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“I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountan of the water of life freely.”
Revelation 21:6.

SALVATION is no small thing. It filled the heart drhands of the Son of God and therefore it ought
not to be neglected by us. The precious promiserbefs concerns the gift of eternal salvation ansl i
set forth as the personal word of the Lord JesussCHimself. The apostle is very careful to makist
clear, for he inserts the words, “And He said um&” as if John knew that poor, troubled heartshiig
doubt so large a promise were they not assuredésats Himself had expressly given it. John isth-fa
ful and true witness. In this, as in another chgegould have written, “He knows that He saysus.tr
He declares to us that He who is Alpha and Omegaseélf gave to him this word of promise. So espe-
cially careful was our Lord that the gospel of gratiould be published correctly and without faigtt
He delivered it Himself to John and also said to,HiWrite: for these words are true and faithfulldt
content with committing the message in words todpestle, He charges him then and there to put it
down in black and white that it might never be fatgn. Thus He proved that He assuredly meant what
He said and meant that it should stand good thraligiges, “I will give unto him that is athirst tife
fountain of the water of life freely.” It is to bwoticed, too, that our Lord spoke these words Eeg,

“He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | mdkéags new,” and then He added, “I will give ont
him that is athirst of the fountain of the waterliéé freely.” Divine sovereignty, therefore, is thop-
posed to the most generous promises of the ga¥pmls Christ may give or withhold as He pleases—
but His will is to give. He will have mercy on whoHe will have mercy and He will have compassion
on whom He will have compassion, but the sterrhtaft His infinite sovereignty is coupled with the
sweet declaration of boundless charity, “I will giunto him that is athirst of the fountain of thater of

life freely.” However much we preach the doctriméslection and divine sovereignty, we never intend
to limit the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, bufrasly as if we had not believed in sovereigntytdp-

lish our Lord’s generous gospel words, “Him thatnes unto Me | will in no wise cast out.”

Again, the doctrine that salvation in us as welf@ us is entirely the work of God is not opposed
the most open invitation to come to Christ, for thegse out of which we have culled our text begins
thus, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning andetigt” that is to say, “| am the founder and finishe
of salvation. | am the A and the Z of all life imet soul.” This being accepted as sure truth, we nwoay
therefore conclude that we are to be inactivestithe miraculous work is worked upon us, for thenpro
ise is as true as the doctrine and it suggests drateereception of Christ. “I will give to him tha
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freglys an invitation to drink and it will be wise ayur parts
to accept it at once and drink to the full.

There is a splendid preface to this promise inttinee words, “It is done.” This indeed is the mras
why grace can be so freely given. When our ble¢sed had completed His work on the cross, He
cried, “It is finished,” or, “It is done,” and thehe living stream flowed freely for the sons ofrm&hen
was the rock riven with rivers. Then was the stmiled away from the well’s mouth. Then was the wa-
ter of life made to gush from under the altar toesh a barren world with its ever-deepening flood.

When this world’s history is over—when the enpregram of Christ’'s mediatorial work shall have
been worked out, and this dispensation shall haneecto an end, then our Lord from His throne shall
say, “It is done,” and this shall be sung to Hisrgl that He freely gave to thirsty souls of therftain
of the water of life.
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I am most happy to have such a text to preach!ftgray the Lord to bless every word that shall be
spoken and that every one of you—from those inughgermost gallery, right away to those who crowd
the far corners of tharea—may come this morning to the celestial spamg) drink and thirst no more.
You have drank some of you many times. Come agairtake draughts large and deep, for the fountain
is as full as ever. Some of you spiritually maylike those described by Coleridge, “With throats un
slaked, with black lips baked.” Your tongue cleat@ghe roof of your mouth with faintness and an-
guish. You are burning with a strong desire andgsged with an urgent need. Come! Come and wel-
come! Hasten even before we enter into the serionk from the life-giving fount while we linger in
the porch of these prefatory sentences. The wdrtleearedeeming Lord invite you to partake of grace
at once. O Holy Spirit, apply them with power tegvheart.

There will be two heads of discourse at this tifftee first isexplanationand the second encour-
agement

I. The first is EXPLANATION. We shall only mention aw very simple truths. The first is theait
souls by nature are in great and dire wa@ur Lord here speaks of those who are “athirsid thirst is
the index of one of our most pressing necessitlesy things we think we want and yet we live withou
them. But the need of which thirst is the expresssoa very urgent one, involving the loss of ahe
fort and even of life itself, if it is not supplied traveler who had experienced both hunger andtth
said, “Hunger you may palliate, but thirst is awfile meant much by saying, “Thirst is awful.” Tker
is no forgetting this pain and no staying it excbptdrinking. When thirst swoops down upon a man
from out of a burning sky, whether he wanders uaorocean of sand or brine, it is a woeful day for
him. Has hell itself worse misery than to ask imvar a drop of water to cool one’s tongue? Thagm
ination of the ancients pictured Tantalus as dtlaingl mocked by water up to the chin which fledrfro
him as he stooped. The pain of thirst is keen ¢oldist degree and the desire to drink is intengeruk
imagination. Want of water is a terrible want, lhg want of grace is even more dreadful, yet sach i
the want of all our race. Every man by nature negdse. He does not always know what he wants and
indeed, many are so insensible that they do ndttfedr soul's necessities. Yet those necessities a
none the less urgent. There is a void within merclwvthe whole world cannot fill. The experiment of
filling the heart with the world has been tried anlas failed.

Alexander the Great, when he had conquered thevikiveorld, sat down and wept because there
was not another world to conquer. Insatiable ishéart of man. You might as soon fill the bottorsles
pit. As the horseleech cries, “Give, give, giveyér so does man’s ravenous desire. If his soulsttis
not relieved, man must die as surely as thougim $lgithe sword. To die of thirst is one of the most
dreadful of deaths. May none of you perish withrigl thirst. Dear souls, you need a Savior. Yeea
the pardon of your sins. You need to be made ane@hrist Jesus and whether you know it or not, if
you do not get these things you will die in younssand therefore die eternally, which is the second
death. If this thirst is not quenched, you are oteaperate plight indeed, for there is nothing teefmu
but “a fearful looking for of judgment and of fienydignation.”

Some persons begin to be conscious of their sgrdat needand these are they of whom the Savior
speaks as “athirst.” They have a dreadful wantthegl know it. | sometimes meet with inquirers who,
when they are invited to believe in Jesus, redlyld® not feel my need enough. | wish to take thimg
water, but | am not thirsty enough.” | would haweuyknow that frequently those are the most thirsty
who thirst to thirst. If | know that | have a tHir$ at least have something. But if | am fearfudtt] do
not even thirst, then my thirsting to thirst iseegder thirst than thirst itself. | speak this wagduse of
the infirmity of trembling hearts. Permit me to phis before you again. You complain that you hsee
hard a heart that you do not even feel it to be hahis fact is a clear proof that yours is an esly
hard heart and just so when you cry, “I desiredsir@,” it is clear that you have an especiallprsgr
desire. Besides, let me remind you that no mandiwinows to the full his own need of a Savior. psu
pose if we could altogether see our desperate ttondiy nature, or know to the full the heinousneks
sin, we should become mad. Do not therefore askebyour need above measure, but thank God that
you know your necessity so much as to apply tosJesuHis gracious supplies. Come and drink! Come
and drink at the flowing fountain of love! For iby drink, you shall live, but a mere sense of ne#d
not afford you relief.
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Remember also that certain pains which are suplposiee a part of spiritual thirst are not necassar
ly connected with it. When a man is seeking Chitgiften happens that the devil comes in and ssigge
all manner of blasphemies and despairing thou@rdsiot be so foolish as to conclude that you ate no
thirsting after Christ because you have happilyndeee from these diabolical insinuations. Theyraoe
the work of the Spirit of God. They are maliciomsentions of the devil and you are infinitely bette
without them than with them. | have heard of a @hwho was years before he could trust the Savior
because he thought himself to be so great a sihaethe Lord could not possibly save him. Do mait i
tate so bad an example. Unbelieving thoughts aneanof thirsting after Christ and they are nob&
desired, but dreaded. Be very thankful if you cahtg the Lord Jesus easily. It is a choice prgsele
You know that you need Christ. You are sure thaistlean supply your need, therefore come and take
Him without doubt or questioning. Simple unquesitignfaith is the very best way to come to Jesus, fo
it gives us speedy comfort and yields to our Lorelat) honor. People are very foolish when they look
upon the diseases of Christians as if they weretle=sa Young children have a great many little com-
plaints before they grow up to be men. | need nettion them. Every mother knows what a succession
of troubles visit a numerous family. But suppose koew one who had escaped these infantine disor-
ders, what would you think of him if he were to mmur, “I don’t think | can have been born. | don’t
think | can have life, for | never felt those comipks of infancy which other people speak of.” You
would say, “You silly man, you ought to be gladtti@au had such a healthy childhood.”

Diseases are in a measure marks of life, for we Ineasure that the dead do not suffer from them,
but they are not necessary as proofs of vitalitgitier are doubts, despondencies, and despaits at a
needful as tokens of regeneration. Do you needs@hbo you desire Him? Do you seek Him? Then
you are included in this text, “I will give untorhithat is athirst of the fountain of the water ibé |
freely.” Do not look upon your thirst as a prepamatfor Christ, for thus you will be seduced intakn
ing a Christ out of your own needs and that willrlakiculous and ruinous. What would you think of a
man who expected to find a remedy in his diseasettist be bereft of reason who expects to find an
antidote within the poison. In our case we havedal with an omnipotent Physician and however re-
markable may be the development of our diseasd,dreeJesus knows the case and is able to overcome
all the difficulties of it and bring us sound hé&alTherefore, come and trust Him. Do you percewery
nature’s great and urgent want of Christ and dodesire Christ? If so, this text is for you, “I Wgive
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the eradf life freely.”

Thirst is a desire arising out of a neegdow, so long as you have that desire, you ne¢dtop to
guestion your right to take Christ. A man is thirstven if he cannot explain what thirst is and hbow
comes. | must confess myself that | could not giwe a physiological account of the origin and effec
of the phenomenon of thirst. | suppose that cedagans which require moisture begin to dry upaif ¢
lapse without it and so disarrange the functiords @use pain. If | were some learned anatomistiidco
give you a lecture upon the theory of thirst antl leough | cannot do this, | know practically what
thirst is as well as a doctor could tell me. Whem thirsty and am invited to drink, | do not refuse-
cause | cannot explain my thirst. Nor is there abgolute necessity, in order to salvation, that you
should know all about how it is that Christ can@yp/our needs. | may not be able to explain sdient
cally why this glass of water quenches my thirst, ltknow that it does so. The liquid gets at theiaus
organs and supplies them with what they requitenow enough about water to drink it when | am in
need and practically, that is all that is wantéd/olu know enough about Christ to understand that H
can meet every need of your soul and if you take ki be your all in all, the matter is done. Remem-
ber, Jesus Christ often saves poor, simple-mindeal when He does not save philosophers. If you take
the Lord Jesus to be yours, you shall as truly hagebenefit of His salvation as if you were a @it
Israel.

Let us notice once again that being thirsty isemaiugh. The text promises water from the fountain
of life to the man who is athirst, bthirst cannot quench thirsGome seekers act as if they thought it
would. “Oh,” they say, “I am not thirsty enoughwish | felt my need more.” But, my dear friend, you
thirst will not be quenched by being increasedstibuld have some hope,” says one, “if | were more
sensible of my danger.” Yet that is not a gospglehdVhy should a man’s despairing because of his
danger operate to deliver him from danger? As lamgyou stop where you are, you may get more and
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more sensible of danger until you reach the seresiiss of morbid despondency, but you will be no
nearer salvation. It is not your sense of need, @hrist’'s power to bless you and your yieldingisgelf

up to Christ that will bring you salvation. The redy for the thirsty soul is very plainly hintediatthe
text. What does a thirsty man do to get rid ofthisst? He drinks. Perhaps there is no better sepra-
tion of faith in all the Word of God than that. @ank is to receive—to take in the refreshing difatg

and that is all. A man’s face may be unwashedybuhe can drink. He may be a very unworthy charac-
ter, but yet a draught of water will remove higghiDrinking is such a remarkably easy thingsieven
more simple than eating. | heard, the other day s&d, sad case of a man with cancer of the tongue
who cannot eat. He has not taken solid nourishrf@ansix months, but still he can receive food by
drinking. When people are dying you can still memstheir lips. When nothing else can possibly pass
their throats, they can receive liquid. So, deai,s@hatever your state may be, you can surelyivece
Christ, for He comes to you like a cup of cold wai@oes not water run down the throat of itself?iSo

it with the gospel. Only be willing to open your otb to have it and it is yours. Nothing is simpler.

Sometimes divines explain faith until nobody knowisat it is and often and often | have known
sinners look at their faith until they have quitegotten to look to Jesus. This is as foolish & fifian
desired to see a star and, having found a telesstped gazingt it instead ofthroughit. Look how
much he thinks of his telescope. He lengthens hodens the tube and examines it up and down to see
whether it is a good instrument. But he does nettBe star! No, and he never will till he usesttie-
scope properly and looks through it. Do not thifikbelieving in your own faith, but believe in Jesus
Subordinate faith to Christ? It would be ill indeedprefer your cup to the fountain. When you want
comfort, neither muse upon your need, nor studyseif) nor weigh your faith, but set your whole ghin
uponHim who is heaven’s glory and the sinner’s only hopiee essence of faith lies in having done
with self and in receiving from without and thattry any laborious process, but as easily as men r
ceive water by drinking. We do not drink by machjn&Ve just open our mouths and allow the water to
run down, even thus we receive Christ. Be williadhaive grace, be ready, as it were, to imbibe thby
mouth of faith. O blessed faith, which is nothirfgteelf and yet enriches its possessor! O blegsade,
divine living water, which is ours as soon as we\ailling to have it!

Surely there is sweet encouragement here to hasesouls who have said, “I cannot trust Christ. |
dare not receive Him.” You may freely receive Hindaf you do but get Him, He will never take Him-
self away from you. If | were very, very thirstycahfound myself in your room and saw water on the
table, | would not ask whether | might drink, | wdwrink first and ask you afterwards, knowing that
you could not take it away from me after | had odcank it. A poor dog stands at the door of a butch
er's shop. He sees meat, but he does not know whbthmay have it. If he is very, very hungry, he
makes a snatch at it and when he once gets itrtseaff to eat it, for he knows that although tluécher
may take it away from him when it is in his moutle, cannot take it from him after he has eatenatvN
then, needy ones, receive the grace of God into yonost hearts. Receive Jesus into yourselves and
there is no possibility that He will be taken aviieym you. Drink, thirsty one. Drink to the full. Yiocan
never be deprived of that which you have receiwal your inmost self.

Thus | have endeavored to explain the text. | Hdpeeve not darkened what | wished to set in clear-
est light. O Spirit of God, make men see this opegret, this plain riddle of drinking at the fountaf
grace!

II. We are to speak secondly by way of ENCOURAGEMENamI going to dwell upon this figure
of thirst as it is used in the Scriptures, thataynhead every soul that feels its need of Chrisake Him
at once. The first encouragement is tloigy Lord Jesus Christ keeps open house for alksthiones
Kindly turn to the Word of God, for we must back eyperything with Scripture this morning. Let us
read the seventeenth verse of the twenty-seconuterhaf the Book of Revelation, “And the Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And let him that hears sayn€aoAnd let him that is athirst come. And whoever
will, let him take the water of life freely.” No we at Christ’'s door says, “Stay away,” but threees
join with His in crying, “Come.” The Spirit and th&ide and he that hears, all cry, “Come.” “Come.”
“Come.” No officer stands at the door to sort cue tomers and to say, “This one may come and the
other may not,” but the invitation is, “Whoever Wikt him take the water of life freely.” Said bntru-
ly that Christ keeps open house? What can be meeeci more comprehensive than this? Only publish
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it in your neighborhood that you intend to keepropeuse for a day and everybody who comes may eat
and drink what he likes at your expense. You neschdvertise it many times in the newspapers. Only
tell a few of the hungry brotherhood and they willarm like bees. | will warrant you a full tablern
early dawn to the set of sun in any of our crowdadrters, if you will only provide the best meatian
say, “Whoever will, let him come.” How strange st iHow sadly strange, that our Lord Jesus keeps
open house with better food than princes ever pohwa table and yet men will not come. They crowd
for the bread of the body, but neglect their soQigt Lord bids us go into the highways and hedgek a
compel men to come, for otherwise it seems theyldvather perish with hunger and thirst than partak
of the provisions of His grace. O, sirs, if you plerish, it is no fault of Christ’s, for His tabls fur-
nished and the entrance to His banquet hall is freelis name do | declare the absolute freenessiof
grace. He has taken the doors from off the hingeset His hall wide open. He has put away all senti
nels from His table and ordained that none of Hiwants may hinder coming souls. Our orders are,
“Whoever will, let him come,” and it would be a plaviolation of our Master’s orders if we were to
hinder any. His generous invitation is, “Come argloome! Come and welcome! Come and welcome!
Let him that is athirst, come, and whoever wilt,Han take the water of life freely.”

Now, as if it were not enough to keep open hoaselord Jesus goes further, for in the next place,
He issues many invitations of the freest kindill only quote one out of very many. Turn teetfirst
verse of the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, “Ho! Exyone that thirsts, come to the waters and hehhsit
no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy widenatk without money and without price.” Grace
must be gratis. The wortfreely,” in our text makes it clear that salvation is asddlte gift, but here
the fact is put in a negative form that there maynb mistake whatever. Mercy is “without money and
without price”—without price in any possible sen¥ée neither purchase, nor procure, nor earn, nor
produce salvation by merit, effort, sacrifice, ensce. It comes to us, not because we desenmitt,
because we need it. We are blessed with it outeigpodwill and pleasure of the Lord and we do not
purchase it by good deeds, good desires, or pgaaves, or persevering endeavors. We are empty and
He fills us. In order that you may come to Jeswspreparation is required. You may come just as you
are and come at once. Only confess that you neex #sire to have Him, and then take Him by trust-
ing Him. He is like wine and milk, supplying delighnd satisfaction, and you are to take Him as men
would take a drink. How could the invitation be poore broadly than it is? How could it be uttered
more earnestly? It has a, “Ho!” to give it tonglieadesmen in certain parts of London stand outside
their shops and cry, “Buy, buy!” Or call out, “Hotd the passers-by because they are anxious to sell
their wares. Jesus is yet more eager to distriHigeich grace, for He longs to see men saved. Ytai
that pass by, stop here awhile. Turn your atterttiway. Here is something worthy of your thowsght
“Ho! Everyone that thirsts, come to the waters hadhat has no money.” There are many such invita-
tions in the Scriptures and if not all expressedi®ysame metaphor, they are all equally as frdeaan
clear as the one before us. Jesus entreats menkdd Him and live. He bids them come to Him and
find rest for their souls.

Does anyone say, “Well, | know that the ever-l#esSavior keeps open house and that He invites
men freely, but still | am afraid to come”? Perhagsar friend, we may overcome your diffidence by
the help of God if we remind you thatir Lord makes a proclamatiomhich has the weight of His per-
sonal dignity about it and comes as from a kingnTio the seventh chapter of John, the thirty-séven
verse, “In the last day, that great day of thetfebessus stood and cried, saying, If any man tHeshim
come unto Me and drink. He that believes on MethasScripture has said, out of his heart shall flow
rivers of living water.” This is the sovereign Wanfithe King of kings. Standing up in the midsttioé
multitude, He proclaimed His own full and free sdlon, and with His own voice He declared the day
of grace, “If any man thirst, let him come unto lslied drink.” O anxious inquirer, what more do you
need? | wish you could picture Jesus standing mnaidst this morning and using such words! But if
you cannot, if neither faith nor imagination cariphgou to realize His presence, still He is herd by
the mouth of His servant He still cries to thisajrerowd gathered here, “If any man thirst, let lciome
unto Me and drink.” Will you not come? What is @dps you back? The call is to any man, any woman,
any child, anybody. Anyone that needs mercy, anyame desires salvation, let him come and have Je-
sus and eternal life. If you think yourself an @dt; if you seem shut out with seven bolted do@gsdo
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not take upon yourself the responsibility of conderg yourself. Come and try! If you thirst, come to
Christ and He will give you grace at once.

Perhaps a trembler replies, “Yes! Here is a proal#on, but | should be more comforted if | could
readpromises.”Our text is one of the freest promises possibleiilt give unto him that is athirst of the
fountain of the water of life freely.” Come andttése promise now and see if it be not true. Bytif
require another, turn to a grand gospel chaptésarah, the forty-first and let me read you theesev
teenth verse. Will not this suit you? “When the paod needy seek water and there is none and their
tongue fails for thirst, |1 the Lord will hear theinthe God of Israel will not forsake them. | widpen
rivers in high places and fountains in the midsthef valleys: | will make the wilderness a poolaiter
and the dry land springs of water.” Now then, yioattcannot pray, you that are so dried up with ndwa
drought that you cannot get the words out and stafeel the desires within. All you whose very Hesa
do fail you so that you despair of hope, believs gromise of God, who cannot lie and plead it befo
Him. See if God will not open for you fountains thre very mountain tops, where you could least ex-
pect them, and give you comfort which you lookedl fioo. Shall | quote another promise out of many?
There is a sound of abundant refreshment in it ib the forty-fourth of Isaiah, second versewill
pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods uploa dry ground.” He will not only give you enough
to drink, but pour it on you to drench you withidat. Your hot and weary feet shall be ready tetsta
again upon the journey of life, because washedcteahsed by love. There is grace enough in God to
allow it to belavished upon yauf | were in your case, poor thirsty soul, | wdwatch at such a prom-
ise as that. “Lord,” | would say, “I long to haveol. | know | cannot be saved without You. | am sure
that You can save me and lo! | trust You. If | digill die trusting in You!” You are saved, my hher.
There is no fear that God will ever reject a shak thas come to this pass. He will pour floods uymun
yet.

Our gracious Lord, still further to encourage sow come to Him, has been pleased to give many
gracious explanationsf what He meant. You will find one in the fouthapter of John. How sweetly
He explained to the woman at the well what livingtev is and what drinking of it is. He tells yoath
by believing in Him, you receive into yourself elasting life. Further on, in the sixth chapter ohd, at
the thirty-fifth verse, He shows what drinking agtliving water is, “And Jesus said unto them, Itam
bread of life: he that comes to Me shall never leuragnd he that believes on Me shall never thirst.”

| have opened up the plan of salvation many, ntengs, but | will try again. To be saved you must
heartily trust Christ and Him alone. You are toiée on Him. First believe Him—that is, be convinced
that what He says is true and then beliemédim—that is, depend upon what He has done andlat w
He is. He will make His Word good to you. Commituysoul to the Redeemer’s keeping and He will
keep it safely—

“Venture on Him; venture wholly;

Let no other trust intrude.”
There is no venture, but | put it so that you maiclk the idea. Lean your whole weight on Jesusd Hol
on to Jesus as to a life buoy. Buckle your fatgetsus, to sink or swim with Him. If He is a Savioust
Him. Put all your eggs into this basket. Floatyallir treasures in this vessel. Let it be so thétdfcan
and will save sinners He will save you. His Worglisdged that He will save all those who trustads;
cept that Word as infallible and confide all youture to its truth. This is the way of life. | tglbu, be-
loved hearers, that my own personal hope lies ellmy in the hand of my Lord and in no degree else-
where. | have now known the Lord some thirty yearsnore and at this moment, if anyone should ask
me what is my hope of eternal life, | can only aesthat it is just what it was thirty years agomedy,
the work and death of the Lord Jesus in my room stedd. “Have you not preached the gospel for
years?” Yes, | have, with all my might and | hayeGod’s blessing brought many thousands to repent-
ance and faith, but | do not in the slightest degest my hope of heaven upon my preaching. Whateve
the Lord enables me to do for Him is His doing &hsl work and He alone must have the glory of it. |
dare not claim a grain of merit for it. | have of@rist to trust to and | want no more. | have gt
eousness of my own, but | trust to free grace andgdlove. The cross will float me into the port of
peace. If it does not | must be lost, for everyeotiifeboat has gone to the bottom long ago. Cliesus
is my hope and | am persuaded that He is a Sasisu@able for you as He is for me. You young man
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over there, who is about the age which | had redelteen | first trusted Christ, | pray you look tantd

at once. Cease to be always looking to self. If goithirsty, what is the good of looking down your
own throat? What is the good of complaining that yeel too thirsty, or not thirsty enough? Maneris
up and drink! Poor sinner, get away from yourselChrist and take Christ into yourself as a mamsak
water into his body by simply drinking it. Take @trto be your own Savior. Receive Him to be your
sole reliance and you are a saved man. His saaell @eclares the believer to be saved and if yeu, b
ing a believer, are not saved, then none of uhear hope.

Furthermore, our blessed Lord, in order to make\tary plain, has set before liiely emblemsHe
gives us the figure of the rock in the wilderneésu remember how He supplied Israel’'s needs from
day to day till He brought them into rest? The blazed upon the desert sands and the pilgrims were
sorely tried with thirst, so that they murmured dahdught it better to die than to suffer such imvar
burning. How were their pains removed? Moses wishrdd struck the rock and out leaped a stream of
which they drank with eager joy. Can you not sesrtbowing down for a draught or holding their ves-
sels at the place where first the water springthfo©Our Lord Jesus Christ is the smitten rock, from
where flow life and refreshing to all who will agtehe grace. All the need of your spirit, my heare
will be supplied if you are willing to take of thigater of life freely. Come, dip your earthen vésst®
this heavenly river and thirst no more. A smitteavir is the one hope of a sorrowing sinner. Read
Psalm 107:5 and you will find another symbol, dhea the same in a fresh form. “They wandered in
the wilderness, where there is no way; they fouactity to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty, their souls
fainted in them; then they cried unto the Lord heit trouble and He delivered them out of their dis
tresses.” We are at this moment a great caravaeling across this wilderness world. We are all in
need and only God can supply us, but blessed bedatiee, that He will do if we cry to Him in our trou
ble and are willing to receive the grace which Heg us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

Beloved, the very cup of communion and the whaemunion table itself is meant, among other
gracious lessons, to teach us the way of salvakiene is bread. What am | to do with it? Look &t it
Study it? Analyze it? | may, if | choose, but tienhot what it was meant for. It was intended tcehe
en. Use it that way and you use it well. The wioe, is meant to be drunk. It is not placed upantt
ble to be gazed upon, or to be quarreled over betdistilled, but to be drank. This is an actckhany
thirsty person can perform. You poor souls who camio any good thing, surely you can receive of the
food which your heavenly Father provides. If yommat bear fruit and so give something out, you can
take something in. If there is nothing in you, ther all the more room to receive of the divindrfess.

Oh then, let the communion cup, concerning whiah Savior said, “Drink"—let that tell you how to
receive Christ, how to be saved by heartily acogp@hrist.

Our Lord Jesus Christ in His wisdom has givenimigddition, many encouraging instances of men
who have thirsted for grace. | will not detain ywith many of them. We sang a part of the forty-setco
psalm this morning, where David said he longedti@r living God as the hart pants after the water
brooks. Further on in the sixty-third psalm, heesyi“My soul thirsts for God, for the living Godghd a
few verses down he sings, “My soul shall be satisths with marrow and fatness.” If you thirst after
God you shall soon be satisfied. May your thirstéase until you get Him and then shall you bedill
to the full.

Once moreOur Lord has been pleased to give His own spededding to thehirsty ones for,
when He opened His mouth upon the mountain and gavehe benedictions which commence His
memorable sermon, He said, “Blessed are theydbdtunger and thirst after righteousness, for they
shall be filled.” Oh, then, yothirsty ones, you are blessed in your very desires argirigd

| do not know what more to say to you. What morel@¢@veninspiration utter? This blessed Book
has set before you such a wealth of precious thimatsone can barely imagine more. Whavaed is
that thetruth be applied and that yalo now come and take Chridtbeg you to ecollectthat you must
take Christ by a personal act, each one for hinwgeliferself. Each one must willingly believe, foods
forces Christ on n@ne If | am thirsty | must drink No well or river can quench my thirst if | do not
personally drink. It stands just thus, dsaul, you must accept Christ or you are |d8e sure of this,
that God Himself cannot, will not, save you unlges accept ChristHe isomnipotent but He cannot
act contrary to His own solemn declaration and Hg $aid, “He that believes not shall be damned.” If
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you do not believe in Chrisyou must be lost to a certaintyou must yourself believe or be a castaway
Do not think that th@raceof repentance or faith will be worked in you agdinour will. You labor un-
der a great mistake if you think.séou must joyfully take Christ or die in your sin&/hy should you
not take Him? Is this some bitter medicine | amspieg on you and are you a Silly child who must be
coaxed into taking it? No, | set before you thed_.desus who iswveetness itself. Why should you need
persuading? Do you secretly hope that there magobee other salvation? You are greatly deceived if
you do, for the Son of God would not have diedawesif it could have been done in any other waily

no otherfountain can you drinkWhat keeps you back from this? Are you tryingitalfreasons why
you should not come to Christ? That is ruinous aargelf Few persons hunt up arguments against
themselves. If there is any money in dispute imartcof law, each party will hunt out reasons f& h
having it butl never saw a man stand up in court and plead sighis own interestdVill youturn ad-
vocate for the devil against yourself? Will you @r@rguments to seal your own condemnation? When
Jesus Christ says, “Let him thatithirstcome,” will you stand in your own way and block yaur own
path to life? Will yougive God the lidor the sake of destroying your own soul? Surefyamia must be
upon you It is the wisest thing to say, “| am an undeseagyhell-deserving sinnebut if God is infinite

in mercy, why should He not save me as well as mmwse? He declares that if | trust His Son Hé wil
pardon mel will trust His Son and partake of His forgivenebte bids me drink of the water of life

will drink. | will not question my right to comeHe bids me do so and | will obey. | take Him at His
Word. | trust in the blood of Jesus. Lord, recamne, for | receive Your Son. | have been trying does
myself and waiting until | felt something, or didmsething, in and of myselbut now, Lord, although |
neither see nor feel anything but my lost estati®, believe that Jesus can save me and |drusim.”

If this is your true act, dedweaer, you are a saved mdfven if you only believed a minute ago, you
have passed from death to lifthe moment a sinner believes, he is justifilie atoning blood operates
the moment faith sees it. O you who have but tig$aint believed, go your way and rejoi¥®u are in
the hand of Jesus and none can pluck you from Him

| have thus tried to preach a very plain sermamntaining the A B C of thgospel | believe that
God will bless it to the conversion of many. | $hm terribly disappointed if He does not. | have e
treated Him to let His own message have free caamdanighty effect and | know that He will hear me.
| beg God’s people to pray that this sermon mayosecwithin thegospelnet more fish than ever we
have had beforéSome of you seekers have, up to now, thought dlog df mercy to be bolted against
you. See, i stands wide operCome and welcomeéf any softness of feeling is stealing over yaat, it
work while you gladly vield. Do not talk nonsense the way home and so lose the effect of the dis-
course. Hasten to your chambers, fall upon youeg&rand rise not till you have accepted Jesus as your
own Savior. If you do so, salvation will have coteeyour house this day and God will be glorified.
Amen and amen
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