robbed of His reward. That cannot be. When a mastdrhis money with a firmly established bank, he
does not sit up all night to protect his cashbod @mon safe. No, his money is out of his own kegpin
and he feels at ease about it. Thus we commit ody,lsoul, and spirit into the pierced hands ofides
who has redeemed us, and we know and are confi@nHe is able to keep that which we have com-
mitted unto Him until that day. None can know petfeest of heart but those whose minds are staged o
God by a sincere trust in Him.

Faith, in addition to bringing peace, creates by letevation of character, and that is blessedness.
The man who lives by sight and walks accordinght® judgment of the flesh, is cabined and confined
within a range too narrow for blessedness. He tsmach above the brute that perishes; his provender
and stall are the main dependence of his joy, iritrian that lives by faith ranges among eternagthi
and drinks from celestial fountains. His is a higbblime, mysterious life. Is it not the life of G
man? | have compared the ascent of faith to cligilansuccession of lofty stairways. Up from the
depths we have already risen by no other meansféiidnin the Invisible. Not a single step before u
can we see. Beneath, and around, clouds and darkoksn enormous masses, the mist hangs thick
over our near pathway. Like the world, which thed.@dangs upon nothing, so our life has no visible
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dependence. We put down our foot on what seemsathair, and behold, it is firm as a rock beneath u
Rising, ever rising, we tread from stair to staird are safe as the throne of the Eternal, butenverrsee
more than one step at a time, and at times scasoelyuch as that. Sight brings us no comfort, itk f
fills us with delight, for above her head, shines as clear as the sun, the word of the immutaddie-J
vah. “Ah,” cries one, “I could not live with nothanto depend upon!” Oh, my brother, is God nothing?
Elijah had nothing to depend upon, for Cherith ding, and the ravens came no more with bread and
meat, and the widow woman had only flour enoughofoe more meal, yet the little meal in the barrel
wasted not, and the cruse of oil never failed.alsdiad nothing to depend upon but God, you knoat, th
is to say, he had only everything. The believer mathing to depend upon except his God, and what
more does he want? What more could he have? Markyba heavens stand without a pillar! See how
the round world floats in space without a stay! Wim@re does the universe require than the power of
the Eternal? O believer, get out into these deegeraawhere there is sea room for faith, and nokwea
creatures to interfere with unmingled reliance u@wd, for blessed is that man whose life is rerdlere
sublime by an undivided confidence in the livingdSo

Lastly, blessed is the believing man when he thikdying, for he is sure and certain that he oann
truly die. Faith has so linked him with the ondariy God that he feels immortality pulsing through h
entire nature. When he comes to lie on the bedc&hess, and gradually decays, he has no fearsof hi
departure; on the contrary, he looks forward witpeztation to be delivered from the bondage and sin
fulness of this mortal life, and to be admittedittie liberty and perfection of the life eternateShim
as he quits the shores of earth, he is not torry dwaviolence, forced unwillingly into an unknown
hereafter. No, he undresses for his last restisdiebut expectantly. A song is on his lips, anadrglis
in his heart. He has finished his work, he has beashed from his sin, he has embraced the promise,
and now, he falls asleep upon the breast of hie&w®dr, assured that he shall wake up in the lilscoles
his Lord. “Mark the perfect man, and behold theigigr for the end of that man is peace.”

Oh, souls, if you will believe, you shall have Ibdteaven on earth and heaven in heaven, but if you
will not believe your God, your Savior, many sorsoshall be to you, and in the end you will destroy
yourselves forever. It matters not what excusesrgalie about this, or that, or the other, if you wot
trust your God, He will have nothing to do with ydtiyou cannot believe Him, if you will make His
Son to be false, He must say at the last, “Depanh fMe, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepdiead
the devil and his angels.” It cannot be otherwidgs shall make the great division between you thed
righteous, that you believe not in Him, while thegve made the Lord their trust. If you believehe t
Lord Jesus you shall be numbered with His chosed,all His promises shall be fulfilled to you, for
with you He has made an everlasting covenant wéleil stand fast forever and ever, when all visible
things have melted away. May God uplift you frora thiry clay of unbelief to the rock of confidence i
Him, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 40.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—192, 738, 685.
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