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“And He came and dwelt in a city called Nazarethuat it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called adane.”
Matthew 2:23.

WE find the Jews speaking of Paul, and they $a8Ag have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a
mover of sedition among all the Jews throughoutvioeld, and a ringleader of the sect of the Naza-
renes”—Acts 24:5Thus it appears that our Lord and Master is calléthzarene and His disciples are
styled “the sect of the Nazarenes,” while Christietrine was called, by the Jews, the heresy f th
Nazarenes. Our Savior, though actually born atIBe&m, was commonly known as Jesus of Nazareth,
because Nazareth was the place where He was bropghhere He remained with His reputed father in
the carpenter’s shop until the time of His showimdo the people.

This Nazareth was a place very much despiseda$t assmall country town, and the people were
rough and rustic. They were some three days distaiom Jerusalem, where | suppose the Jews thought
that everything that was learned and polite co@lddund, as we are apt to think of our own citypbr
Oxford, Cambridge, and other seats of learning. gé@ple of Nazareth were the boors of Galilee, the
clowns of the country. More than that, you will geally find in every nation—I was about to say in
every county of our own country—some town madelh of ridicule. |1 do not know that “silly Suf-
folk,” is any sillier than any other part of the sdy but | do know that I, myself, happen to hawe=ib
born in the next parish to the town of CoggeshallEssex, concerning which all sorts of jokes are
made—so that when any stupid thing is done thdyitcal Coggeshall job.”

| merely mention this because it is an illustmatad what used to be said concerning Nazarethast w
a primitive place. It was situated in Galilee, whigas thought to be quite boorish enough, and N#zar
was the most rustic of all. The name signifies;angh words, “sprouts,” and the Jews, who weretgrea
at puns upon names, threw it as a jest at the padpb came from that town. We Anglicize it in a mor
refined way by the word, “branch,” for, “Netzar,f, dNazareth,” signifies a branch. You will begim t
understand why the Savior is said to be calledneyprophet, a Netzar, or a Nazarene, and you will
guess that Matthew refers to the passage in Isaighe 11" chapter at the first verse, where it is said
that a rod shall come out of the stem of Jesse;aMktzar, a Nazarene Branchshall grow out of his
roots.”

There is another passage in Jeremiah where weofé¢hd man, the Branch—the Netzar—the Naza-
rene. And again in Isaiah, “And His name shall bBked a Branch,” or Nazarene. Those are the passag-
es, | think, to which Matthew referred when he saldhat it might be fulfilled which was spoken Hyet
prophets, He shall be called a Netzar, a Branddazarene.” The Hebrews made a great deal out of
names—a great deal more than you and | generallyitionames of places in England—and they had
reason for so doing, for there was generally a mngaim the names of places. Perhaps Nazareth was
called, “Branch” because trees flourished thererastdnuch else. Or because they thought that tbe pe
ple were rather verdant and they, therefore, cdhedh, “sprouts” and, “greens,” making the same use
of language as the vulgar do at this day when sk to express contempt.

That may have been the origin of the term, “NatrateCertain it is that the place was the subjdct o
the jests of the Jews of our Lord’s time, for elathanael, in whom was no guile—one who spoke in a
simple-hearted, honest way, and had no prejudimésyished well to everybody, said—"Can there any
good thing come out of Nazareth?” As if he feltttpaophets and saints were by no means likely to
spring from a town so low down in the scale of pesg and education. How could He of whom Moses
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spoke be found way down there among the countkydbiNazareth? As Nazarene was a term of con-
tempt in the olden times, so it has continued toTibee apostate emperor, Julian, was known always to
call our Lord, the Galilean. And when he died, is &gony of death, he cried, “O Galilean, You have

vanquished me!” He was obliged to confess our Lostipremacy, though he still showed his contempt
by calling Him the Galilean.

The Jews, to this day, when they feel wrath agains Christ, are known to call Him the Nazarene.
Nazarene is not at all the same word as Nazatriig.al different word in the Hebrew, and you must n
confuse the two. Never suppose that when you $#g,shall be called a Nazarene,” that it signifiest t
He was called &lazarite Nazarite, among the Jews would have been adfittenor, but Nazarene is
simply a name of contempt. A late traveler tellsthet he had a Muslim guide through Palestine and
whenever they came to a village that was very dptor and inhabited by professed Christians, he al
ways said, “These are not Muslims, they are Netag,”Nazarenes,” throwing all the spite he possibl
could into the word, as if he could not have utiesianore contemptuous term.

To this day, then, our Lord has the name of theakene affixed to Him by those who reject Him.
And to this day Christians are called, among MuslitNazarenes. Our Lord Jesus Christ was never
ashamed of this name. In fact, He called Himsdksts of Nazareth,” after He had risen from theldea
He told Paul, when He smote him to the earth, “IJsus of Nazareth whom you persecute.” His disci-
ples were not ashamed to call Him by that nameasahey walked to Emmaus and He joined them, and
asked them what they were speaking of, they saig were talking of Jesus of Nazareth. This is agnam
at which devils tremble, for they besought Him,redesus of Nazareth, that they should not be semt i
the deep when He cast them out! It was the namehyim contempt, was nailed above His head upon
the cross—"“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Je@h, but it is a glorious name, as | shall have to
show before | have done! But still, this is the miag of it—the meaning of Matthew when he says that
the prophets declared that He should be calledzafdae. He meant that the prophets have described
the Messiah as one that would be despised andeadjet men! They spoke of Him as a great Prince and
Conqueror whemtheydescribed His second coming, but they set forthflist coming when they spoke
of Him as a root out of a dry ground without formoomeliness, who, when He should be seen, would
have no beauty that men should desire Him. Thehatgpsaid that He would be called by a despicable
title and it was so, for His countrymen called HirfNazarene.

| want you to notice our divine Redeemer’s condasmn, before | plunge further into this matter. |
was a marvel that Jesus should live on this warlallaHe who inhabits all things, whom space i$ no
wide enough to contain, dwells on this poor, duglanet! If He must dwell in this world, why is He
born in Judea? For though | am grieved it shoulddeyet the Jews are a people greatly despised—
shame on Christians when they ever join in suclpidesy! But still, if Jesus must be a man in this
world, why is He not born in Rome, in the capitéltlre nations? Why must it be in a little miserable
country like Judea? And if He shall be born in Aydehy must He live in Galilee—that Boeotia of Isra
el—that most despicable part of Judea? If He mustih Galilee, why not at Capernaum? Why does He
choose Nazareth? Why must He go to the lowest efldiv—that most despised place of a despised
country? And if He must come to Nazareth—follow Hinstep lower—why must He becarpenter’s
son? Why, if He lives there, can He not be theafdhe minister of the synagogue, or some respbsctab
scribe? No—He must be reputed to be a poor mam'sAad then if He must be a carpenter’s son, why
can He not so constrain men’s hearts that they stéedive Him? For the deepest depth of all is that
even as a carpenter’s son His fellow citizens moll endure Him—they take Him to the brow of the hil
to cast Him down headlong from the cliff whereoa thity stood! Was there ever such condescension as
that of the Savior? If, in the lowest depth, thisra lower depth, He plunges into it for our sakes!

He emptied Himself. Our old version says, “He mbiilaself of no reputation,” but the new one is,
in this case much better—"HamptiedHimself.” Nothing was left Him of honor or respeEte gave up
all. “Though He was rich, yet for our sakes He Ineegoor’—poor to the last degree, poor in reputa-
tion! He was born a man, a Jew, a Galilean, a Na&earYou have gone down as far as language can de-
scend and | invite you, now, to think of the wawhich Jesus, the Nazarene, is still despised.

That shall be our first head. When we have thougian that, we will say a little upon His disci-
ples—the sect of the Nazarenes must expect to sg@siel till brighter days shall dawn. When we have
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talked about that we shall have to say, in concludihat there is nothing despicable either inMlasster
or in the servants, though they are called Nazarbgea contemptuous world.

|. First, then, OUR MASTER, THE NAZARENE, WAS DESPISEAND IS DESPISED EVEN
TO THIS DAY. He was despised, first, because in ppéisson, His parentage, His state, His apparel, His
language, His habits there was nothing of grandeathing of parade, nothing but what was simple,
gentle, lowly. He did ride, once, but it was onddt,cthe foal of an ass. It was said, “Behold y&img
comes,” but His coming was meek and lowly. He miggate been a king—He was very near being tak-
en by force to be pushed up into a throne—but Hbedsew Himself, for He did not strive, nor cry, nor
cause His voice to be heard in the streets. Henwamopularity-hunter, or flatterer of the great.

He was no man of confusion and strife, who sotgipush Himself forward and tread down others.
Those that opposed Him were weak like bruised remaisHe would not break them though He could
have done it. They offended Him with their weakusngnts, for they were like smoking flax to Him,
but He would not quench them. He left them for heotday when He shall bring forth judgment unto
victory. | suppose, if we had seen the Savior, w@ul not have thought Him “altogether lovely,” for
His heavenly beauty was not of the kind that stikiege natural eye. Hence the impossibility of any
painter ever being able to paint Him, for though rHest have been superlatively lovely, it must have
been a beauty with which nobody would be charméessrtheir eyes were opened to perceive the beau-
ty of holiness His was the loveliness efrtue, the charm opurity and not that sensuous beauty which
excites desire and kindles the passions of mankedvas loveliness itself, but only to those whown
what loveliness is. About His dress there was mgthemarkable. He wore the ordinary smock-frock of
the country, a garment without seam, woven fromttipethroughout—a very serviceable, useful piece
of workday apparel—but possessing nothing in iofficial dignity, or princely richness to distingaln
Him from an ordinary person. As for the place whideelived, it was no bishop’s palace, nor even an
ordinary manse, for He had not where to lay Highea

He sought no dignity and no honor. As for His campnships, they were of the lowest, for it is said
of Him, “This man receives sinners and eats wiemili “Then drew near unto Him all the publicans
and sinners for to hear Him.” The outcasts of dgcielighted in His discourses, and they gathered
round Him to receive blessings at His hand. Hedifthem up from the dunghill, renewed them and set
them among princes. He was the last person in tr&lio be hampered by pride. There was nothing of
the kind about Him! He was the personification@fd. He condescended, but He did not seem to con-
descend, for graciousness was natural to Him. detdio really that one almost forgot the condescen
sion in the altogether naturalness of the way iiclwide sympathized with all grief and helped allovh
came for succor. And, therefore, the proud despisied Those who looked for dress and garb, as so
many do in our day—those who looked for a showeafriing, quotations from great writers, continual
perplexities to human minds—could not see muchesud. Those who needed a display of power, a
leader bold and brave to drive out the Romans #u Judas Maccabaeus for the people, turned away
and said, “He is nothing but an ordinary Nazarem#s’ followers, too, were another cause of the con-
tempt poured upon Him, for His chosen friends wéosethose who knew them, nothing but common
fishermen. Indeed, that is all they were! Unlearaed ignorant men they are said to have been, thoug
they baffled the pretended wisdom of the age inctvithey lived. How could He have selected such fol-
lowers? There were scribes and there were Pharidbese were Rabbis and Rabboni—He migpte-
ly have called some of those to follow Him!

But, you see, the Savior was not a preacher tradt attracted the elite of society. Those higtuy-
tured minds, as a rule, went to hear Rabbi Sim#w Pharisee, who expounded points of no earthly
importance. But Jesus was one of whom it is wrjtt@ihne common people heard Him gladly”; and so
the wise ones ran Him down as “a Nazarene.” “Lotikey said, “look and see who they are that He has
chosen to be His chief helpers! See how the loweers flock around Him. They are no judges—what
notions have they of profound learning and resé&aifey like a man who is ignorant, for He is like
they are. They have no taste, they have no educatial so they gather to one of themselves.” “Ah!”
said one of these wiseacres, “I am ashamed of Himte-@shamed. Indeed, | shall speak to Him, for
He ought not to be so lost to all sense of proptiednd so he goes to the Master and says, “Do You
hear the boys crying, ‘Hosanna! in the temple?Yam hear what these say?” He thought that the Lord
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would be ashamed of having such admirers as meget dioys. But the Savior answered, “Have you
never read’—as if He were going to question theaggiman’s reading—"Have you never read, Out of
the mouth of babes and sucklings He has perfectadgi? He was not ashamed, even, of chits of chil-
dren that strewed the pathway for Him, nor ashaofdtie sick and sinful people that gathered around
Him, nor ashamed of the poor fishermen that weedidutenants of His salvation army! But rather did
He rejoice therein and say, “Father, | thank Yoat tfiou have hid these things from the wise and pru-
dent, and have revealed them unto babes. Everatweri-for so it seemed good in Your sight.”

But the higher classes, the refined and the @iy, said, “Tush! He is nothing but a Nazarene!”
Well, then, when they came to listen to His doerithey were not a bit more pleased, nor did thedgl h
Him any higher in esteem. What do you think He tdugem? Among other things it is reported that He
said, “Except a man is born-again he cannot sed&ittgglom of God"—and, would you believe it, He
said this not to one of the lower order at all, tau& learned gentleman who was a ruler in ISraéhy,
it has come to a pretty pass, this, to tell educg@ieople, refined, aesthetic people, that they rbast
born-again or else they cannot see the kingdomoof-&o insist upomegenerationas a thing as neces-
sary to a philosopher as to a prostitute—as nepe$sa senator as to a jailbird! As necessaryhto t
purest as to the most defiled; oh no, we cannot beeh leveling doctrine! It is shocking! So they
turned their backs on Him and called Him a Nazdrgfigen a man tells you unpalatable truth, it isyver
easy and natural to call him bad names. If you caanswer him anyway else, you can always answer
him by reviling him. And, then, what do you thinketaid besides that? On one occasion He had the
audacity to say—and | am sure the Pharisees thaughis audacity, indeed—“Except you eat My
flesh, and drink My blood, there is no life in ypMhat could the man mean—that they, even they, the
sons of Abraham who were born free—the priests dmb partaken of the sacrifices, must actuedy
Him? Did they think that they would accept His teiag as food for their souls? | wonder if they went
as far as that in understanding Him? But if they; they liked it no better.

They were indignant that He should say that tHg food for their souls must be Himself—that un-
less He became their life and the nourishment af life—unless He became part and parcel of their
very being, they could not be saved! Even those who did tlairittle of Him, said that after this they
must give Him up. They could not stand that, anthey walked no more with Him. But He went even
further. Why, He actually dared to tell the scrilzasl Pharisees who had fasted so many times in the
week, and never ate bread without washing theid&iaand tithed the mint and the cummin, that there
wasnothingin all this! He said—*You blind guides, you hypdes, you strain at a gnat, and you swal-
low a camel!” He went on to tell them that all theutside religion was a lie and a falsehood uniees
inner part of the soul was cleansed. He said thaas not that which a man ate or drank, but tHatkv
came out of the man that really defiled him. Peaaliel, “Did you ever hear such talk as that? Why, H
is putting us all down, we that are the best peapteind! Ifwe are not good; we that are the leaders of
society, the pink of perfection; whean be? We swallow a widow’s housemetimeshut we always do
that behind the door. It is true that we are natlaan inside as we should be, but then we alwaglem
clean the outside of the cup and platter. Noboalyszey but what we do, and He has been talking again
us—and at the same time He is inviting the falemimself and saying—'Come unto Me, all you that
labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you.iréstell, well,” they said, “we cannot bear it! He i
nothing but a Nazarene!” And so they turned thatks upon Him.

Dear friends, today Jesus Christ is as much dedais ever by those ungodly and vainglorious men
who understand what His gospel is! How frequenty will find, in the public newspapers, and in the
magazines of those who think themselves the cidtilalass, remarks against the doctrine of justific
tion by faith. You and | are simpletons enough étidve that we are justified by faith in Christ ugs
because God has told us so, and we sing—

“Nothing in my hands | bring

Simply to the cross | cling”
and they tell us that this is inconsistent with palphorality! That the masses ought to be told thdess
they behave themselves they cannot possibly gedwdn, and so on—which thing they have been told
times without number—and they have grown worse,ntfege they have been told it! When we talk
about free grace which pardons the vilest throwgf in Christ, men are changed and made moral and
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holy! But our unbelieving critics choose to ignaid that and go and talk against what is the very e
sence of the gospel of Christ, as though it wep@ar, miserable thing, only fit for a set of fawatito
preach! “Only believe and you shall be saved?” thealy, “That is their absurd doctrine!” In other wsy
they repeat the old abuse and call us Nazarenes.

But if you want to see the ungodly world foam tatmouth—oh, if you want to see rage get at its
worst—and wish to see pretended learned men upanitiettle, preach the doctrine of atonement by
blood! Tell them that remission of sin is by sutagion—that Christ stood in the sinner’s place &oak
the sinner’'s sin—and that without shedding of bldtleeke is no remission of sin. See how they writhe
and rage! They cannot bear this horrible doctrihatonement by sacrifice and yet, most learned girs
is upon that horrible atonement that our hope daglelh is upon that horrible doctrine that we hanuy
destiny for time and for eternity! And we are nehamed to bring it out with all plainness of spedch
the precious blood of Christ, God’'s dear Son, daddlone cleans us from all sin! “Ah, well,” they
say, “that is just the old story which your Purifathers used to tell. That is the old Methodisttdoe.
That is your Presbyterianism, and as James the $ard, ‘Presbyterianism is no religion for a gentl
man.” These learned men admire the broad-churbbdonhere everything is taken to be true except
the truth of God! Still, Jesus is to the mass ohkmad the despised Nazarene! | will not dwell longe
upon it, however, because you that know the Loetineot be told that He is, to this day, despisetl an
rejected of men. Call yourself a Christian, andy&rwhat Christianity is—and you will have easydsn
of it. Instead of preaching the simple gospel ofi§€hget fine music and fix up fine shows. Turm th
place of worship into a conservatory, or a theaad there will be no persecution for you! Of ceurs
not, that is not Jesus Christ!

But preach Jesus Christ and see if all the dotisxati howl at you directly! You shall have ill na®s
and wicked stories, and all sorts of jests pouashuyou! Go through the world as a respectableegrof
sor of religion, and never let fall a single distime truth of God from your lips; never performeosin-
gle distinctive action of Christianity—but just és others do and live as others do—and | will guara
tee you, you shall be in a whole skin from thetfasJanuary to the end of December!

But be aChristian, andlive your Christianity, angpeakit out—and see how long it will be before
they of your own house are at war with you! If we &ue to the Master, we shall find that we hawe n
enlisted in a service which is all fine featherd amusic—stern fighting is to be done! There is teabe
borne, and hardness to be endured by every godiéesolf the cross, for Jesus is still called thada
rene!

II. But now, secondly, our other text informs us th#dRIST'S FOLLOWERS HAVE BEEN
KNOWN AS THE SECT OF THE NAZARENES—that is to sélyey must expect to bear a measure of
the indignities poured upon their Leader. Dear ypfriends, | need to press some matters home upon
you who have lately joined the church, and alsonupau who love the Lord but have never yet con-
fessed it. If you follow Christ fully, you will bsure to be called by some ill name or other. Fost,f
they will say how singular you are. “My inheritant&od says, “is unto Me as a speckled bird. The
birds round about her are against her.” If you bee@ true Christian, you will soon be a marked man.
They will say, “How odd he is!” “How singular she!l They will think that we try to make ourselves
remarkable, when, in fact, we are only consciesti@nd are endeavoring to obey what we think to be
the Word of God. Oftentimes that is the form of teenpt—practical Christians are set down as inten-
tionally eccentric, and willfully odd. Mothers habeought that charge against daughters who have bee
faithful to Christ because they would not go intaagy, or indulge in vain apparel. And many a wogki
man has said it to his fellow man by way of acaesat'You must be different from everybody else.”
This difference, which God has made a necessity, tmeat as a mere whim of our own! If we do not
come out from among them and be separate, we campett to be housed beneath the wings of the
eternal! But if we do, we may reckon upon beingardgd by those around us as strange, unfriendly
creatures.

Then, again, they will say to the genuine ChnstidVhy, you are so old-fashioned! Look at you!
You believe the same old things that they usedet@¥e in Oliver Cromwell's day—those old Puritan
doctrines! Do you not know that the world has madgeat progress since those times, and we have en-
tered upon the ICentury—a wonderful century—there never was cgritlse it! There was only one
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Solomon, centuries ago, but we afeSolomons now! The very least of us! While the tgeanes far
excel athousandSolomons rolled into one! The € entury! And here you are, you still stick to dd o
book that was written half of it ages ago, anddtieer half is at least 1,800 years old! Will yowee
move with the times; will you get as far as Moskssus, and John and stick there?”

Yes, exactly there! We go not an inch beyond J&usst, the same yesterday, today, and forever!
We try to hold fast the faith that was once dekdkto the saints. In ordinances we hold to therolde
baptism and the ancient supper! In doctrine weeabidthe truths of God which Paul taught among the
Gentiles, for we feel that we cannot improve uploent! We would wish to exhibit the same spirit as
Jesus Christ our Lord, for we know we shall newaprove uporHis perfections! Therefore they say,
“You are so old-fashioned!” And we answer that tlois we give no apology. When that form of criti-
cism does not take effect, they laugh at our faitey say, “You simple-minded people have great ca-
pacity for believing! Look at us, we are far tomsible to believe anything. We do not feel sureutbo
anything!'What we think we know today we are not certairved;are so receptive that we may learn the
reverse tomorrow! We get our faith out of our owarat consciousness, and dare even the Scriptures to
plead at the bar of our inward conceptions! We dbneed to have thingevealedto us, and to have a
Bible and bind ourselves down to a Book of RevefatWe are our own teachers, judges, and infallible
guides—and the very idea of absolutely certairhtrsitabhorred by us! As to this Spirit of God that
trust in, it is sheer enthusiasm! There is nothm@, and we wonder that you should be so credsllou
Instead of that, you ought to be rational and beli@ Huxley and Tyndall. Do not be credulous ard b
lieve in God, but be rational and believe in Bradla, Voltaire, and Tom Paine!”

This is another sting for the Nazarenes, but hgjiphas small power to vex us, since our reveeenc
for the authorities of modern wisdom is not suéidi to make us fear their scoffs. Time was when
Christianity was opposed by menrefl ability, masters in learning—but in the preser¢ &g antago-
nists are men of much smaller caliber whose lac&rgtiment is scantily concealed by the outrageous
absurdities which they invent! Instead of attemgptio overwhelm us by the weight of their learning,
they endeavor to surprise us with unexpected hgseth which we are more inclined to ridicule than to
refute! And then, with mock sobriety, they assédttour bewilderment is defeat! The spears of the
phalanx of reason are seen no more, but the shfafitdly stand thick upon our shields. In this,@lsve
shall conquer through the blood of the Lamb! Meailewve leave sneers of contempt to those who are
such masters of them. It is for Nazarenes to re¢diut not to return arrogance.

Another arrow of contempt is the assertion thais@ian people have not their liberty. “Look at you
you dare not go to the theater! You dare not dritkly,” says one man, “I like a jolly drink sometigje
and if | were a Christian, | could not enjoy thataf privilege.” No, friend, you certainly wouldse that
booze of yours. As far as we are concerned, we hawambition in that direction. Some of us know a
little of what the amusements of the ungodly arel we are astonished that you should be able tb fin
content in them, for they do not suit our tastaltWe never envy hogs their wash. Let them hénedrt
trough well-filled as often as they please! We hawedtaste in that direction; but you need not $ey t
we have no liberty because we do not feed out efsthine trough, for such liberty we never desired!
We have liberty to serve God and do good, andishise freedom which we covet. We have liberty to
do as we like, for we like to do what God would éas do—and we pray that our likes may, every day,
be more and more conformed to the liking of Goderéhs not much, after all, in the taunt, “You God-
fearing people are cowardly! You dare not enjoyrgelves.” We live daily so as to give this taurg th
lie, for we are a happy people, a free people—ewemwho are of the sect of the Nazarenes!

Again, some turn round upon true Christians feirthot being very choice in their company. If we
associated only with the rich and great, whosee$pcas far as | know of it, is about the poorasig
out, we should then be acting properly. Keep taitsty,” and society will smile upon you. But if you
attend meetings where you call a coal miner yoathar in Christ, where the washerwoman is your sis-
ter, where so long as people love Christ you ctiuem the best of company, then you are low and vul-
gar, a Philistine, or a Nazarene! If you are wglito be a true brother to a black man or to one isfam
outcast in condition—who was actually seen withr@oln, sweeping a crossing—then, of course, you
cannot expect to be recognized by anybody whoybauaty! Listen to the world’s ridicule of true Chris
tian churches where there is real brotherly lowe tame fraternity! They cannot endure it!
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Well, they may do without it, then, but this shadl my glory—that God has made of one blood all
nations of men that dwell upon the face of thehgaahd that where there is a touch of grace in any
man—his dress and his rank are nothing to me! Belg@vers in Jesus are truly our brothers andrsiste
in Christ, however poor or however illiterate thagy be. This is the very genius of Christianity! the
poor, the gospel is preached! As soon as men entethet@€hurch of Christ, all outward distinctions are
forgotten, and they are one in the gracious familgod their Father! This, however, is the subpafct
contempt even among those who profess and callsbless Christians! Many of your finer ladies and
gentlemen would not acknowledge Jesus, HimseHgifvere now upon earth! And as for His disciples,
| am suretheywould get the cold shoulder on all sides! |, faepnever expect to see saints fashionable,
nor holiness popular—Iet us be content to be lodnarigar in men’s esteem for the Lord’s sake!

And then, if God’s servants will preach the trofhGod outright, or if not being preachers theyl wil
hold it and dare tdive it, | guarantee you they will soon meet with soocomtemptuous title or other.
Pare down the gospel; cut away its angles; drawtlmtion’s teeth, and then, at once, you shall be
friends with the world! But hold the doctrines afage; bring forth the atonement; speak out plainly;
have your convictions and state them—and soondhbeds will be after you full cry! Say that the Babl
and the Bible, alone, is the religion of true Ctaiss, and that we are not bound by prayer-books, s
ods, conferences, or anything of the kind—but dnfythe Word of God, and you shall see what you
shall see, for here and there and everywhere gl sb people will be against you! Live a godlyagr
cious life and you will not escape persecution! Yoay be happily circumstanced so as to live among
earnest Christians, and so escape persecution-akeitthe average Christian man in this city, and he
will have a hard time of it if he is faithful! Heilvbe pointed at by some opprobrious name or gther
something like Paul was when they said he wasghe@adler of the sect of the Nazarenes.

I11. Now, listen to me as | close. THERE IS, AFTER AINOTHING DESPICABLE IN EITHER
CHRIST OR HIS PEOPLE. | feel half ashamed to sajhsthing, or that it should ever be necessary to
be said that there is nothing to despise in Jassit is there to be ashamed of in Him? He is the@o
the Highest! He is “God over all, blessed forevand if He stooped—and stoop He did—and became
lower than the lowest by His sufferings or deatlerethe death of the cross, He did it out of suohig
ous disinterestedness of kindness to fallen marHbas thereby revealed as the most grand ofhalt-c
acters! His is the most sublime of all lives! Argélave never ceased to wonder and adore! Even the
enemies of Christ have often been struck dumb &g ltlave seen the splendor of the love that moved
Him to stoop so low.

And what if He has revealed a plain gospel? Wguld have the illiterate left out in the cold? What
if He preached the gospel to sinners? Who neededdblpebut sinners? What if He did not flatter the
pride of those who thought themselves good? Istitmue that “the whole have no need of a physician
but they that are sick™? For my part, | bless mysiathat He has given us a commonplace gospsl. It
sublime beyond sublimity! But it is plain so thalitde child may understand it. A man with slenadt
may find his way to heaven guided by the lightted Holy Spirit, and this is one of the grandesiofso
of the profound wisdom of God! Glory be to Jesusi€iithat He did not come here to tantalize the-mul
titude by a gospel only suitable to the elite; tHatdid not come here to proclaim doctrines thaticco
only be learned in the universities, and could néeunderstood except by such men as Isaac Newton
or Robert Boyle! | bless the name of Jesus that&iee to give a gospel to the poor and needy, to the
simple and the childlike! And while | do it, | fetiat | hear Him saying again, “I thank You, O Fath
Lord of heaven and of earth, that You have hid éhsngs from the wise and prudent, and have re-
vealed them unto babes.”

The practical point is this—there is nothing todstamed of in being a Christian! | am afraid that
there are some Christians that we need to be ashafmend that we, ourselves, do many unworthy
things. Christians ought to be reflections of Chiisit | fear they often cast reflectionpon Christ. Oh
you that despise Christ, when you find out ourttaahd speak against us for them, you treat ulyjust
and we cannot complain! But why lay our crimesuat $avior’s door? If you find us false to our pi®fe
sion; if we are not like our Master; if we are iate to Him, you may well ridicule us and we cannot
answer you. We must be beaten as with whips ofpsmaos when we are untrue to our Leader—but why
blame Him? The fact is that the ungodly revile thago are true to the Lord Jesus. Well, when tley d
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there is nothing in that to be ashamed of. Whatlieve the truth of God? Shall | be ashamedf i
What if | fear God? Shall | be ashamed of it? lbetse be ashamed who dot fear Him. What if | be-
lieve in prayer? What if | receivenswersto prayer? Shall | blush about that? Let thoseslblscarlet
who never pray, or have no God to hear their psdy®@hall | be ashamed because | try to do what is
right, and have a conscience before God—and caemoty loose pleasures—or listen to lascivious
song? Shall | be ashamed of chastity and truth?

Why, then, let angels be ashamed of purity! Let ¢hars be ashamed of light! Let the sun be
ashamed of day! There is nothing to be ashamed tifings honorable and of good repute. Why is it
that some of you—you who are, | trust, Christiangvaer come out and acknowledge your religion?
What will your Master say to you in the day of Higpearing? What honor can you expect to share with
Him if you will not share His shame? If any man w&to spit on Christ, let him doethe honor to spit
on me! If any man will rail on Christ, let him doenthe pleasure to rail on me, for if | may stand be
tween him and my Master, | shall be promoted bydéed! Napoleon’s Mamaluke flung himself in the
way of the bullet to save the emperor’s life. Shall Christ be served after that fashion? Shalhatebe
willing to be Nazarenes for the Nazarene? Shalhateglory to be despised and rejected of men far Hi
sake, if by any means we may bring honor to HinrRsdt it shall be so, and yet some of you have not
even been baptized into His name, though you krwaw it is His command! You have never joined
with His people in church fellowship, and yet wighshare their joys! You let them fight the battle
alone! You think, | suppose, to slink into heaventitte back door, and not to be found among the sol-
diers of Christ till the crowns are distributed?, Alrs, you miss a great honor in not standing klesu
to shoulder with the rank and file of Christ's chnk

Angels would leave heaven, if they could, to cand fight for Christ! They would be glad to leave
their rest to bear the hardness which a followeClofist must endure for His dear Captain’s saksuge
is coming! He is on His way! He may come tonighe khay come before another Sabbath’s bells shall
ring—and oh, if | have never confessed Him, if ¥&deen ashamed of Him—how shall | face Him?
Hear this, you cowards! What will you say when hpears? Be wise and confess Him tonight! Come
you out from among the ungodly! Be you separateif€ss your Lord and Master! “He that with His
heart believes, and with His mouth makes confessiddim, shall be saved.” “He that believes and is
baptized shall be saved. He that believes not deatlamned.” God save us from being ashamed of the
Nazarene! Amen.

LETTER FROM MR. SPURGEON. Mentone, November 24, 1881. DEAR FRIENDS, sinceisbae

of last week’s sermon | have been attacked accgriirthe fashion of former years, but through the
goodness of God, in answer to the prayers of miamgpe to escape a protracted illness. A gentleevoi
by these light afflictions whispers to us gratitudad reminds us that, “we are but dust.” Everhia t
winterless land the leaves must wither, and ineeendition trial and sickness may come. Our joy is
that over against the peril we can place a seeufitg may be sorrowful, but we must be safe. All
things may work together for grief, but all thingsist work together for good! Let the Father’s Vol
the children’s delight! Hoping soon to return to bsloved work and daily ministry, | am, yours heart
ly, C. H. Spurgeon.
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