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“l write unto you, fathers, because you have knowiim that is from the beginning.”. . . “I have wrign unto
you, fathers, because you have known Him that isrfr the beginning.”
1 John 2:13, 14.

OBSERVE the difference in the two verses, Johrt 8egy/s, “I write,” and then, “I have written.”
When in two former discourses | preached upon #levied apostle’s address to the young men and the
children[Sermon #1711-A Sermon to the Lord’s Little Childreand Sermon #1715A-Description of Young Men in
Christ, | gave you as full an interpretation of this diffiece as | could command, and | need not now re-
peat it. Certain additional thoughts occur to mbich | will give you, that the matter may be stikear-
er. The apostle John says, “I write,” and by and“bizave written,” this shows, | thinkhe importance
of his subjectlf he has already written upon it, he must thintoibe a very necessary and valuable truth
if he writes upon it yet again. A man does not disse repeatedly upon the same subject if he iara m
full of matter, as this inspired writer was, unldss feels that it is necessary that he return agath
again to his subject until he has impressed it upenminds of his audience. Hence the apostle tis no
ashamed to say in effect—"I write this, though ymed not remind me that | have written it befooe, f
| feel it to be wise so long as | am in this talaaie to put you in remembrance of what | have sait
you.” Nails which are important to a structure mbst driven in with diligence. Foundation stones
should be laid with scrupulous care, and truth,clvhs fundamental, should be repeated by the teache
till the disciple has learned it beyond all fearewkr forgetting it.

This form of speech also revedie unchanging conviction of the writavho, having written once
is glad to write the same things again. This shawsind made up and decided, from which proceeds
consistent testimony. In these fickle times cert#imur public teachers must feel unable to sagnyf
one subject, “I write,” and “I have written,” foebore the ink is dry they have need to blot outwthay
have put on paper, and to write an amended verdidneir religious ideas. Scarcely for a month at a
stretch do these loose thinkers abide in one ptheg; are such wandering stars that no chart cedd
mark their position for three weeks together. Thaght say, “I write, but bless you, dear peopldpl
not know what | wrote six months ago. Very probatoly former opinion is not now true, for all things
are flowing on, and my head is swimming with thetré am a man of progress, forever learning, and
never coming to the knowledge of the truth. Blot what | wrote a year ago, and read with care what
write today.” To which we reply—“Dear sir, we cartirtake much notice of what you write now, be-
cause in all probability in another week or two yeill retract it all, or improve it from off the & of
the earth. Neither shall we pay much attentionai then, for you will probably be on the move asrso
as ever you have said your say. We decline to leduat we shall have to unlearn. We will wait in our
present knowledge until you have reached sometbamntain for yourself. Perhaps in 20 years’ time,
when you have pitched your gypsy tent, it may betkvour while to hear where it is, but we do not
commit ourselves even to that promise, for as tgness you are now making is into deeper darkness,
you will probably end in sevenfold night.”

| rejoice, dear friends, in the solidness of thei§tian’s faith. | know nothing of improvementsdan
growths in the gospel of the Lord Jesus, whichsaramed up in these words, “Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and today, and forever.” | believe tAatl the Holy Spirit has given us in the Scriptuaes
perfect and entire revelation which is to be reediby all Christians without addition or diminutidn
do not believe that apostles, martyrs, confessmd teachers have been living for these 1,900 ygars
on lies. | prefer the faith of saints in glory teetdaydreams of those whippersnappers who nowadays
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claim to lead us by their “thought.” Our mind istrof David when he said, “I hate vain thoughts.&lw
says the Scripture, “The Lord knows the thoughtsnah that they are vanity.” If it is a question of
thinking we can think as well as they can, andtboughts about the modern theology are full of sor-
rowful contempt. Perhaps the doctrine is new, tlhoergen this we doubt. But if it is new it is noey

for the truth must necessarily be as old as thdasteng hills. We observe that the word “meditatics
now seldom used, and “thought” is the modern idott so, we meditate on revealed truth, but this no
tion of thoughtsets aside truth, and sets up mere fancy. Weegafuke of this vagrant party of thinkers.
We are of the settled race of believers. We can-selyat we have written, we still write, what we have
preached, we still preach, for inasmuch as we pagached that which is revealed in Holy Scripttwe,
that truth we stand and shall stand, God helpindfuse live a thousand years, at the close of Wi
shall have nothing more, nor less to say thaniiesl f immutable, eternal truth of God. We hoperte u
derstand the truth better, but we shall never discbetter truth.

“l write,” and “I have written,” also indicatdhe abiding need of meithey require the same teach-
ing from time to time. | suppose that John allutekis gospel when he says, “I have written,” and/n
a little later, he writes his Epistle and sayswtlte™—qgiving in each case the same teaching. Me's
tures are still the same, men’s spiritual conflietgl dangers are still the same, and thereforedahe
truth is suitable, not only from day to day, budrfr century to century. There is but one food farl so
hunger, and but one help in spiritual danger. The teacher always comes to men with the same truth
because men continue to have the same dangerssitese sorrows, and hopes. The fathers who need-
ed that John should previously write to them, stdeded that he should write to them the selfsame
thing. Though they may have grown more fatherlgythave not outgrown apostolic teaching. The for-
mer truth is good for our latter days. Many yeass,avhen some of us were mere boys, we listened to
the gospel of Jesus, and our heart leaped as weeeabit. It was the life and joy of our spirit,canow
today, after having advanced far in the divine, lifewe hear one of those simple sermons that first
brought us to Christ, concerning the precious blobdesus and child-like faith in Him, it suits qgite
as well as in those early days. | have noticed wetiard to well-grown Christian people, that when |
have given a purely evangelical discourse, mealytfon sinners, and not at all designed for thefyedi
ing and comforting of full-aged saints, they hauek®d it in with as much delight as if they wererth
selves newly converted. After all, though you amald not now fed upon milk, yet a drink of milksitl|
most refreshing. Though we can now digest the sokdt of the kingdom, yet the children’s bread has
lost none of its relish in our esteem. The elemgritaiths are still sweet to our hearts, yes, seretian
they ever were. Though we have advanced to theshigburses of the edifice of holy knowledge, yet
we never cease to look with intense delight upaséhfoundation truths which concern our Lord Jesus.
We cleave with full purpose of heart to Him of whtime Lord God has said, “Behold, | lay in Zion &or
foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious csitoree, a sure foundation.” Jesus remains to extel
precious,” and we know it will be so with us tifid’'s last hour.

From this text | am to preach principally to tlaghiers, but as the church has not many fatherayl m
be supposed to have a slender audience, but geisthardly so, since | hope and trust that tha afe
the sermon’s influence will include young men, you, my brethren, aspire to reach the front rank, a
to be numbered among the fathers. Even to you wdtde children, the text has its word of instru
tion, for you will be glad to hear what the fath&reow, since you hope before long to know the same.
The life of God is so much the same in all stagpas the word which is profitable to fathers hassa u
for babies, and that which is spoken to little d@reh has a voice in it for young men. May God tlodyH
Spirit bless this word to the hearts of all His jpled

Concerning the fathers, | am going to inquire ¢httengs this morning. Firstyho are they2-“You
fathers.” Secondlywhat is their peculiar characteristie2“You have known Him that is from the be-
ginning.” And thirdly,what is the message to them™ have written unto you, fathers.” What is it tha
John has written to fathers in the church of God?

l. First, WHO ARE THE FATHERS?

We usually associate that idea somewhat with doget we must take care that we do not make a mis-
take here, because age in grace, albeit that itroraparallel with age in nature in many casessdus
always do so. In the church of God there are abidvho are seventy years old. Yes, little chilcies
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playing all the infirmities of declining years. it not a pleasant sight to see grey-headed balséd,
must confess | have seen such, and | have evendbagrhat | could dare to go the length of hoping
that they were babies in Christ. One would not tiksay of a man of eighty that he had scarcelyh@ut
wisdom teeth, and yet there are such, scarcelpfoile nurse’s arms at sixty years of age, neeplisig

as much care and comfort as sucklings at the br@asthe other hand, there are fathers in the thoic
God, wise, stable, instructed, who, are compargtiyeung men. The Lord can cause His people to
grow rapidly, and far outstrip their years. Davilalad was more of a father in God than Eli indiis
age. Growth in grace is not a time growth. In edématters, years count for little. The Lord gi\semh-
tlety to the simple, and to the young men knowlealge discretion. Solomon was wise while yet young,
in some respects wiser than when he was old. Souhy have been like Joseph, men with God before
they were men among men. Joseph, we are told itrauslation, was more loved by Jacob than any of
his brethren, “because he was the son of his ad’ ddnis can hardly be a correct rendering, for jBen
min, who was born 16 years later, was far moretledtio be called so. Another interpretation, which
seems to me more correct, signifies that heavesn of the eldergnd implies that while he was a child
he was an associate of elderly persons, and waselias thoughtful, serious, and well-instructedoas

be an elderly child, a child-man, full of unusuakeom and prudence. Josephs are still sent into the
church now and then, and the Lord greatly blesssspElople by their means. Oh, for more of them!
From their early youth they have a discernment of'& Word, and a quickness of apprehension won-
derful to notice. More than that, | have even obséra depth of experience within a very short time
granted to certain young believers, so that thabgly were but youths in age they were fathers etypi
Nevertheless, as a usual thing, it is to be expetttat advancement in grace should be accompanied
with advancement in years. And it is so often s the are known to call those who are fit to loftkra

the souls of others “the elders of the church,”metessarily because they are old men, but bethege
are instructed in the things of God. These ardatieers, then, men who have aged in grace, have com
to the full development of their spiritual manhoadd have been confirmed in that development by the
test of time and trials. Believers when they havehe course of years shown themselves able both to
labor and to suffer are fitly ranked among fath&#hy do we call the early writers the fathers of th
church? Not, | think, because we owe more to ttegiching than to those of a later period, but begau
they were the first men, the pioneers, the vanguard so the fathers of the church. The first aartl-e

est members of a church will become fathers intduae if they continue in the faith, grounded ant se
tled. Their years of persevering holiness entitiem to respect. Paul mentions with honor certam pe
sons, saying, “Who also were in Christ before ni&é&re is an honor in having been a soldier of Chris
for a long time. It was no small praise of His des when Jesus said of them, “You have been with
Me from the beginning.” With the idea of fathers s@far associate that of age that we hope andcexpe
that believers who have been in Christ long havié iearned their lesson, and have come to a fulines
of growth in the things of God. Judge, Christiaptbren, whether you can rank yourselves among the
fathers, and if you are not able to do so, yetgpmsvard towards it. | boldly say that in this attur
there is a larger proportion of this class of Gaiss than | have ever seen elsewhere, and forl this
thank God with all my heart, for they are of thenast service to our host.

“Fathers,” again, arpersons of maturitynen who are not raw and green, not fresh recrurtac-
customed to march or fight, but old legionaries Wiawve used their swords on others, and are them-
selves scarred with wounds received in confliceS¢hmen know what they know, for they have thought
over the gospel, studied it, considered it, andritaso considered it have embraced it with fulengity
of conviction. Usually we mean by “fathers” men wieve become developed in grace, mature in char-
acter, decided in conviction, clear in statement accurate in judgment. These can discern between
things that differ, and are not deceived by thdgsophies which allure the ignorant. They know the
voice of the Shepherd, and a stranger they willfalbdw. The younger folk may be bewitched so that
they do not obey the truth, but these are not fiased by error. New converts in their difficultiesort
to these fathers, for doubts which bewilder theimegy are simplicity itself to those who are taught
the Lord. These are the watchmen on the walls védteal where insidious doubt is creeping in, where
deadly error under the guise of the truth is siyhgdermining the faith of the church. To that end th
Lord has instructed them and given them to have genses exercised to discern between good and
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evil. Among them are men who have understandinfg®times to know what Israel ought to do. If you
are such fathers, dear brethren, | rejoice in yoyou are not such as yet, aspire to this emineand
pray the Lord that you may not be long before yoiva at the ripeness and sweetness which belong to
mellow Christians who are prepared for the gregathering.

“Fathers,” again, arenen of stability and strengthf. burglars are planning to attack a house they
care little about the children, and make small aotmf the boys. But if fatherly men are about, the
thieves are not eager for an encounter. Even theistch-deceiver has hope of injuring the church by
deceiving the little children and the young mert, the stalwart men of God, who walk in the midst of
the household, looked up to by everybody, are aaeadily blown to and fro. As the Spartans pointed
to their citizens as the real walls of Sparta, soa point to these substantial men, as under Ged t
bronze walls and bulwarks of the church. Men, wieoveell taught, confirmed, experienced, and trained
by the Spirit of God are pillars in the house of @od. It may be said of each of them, “He keeps-hi
self so that the evil one touches him not.” Thesemen at arms, who know how to wear the armor
which God has provided, and to use the sword ofghiat, which is the Word of God. These are men of
strong faith and firm convictions, men of decisiand courage, men of prudent action, in no hurry
through fear, and under no excitement through fatgee. These are not men that retract, or shudfle,
evade, but witnesses who are faithful and trueantnpg confidence to the feebler sort by their cdien
fiance of the foe. Oh, that all Christians woul@wrinto such solid saints. Many light, frothy, ctyaf
minds come into the church, and give us untoldii®uo keep them right, and infinitely more trouble
because they will not be kept right. Oh, for morennof such a sort that if the whole world went wyon
they would still abide by the right. Men, who cabbe carried away by superstition, let it adorelfts
with all the beauties of art. Men, who cannot benbadown by skepticism either, let it flaunt aleth
pomp of its pretended culture and wisdom. Thedeefatknow and are sure, and have learned to be on
their own accounts determined and unyielding, faytwill not stir beyond “It is written,” nor tempt
eternal ruin by building upon the shifting quickdasf the hour. At this moment there is large nemsd f
an army of invincibles. Be you steadfast, unmovadnhel always abounding in the work of the Lord.

But there is something more than this in Christetherhood. The fathers of the church are men of
heart whonaturally care for the souls of otherlt is upon the father that the weight of the hehad
falls, he goes forth in the morning to his dailipda, and he returns at night with the fruit of tog for
the support of the household. It is not for himsetit he lives, but for that dear family which eglgered
about him. He is not wholly comprised within hisropwersonal self, for he lives in the entire house;
lives especially in his children. Their suffering their need would be his suffering and his need. H
heart has grown larger than when he was a child ywyung man, for now his heart beats in that entire
household, of which he is the life. It is a grahthty when Christian men and Christian women come to
this, that they are not perpetually thinking ofitlevn salvation, and of their own souls being tedier
the ministry, but they care most of all for thoseonare weak and feeble in the church. During aiserv
their thoughts go out for those assembled. Thewaxeus as to how that stranger may be impresged b
the sermon, how yonder anxious spirit may be cotaforhow a backsliding brother may be restored,
how one who is growing somewhat cold may be revivdus paternal care betokens a true father in the
church. May the Lord multiply among us those whel fié to be their lifework to feed the flock of
Christ.

Having this care upon him the fattmmes to be tendelHe partakes somewhat of the tenderness of
a mother, and thus is called a nursing father.ug father, such as fathers should be, has a téovker
for all the little ones. He would not hurt them. tNiog would be more painful to him than to grieve
them; on the contrary, he studies to give themsples and lays himself out for their good. It igraat
blessing to the church when the leading spiritsl@vang, not rough and uncouth, domineering or hec-
toring, but gentle and Christ-like. Oh, my brothevbo take the lead, let us bear and forbear, andip
with a thousand trying things from our Master’sldfen whom He has committed to our care. Let us
make ourselves the servants of all. Is not theefatine laborer for the children? Does he not layarp
them? Is not his superiority best seen by his danoge for the family than anybody else? This is how
Christians grow great, by making themselves graabful to others. If you are the slave of all,lvwg
to do anything so that you can but help them, aalenthem happy and holy, this is to be a fathdinén
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church of God. Sympathetic care and hearty tendsraee gifts of the Holy Spirit, and will bring yau
happiness which will richly compensate you for ypams.

Not yet have | quite reached the full meaning @dther, for the father ihe author, under God, of
the being of his childremand happy is a church that has many in it who pmgtsal parents in Zion,
through having brought sinners to Christ. Happytaeemen by whose words, and acts, and spirit, and
prayers, and tears, men have been begotten untah@adyh Jesus Christ our Lord. What an honor it is
to be such a father! Some of us have been filled this joy till it has well-nigh broken our headgen
to think of it, for the Lord has fulfilled to usetpromise which He made to Abraham when He bade him
lift up his eyes to the stars and said, “So shallryseed be.” This cannot fall to the lot of allif In the
church of God every man should pray that he maybeobarren or unfruitful. May we all be soul-
winners, not the minister alone, not the Sundayskteachers alone, but each one without exception!
Why should not each saint bring someone to the Ueslis? At least, by our united prayers and godly
living, by our united testimony and fidelity, les labor for the increase of Messiah’s kingdom.ridha
think we can put anyone among the fathers untitdseewon some heart for Jesus.

Thus | have described the fathers. They are nesr numerous—they are never as numerous as
they ought to be. Paul says, “Yet have you not miatlyers.” But wherever they are, they are the
strength of the church. | have seen in the armymaber of veterans marching in front, an ornameadt an
an honor to the whole company. Your short-serviem mome and go, but these tried men stick to the
colors, and are the backbone of the regimenttdugh bit of fighting has to be done, you must nagby
on such as these. Like Napoleon’s Old Guard, tleeymat be shaken or driven back; the smell of gun-
powder does not alarm them, or the whistling of shet, nor the roar of the artillery, they havensee
such things before. They can also bide their tinewwait, which is a great thing in a soldier. Antdem
at last they are bidden to charge, they leap lislon their prey, and the enemy is driven befoe.
Such men we have in the church of God, and suchesd, men that are not flattered by opposition, nor
made to lose their heads by excitement. They believGod, and if others doubt, they are not infécte
by their folly. They know; they are certain; thegvie put their feet down, and will not move fromithe
persuasion. When the time comes for action, theyeady for it, and throw their whole weight sortea
ily into the war that every charge advances. Goutl s6s more regiments of these in this evil day and
preserve to us such as we have!

II. Secondly. WHAT IS THE PROMINENT CHARACTERISTIC OF PATHER IN CHRIST?
Read the text. “I write unto you, fathers, becayse have known Him that is from the beginningg
repeats the expression without alteration.

Observe, herghe concentration of their knowledgBwice he says “You have known Him that is
from the beginning.” Now, a babe in grace knowsntyethings, a young man in Christ knows 10
things, but a father in Christ knows one thing, #mat one thing he knows thoroughly. It is veryunat
for us at first to divide our little stream into marivulets, but as we grow grey in grace, we pioal
into one channel, and then it runs with a forcecigiht for our lifework. | trust | know many doates,
many precepts and many teachings, but more and mpienowledge gathers about my Lord, even as
the bees swarm around their queen. May it comkisontith us all—“1 determined not to know anything
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucifieday Mll our knowledge be focused as with a burning
glass upon this one point. May the adorable peo$dtim, which was from the beginning, fill the emti
horizon of our thought. Oh, to have one heart, @ye for our one Lord and for Him alone.

Note, nextthe peculiarity of their knowledge as to its objeetthey know “Him that was from the
beginning.” Do not the babes in Christ know thed_desus? Yes, they do, but they do not know Him in
His full character. They know Him as having forgiviheir sins and that is much, but it is not akhnY
der is the blessed Christ, and I, a poor sinnek to Him just as He comes to me, and | am lighdene
and become one of His little children. Yes, andl g®w and become a young man, | approach nearer to
Jesus, and get another view of Him, for | overcdaheeWicked One even as He did. And thus | stand
side by side with Him in the conflict. But if | carto be a father, | enter into fellowship with dreat
Father Himself, for it is union with God the Fatlleat makes a man a father in God. Then we dd, as i
were, not only look toward Jesus as coming to sauewe look on Christ from the Father’s point of
view. The sinner sees Jesus coming to him, buE#teer sees Jesus as sent from Him. When we grow
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in grace we, in our measure, see Jesus from God$ @f view, that is to say, we see Him as “Himtth
was from the beginning,” and in due time was mastéfe to take away sin. “These are ancient things,”
says one. Just so, but fathers are also, anciemtame: the deep things of God are suitable to thzam.
lievers see Christ in a fashion similar to theimowscarcely need allude to that which | haverofteen-
tioned to you, that every man in the Old Testanvemb saw the Lord saw Him in a character like his
own. Abraham, the pilgrim, saw Christ as a pilgritacob, the struggler, saw the covenant angel wres-
tling with him through the night. Moses, the regmstive of a people tried as by fire and yet canti
ing, saw the Lord as a burning bush. Joshua, tha@avarrior, saw the captain of the Lord’s hostaa
man with a sword drawn in His hand. The three lbijdren saw the Son of God in the burning, fiery,
furnace, even as they were themselves. When yantea father in Christ, you see Christ from the Fa-
ther’s point of view, not as newly come to savd,dsi“from the beginning” the Savior of men.

The father in grace rejoices to behold the Losldeas God. He beholds the glory of His adorable
person as forever with the Father before the eagf He knows that without Him was not anything
made that was made, and therefore beholds Himsasofang everything upon the anvil of His power.
He knows that “His goings forth was of old, fromeesting,” and he delights to see Him planning the
salvation of His chosen in the beginning. A glogaight it is. The grown believer meditates upaa th
covenant—the settlements of grace in the old dterRioor babes in Christ are frequently stumbled by
the mysterious truths of God—high doctrine they itaBut when a man grows to be a father, he loves
covenant truth, and feeds on it. It is one marldfanced grace that the sublime truths which concer
eternity are increasingly valued. In gracious matuhe Christian sees the blessed persons of iied®
Trinity entering into a compact for the salvatidnneen. And he sees the Son of God Himself from the
beginning acting as the representative of His ghaad taking upon Himself to answer on their betalf
the Father. He sees the Eternal Son then and bleeming the sponsor and the surety for His chosen,
engaging to pay their debt and make recompendeetmjured justice of God on account of their sins.
He sees that covenant even from of old ordered thiags and sure in the hands of Him that wasnfro
the beginning.

There is one point that the father in Christ debgto think upon, namely, that the coming of Ghris
into the world was not an expedient adopted aftenrsavoidable and unforeseen disaster in ordez-to r
trieve the honor of God. But he understands thaithole scheme of events was planned in the purpose
of divine wisdom for the glorifying of Christ, sbdt from the beginning it was part of Jehovah’sipla
that Jesus should take upon Himself human nataceshould manifest in that nature all the attribude
the Father. It was the original plan that the ineé& God should reveal infinite grace and boundtess
by laying down His life for sinners, “the Just ttve unjust, that He might bring us to God.” The ¥nl
begotten Son is not introduced into the divine ecoy as an afterthought, but the whole arrangensent i
shaped with an eye to Him who was before all thimgsl for whom all things were created. It pleased
the Father that He should lift up creation by ungtthe creature and the Creator in one personthaatd
He should ennoble our nature, which is a combinatibthe spiritual and the material, by assuming a
body, and bearing that body to the throne of Godn#&chless plan, by which the redeemed are enno-
bled and God Himself is glorified! Oh, fathersydu have ever seen this, | know that you will saye
preacher does not describe the half of it.” Nogdbes not, he wishes that he could, but neither tiore
ability is present with him. Still, | delight in ¢heverlasting glories of the Lord Jesus, who washfthe
beginning. Greatly dear to my own heart are theefctinings of the ancient mountains, and for the- pr
cious things of the lasting hills.” | believe in nhyprd Jesus Christ as second to none, but as thg Ki
and Lord from the beginning, who, though He wapikesl and rejected of men, yet still is God over al
blessed forever, and will be so forever and eveoufh “the heathen rage and the people imagine a
vain thing,” Jehovah has set His Son as King up@nhdly hill of Zion, and God’s decree shall stand.
He that is Alpha shall be Omega; He that is from lbleginning shall be to the end King of kings and
Lord of lords. My heart cries, “Hallelujah.” Oh, ydathers, cry “Hallelujah” with me!

Yes, but | want to notice again, tithis knowledge is in itself specialhe knowledge itself is re-
markable as well as the object of the knowledgeauYiaveknownHim.” A dear servant of Christ on
this platform the other evening sat beside me. élertged to quite another part of the church of &€hri
but he said to me of such-and-such a person, “Ymwk dear brother, he is one that knows the Lord.
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He is not merely a Christian, but he knows our Lofdu and | know what that means; do we not?” |
could only look at him with a deep look of lovingmeciation. Yes, we do know the Lord as a living,
bright reality, a daily friend, counselor and comijom. True fathers in grace meditate upon ChrikeyT
feed upon Scripture, press the juice of it, andardly enjoy the flavor of it. People say they have
sweet tooth. It is a good thing to have a sweethtéar the Lord Jesus Christ. They not only know th
Lord by much meditation upon Him, but they know Hiay actual communion, they walk with Him,
they talk with Him. Such saints are more with Chtisan with anyone else, to no one do they tell so
much as they have told Him, and no one has evertih@m as much as Jesus tells them, for “the secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him; and He véalow them His covenant.” Ask them, “Who is your
nearest friend?” and they will reply, “The Well-beéd is my next of kin, my dearest companion.” They
know the Lord by communion, and they have comentowk Him now by having an intense sympathy
with Him. They feel as Jesus does about mattetssarthey know Him. His tender pity for sinnersssti
their hearts, not in the same degree, but yekenrfianner according to their measure. They ofteha®

if they could die for sinners. One of these fathea®l, “I could wish myself accursed from Christ; f
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.éyftook upon matters not from man’s standpoint,
but from Christ’s point of view, and therefore theyderstand much of the Lord’s ways which before
were dark to them. He who very deeply sympathiz#is man knows him well. Learning by faith to
sit still and believingly wait on the event, thdathers calmly expect that all things will work &iber

for good to them, and therefore they understanduttigoken serenity of the heart of Jesus, and know
Him in His joys as well as in His sorrows. Suchgaiknow what it is to weep over the city with Jgsu
and to rejoice over returning sinners with the g&bepherd. Yes, they know what it is to sit dowthwi
Him on His throne, waiting till His enemies are raadis footstool. They are calm with Jesus, for they
have drunk in the meaning of the text, “He musgmei Yes, He must reign. He must reign till all His
enemies shall be under His feet. This knowing Hiat is from the beginning is the chief characterist
of the father in Christ.

lll. Thirdly, dear friends, WHAT IS THE MESSAGE TO THEAFHERS? | would indicate that
message very briefly, by referring you to the cghtdohn has been saying to you, dear fathersjrand
deed to all of us who are in Christ, that we shdoleé one anotherf you are truly fathers you cannot
help loving all the family. The fatherly instinc love, and fathers in Christ should be full to bnem
with it. Little ones should be induced by our layispirit to come around us, feeling that if nobadlse
loves them we do, if nobody else cares for themdwe have known a father in Christ to whom a con-
vert would speak much more readily than he wouldisoown earthly father or mother. | suppose they
see an invitation in the faces of these fathed hot quite know how they discover it, but somehow
converts feel that such a one is a man whom theldadress, or a woman whom they could talk with.
These fathers and mothers in Israel are full oéJand their speech betrays the fact. | know some m
who are like great harbors for ships, a soul tosg&dtempest makes for them as for a harbor. Brepk
hearts say, “Oh, that | could tell him my troubded get his prayers.” May you and | be just suah pe
sons, and may the Holy Spirit use us for the gdasliofellows.

The next message immediately succeeds the“texte not the world neither the things that are in
the world.” Oh, dear fathers, you must not love wweld, for it passes away, and this is especitallg
of you. If any Christian man might love the woréhd | hope none will do so, certainly the fatheesym
not. You know so much of Christ that you may wealsplise the world, and you are so soon going home
that you ought to set little store by these flegtimings. You have all the marks of what they daltlin-
ing years—I call them ascending years. You willrsbe gone from the world and its changing vanities,
therefore do not set your love on earthly treasuredd wealth with a loose hand. Be ready to depart
for depart you soon will. Before the morning wat@u may be gone to your Father’'s house on high.
“Love not the world.”

Another duty of fathers is also mentioned hereil§hey are not to love the world, they must take
care that thego not fall victims to any of the lusts of thisgert evil worldsuch as the lust of the flesh.
Can fathers ever fall that way? Ah me, we havepiak very solemnly and admit that the most ad-
vanced saint still needs to be warned againstustedf the flesh, the indulgence of appetites wlsich
readily lead men to sin. Then there is the lughefeye. David fell into that when he repined beeaof
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the prosperity of the wicked, and was obliged tofess, “So foolish was |, and ignorant.” He looled
the prosperous wicked till he began to fret abbaett. That lust of the eyes, in desiring more fauryo
self and envying those that have more—never leapipen to a father. And the pride of life—thatghir
ing to be thought respectable, that emulation bé, that struggling after honor and such like-s-thi
must not be in a father. You are men, and musawaty childish things. My dear and honored brethren,
fall not prey to vanities, these toys are for thédren of the world, not for you who are so neathe
glory of the Lord. You are grown ripe in grace, amifl soon enter heaven, live accordingly. Let all
earthly things lay like babies’ baubles beneathr yeet, while you rise to the manhood of your soul.
The next exhortation to the fathers is that tHeyuéd watch for, says the apostle, “You have heard
that antichrist shall come, even now are there naatichrists.” Oh, valiant fathers, keep watch and
ward. | marvel much that members of churches aigréiee choice of ministers who are not sound in the
faith, no, who do not seem to have any faith atkédiw does this come about? We used to have in our
Baptist churches substantial men who would as $@we stood against Satan at their own table as an
unsound preacher in the pulpit. There used to t@gany in the north of Scotland called “The Men.”
Why, if heresy had been preached before them, waayd have been as provoked as Jenny Geddes
when she threw her folding stool at the head ofpiteacher. They would not have endured these mod-
ern heresies as the present effeminate generatiemduring them. Let the new theologians havetiber
to preach what they like on their own ground, battin our pulpits. Alas! The leading members in nan
churches are Christians without backbones; sofingy, snails | would call them, only they have that
consistency of a snail’'s shell. They are readywallew any mortal thing if the preacher seems aleve
and eloquent. Cleverness and eloquence—away wath torever! If it is not the truth of God, the more
cleverly and eloquently it is preached the more ke it is. We must have the truth and nothing but
the truth, and | charge the fathers in Christ akroEngland and America to see to this. Get to your
watchtower and guard the flock, lest the sheepeséralyed while they are asleep.
Lastly, it is the duty of the fathers poepare for the coming of the Lordow beautifully it is put in
the 28" verse, “Abide in Him; that when He shall appeag, may have confidence, and not be ashamed
before Him at His coming.” It is addressed to ydufar you are all little children, but it is esgally
incumbent upon those of you who are fathers. Awallegour faculties! Watch for the coming of the
Lord, and keep your loins well girded. Jesus mayedoday; this Sabbath may be the last Sabbath of
this dispensation. Yet He may not come for 10,08@ry for anything | know. Therefore weary not if
you wait through a long night. Say not that He geldis coming, for He will return at the day apgein
ed. Only let us hold fast that which we have reegj\and stand waiting for the midnight cry. He will
come, He will not tarry, therefore go forth to méektn—
“Hold the fort, for | am coming,
Jesus signals still!
Wave the answer back to heaven,
By Your grace we will.”

Amen.
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