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MEN BEWITCHED
NO. 1546

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“O foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, thaiwyshould not obey the truth,
before whose eyes Jesus Christ has been evidently
set forth, crucified among you?”
Galatians 3:1.

WITH very great enthusiasm the Galatians receitnedgospel when Paul preached it to them. They
seem to have been a very warm-hearted but ficldplpeand Paul found to his great grief that, whi¢e
was away from them, certain false teachers camadnurned them aside from the gospel which he had
delivered to them. He spoke out very plainly abibngt matter. In this verse he uses very strong terms
while he says to them, “O foolish Galatians, wha @witched you, that you should not obey the
truth?” 1 do not know that any such witchery hadtefaupon any of you, but | do know that, being men
we are all subject to like dangers and | know &hed there is a witchery in the very air at thiadj so
that many are to be found throughout the churcligkie land to whom these words might be justly
spoken.

We can only hope to escape this evil which Padles@rely condemns by the use of right cautionary
means. It is only, in fact, as the Holy Spirit $tk&lep us that we shall be preserved from the fiasicins
of error and kept true to the grand old gospeheflilessed God. At this time | shall very briefbeak,
in the first place, upothe subtle danger which is hinted at here, “Who has bewitched yog8@tondly,
at more length | shall speak upte blessed preservative. There is no way of being kept from this
witchery like having Christ Jesus set forth amosgavidently crucified,. And, thirdly, a few words,
closing, uporthe supreme folly of any who, having tried this divine preservatineyertheless, do be-
come bewitched by error.

|. First, then, let us think of THE SUBTLE DANGER whigs always around us. It was hard work
to preach the gospel at first among the heathem el to lay down their lives to do it. They had to
propound new things which the heathen mind didreatlily receive. But by the power of the Spirit of
God, converts were made and churches were formed .nAw came another difficulty. Even those that
were converted, or appeared to be so, became dydakeit were bewitched with error of one kind or
another, just as in families children are suddeaken ill with certain complaints which seem incits
to childhood. If parents had never heard of suangghbefore, they would be astonished. They would
suppose that they must lose their children wheh smaccountable diseases suddenly appeared in them
and yet they survive. In the family of Christ camtapidemics break out at times. We cannot tell why
they should come just then and at first, perhajgsase puzzled and perplexed to think that sucradese
should come at all. But they do come and hencewadll to be on our guard against them. Paul dalls
being bewitched, because these people fell inemgé error, error which had no argument to back it,
error surprising and startling. He seems to saydfinot make it out. I cannot understand how you
should be thus misled.” In Paul’s day the error g@aserally that of Judaism. They wanted to go lack
circumcision and to the old sacrifices of the l&®aul was indignant enough about this. “I testifyg’
said, “to everyone of you, that if he is circumdshke is a debtor to keep the whole law and hddihas
en from grace. If you go back to the old beggakdyrents of Judaism, you are leaving Christ anctteje
ing Christ, and imperiling your souls.” He declatieat he could not understand how they should wash
do it. He calls it witchery, for in his day it waglieved that men could cast an evil spell upon ame
other and thus work evil upon their fellow mensdéemed to Paul to be something like that—as if the
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devil himself, were in it and came and turned meayafrom Christ Jesus to go back to trusting in the
law and its obsolete ceremonies.

It was not long before Paul found another kindeobr in the church. There came in among the
humble believers certain men of education, who ghothemselves highly intelligent—men who knew
something about Socrates and Plato—and they sBEi@sé doctrines are too plain. The poor people un-
derstand them and they come into the church, budaubt they have a deeper meaning intended only
for the initiated.” So they began to spiritualizeegything and in the process, they spirited awayvéry
gospel itself. Paul could not endure it. He saat though he or an angel from heaven should praagh
other gospel than that which he had preached, ildvbe a cursed deed. Whether it were Judaism or
Gnosticism, he smote it heavily and said to thoke fell into it, “Who has bewitched you?”

You who read church history know that in latersagee church fell into Arianism. There were great
disputes about the deity of Christ and the airafdong time was full of that deadly plague. Wheat th
battle was over and such men as Athanasius hddds#ie question of our Redeemer’s Godhead, then
came up all the superstitions of Rome—that awfudmght, black with murky clouds, which covered
the church for ages. Indeed, if we look back omolnys it seems like a witchcraft, that men who hiael
gospel preached among them in all its glorious Boityy should after all submit their minds to such
debasing falsehoods as those of old Rome and atestremselves before images of wood and stone
after a heathen manner, even as their pagan foezfalhad done.

At this present time it is a marvel to some ohosv the churches have been bewitched again. When
| was a boy, | recollect hearing Mr. Jay say, “Bisa is a lie!” | remember the words coming jugeli
that from his reverend lips and everybody, or neaxerybody, fought with him. It was a wonderful
event if a high church or ritualistic place was spt Everybody was astonished at it and if you,said
“This is the Church of England and this is accogdio her prayer-book,” everybody said you were un-
charitable and that it was not so. They pitied f®ars and said that a dozen men were going towards
Rome and that was all. Look now, sirs. These thargsopenly done. Our parish churches are common-
ly turned into mass houses and the Church of Edgkaslightly to be distinguished, in many parishes
from the Church of Rome, and yet nobody is astaustind if we make a remark about it, we are set
down as bigoted. Who has bewitched this Protestenat? With Smithfield scarcely yet swept of the
ashes of her martyrs, they set up the crucifixrdgaihat would Oliver Cromwell say if he and hisrro
sides could come back to see what they are maKitigioland? | know some strong things he would
say and as | cannot speak such vigorous words a®tlel have uttered, | leave the subject with words
borrowed from Paul which well suit the case, “Olisio Englishmen, who has bewitched you that you
should thus turn aside?”

Nor is this all. You see this witchery in anotlwgay among our dissenting churches. At a time not
yet forgotten, Unitarianism and Socinianism grabuadept into Non-conforming congregations and the
pulpits lost their testimony for Christ. The megtimuses were deserted and true religion seemed dyi
out of the land. Then came Whitefield and Wesleg ah their troop of Methodists and the blessed
flame that was almost quenched burned up againvenaf this generation, have said one to another,
“That experiment will never be repeated—the Non4Ganist churches will never go in that direction
again. They know better. They see the ill-effectrd$ modern teaching and they will now stick te th
grand old gospel.” So | dreamed, but | dream i ¥ey no longer, for scarcely do | look anywheré bu
| find the gospel of Christ diluted, the milk ofetiWord adulterated and the grand gospel, as Luatier
Calvin would have thundered it out, seldom enouwgbéd heard. O foolish Non-Conformists, who has
bewitched you that you should not obey the truth,dhould seek after this novelty and the others-thi
refinement and the other, and let your God andd@ao? As for us, if we stand alone, God forbid tha
we should glory save in the cross of our Lord J&dusst. This is the peril.

Il. Our second head is THE ONLY PRESERVATIVE. The algosays that the Galatians had had
Christ set forth before their eyes crucified amtmgm.
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Well then, if you want to be kept right and soumdhe faith, the first thing is to get the rightigect
fixed in the center of your hearts—Jesus Christifird. Paul says that he preached that. He sefsJes
forth. Whatever else he might not have made cleadid set forth the person and work of Jesus Chris
Beloved, settle this in your soul, that your sotgodn and the main subject of your meditation shall a
ways be Jesus Christ. Whatever | do not know, OLorg, help me to know You. Whatever | do not
believe, enable me to believe You and to trust ¥od to take Your every Word as the very truth of
God. Beloved, away with the religion that hasdittif Christ in it. Christ must be Alpha and Omega,
first and last. The religion that is made up of damgs and our feelings and our willings is adalsod.
Our religion must have Christ for the foundatiomriSt as the cornerstone, Christ as the top simme,
if we are not based and bottomed, grounded ankkdeatpon Him, our religion is vain. Paul wonders
that any to whom Christ has been the chief thingughever have been bewitched and | think that if
Christ is really such to your souls, you will natrt aside through error, but Christ crucified viibld
you fast.

But Paul says not only that he had preached Ciorister, but that he had set Him forth, by which |
understand that he had taken pains to make allt&imist clear to them. He had preached His peason
man and God. He had preached His work as the @@aarifice. He had preached Him as risen and
pleading before the throne of God. He had prea¢tigdas our substitute. He had made this the main
doctrine—that if we are saved, we are saved byitigeousness of Christ and our sin is put away be-
cause Christ bore it in our place and sufferedpinealty due for it that so the justice of God migbt
satisfied and we might be saved. That is what Hemedy Christ crucified. He had gone into details o
this point and set forth the glorious doctrines aiheluster about the cross. Brethren, if you wartbe
kept from the modern witcheries, think much of Ghand go into detail about Him. Be familiar with
His divine person. Be well acquainted with His telaships and His offices. Know what He is in the
covenant of grace, what He is to the Father, whaatsHo you. Oh seek to know Him! He yet surpasses
knowledge, but be students of Christ. Do not hawveeae superficial knowledge of Him, but seek to
know Christ and to be found in Him. This will kegpu free from error.

When the apostle says that He set Christ forthmbans, next, that he had done it with great plain-
ness. The Greek word has to do with a program gnoaelamation. It is as good as to say, “I have set
Christ before you as plainly as if | had printegraat bill and stuck it up before your eyes. | hauethe
letters down in capitals. As a King, when he makgsoclamation, puts it on the walls and callsratte
tion to it, so,” says Paul, “I have set forth Chhefore you. | have not talked of Him in a mystiaay,
so that you did not know what | meant, but | hageHlim forth. | have said of Him that He suffered i
our stead and was made a curse for us, as ittemwriCursed is everyone that hangs on a tree.”

Paul set forth Jesus plainly. Now, you know theywawhich Jesus Christ is preached by some. It
was well described by old Dr. Duncan when he sdidey preach that the death of Christ in some way
or other had some sort of connection, in some waptlter, with the salvation of men.” Yes, thattis-i
misty, cloudy, foggy—a bottle of smoke. We do nggeh Christ in that way, but we just say this,éTh
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” aneédause He was oppressed and He was afflicted in the
room and place and stead of the guilty, therefeesdsod most freely remit the sin of believers laiald
them go their way. Substitution—may we never stamorer that—Christ in the sinner’s stead.

Beloved, if you will get a hold of that truth aget it well worked into your soul, you will be more
than a match for the ritualism or rationalism dgthge. Give up that doctrine? The man who has once
drunk it in and knows its sweetness cannot giwpjtfor he gets to feel that, having once belietei
acts in him as a detector by which he discoverstwhéalse doctrine and it gives him a taste which
makes false doctrine loathsome to him, so thatrhes,c*Away with it.” If anything contrary to this
comes before him, he does not timidly say, “Evedgbbas a right to his opinion,” but he says, “Yes,
they may have a right to their opinion and so hiasemine and my opinion is that any opinion which
takes away from the glory of Christ's substitutipngacrifice is a detestable opinion.” Get the real
atonement of Christ thoroughly into your soul and yill not be bewitched.
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Nor is this all. Paul says that Christ was sethfarucified visibly among them. Did you ever see
Christ in this way? | do not ask whether you eav & vision. Who wishes for that? | do not ask Wwhet
er your imagination was so worked upon that yowgfm you saw the Savior. There would be no par-
ticular use in that, for thousands did actually Bi® on the cross and they thrust out their tongates
Him and perished in their sins. But let me tell ybat it is one of the most strengthening thingsuo
piety to get to feel by faith as though we did ddhbe Savior. We do not expect to see Him until He
comes, yet when we have been alone in our chamigehave as much realized His presence without
the use of our eyes as if we had literally seen.Hil@ has been certainly sensibly crucified befage u
for this is the point. He says that he had sehf@hrist with such vividness—he had word-painted so
thoroughly well, he had spoken so plainly and sopy, that they seemed to say, “We see it. Chnist i
our stead. Christ bleeding for our sin.” They segntwesee Him as if He were before them in theirgnid
My dear friends, do not say, “Christ died on Cayvarhat is thousands of miles off.” | know that He
did, but what matters it where He died as to legalHe loved you and gave Himself for you. Let Him
be to you as though He were crucified at Newindgdotts, and as though His cross were in the middle
of this tabernacle. “Oh, but He died nineteen haddrears ago.” | know He did, but the efficacy a$ H
death is a thing of today. “He died unto sin oncahé that once pours the splendor of its efficaty al
down the ages and the thing for you to do is tbdsef you saw Him dying now, on the tree now—uwith
you standing at the foot of the cross and lookipgand seeing Him looking down from off that cross
and saying, “I did all this for you.” Cannot youkatie Lord to make it as vivid as that to you? htya
while I am looking upon this great throng, to fargeu all and to see Jesus standing here with diiie n
prints. Oh, if | could see Him, how humbly | woulttkow myself at His feet! With what love would |
embrace Him! With what reverence would | adore HBot my Master, | am so sure of the fact that
You did die in my stead and that my sins were ¢aidyou, that even now | see You discharging all my
debt and bearing all my curse. Though You are dorgory, yet | vividly realize that You were here.
This has become a fact to me.

Whenever you get into company where they arerglidbout the doctrines of grace and sneering
about them, and whenever you get into another dassmpany where they say, “Away with your sim-
ple worship of God! You must have priests and iseeand altars and all"—do not argue with them. Get
alone and ask to see Jesus Christ over againf 8ese is anything of popish finery about Him. $ee
there is anything of this philosophy, falsely sdlexh about Him. You will determine as soon as you
have seen Him that you will call all things elsatya and lies, and bind His gospel to your heatte T
cross is the school of orthodoxy. Endeavor to kibepe. While | have been alone on the Continent, |
have, in my quiet moments, had realizations of mgstdr's presence and then | have wished that |
could borrow the wings of a dove, so that | midiart and there stand up and talk to you. | have been
very sick and full of pain, and depressed in spinidl | have judged myself to be of all men mostamw
thy, and | judged truly. | stand to that judgmetill.d felt myself only worthy to be shaken likeusit
from off the feet of my Lord and cast into the battess pit forever. Then it was that my Substitus
my hope and in my lonely chamber at Mentone, | gltmmHis dear skirts. | looked into His wounds. |
trusted myself with Him again and | know that | ansaved man. | tell you there is no salvation in an
other, but only in Jesus. You will not be led aayany other doctrine if you will return continuatio
this truth. Some men want a sound pummeling witlicabn to get them to love Christ, and some old
professors need a touch of poverty sometimes dtle a&ffliction, or a rack of rheumatism and that
would bring them to their bearings, and they bdgirry out after realities and get rid of whims and
fancies. When it comes to close dealings betweeth &al your soul, and death stares you in the face,
nothing will do but a crucified Redeemer, and nofience will do but a sinner’s childlike relianap-
on the finished work of Him who suffered in ourade | speak strongly, but | feel a thousand times
more strongly than | can speak.

[I1. The last point is THE SUPREME FOLLY of those whoulbleave Jesus for anything else.
Suppose that a man should once have trusted irs I&sust simply and have realized the death of
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Christ, and have come into real contact with theglybleeding Master. And suppose that, after theat,
should begin to put his confidence in priests axtaments, or suppose that he should, after thagrp

his lavender kid gloves and become a philosopheratwiould he be? Now, do not tell anybody, | pray
you. Keep it to yourselves. The apostle Paul ditlaifect the manners of a gentleman, but he spoke
very plainly indeed. Do not tell your learned ndighs that | said it, because | did not say itslPiaul
that said it. He says that a man who should dowlatd be A FOOL. “Oh, foolish Galatians!” What
are you at, Paul? They have only been decoratieig $kervice. Surely you cannot object to that. Don’
you know, Paul that the old Jewish priest usedeana splendid breastplate worked with jewels and h
had an ephod adorned with bells and pomegranates® $ the worship of God we ought to do things
decorously and properly! And on this plea thesea@ats have decked themselves out exceedingly.
“They are foolish Galatians!” Paul says. Very ruadeéhim, mark you, very rude of him! | shall not at-
tempt to excuse him, for | fully endorse his vetdic

But here is a gentleman who has been reading Bat@fter reading Plato, he has been reading the
words of Jesus Christ, and he says that they deonean what the common people think they mean—
that there is a very mysterious philosophical séndden within them. For instance, when Jesus €hris
says, “These shall go away into everlasting punestih it does not mean at all what the words say. |
means that they shall ultimately be restored. NBaul, this gentleman is a philosopher, what do you
say of him? He says, “He is foolish!” That is all says and all that he needs to say, for learnbdigo
folly at its height. “Oh, foolish Galatians! Whoshkewitched you?”

Why do we think these people foolish? Becauseheilsl be foolish ourselves if we were to do the
same. A good many years ago, when | was abouefifte sixteen years of age, | wanted a Savior and |
heard the gospel preached by a poor man, who satteiname of Jesus, “Look unto Me and be you
saved, all the ends of the earth.” It was verymnglish and | understood it, and obeyed it anahéb
rest. | owe all my happiness since then to the galaia doctrine. Now, suppose that | were to say, “
have read a great many books and there are amgeesat people willing to hear me. | really could not
preach such a commonplace gospel as | did at$te fimust put it in a sophisticated way so thaen
but the elite can understand me”? | would be—whatla/ | be? | should be a fool, written in large let
ters. | should be worse than that, | should beaidotrto my God, for if | was saved by a simple pgls
then | am bound to preach that same simple gosbledlie, so that others too may be saved by ihaW
| cease to preach salvation by faith in Jesusppmuinto a lunatic asylum, for you may be sure that
mind is gone.

There are hundreds of you who feel perfectly happZhrist. You believe that all your sins are
washed away, that you are justified by the righse@ss of Christ and accepted in the Beloved. Now,
suppose that you give that up and say, “Insteabtetibving in Christ’'s dying once and making an
atonement, | am going to believe in the perpetaalice offered by a human being in the mass”? You
would be very foolish. Suppose that instead oftimgsin Jesus Christ for perfect pardon and jusdHi
tion, so that you know that there is no condemmnatiioyou because you are in Christ Jesus, you go ba
to works and say, “I am going to work out my owivaton by my own good works”? You will be fool-
ish to the last degree and you will soon discolerfact by the misery that would come over yourispi

Look again. When you have lived nearest to Clamgt trusted most in Him, have you not felt most
desire after holiness? Now, tell me, if you havedrthe modern views, what state of mind have you
been in with regard to your daily walk? | will tgibu. You could, with those modern views, frequibet
theater and the music hall and feel quite easy. ymdcould do a sharp trick in business and fesl-co
fortable, but you know that when you have seen sthyou cannot do anything of the kind. You are
sanctified by His presence. You feel a strong degfter perfect purity. You feel a horror and aadref
sin. You walk tenderly and cautiously and you apgvéd down by distress of mind at the thought of
your imperfections. Judge, then, which must beriglet doctrine. That which makes you most holy
must certainly be true, and if you turn away froouryLord, whose very presence breathes sanctificati
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and communion with whom is sure to bring holing®a will be a fool, and we shall have to say, “Oh,
foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you?”

During the last few meetings that we have had,lmayedear Brothers Fullerton and Smith have been
preaching the gospel, the straight-out gospel sfisg€hrist. And at one meeting, held afterwardseth
were scores of persons who rose up to tell of whettministry had done for their souls by God the H
ly Spirit. There were thieves reclaimed, drunkdai@eed, harlots reclaimed, great sinners reclaimed.
Well, now, suppose that after all some of you ladird gentlemen should say, “We see what the gospel
can do, but we are going to try something else”@ Mould be fools. | am always ready to try a new
machine. We will try the electric light one of tleedays instead of gas when we are sure of it, Uqut s
pose that it should all go out and leave us indidwd! | will wait till the invention has been tedteSo it
may happen with the new religious lights that mendoup, which are like dim rush lights compared
with the blazing sun of gospel truth. We are nahgdo try anything new to the risk of our soulseW
are going to keep to the old, old gospel untisitvorn out. When it gets worn out and will not savng
more, and will not comfort any more and will notdrus near to God any more, then will be the time
for us to think of something fresh. But as that hascome to pass, | beg to say that | will drivether
nail into my old colors and fasten them anew todigemast.

What | have preached among you these twenty-saxsyewill preach again, for | am determined to
know nothing among men but Christ and Him crucifidédd may neither the preacher become a fool,
nor any of his hearers become fools, by being lebed, so that they forsake the glorious gospekeof J
sus Christ. Oh that you all knew its power and wadtesaved by it! God grant that you may be, for Je
sus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon Caollection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.
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