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“Who has called us unto His eternal glory.”
1 Peter 5:10.

A FORTNIGHT ago, when | was only able to creephe front of this platform, | spoke to you con-
cerning the future of our mortal bodigermon #1719-Fhe Tent Dissolved and the Mansion EntgrédVe know
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle wassalved, we have a building of God, a house natena
with hands, eternal in the heavens.” On the nekb&#n[Sermon #1720-Christ in Yoy, we went a step fur-
ther and we did not preach so much about the msion of the body as upon the hope of glory far ou
entire nature, our text being, “Christ in you, tiepe of glory.” Thus we have passed through therout
court, and have trod the hallowed floor of the HBlace. And now we are the more prepared to enter
within the veil, and to gaze a while upon the glatyich awaits us. We shall say a little—and oh, how
little it will be—upon that glory of which we haws® sure a prospect, that glory which is preparedigo
in Christ Jesus, and of which He is the hope! ypghat our eyes may be strengthened that we may see
the heavenly light, and that our ears may be opemédar sweet voices from the better land. Asifer
| cannot say that | will speak of the glory, buwill try to stammer about it, for the best langudge
which a man can reach concerning glory must be r@ stammering. Paul did but see a little of itdor
short time, and he confessed that he heard thivegsttwas not lawful for a man to utter. And | ¢hdu
not that he felt utterly astonished as to desowhat he had seen. Though a great master of language
yet for once he was overpowered. The grandeursoff@me made him silent. As for us, what can we
do, where even Paul breaks down? Pray, dear frigmadshe Spirit of glory may rest upon you, tha H
may open your eyes to see as much as can at pteseeen of the heritage of the saints. We are told
that “eye has not seen, neither has ear hearthendiave entered into the heart of man, the thivigsh
God has prepared for them that love Him.” Yet the leas seen wonderful things. There are sun-
rises and sunsets, Alpine glories and ocean mawatsh, once seen, cling to our memories throughout
life. Yet, even when nature is at her best, sheatgive us an idea of the supernatural glory witcid
has prepared for His people. The ear has heard f.\memonies. Have we not enjoyed music which has
thrilled us? Have we not listened to speech whiah $eemed to make our hearts dance within us? And
yet no melody of harp or charm of oratory can ea&e us to a conception of the glory which God has
laid up for them that love Him. As for the heartroén, what strange things have entered it! Men have
exhibited fair fictions, woven in the loom of fanayhich have made the eyes sparkle with their leaut
and brightness. Imagination has reveled and rimtét$ own fantastic creations, roaming among id&an
of silver and mountains of gold, or swimming in Sed wine and rivers of milk. But imagination has
never been able to open the gate of pearl whictsshithe city of our God. No, it has not yet eater
the heart of man. Yet the text goes on to say, ‘Bathas revealed it unto us by His Spirit.” So that
heaven is not an utterly unknown region, not altogean inner brightness shut in with walls of impe
trable darkness. God has revealed joys which Hephgsared for His beloved. But mark you, even
though they are revealed of the Spirit, yet it ®aommon unveiling, and the reason that it is made
known at all is ascribed to the fact that “the Bearches all things, yes, the deep things of. Géd
we see that the glory which awaits the saintsng&ed among the deep things of God, and He thatavoul
speak thereof after the manner of the oracles af @ast have much heavenly teaching. It is easy to
chatter according to human fancy, but if we wowdtoiv the sure teaching of the Word of God, we
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shall have need to be taught of the Holy Spirithaut whose anointing the deep things of God mast b
hidden from us. Pray that we may be under thahiagavhile we dwell upon this theme.

There are three questions which we will answes thorning. The first isyhat is the destiny of the
saints?—Eternal glory,” says the text. Secondlyherein does this glory consist3aid we would an-
swer the questions, but this is not to be answ#risdside the pearl gate. Thirdiywhat should be the
influence of this prospect upon our heari&/hat manner of people ought we to be whose destiny
eternal glory? How should we live who are to lieeelver in the glory of the Most High?

|. First, WHAT, THEN, IS THE DESTINY OF THE SAINTS? Otext tells us that God has “called
us untoHis eternal glory.”“Glory!” Does not the very word astound you? “GlrSurely that belongs
to God alone! Yet the Scripture says, “glory,” ajidry it must mean, for it never exaggerates. Thahk
glory for us who have deserved eternal shame! Glmryus poor creatures who are often ashamed of
ourselves! Yes, | look at my book again, and iuallty says, “glory’—nothing less than glory. There-
fore it must be so.

Now, since this seems so amazing and astonishihigp@, | would so speak with you that not a relic
of incredulity may remain in your hearts concerning would ask you to follow me while we look
through the Bible, not quoting every passage whmdaks of glory, but mentioning a few of the legdin
ones.

This glory has been promised/hat said David? In the seventy-third Psalm anehty-fourth verse
we meet with these remarkable words, “You shaltigune with Your counsel, and afterward receive
me to glory.” In the original Hebrew there is acgaof David’s recollection of Enoch’s being tranesth
and though the royal Psalmist did not expect todeght away without dying, yet he did expect that a
ter he had followed the guidance of the Lord hexlew, the great Father would stoop and raise up His
child to be with Himself forever. He expected torbeeived into glory. Even in those dim days, whsn
yet the light of the gospel was but in its dawns tbrophet and king was able to say, “You shakraft
ward receive me to glory.” Did he not mean the sémmeg when in the eighty-fourth Psalm, verse elev-
enth, he said, “The Lord will give grace and glang: good thing will He withhold from them that walk
uprightly”? Not only no good thing under the naniegace will God withhold from the upright, but no
good thing under the head of glory. No good of le@ashall be kept from the saints, no reserve is eve
set upon the throne of the great King, for our Ldedus has graciously promised, “To Him that over-
comes will | grant to sit with Me on My throne, evas | also overcame, and am set down with My Fa-
ther on His throne.” “No good thing,” not even argaihe infinitely good things of heaven, will God
“withhold from them that walk uprightly.” If Davithad this persuasion, much more may we who walk
in the light of the gospel. Since our Lord Jesus $wdfered and entered into His glory, and we kittoay
we shall be with Him where He is, we are confiddiat our rest shall be glorious.

Brethren, it igo this glory that we have been call@the people of God having been predestinated,
have been called with an effectual calling—calledisat they have obeyed the call, and have rum afte
Him who has drawn them. Now, our text says thathie, “called us unto His eternal glory by Christ
Jesus.” We are called to repentance, we are ctiléaith, we are called to holiness, we are catted
perseverance, and all this that we may afterwattdsnaunto glory. We have another Scripture of like
import in 1 Thessalonians 2:12—*“Who has called yato His kingdom and glory.” We are called unto
His kingdom according to our Lord’s words, “Feat,ritle flock; for it is your Father's good plea®
to give you the kingdom.” We are called to be kingaled to wear a crown of life that fades not ywa
called to reign with Christ in His glory. If the ta had not meant us to have the glory, He would not
have called us unto it, for His calling is no magkeHe would not by His Spirit have fetched us out
from the world and separated us unto Himself ifidel not intended to keep us from falling and pre-
serve us eternally. Believer, you are called taygldo not question the certainty of that to wh&bd
has called you.

And we are not only called to it, brethren, lgliary is especially joined with justificatioiet me
guote Romans 8:30—"Moreover whom He did predestindiem He also called: and whom He called,
them He also justified: and whom He justified, théfa also glorified.” These various mercies are
threaded together like pearls upon a string. Tieere breaking the thread, no separating the puscio
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things. They are put in their order by God Himsaifd they are kept there by His eternal and irsaver
ble decree. If you are justified by the righteowssnef Christ, you shall be glorified through Chdssus,
for thus has God purposed, and so must it be. Dongd remember how salvation itself is linked with
glory? Paul, in 2 Timothy 2:10, speaks of “the a#ilmy which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glorjitie
two things are riveted together and cannot be ségdr

The saved ones must partake of the glory of God fdr this are they being prepared every day.
Paul, in the ninth of Romans, where he speaks alheupredestinating will of God, says in the23
verse, “The vessels of mercy, which He had afoepged unto glory.” This is the process which com-
menced in regeneration, and is going on in us egtayyin the work of sanctification. We cannot be-gl
rified so long as sin remains in us. We must fastpardoned, renewed and sanctified, and then eve ar
fitted to be glorified. By communion with our Lodgsus we are made like Him, as says the aposile in
Corinthians 3:18—“But we all, with open face behotgas in a glass the glory of the Lord, are chdnge
into the same image from glory to glory, even asheySpirit of the Lord.” It is very wonderful holay
the wisdom of God everything is made to work thessywLook at the blessed text in 2 Corinthians 4:17,
where Paul says, “For our light affliction, whichbut for a moment, works for us a far more exaggdi
and eternal weight of glory,” where he represemas &ll that we can suffer, whether of body or d@fa
is producing for us such a mass of glory that hepuise unable to describe it, and he uses hypexdibfi
language in saying, “a far more exceeding and atemeight of glory.” Oh, blessed men, whose very
losses are their gains, whose sorrows producejthsy whose griefs are big with heaven. Well may w
be content to suffer if so it is that all thinge avorking together for our good, and are helpingilte up
the excess of our future glory.

Thus, then, it seems we are called to glory, ardare being prepared for it. Is it not also a sweet
thought thabur present fellowship with Christ is the guarantédét? In Romans 8:17 it is said, “If so be
that we suffer with Him, that we may be also giedftogether.” Going to prison with Christ will hg
us into the palace with Christ. Smarting with Chvigll bring us into reigning with Christ. Beingdit
culed, and slandered, and despised for Christ's salk bring us to be sharers of His honor, andyglo
and immortality. Who would not be with Christ indHaumiliation if this is the guarantee that we khal
be with Him in His glory? Remember those dear warfithe Lord Jesus, “You are they which have
continued with Me in My temptations. And | appourito you a kingdom, as My Father has appointed
unto Me.” Let us shoulder the cross, for it leadghe crown. “No cross, no crown.” But he that has
shared the battle shall partake in the victory.

| have not yet done, for there is a text, in Halsr®:10, which, is well worth our consideratiove
are to be brought to glonyit is said of our Lord that it “became Him, fohw are all things, in bringing
many sons unto glory, to make the captain of thaivation perfect through sufferings.” See, belgved
we are called to glory, we are being preparedtfcand we shall be brought to it. We might despéir
ever getting into the glory land if we had not Qaédring us there, for the pilgrim’s road is roughd
beset with many foes, but there is a “Captain afsalvation,” a greater than Bunyan’s Great-heen
is conducting the pilgrim band through all the tteerous way, and He will bring the “many sons™—
where?—unto glory,” nowhere short of that shall be thaltimatum.Glory, glory shall surely follow
upon grace, for Christ the Lord, who has come hi® glory, has entered into covenant engagements
that He will bring all the “many sons” to be withrhl

Mark this, and then | will quote no more Scripsyrihis glory will be for our entire manhoothr
our body as well as for our soul. You know that iexthe famous resurrection chapter, in 1 Corantki
15:437? Paul speaks of the body as being “sownshadior,” but he adds, “It is raised in glory.” And
then, in Philippians 3:21, he says of our divingd_at His coming, “Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious Ypoaccording to the working whereby He is able even
to subdue all things unto Himself.” What a wondediiange that will be for this frail, feeble, suifey
body! In some respects it is not vile, for it isvanderful product of divine skill, and power, anoog-
ness. But inasmuch as it hampers our spiritualradiy its appetites and infirmities, it may be edlh
“vile body.” It is an unhandy body for a spirit. fits a soul well enough, but a spirit needs someth
more ethereal, less earth-bound, and fuller ofthian this poor flesh and blood and bone can eger b
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Well, the body is to be changed. What alteratiothitmvindergo? It will be rendered perfect. The pad

a child will be fully developed, and the dwarf walitain to full stature. The blind shall not belglgss in
heaven, neither shall the lame be halt, nor shallpalsied tremble. The deaf shall hear, and timebdu
shall sing God’s praises. We shall carry none afd®ficiencies or infirmities to heaven. As good. Mr
Ready-to-Halt did not carry his crutches therethezishall any of us need a staff to lean uponrd e
shall not know an aching brow, or a weak knee, faileng eye. “The inhabitant shall no more sagm
sick.”

And it shall be an impassive body, a body that kel incapable of any kind of suffering. No palpi-
tating heart, no sinking spirit, no aching limbs, lethargic soul shall worry us there. No, we skl
perfectly delivered from every evil of that kind.okkover, it shall be an immortal body. Our risenl-o
ies shall not be capable of decay, much less ahd&aere are no graves in glory. Blessed are #aeld
that die in the Lord, for their bodies shall risevar to know death and corruption a second time. No
smell or taint of corruption shall remain upon theghom Jesus shall call from the tomb. The risedybo
shall be greatly increased in power. It is “sownvieakness,” says the Scripture, but it is “raisedaw-
er.” | suppose there will be a wonderful agilityoalb our renovated frame. Probably it will be alde t
move as swiftly as the lightning flash, for so amels pass from place to place, and we shall B) s
in many other things, be as the angels of God. Aaywt will be a “glorious body,” and it will be
“raised in glory,” so that the whole of our manhasithll participate of that wonderful depth of bliss
which is summed up in the word—"glory.” Thus | tkihhave set before you much of what the Word of
God says upon this matter.

Il. Secondly, may the Holy Spirit help me while | trgry hesitatingly and stammeringly to answer
the inquiry, WHEREIN DOES THIS DESTINY CONSIST?

Do you know how much | expect to do? It will bet liittle. You remember what the Lord did for
Moses when the man of God prayed—*| beseech yow she Your glory!” All that the Lord Himself
did for Moses was to say, “You shall see My backgydout My face shall not be seen.” How littlegth
can we hope to speak of this glory! Its back partstoo bright for us. As for the face of that glat
shall not be seen by any of us here below, thowyghndl-by we shall behold it. | suppose if one whad h
been in glory could come straight down from heawsrd occupy this platform, he would find that his
discoveries could not be communicated because efirtbufficiency of language to express such a
weight of meaning.

The saints’ destiny iglory. What is glory, brethren? What is it, | mean, amtrmgsons of men? It is
generally understood to be fame, a great reputati@nsound of trumpets, the noise of applausettaand
sweets of approbation among the crowd and in higbes. The Queen of Sheba came from afar to see
the glory of Solomon. What was that glory, bretfénwas the glory of a rare wisdom excelling all
others. It was the glory of immense riches expengezh all manner of magnificence and splendor. As
for this last glory, the Lord says of it that a/ldf the field had more of it than Solomon. At ledSol-
omon in all his glory was not arrayed like onelodge.” Yet that is what men mean by glory—rank, po-
sition, power, and conquest—things that make the @amen to tingle when they hear of them—things
extraordinary and rare. All this is but a dim shaddf what God means by glory, yet out of the shadow
we may obtain a little inkling of what the substamust be. God’s people shall be wise, and even fa-
mous, for they shall “shine as the stars forever @rer.” God’s people shall be rich; the very ssa#
their abode are paved with gold exceedingly rict eare. God’s people shall be singularly honored,
there shall be an unrivalled glory about them, tfery shall be known as a peculiar people, a royal
priesthood, a race of beings lifted up to reveairtMaker’s character beyond all the rest of Higkgo

| reckon that glory to a saint means, first of aillrified character.The brightest glory that really can
come to anyone is the glory of character. Thus &gtry among men is His goodness, His mercy, His
justice, His truth. But shall such poor creaturesva are ever have perfect characters? Yes, weostel
day be perfectly holy. God’s Holy Spirit, when HasHinished His work, will leave in us no tracesof.

No temptation shall be able to touch us. There lvglin us no relics of our past and fallen state.\@ll
not that be blessed? | was going to say it isna@lglory | want—the glory of being perfect in chasa,
never sinning, never judging unjustly, never thimkia vain thought, never wandering away from the
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perfect law of God, never vexed again with sin Wwhi@s so long been my worst enemy. One day we
shall be glorious because the devil himself will be able to detect a fault in us, and those ef/&od,
which burn like fire and read the inmost secretshef soul, will not be able to detect anything bdéam
worthy in us. Such shall be the character of thetsdhat they shall be fit to fellowship with Ciri
Himself, fit company for that thrice Holy Being loe¢ whom angels veil their faces. This is glory!

Next, | understand by “glorydur perfected manhoo#Vhen God made Adam he was a far superior
being to any of us. Man’s place in creation wasyvemarkable. The Psalmist says, “For You have
made him a little lower than the angels, and hawevieed him with glory and honor. You made him to
have dominion over the works of Your hands; Youehput all things under his feet: all sheep and pxen
yes, and the beasts of the field; the fowl of tlmeand the fish of the sea, and whatever passesdh
the paths of the seas.” No king among men in ti@ss could rival Adam in the garden of Eden. He
was indeed monarch of all that he surveyed, and ttee lordly lion down to the tiniest insect of, dil-
ing creatures paid him willing homage. Can we eis® to this last honor? Brethren, listen, “It does$
yet appear what we shall be, but we know that w@brist shall appear we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He is.” Is there any limit to gnewth of the mind of a man? Can we tell what heg ma
reach? We read of Solomon that God gave him laggeokheart as the sand of the sea. God will give t
His people glory that will include in it more largess of heart than Solomon ever knew. Then shall we
know even as we are known by God. Now we see,thst‘through a glass darkly,” but then we shall
see “face to face.” You have met with men of gietllect and you have looked up to them, but assur
edly the smallest babe in Christ when he shallltrdeaven, shall have a greater intellect than thet m
profound philosopher who has ever astounded mariimds discoveries. We shall not always be as we
are today, contracted and hampered because oftiteikhowledge, our slender faculties, and oud dul
perceptions. Our ignorance and prejudice shallsharWhat a man will become we can scarcely tell
when he is remade in the image of God, and madeuiko our divine Lord who is, “the firstborn
among many brethren.” Here we are but in embryo,roimds are but the seeds, or the bulbs, out of
which shall come the flower and glory of a noblearnhood. Your body is to be developed into some-
thing infinitely brighter and better than the baligf men here below. And as for the soul, we cannot
guess to what an elevation it shall be raised ins€lesus. There is room for the largest expextati
here, as we conjecture what will be the full acctishpnent of the vast intent of eternal love, aremtt
which has involved the sacrifice of the only-begntSon of God. That can be no mean design which
has been carried on at the expense of the bedtehaen itself possessed.

Further, by “glory” and “coming to glory,” | thinkve must understarmbmplete victoryDwelling in
the age of the Romans, men said to themselvebegsdad the Scriptures, “What does the apostlexmea
by ‘glory’?” And they could scarcely help connegfiit with conquest, and the return of the warrior i
triumph. Men called it glory in those days wheniasad warriors returned from fields of blood withpea
tives and spoil. Then did the heroes ride throlnghstreets of Rome, enjoying a triumph voted thgm b
the senate. Then for a while the men of war weke@ with glory, and the entire city was glorious
because of them. As Christians, we hate the wolatygwhen it is linked with wholesale murder and
wrapped in garments rolled in blood. But yet thisra kind of fighting to which you and | are callédr
we are soldiers of the cross and if we fight vdliaander our great Captain, and rout every sim, are
found faithful even unto death, then we shall egtery, and receive the honor which belongs to men
who have fought a good fight, and have kept thenhfdi will be no small glory to obtain the crowm o
life which fades not away. Is not this a full glafywe only place these three things together, fipd
character, a perfected nature, and a completeryitto

An invaluable ingredient in true glorytise divine approval*Glory” among men means approval. It
is a man’s glory when he is honored by his Quead, she hangs a medal on his breast, or when his
name is mentioned in the high court of Parliamant] he is ennobled for what he has done. If men
speak of our actions with approval, it is callecthéaand glory. Oh, but one drop of the approval ofl G
has more glory in it than a sea full of human maand the Lord will reward His own, with this holy
favor. He will say, “Well done, good and faithfutrsant,” and Christ before the universe will say,
“Come, you blessed of My Father.” Oh, what glorgttiwill be! They were despised and rejected of
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men, they “wandered about in sheepskins and goatséestitute, afflicted, tormented,” but now God
approves them, and they take seats among the gigleeaven, made noble by the approval of the Judge
of all. This is glory with an emphasis, substangiry. One approving glance from the eyes of Jesus
one accepting word from the mouth of the Fathell, v& glory enough for any one of us, and this we
shall have if we follow the Lamb wherever He goes.

But this is not all; children of God will hawbe glory of reflecting the glory of Godlvhen any of
God’s unfallen creatures shall wish to see thetgess of God’s goodness, and mercy, and love, they
that dwell in heaven will point out a glorified sai Whenever any spirit from far off regions desite
know what is meant by faithfulness and grace, sangel will reply, “Go and talk with those who have
been redeemed from among men.” | believe that yall avill spend much of eternity in making known
to principalities and powers the unsearchable salfehe grace of God. We shall be mirrors reftegti
God, and in us shall His glory be revealed. Theay lme myriads of races of pure and holy beings of
whom we have never heard of as yet, and these omag to the New Jerusalem as to the great metropo-
lis of Jehovah’s universe, and when they come ttieeg will gaze upon the saints as the highest in-
stances of divine grace, wisdom, power and lovauilltbe their highest pleasure to hear how eternal
mercy dealt with us unworthy ones. How we shaligielto rehearse to them the fact of the Father’'s
eternal purpose, the story of the incarnate God-Gibeé that loved and died, and the love of the leléss
Spirit who sought us in the days of our sin, anoulght us to the foot of the cross, renewing ushe t
spirit of our minds, and making us to be sons ofl Gdh, brothers and sisters, this shall be ouryglor
that God shall shine through us to the astonishoieal.

Yet | think glory includes somewhat more than thiscertain cases, a margory lies in his rela-
tionships If any of the royal family should come to youruses, you would receive them with respect.
Yes, and even as they went along the street theydwae spied out, and passers-by would say, “That i
the prince!” And they would honor the son of ourndoQueen. But royal descent is a poor business
compared with being allied to the King of kings. tWaangels are exceedingly bright, but they are only
servants to wait upon the sons. | believe thatetell be a kind of awe upon the angels at the tsagh
men, when they see us in our glory they will regoic know our near relation to their Lord, andubilf
their own destiny as ministering spirits appointedninister to the heirs of salvation. No pride [viaé
possible to the perfected, but we shall then reahe exalted position to which by our new birtlal &ime
divine adoption we have been raised. “Behold whatmer of love the Father has bestowed upon us that
we should be called the sons of God.” Sons of Gmdtis of the Lord God Almighty! Oh what glory this
will be!

Then there will be connected with this the faettthe shall be connected with Jesus in everything.
For do not you see, brethren, it was because ofaluthat Christ came here to save men? When He
worked out a perfect righteousness, it was aluarWhen He died, it was all for us, and when H&ro
again, it was all for us. And what is more, we tlvie Christ, we died in Him, we were buried in Him
and rose in Him, and we shall ascend into heaveeigm with Him. All our glory is by Christ Jesusdch
in all the glory of Christ Jesus we have a share.al¢ members of His body. We are one with Him. |
say, the creatures that God has made, when théyceh@ to worship in the New Jerusalem, will stand
and gaze at glorified men, and with bated breathsay one to another, “These are the beings whose
nature the Son of God assumed! These are the cloosatures that the Prince of heaven bought with
His own blood.” They will stand astonished at theirge glory which will be manifested in beings
emancipated from sin and hell and made heirs of, §@aat-heirs with Jesus Christ. Will not even alsge
be surprised and awed as they look on the churdlsaynto one another, “This is the bride, the Lanb’
wife!” They will marvel how the Lord of glory shadilcome to this poor earth to seek a spouse and that
He should enter into eternal union with such a pedplory, glory dwells in Immanuel’s land! Now we
are getting near to the center of it. | feel inetinlike Moses, to take off my shoes, for the plabere
we stand is holy ground, now that we are gettingge poor bushes like ourselves aglow with the in-
dwelling God, and changed from glory unto glory.

And yet this is not all, for there in heawae shall dwell in the immediate presence of Gé shall
dwell with Him in nearest and dearest fellowship! the felicity of the Most High will be our felity.
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The blessedness of the triune Jehovah shall bblessedness forever and ever. Did you notice tiiat o
text says, “He has called us urics glory”? This outshines everything. The glory whitle saints will
have is the same glory which God possesses, afdasutle, alone, can bestow. Listen to this text—
“Whom He justified thenHe also glorified.” He glorifies them, then! | knowhat it is to glorify God,
and so do you, but when we poor creatures glordy &is in a poor way, for we cannot add anythimg
Him. But what must it be for God Himself to glorilyman! The glory which you are to have forever,
my dear believing brothers and sisters, is a ghamich God Himself will put upon you. Peter, as a He
brew, perhaps uses a Hebraism when he 8dis,glory.” It may be that he means the best of glbat

can be, even as the Jews were apt to say—"The dfe@€sd,” when they meant the greatest trees, or
“the mountains of God,” when they intended the kBgjhmountains. So by the glory of God Peter may
mean the richest, fullest glory that can be. In ¢higinal the word “glory” has about it the idea of
“weight,” at which the apostle Paul hints when peaks of a “weight of glory.” This is the only gjor
that has weight in it, all else is light as a festhTake all the glories of this world, and theg aut-
weighed by the small dust of the balance. Placenthere in the hollow of my hand, all of them; aldhi
may blow them away as thistledown. God’s glory hasght. It is solid, true, real, and he that geéts i
possesses no mere name, or dream, or tinsel, hasidat which will abide the rust of ages andfitiee

of judgment.

The glory of God! How shall | describe it? | mgst before you a strange Scriptural picture. Morde-
cai must be made glorious for his fidelity to hiag and singular is the honor which his monarch or
dains for him. This was the royal order. “Let tloyal apparel be brought which the king uses to wear
and the horse that the king rides upon, and thercroyal which is set upon his head, and let tipis a
parel and horse be delivered to the hand of orteeoking’s most noble princes, that they may athey
man with whom the king delights to honor, and brimign on horseback through the street of the city,
and proclaim before him, ‘Thus shall it be don¢ht® man whom the king delights to honor.” Can you
not imagine the surprise of the Jew when robe arglwere put upon him, and when he found himself
placed upon the king’s horse? This may serve aguaef of that which will happen to us. We shall be
glorified with the glory of God. The best robe, thest of heaven’s array, shall be appointed untamns
we shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Highest of all our glory will behe enjoyment of God HimseHe will be our exceeding joy. This
bliss will swallow up every other, the blessednet$od. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul.
“Whom have | in heaven but You? And there is noperuearth that | desire beside You.” Our God
shall be our glory.

Yet bear with me, | have left out a word againeTéxt has it, “Unto Higternalglory.” Yes, but
that is the gem of the ring. The glory which God& Inareserve for His chosen will never come to an
end. It will stay with us, and we shall stay withforever. It will always be glory, too. Its britgiess will
never become dim. We shall never be tired of isaied with it. After ten thousand thousand mikiaf
years in heaven, our happiness shall be as freshes it first began. Those are no fading laurdisctv
surround immortal brows. Eternal glory knows no idimiion. Can you imagine a man being born at the
same time that Adam was created and living alldltbsusands of years as a king like Solomon, having
all he could desire? His would seem to be a glarida. But, if at the end of 7,000 years that nmaunst
necessarily die, what has it profited him? His gligrall over, now, its fires have died out in ashBut
you and |, when we once enter glory, shall recemat we can neither lose nor leave. Eternity! Htern
ty! This is the sweetness of all our future bliRgjoice, you saintly ones! Take your harps dowmfro
the willows, any of you who are mourning, and iuyeever sang before, yet sing this morning, “God
has called us unto His eternal glory,” and thiibe our portion world without end.

lIl. 1 can only find time for a few words upon the cartthg head, which is—WHAT INFLUENCE
SHOULD ALL THIS HAVE UPON OUR HEARTS?

| think, first, it ought to excitélesirein many here present that they might attain utdoygpy Christ
Jesus. Satan, when he took our blessed Lord tmphef an exceedingly high mountain, tempted Him to
worship him by offering Him the kingdoms of the \wband all the glories thereof. Satan is very dleve
and | will at this time take a leaf out of his bo&ill you not fall down and worship the Lord Jesus
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when He can give you the kingdom of God and allgloey thereof, and all this, not in pretense, iput
reality? If there was any force in the temptatioworship Satan for the sake of the glory of tharid,
how much more reason is there for urging you tosiigr the Son of God that you may obtain His salva-
tion with eternal glory! | pray the Holy Spirit @rop a hot desire into many a poor sinner’s brédast
morning that he may cry, “If this glory is to bedha will have it, and | will have it in God’s wayor |

will believe in Jesus, | will repent, | will come God, and so obtain His promise.”

Secondly, this ought to move us to the feelindeat. If there is such a glory as this, let us tremble
lest by any means we should come short of it. Ohdear hearers, especially you that are my fellow
members, brother church officers, and workers aatatwith me, what a dreadful thing it will beaifiy
one of us should come short of this glory! Oh,hiére were no hell, it would be hell enough to miss
heaven! What if there was no pit that is bottomlessundying worm, nor unquenchable fire, it would
be boundless misery to have a shadow of a feaotofeaching to God's eternal glory! Let us therefor
pass the time of our sojourning here in fear, atdus watch unto prayer and strive to enter irhat t
strait gate. God grant we may be found of Him sit fa praise and honor!

If we are right, how this ought to move usgi@titude Think of this, we are to enjoy “His eternal
glory!” What a contrast to our deserts! Shame aratlasting contempt are our righteous due apanh fro
Christ. If we were to receive according to our rt&gnwe should be driven from His presence and from
the glory of His power. Verily, He has not dealtiwus after our sins, nor rewarded us accordinguto
iniquities, for, after all our transgressions, Heslstill reserved us for glory, and reserved gforyus.
What love and zeal should burn in our bosoms becatighis!

Last of all, it should move us to a dauntlesarage If this glory is to be had, do we not feel likest
heroes in Bunyan'’s picture? Before the dreameretsayod a fair palace, and he saw persons walking
upon the top of it, clad in light, and singing. Aral the door stood armed men, to keep back thdse, w
would enter. Then a brave man came up to one whahariter’'s inkhorn by his side, and said, “Set
down my name.” And straightway the warrior drew &vgord, and fought with all his might, until he
had cut his way to the door, and then he enterddtaay within were heard to sing—

“Come in, come in,

Eternal glory you shall win.”
Will you not draw your swords this morning, andhfigagainst sin, till you have overcome it? Do you
not desire to win Christ, and to be found in Hin?, @t us now begin to feel a passion for eteriaiyy
and then in the strength of the Spirit, and inrtheme of Jesus, let us press forward till we readivien
on earth we may taste enough of this glory toulwith delight. The glory which | have described t
you dawns on earth though it only comes to its tidenn heaven. The glory of sanctified charadtee,
glory of victory over sin, the glory of relationghio God, the glory of union with Christ—these alie
to be tasted in a measure here below. These gleeied their beams down even to these valleys and
lowlands. Oh, to enjoy them today, and thus to lear@ests and foretastes of glory. If we have theim,
us go singing on until we reach the place where'&ei@rnal glory shall surround us. Amen.
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