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“And he shall put his hand upon the head of the miroffering; and it shall be accepted
for him to make atonement for him. And he shall kthe bullock before the LORD.”
Leviticus 1:4, 5.

NO doubt there are clear distinctions in the teagtof the burnt offering, the meat offering, the
peace offering, and the sin offering. In those aasi sacrifices we have views of our Lord’s atoning
work taken from different standpoints. On anotherasion it will be profitable to note these delfght
lessons and lay them to heart, but at this tinmra hat about to enter into such matters. Theseuaste
distinctions are the special property of those Wwhoeason of years have had their senses exereisdd,
therefore can discern not only the great work af loord, but the details of it. | am not sufficiepntl
strong in mind at this time to bring forth “butter a lordly dish” for men of robust constitution,tbl
must be content to serve the little ones with a@umilk. | cannot carry the great cluster from Esh
and therefore | will bring you a few grapes in mgntibling hand. | desire to preach this morningrsa t
| may fulfill the prayer of a little boy who, oneairday evening before he went to bed, said iptag-
er, “Lord, grant that our minister may say someghiomorrow that | may understand.” | am very sorry
that such a prayer should ever be necessary, &ot afraid it is not only necessary for childrent bu
sometimes for grownup people to pray, “Lord, help minister to say something that we can under-
stand and that is worth understanding.” Some ofoneghren appear to dwell on high Olympus among
the clouds, it was better if they lived on Calvdrittle dew comes from the dark mountains of irdell
tual dreaminess, far more refreshing drops aredaypon Mount Hermon of the gospel. | feel like Dr.
Guthrie when he desired those around him to simg &ichild’s hymn, | would be a little child in
preaching to you. Simple things are the most suhliamd to a sick man the most sweet. | wish to be
plain as a walking stick in setting forth the wdyegpiation by the death of Jesus.

| have a reason also for preaching foundatiorhttatlay which, to myself is powerful, though you
may smile at it. It is this, if | have but few shdb fire, | should like each time to hit the cerdéthe
target, that is to say, if | may only speak to ymee today, after having been laid aside for thweeks,
| desire to speak only upon topics which touchwit@ls of godliness. | would plunge into the heairt
the matter, and deal with the essence and soul@fréligion. There are some things that may beay
not be, and yet no great evil will come either wByt there are other things that must be, or aflsgo
wrong, of these “must-be’s” | would now speak. Saimags are important for theell-being of Chris-
tians, but certain other things are absoluéslgential to the very being of Christians, and tipon these
urgent necessaries that | shall now speak—namelyerning the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ and our faith in it, for these two thinge a&f the highest importance, and they cannot ttendie
brought before our minds.

Two matters were essential in the sacrifices efddremonial law, and you have them both in our
text, “He shall put his hand upon the head of tiboffering,” and “he shall kill the bullock befthe
Lord.” The appropriation by the offerer and the theaf the offering are most fitly joined togethand
must neither of them be overlooked.

For our immediate objective there was no needateehaken our present text, for there are many
others of the same effect. Look at Leviticus 32nd he shall lay his hand upon the head of hisreffe
ing, and kill it at the door of the tabernacle.’a@Gte at the eighth verse, “And he shall lay hisdhamon
the head of his offering, and kill it before thé¢anacle.” Turn to chapter four, verse four, theosel
clause of the verse, “He shall lay his hand upenbilllock’s head, and kill the bullock before thard.”

As also at the fifteenth verse, “And the eldershef congregation shall lay their hands upon thel lnéa
the bullock before the Lord: and the bullock slodlkilled before the Lord.” To the same effecths t
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twenty-fourth verse, “And he shall lay his hand npgbe head of the goat, and Kill it in the placesveh
they kill the burnt offering.” All through the boa¥ Leviticus, the laying on of the hand and thidirig

of the victim are mentioned in immediate connectibnese are each of them so important, and so full
of meaning, that we must have a sermon upon eattteof.

Let us on the present occasion look at THE LEADINGT OF THE OFFERER'He shall lay his
hand upon the head of the burnt offering\ll that goes before is important, but this is tleal sacrifi-
cial act so far as the offerer is concerned. Bef@eeached this point, the person who presentedfth
fering had to make a selection of the animal tdkmight before the Lord. It must be of a certair,ag
and it must be without blemish, and for this lategison a careful examination had to be madeh#or t
Lord would not accept a sacrifice that was lameyroken, or bruised, or deficient in any of itstgaor
in any way blemished. He required an offering “with spot.” Now | invite all those who seek reconcil
iation with God to look about them, and consideether the Lord Jesus Christ is such an atoning-sacr
fice as they need and as God will accept. If yoavkof any other atonement for sin, examine it well,
and | am persuaded that you will find many a famt flaw in it. But concerning the Lamb of God, |
have no question, you may search, and test, antutyyou shall find no blemish in Him. If there nge
any fault in Him, either of excess or deficiencguymight well refuse Him, but since there is noghof
the kind, | pray you joyfully to accept Him at on€&ome now and look at the Lord Jesus Christ, hoth
His Godhead and His manhood, at His life and HatlileHis acts and His sufferings, and see if tigere
any iniquity in Him. He knew no sin, He had no aagtance or dealing with it, “He was holy, harm-
less, undefiled.” After you have well examined Hisssed person and His spotless character, if ifou a
rive at the conclusion that He is a fit and acdelgtsacrifice for you to present before the Lokt |
long that you may take the much more practical,st@p accept the Lord Jesus to be your representa-
tive, your sin offering, your burnt offering, yosubstitute, and your sacrifice. | long that evengaved
person here may at once, receive the Lord Jeshis asonement, for this is the main part of thatolvh
the sinner must do in order to be cleansed fronasthaccepted by God. Happily you have not to &nd
sacrifice as the Jew had to supply a bullock, Gasl provided Himself with a perfect sacrifice, that
which you have to bring to God, God first bringsytau. Happily, there is no need for you to repéat t
examination through which the Lord Jesus passeld d&tothe hands of men, and of devils, and of God,
when He was tested and tried and examined, andtbeeqorince of this world found nothing of his own
in Him. You have to attend to this one thing, nam#ie laying of your hands upon the sacrifice aev
ed for you. To the Jew it was a sacrifice to bénsk® you it is a sacrifice already offered, ahdtyou
are to accept and recognize as your own. It imri@rd duty, you sang of it just now—

“My faith does lay her hand

On that dear head of Yours.

While like a penitent | stand,

And there confess my sin.”
If you have already attended to this, do so agasrmorning, if you have never done so, | pray fiom
inmost soul that you may immediately do that whigds meant by laying the hand upon the victim’s
head.

|. To our work, then, at once. What did that meamf?dant four things, and the first was, CONFES-
SION. He that laid his hand upon the head of tlieriofy madeconfession of sid do not care what of-
fering it was that was brought by a believing Iitagthere was always a mention of sin in it, erthm-
plied or expressed. “But,” says one, “the burneoffg was a sweet-savor offering, and how couldethe
be any reference to iniquity therein?” | know tktad burnt offering was a sacrifice of sweet snagill
that it sets forth our Lord as accepted of the &atBut let me ask you, “Why did the Israelite lgria
sweet-savor offering”? It was because he felt il@nd of himself he was not a sweet savor unto, God
for if he had been so he would not have neededve brought another sweet savor. When | accept the
Lord Jesus to be my righteousness it is a confessisin, for | should not need His righteousndds i
had any of my own. The very fact of presenting @ifiee at all contains within it a confession bkt
need of a sacrifice, which is the confession ogpeal shortcomings, and a need of personal acdeptab
ness. This is true of the burnt offering, but ihestsacrifices, especially in the trespass offenmgere
the hands were laid upon the victim’s head, thereffwas charged to “confess that he has sinnéthin
thing” wherein he had trespassed. There was alegtapnfession of sin joined with the laying on of
hands in the case of the scapegoat. Let us reapadsage in Leviticus 16:21—“And Aaron shall lay
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both his hands upon the head of the live goat,camfiess over him all the iniquities of the childm@n
Israel, and all their transgressions in all th@is sputting them upon the head of the goat, aadl send
him away by the hand of a fit man into the wildasi&

See then that if you would have Him to be younatoent whom God has appointed to be His sacri-
fice, you must come to Him confessing your sin. iYtauch of Jesus must be the touch of one who is
consciously guilty. He belongs not to you unless e a sinner.

Ah, Lord, confession of sin is no hard duty to soof us, for we can do no other than acknowledge
and bemoan our guilt! Here we stand before Youcaiidemned, and with aching hearts we each one
cry, “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Yilowing kindness.” Do any of you refuse to make
confession of guilt? Then, do not think it hardsifyce according to your own proud notions yourare
sinners, the Lord should provide you no Savior! 8tdanedicine be prepared for those who are not
sick? Why should the righteous be invited to patakpardon? Why should righteousness be provided
for the innocent? You are the rich and you are sty empty, the hungry shall be filled with good
things. Go away, you that say, “I am clean; | arhdediled.” | tell you that you have no part in theeat
sacrifice for sin. For the blackest sinner out efl that will confess his sin there is mercy, bhere is
none for you, your pride excludes you from pitybdirs the gate of hope against you. You sprinkde th
blood of the lamb upon the threshold and trampl& onyour arrogant self-conceit, by making youfse
out to have no need of its cleansing power. O rsgiiteous man, you make God out to be a fool, since
He gave His only-begotten Son to die, when accgrtiinyou there was no necessity for His death. In
your case at any rate there is no need of a saiify blood, no need of atonement through the $on o
God laying down His life for men. By your refusalttust in the Lord Jesus you charge God with folly
and therefore into His holy place, where His glehynes forth in its excellence, you can never come.
Many of us come most readily at this time and lay lsand upon the head of the appointed sacrifice,
even our Lord Jesus Christ, because we have siorifess, and we feel that we need a Savior, even a
Savior for the guilty. We are unworthy and undesgyvWe dare not say otherwise. The stones of the
street would cry out against us if we should say e have no sin, the beams of every chamberrin ou
house would upbraid us if we dared to assert tleatie without transgression. Our true place isdhat
sinners, we plead guilty to the dread indictmen&ofi’'s holy law, and therefore we are glad to lay o
hand upon the head of the sinner’s Savior andfgaeri

In this act there was also a confessabself-impotencelhe believer who brought the bullock did as
good as say, “I cannot of myself keep the law otlGar make atonement for my past breaches of the
commandments, neither can | hope through futureliebee to become acceptable with God, therefore |
bring this sacrifice because | myself cannot becanteptable without it.” This is a truth which yand
| must also confess if we would be partakers ofis€hand become “accepted in the Beloved.” Oh,
brethren, what can we do without Christ? | like whas said by a child in Sunday school, when the
teacher said, “You have been reading that Chriptasious: what does that mean?” The children were
quiet a little while, till at last one boy repliethather said the other day that Mother was presidor
‘whatever would we do without her?” This is a dapiexplanation of the word “precious.” You and |
can truly say of the Lord Jesus Christ that Heréxipus to us, for what would we do, what coulddee
without Him? We come and take Him now to be oursabse if He is not ours we are utterly undone. |
for one am lost forever if Jesus cannot save. Tiseire us no merit and no strength, but in the Loed
sus Christ we find both righteousness and streragiti,we accept Him this day for that reason. Bexaus
we are so deeply conscious of our own self-impaemne lean hard upon His all-sufficiency.

If you could read the text in the Hebrew you wotfitdl it runs thus, “He shall put his hand upon the
head of the burnt offering, and it shall be accggte him to make a cover for him"—to make atone-
ment for him. The word isopherin the Hebrew—a cover. Why, then, do we hide behinedLord Je-
sus; because we feel our need of something to e®/end to act as an interposition between ustend
righteous Judge of all the earth. If the Holy Ofdscael shall look upon us as we are He would ise d
pleased. But when He sees us in Christ Jesus Wellipleased for His Righteousness’ sake. When the
Lord looks this way we hide behind the veil, and #yes of the Lord behold the exceeding glories of
the veil, to wit the person of His own dear Sonj &te is so pleased with the cover that He refuses t
remember the defilement and deformity of those wiiboovers. God will never strike a soul through
the veil of His Son’s sacrifice. He accepts us heeaHe cannot but accept His Son, who has become
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our covering. With regard to God, when | am a canssinner | long to hide away from Him, and lo,
the Lord Jesus is our shield and hiding place cthesr, the sacred atonement within which we conceal
ourselves from justice. Even the all seeing ey&ad see no sin in a sinner that is hidden in Chot
what a blessing it is, dear friends, when our sefiself-impotence is so great that we have norddsi
make a show of ourselves, but on the contrary tortge out of sight, and therefore we enter intoisThr

to be hidden in Him, covered in the sacrifice whiébd has prepared. That is the second confession,
and thus we have a confession of sin and of needwring.

There was a further confessiontbé desert of punishmewhen a man brought his bullock, or his
goat, or his lamb, he put his hand on it, and aknesv that the poor creature must die he thus agkno
edged that he himself deserved death. The victihmféne dust, struggling, bleeding, dying. Théeoér
confessed that this was whatdeserved. He acknowledged that death from the Altyipand was due
to him. And oh, when a man comes to that, when he aclednels that God will be justified when He
speaks in anger, and clear when He judges and pnoee sentence in justice, when he confesses that
he cannot deliver himself, but has so sinned ates®rve to be cursed of God, and judged to feel the
horrors of the second death, then is he broughtantondition in which the great sacrifice will pee-
cious to him. Then will he lean hard upon Chrisitg avith broken heart acknowledge that the chastise-
ment which fell upon Jesus was such as he deseamédhe will wonder that he has not been called up-
on to bear it. For my own part | deserve eternatmition, but | trust in the Lord Jesus, and belignt
He was punished in my place. “The chastisementuofpeace was upon Him, and with His stripes we
are healed.” If you can thus confess sin, and pave neck to punishment, and then lay hold upon the
Lord Jesus, you are a saved man. Can your hebrtcwafess, “I am guilty, | cannot save myself.e-d
serve to be cast into the deepest hell, but | radee gesus to stand in my place”? Then be of goedrch
“Your faith has saved you: go in peace.” May th&iSpf God bless this first point!

II. Secondly, the laying on of hands meant ACCEPTANUOEe offerer by laying his hand upon the
victim’s head signified that he acknowledged thiemrfg to be for himself.

He accepted, first of althe principle and the plarFar too many kick against the idea of our being
saved by substitution or representation. Why dg tlebel against it? For my part, if God will buiagr
ciously save me in any way | will be far enoughniraaising any objection. Why should | complain of
that which is to deliver me from destruction? Iéthord does not object to the way, why should 1?
Moreover, as to this salvation by the merit of &eot | do remember that my first ruin did not cobye
myself. | am not speaking to excuse my personalsityet it is true that | was ruined before | ¢oita
ted any actual sin by the disobedience of the fliatster of the race who was my representative. Hosv
was just | do not know, but | am sure it must lggat;i or God would not so reveal it. In Adam we fell
“By one man’s disobedience many were made sinf(&si 5:19). If then, the fall began by the sin of
another, why should not our rising be caused byritiftgeousness and the atonement of another? What
says the apostle? “For if through the offense @& wrany are dead, much more the grace of God, &nd th
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Chres, dbounded unto many.” At any rate, it is notyfou
and for me to raise objections against ourselvestdfeel that if God sees that this is a propay wf
salvation, He knows best and we cheerfully accdptwie approves. Who is there among you that will
not do so? God grant that no one may hold out agaimethod of grace so simple, so sure, so availa-
ble!

But then, remember. After you have accepted the phd the way, you must not stop there, but you
must go on to accepihe sacred person whom God providigsvould have been a very foolish thing if
the offerer had stood at the altar and said, “Goardl, | accept the plan of sacrifice, be it burffeang
or sin offering, | agree thereto.” He did much mtran that, he accepted that very bullock as Hex-of
ing, and in token thereof placed his hand upohgtay you beware of resting satisfied with undamst
ing and approving the plan of salvation. | heardboé who anxiously desired to be the means of the
conversion of a young man, and one said to himu“sfay go to him, and talk to him, but you will get
him no further, for he is exceedingly well acquathtvith the plan of salvation.” When the friend aeg
to speak with the young man, he received for amvans’l am much obliged to you, but | do not know
that you can tell me much, for | have long knowd admired the plan of salvation by the substitution
ary sacrifice of Christ.” Alas, he was resting e tplan, but he had not believed in the person.plée
of salvation is most blessed, but it can avail ohimg unless we believe. What is the comfort pfan
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of a house if you do not enter the house itselfatvhthe good of a plan of clothing if you have ao
rag to cover you? Have you never heard of the Ahaéf at Cairo who was very ill and went to the mis
sionary, and the missionary said he could give &iprescription? He did so, and a week later hedoun
the Arab none the better. “Did you take my presmi®” he asked. “Yes, | ate every morsel of the pa
per.” He dreamed that he was going to be curedéylan of the medicine. He should have gone to the
chemist and had the prescription filled, and themight have worked him some good. So is it with sa
vation, it is not the plan, it is the carrying aitthat plan by the Lord Jesus in His death onhbmiralf.
The offerer laid his hands literally upon the bokoHe found something substantial there, something
which he could handle and touch, even so do weuean the real and true work of Jesus, the most sub
stantial thing under heaven. Brethren, we comén¢oLiord Jesus by faith and say, “God has provided
atonement here, and | accept it. | believe it talbact accomplished on the cross that sin waswat

by Christ, and | rest on Him.” Yes, you must geydred the acceptance of plans and doctrines tota res
ing in the divine person and finished work of thesised Lord Jesus Christ, and a casting of youeself
tirely upon Him.

[ll. But thirdly, this laying of the hand upon the shce meant not only acceptance, but also
TRANSFERENCE. The offerer had confessed his sid,lad accepted the victim then presented to be
his sacrifice, and now he mentally realizes thatduiilt is by divine appointment to pass over frigim-
self to the sacrifice. Of course this was only domgy/pe and figure at the door of the Taberndulg,in
our case the Lord Jesus Christ as a matter oélifact has borne the sin of His people. “The Lbad
made to meet on Him the iniquity of us all.” “Whastbwn self bore our sins in His own body on the
tree.” “Christ was once offered to bear the sinmahy.”

But do we by faith pass our sins from ourselve€hoist? | answer, no, in some senses,But by
faith he that accepts Christ as his Saaigrees with what the Lord did ages afmr, we read in the book
of Isaiah the prophet, “The Lord has laid on Hira thiquity of us all.” That was Jehovah’s own att i
the ages past, and it was complete when Jesus atothek great sin-bearer, and redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us. Allttansgressions of His people were laid on Himmnwhe
He poured out His soul unto death, and “was nuntber¢h the transgressors, and bore the sin of
many.” Then and there He expiated all the guilalbHis people, for He “finished transgression, mad
an end of sin, and brought in everlasting righteess.” By His death He cast the whole tremendous
load of human guilt, which was laid upon Him, ink@ depth of the sea, never to be found again. When
we believe in Him we agree to what the Lord hasedamd so we may sing—

“I lay my sins on Jesus,

The spotless Lamb of God;

He bears them all and frees us

From the accursed load.”
There are two ruling religions around us at thig, dend they mainly differ in tense. The generabreh
of mankind is‘Do,” but the religion of a true Christian‘i®one.” “It is finished” is the believer’'s con-
guering word. Christ has made atonement, and wepadcas done. So in that respect we do lay oy si
on Jesus, the holy Lamb of God, because we sdtwuble seal to that grand transaction which was the
confirming of the covenant of old.

The laying of the hand upon the head of the saeriheant transference of guilt to the victim, and
furthermore,a confidence in the efficacy of the sacriftben and there presented. The believing Jew
said, “This bullock represents to me the sacrifitech God has provided, and | rejoice in it becaitise
is the symbol of a sacrifice which does in verydleake away sin.” Brethren, there are a great numbe
of people who believe in the Lord Jesus Christraftéashion, but it is not in deed and in truthr, tleey
do not believe in the actual pardon of their owm 3ihey hope that they may one day be forgiven, but
they have no confidence that the Lord Jesus haadirput away their sin by His death. “| am a great
sinner,” says one, “therefore, | cannot be savéthh alive, did Christ die for those who are not-sin
ners? What was the need of a Savior except foessnHas Jesus actually borne sin, or has He hot? |
He has borne our sin, it is gone, if He has nohéadt, our sin will never depart. What does the&are
say? “He has made Him to be sin for us, who knewinpthat we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him.” If, then, Christ did take the sinnesm, it remains not upon the sinner that belieyes.
suredly, you my hearer, if you are a believer, carmave sin if Jesus has taken it away. You areemad
clean in the sight of God because your uncleanhasdeen washed away in the blood of the great sac-
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rifice. Can’'t you see this way of salvation? If yda see it, will you not accept it now? Do you abt
ready feel a joy springing up within your soul thfare should be such a blessed way of deliverafte?
any rate, | tell you wheredand today, | stand guilty, and without a hopengthing | have ever done
or ever hope to do, but | believe that the LordideShrist bore my sin in His own body on the teeg]

| am at this moment putting my hands on Him in $base in which the Hebrew has it, leaning with all
my weight upon Him. If Jesus cannot save me | rhasttamned, for | cannot help Him, neither can |
see anyone else who can do so much as a hand's tilnat direction. If there is not virtue enoughthe
blood of Jesus to cleanse me from all sin, themstrdie in my sins. And if there is not sufficianerit

in His righteousness to save me apart from anyteg@isness of my own, then | am a castaway, a spirit
shipwrecked on the ironbound coast of despair.|Butve no fears, for | know whom | have believed,
and | am persuaded that He is able to keep thathnhiave committed unto Him until that day. Now |
pray you, dear people of God, to lean on Jesuskeep on leaning on Him. Oh, that you who as yet do
not know Jesus may be brought to touch Him by fartti to lean upon Him by full reliance. In times of
sharp pain, or great depression of spirit, or elssas when death is near, you are forced to lomknar
you to see where your foundation is, and what i&msl believe me, there is no groundwork that aar b
the weight of a guilty conscience and a trembliogiured body, except this foundation—“the precious
blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin.” Jesuthésatonement, He is the covering He is the refimge
fact, He is our all in all.

I\V. Once more, this laying of the hand upon the heathefictim meant IDENTIFICATION. The
worshipper who laid his hand on the bullock saBe ‘pleased, O great Lord, to identify me with this
bullock, and this bullock with me. There has bedraasferring of my sin, now | beseech You let ree b
judged as being in the victim, and representecethet Now consider that which happened to the sacri
fice. The knife was unsheathed, and the victim slas. He was not merely bound, but killed, and the
man stood there and said, “That is me. That idateewhich | deserve.” The poor creature struggied,
wallowed in the sand in its dying agonies, anché worshipper was a right-minded person, and not a
mere formalist, he stood with tears in his eyes, fait in his heart, “That death is mine.” | bedegou
when you think of our blessed Lord to identify yselves with Him. See the bloody sweat trickling
down His face; that is for you. He groans, He ¢rfes you. Your sins deserved that you should sweat
great drops of blood, and Jesus sweats instead.drdes taken prisoner and scourged; see howdtie r
streams of gore flow down those blessed shouldddears the chastisement of our peace. He isdnaile
to the cross, and we are crucified with Him. By &ydHe dies, and we die in Him, “We thus judge that
if one died for all, then all died.” Believer, yaied there in Christ. When your substitute rende¢oeitie
law of God the penalty which it demanded, you \altyirendered it. “The soul that sins, it shall,tlie
and you have died, believer, you have paid the mhetite person of the Lord Jesus Christ whom by the
laying on of your hands you have accepted to be gabstitute. You know that story—it is a capital
one, well worth telling a thousand times. In theagrFrench war a person was drawn for a constnipt,
as he could not leave his family, he paid a vergvigesum for a substitute. That substitute wenh® t
war and was killed. After a time Napoleon called the rest of the conscription and the man was sum-
moned because he had been formerly drawn, butfasekto serve. He said, “No, by my substitute |
have served, and | am dead and buried. | cannotda® to serve again.” It is said that the questias
carried up to the highest court, and laid befoee Emperor himself, and the Emperor decided that the
man’s claim of exemption was a just one. He hafillad the conscription by a substitute, that sitbhst
had served for life, and could not be called umpdd more, and therefore the person for whom he was
the substitute could not further be summoned utftirconscription. This sets forth our joy and gjor
we are identified with Christ, and we are crucifwdh Him, buried with Him, and in Him raised to
newness of life. “I am crucified with Christ, netlegless | live.” “You are dead, and your life isl hwith
Christ in God.”

It ought to be remembered that we were identifigtt Christ in His passing under the wrath of God
as a sin offering. If you read in this book youliihd that the sin offering was burnt outside tteanp
as an unclean thing, and so you and | were putdsutee camp long years ago as an unclean thirgt. Th
is over now, and we are at this hour no more aaistrom the sight of God than Jesus is.

The burnt offering was consumed upon the altaa ageet savor unto God, and in this also we are
identified with Christ. We are now a sweet savaiouBod in Christ Jesus our Lord. We are accepted in
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the Beloved. We are joined unto the Lord, and tiere separating our interests from His, or Hosfr
ours. Who shall separate us from the Christ of eéoelver and ever? That is what the laying on ofdsan
upon the beast meant. | trust, dear friends, yeoe kaown all this for years, and if not, may yowtnit
now.

If the Lord will enable me, | intend to enter intee second part of my text next Lord’s-day morning
and for this time it will suffice for me to drivéis one nail home. Oh, that the Spirit of God wdlalst
ten it in a sure place in your hearts! My soul'suyeng desire is that each one of you may comees o
and lay your hands on Christ by confession, acoeptaransference, and identification. Nothing shor
of such an act will suffice to give you salvation.

Now, suppose that the Jew, who went up to thernaloke and to the altar, when he came there had
been content ttalk aboutthe sacrifice without personally placing his hamdtoTo talk of it would be a
very proper thing to do, but suppose that he hadtsall his time in merely discoursing about thanpl
of a sacrifice, the providing of a substitute, #iedding of blood, the clearance of the sinnerutiino
sacrificial death, it would have been a delighthéme, but what would have come of it? Suppose he
had talked on and on, and had gone back home wijbiming in the offering. He would have found no
ease to his conscience, he would, in fact, haves aathing by going to the house of the Lord. | am
afraid that this is what many of you have doneapdw. You are pleased to hear the gospel, you take
pleasure in the doctrine of substitution, and yoow true doctrine from the current falsehoods ef th
hour, for all of which | am very glad, but yet yate not saved because you have not taken Chi& to
your own Savior. You are like persons who might, sdye are hungry, but we admit that bread is a
very proper food for men, besides which we know tvdwait of food makes bone, and what makes mus-
cle, and what makes flesh.” They keep on talkingday long about the various qualities of food, do
they feel refreshed? No. Is their hunger gone?Idbould suppose that, if they are at all healthgijr
appetite is increased, and the more they talk atomda the more hungry they become. Why, some of
you here have been talking about the bread of Imeoreyears, and yet | am afraid you are no humgrie
than you used to be. Do go beyond talking abouts€hand learn to feed upon Christ. Come, now, let
us have done with talk, and come to deeds of fagly.hold on Jesus, who is set before you in the go
pel, otherwise, dear friend, | fear you will perishthe midst of plenty, and die unpardoned, witbrey
at your gate.

Suppose, again, that the Israelite instead &figlwith his friends had thought it wise ¢onsult
with one of the priestsMight | speak with you, sir, a little? Have yaulittle room somewhere at the
back where you could talk with me, and pray witl?irieyes,” says the priest, “what ails you?” “My sin
lies heavy upon me.” The priest replies, “You knihwat there is a sacrifice for sin, a sin offerireslat
the door, and God will accept it at your hands.t Bel says, “I beg you to explain this matter manéyf
to me.” The priest answers, “I will explain it agMas | can, but the whole of my explanation witid
in this one thing—bring a sacrifice, and over ieatl confess your sin, and let an atonement be made.
The sin offering is what God has ordained, andetioee God will receive it. Attend to His ordinance
and live, there is no other way. Fetch your offgyihwill kill it for you, and lay it on the altaand pre-
sent it to God.” Do you say to him, “I will call agp tomorrow, and have a little more talk with y@u”
Do you again and again cry, “Tomorrow”? Do you ggaia and again into the inquiry room? O sir,
what will become of you? You will perish in younsifor God has not appointed salvation by inquiry
rooms and talks with ministers, but by laying youm hand upon the sacrifice which He has appointed.
If you will have Christ, you shall be saved; if yaull not have Him, you must perish, all the talgito
you in the world cannot help you one jot if youus# your Savior. Sitting in your pew this morning,
without speaking to me or any living man or wombaxhort you to believe in Jesus. Stretch out your
withered hand, God helping you, and lay it on thadhof Christ, and say, “I believe in the meritHi$
precious blood. I look to the Lamb of God that ®lkevay the sin of the world.” Why, man, you are
saved as sure as you are alive, for he that laykahd of faith upon this sacrifice is saved thereb

But | see another Israelite, and he stands byffesing, and begingo weepand groan, and bewalil
himself. | am not sorry to see him weep, for | trus is sincerely confessing his guilt, but why sibe
not place his hand on the sacrifice? He cries ansigihs, for he is such a sinner, but he doesouzht
the offering. The victim is presented, and in ortihet it may be of any use to him, he must layhaisd
upon it, but this vital act he neglects and evdases to perform. “Ah,” he says, “l am in such totay |
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am in such deep distress,” and he begins explamitifficulty. You hunt that difficulty down, buhere

he stands, still groaning and moaning, and produamother difficulty, and yet another, world withou
end. The sacrifice is slain, but he has no paitt fior he has not laid his hand upon it, and hesgaway
with all the burden of his guilt upon him, thougtetsacrificial blood has reddened the ground orchvhi
he stood. That is what some of you do. You go alauaénting your sin, when your chief lament should
be that you have not believed on the Son of Gogbuflooked to Jesus you might dry your eyes add bi
all hopeless sorrows cease, for He gives remissiains to all penitents. Your tears can never n&amo
your sins; tears, though flowing like a river, cawver wash away the stain of guilt. Your faith magt
her hand on the head of the Lord’s sacrifice, h@ré and there only is there hope for the guilty.

“But surely,” says one, “that cannot be everythingell you it is so much everything that—

“Could your tears forever flow,

Could your zeal no respite know,

All for sin could not atone,

Christ must save, and Christ alone.”
Jesus will only save those who accept Him and désibe identified with Him. | would to God thatuo
would delay no longer, but come at once and fraebept what God has provided! | know the devil will
tempt you to look for this and to look for thattlyoray you look at nothing but the sacrifice timbe-
fore you. Lean on Jesus with all your weight.

Observe that the Israelite had to put his hanchgpaictim which was not slain as yet, but wasekill
afterwards. This was to remind him that the Messval not yet come. But you, beloved, have to trust
in a Christ who has come, who has lived, who had,dvho has finished the work of salvation, who has
gone up into the glory, and who ever lives to miakercession for transgressors. Will you trust Him
will you not? | cannot waste words; | must coméhe point. John Bunyan says that one Sunday when
he was playing the game of tip-cat on Elstow Gresnhe was about to strike the cat with the shek,
seemed to hear a voice saying to him, “Will yow&egour sins and go to heaven, or will you keepryou
sins and go to hell?” This morning the voice froeahen sounds forth this question, “Will you trust i
Christ and go to heaven, or will you keep apanmfidim and go to hell, for there you must go unless
Jesus becomes your Mediator and your atoning sacriVill you have Christ or not?” | hear you say,
“But” —O that | could thrust your “buts” aside. Will ydwave Christ or not?Oh, but”—No, your
“buts” ought to be thrown into limbo; | fear theylMbe your ruin. Will you trust Christ or not? your
answer is, “l trust Him with all my heart,” thenwyare saved. | say not yshall be saved, but yoare
saved. “He that believes in Hihaseverlasting life.” You know how our dear friend, Mill, put it the
other night at the prayer meeting. “He that belgeeweHim has everlasting life.” “H-A-S"—that spelis
“Got it.” Very good spelling too. If you believe in the Latdsus Christ you have eternal life in present
possession. Go your way and sing for joy of hdstause the Lord has loved you. Mind you keep on
singing until you join the choristers before theratl throne. The Lord save every person that sleaf
or read this sermon, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—PSALM 51,LEVTICUS 1:1-9.
HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—395, 555, 51 (PART 2).
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