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A PLAIN ANSWER TO AN IMPORTANT INQUIRY
NO. 1521

A SERMON
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the kvof God,
that you believe on Him whom He has sent.”
John 6:29.

NOTICE the connection or you will miss the meanafighe words, for at first sight it looks as if our
Savior taught us that it is the work of God forta$elieve on Him. Now, that would be quite truel an
is very plainly taught in other parts of Scripttinat faith is the work of God, but that is not teaching
in this particular instance, as will be very pldiryou look at the context. First, our Savior séadthe
people, “See how you labor after the bread of ymdies. You have been running all round the caast t
find Me in order that | might feed you again wittales and fishes. Now,” He says, “let your labar ru
after something better. Labor not for the meat gaatshes, but for that which endures to life eaéfn
He gently rebukes them, “Do not spend all yourrgjte in seeking after temporal good, but think @abou
your immortal natures. Satisfy the hunger of yquirits, the better part of you.” They immediately-a
swered, “You tell us to labor after the bread thags not perish. What shall we do that we mightkwor
the work of God and so obtain it?” Our translatfails to let us see that they used precisely timesa
word as the Savior had done. He said, “labor,” tr@y said, “What shall we do that we may labor this
labor of God? What is it?” They took Him at His wand they put a question in accordance therewith.

When men begin to be awakened about spirituagthithey naturally cry, “What must we do to be
saved? What must we do that we may work the woréad?” It is a faulty question—it is a question
very much shaped by their ignorance and error. Bugypose that there are works to be done and merit
to be earned by doing and obeying a law, and sogheit in that shape, “What shall we do? Whatlsha
we work that we may work the work of God?” The $awdid not chide them for the shape of the ques-
tion. It was not the time to expect accuracy, batdgave them such truth as they could understand and
He replied, “You want to know what work you mustttiat shall be ‘the work of God,” or a work pleas-
ing to God? This, then, is ‘the work of God,” thenw most pleasing to God of all the works that ban
done by men, that you believe on Him whom He has’s&he teaching here is not that faith is worked
in us by God, which | have already said is a gredh of God, but it is this—that if men desirework,
the first and chief of all work is that they beleeon Jesus Christ whom God has sent. Does any bian o
ject to faith being called the work of man? If heed, | ask him wherefore he objects. It is true thaigh
is the gift of God, but this does not change fon@ment the other truth that faith is the work ofrma
for it is and must be the act of man. No one inseisses can deny that. Will you venture to sayrtieat
does not believe? Then | venture to tell you thatino does not personally believe in Jesus ista los
man and if there is such a thing as a faith whichat a man’s own act and deed it will not save. him
The man must himself believe or perish. This isglan doctrine of Scripture. Repentance is worked
us by the Holy Spirit, but we must, ourselves, rdme we shall never be saved. Faith is workedsitby
the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit does not b&keor repent—these are a man’s own acts. With our
hearts we believe unto righteousness. If we dobetieve, then we are not partakers of the promise
which is given to those who do believe. Faith isréfiore the work of man and it is the chief of wgrk
the work most pleasing to God, the most godlikekywor as the text puts it, “This is the work of God
that you believe on Him whom He has sent.”

To open up this one thought | pray for help fromhigh—it is just this—thatfaith is the most pleas-
ing of all the works that man can.dois here called, “the work,” but not strictipé properly, for it can
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never be ranged with the works of the law, fromahihit essentially differs. But the Savior took e t
word which they used and spoke to their ignoraheé e might instruct them.

|. Regarding it as a work, faith is most pleasing wdGor, first, IT IS THE COMPREHENSIVE
SUMMARY OF ALL TRUE WORK.There lies within the loins of faith every possitden of holiness.

As a forest may lie asleep within an acorn, so withe bounds of faith, little though it is, everytue

lies hidden. It may be microscopic in form, busitertainly there and only needs development. Repe
ance dwells in faith, for he that believes in JeShsist unto salvation knows that he is a sinnet la@
must have some hatred of sin, or else he wouldhawe¢ taken Christ to deliver him from his sin. Love
to God is there, for most assuredly, when | trustaa—completely trust him—it would be impossible
for me to do so unless | felt some leaning of myitsfpwards him, and the complete trusting of el

to Christ, which is faith, has had in it no smakasure of love to Christ. If | had before me adisall

the graces of the Spirit of God and | were to tdleam up one by one and then analyze faith, | should
find some measure of all these good works of thet3pdden away in the simple act of believing in
Jesus Christ.

| know what some of you have said, “Is that aittham to do in order to be saved? Am | simply
and alone to believe in Christ, that is, trust nfysgth Him?” Yes, that is all and it is so smalh act
that the most uneducated heart can perform itybytwithin it there are inconceivable mysteries of
goodness. Just as sometimes inside a walnut shelld seen packed away with careful art all sdrts o
gems and jewels, “with my lady’s gloves to weam’within this little walnut shell of, “believe and
live,” there will be found by any careful eye dietgraces of the Spirit of God.

What is moreall the graces come out of faith in due tinf@, faith sums up the whole of a Chris-
tian’s life. Now, my brethren, | challenge you &ad the eleventh chapter of Hebrews and see itgou
think of anything noble, brave, glorious which ma its counterpart in that chapter. But recolléds a
description of the heroism—not of this virtue ortloét, but of faith. In the long list, beginningtiviAbel
and going down to the last, faith worked all. Friaith comes the power that stops the mouths oflion
guenches the violence of flames. Out of weaknesslmeeome strong. It is faith that tramples on temp-
tation. It is faith that overcomes the world. Itffagth that attains to holiness. Within the compakthat
little babe whom you hold in your hand, a slendeight that you can scarcely feel, there are allelhe
ements of yonder man of six feet who leads theindhe royal host and so the true Christian mattén
perfection of the stature of Christ is all withimetbabe in grace who cries, “Lord, | believe. Héfqu
my unbelief.”

| can well understand why our Savior should sdfyy6u wish to work the work of God, you must
believe in Jesus Christ whom He has sent,” fohat &ct lies all the virtues and out of that adt griow
all the virtues in due time.

II. But now, secondly, this simple matter of trustiegus Christ which is called FAITH, IS, IN IT-
SELF, MOST PLEASING TO GOD.

First, it is the creature acknowledging its GAhile a man says, “I do not care about my scud”
lives in atheism, disowning God, living as if thavere no God. When a man says, “l need no saving,”
that is contradicting God'’s testimony wherein Heldees that we are all gone out of the way and have
altogether become abominable. When a man saysayllme wrong, but | can get right by myself. My
own good deeds will save me,” he is setting himgplin independence of his God. In fact, he is mgki
himself his own God and so, practically, setting arpther God. But when the man cries, “I have
sinned,” there is an acknowledgment that the lagosd and holy and just. When he then adds, “I have
so sinned that | deserve punishment and | submgethyo it,” there is a recognition of the court of
heaven and an admission of the righteousness séittences. The rebellious heart submits itseleo
authority of God. When he further says, “But | hdéneard, great God, that You have given Your Son to
bleed and die for sinners and that He is able ¥e $a the uttermost them that trust Him and | disttr
Him,” the submission of the man to God is compl&efore, he said, “I do not believe it. It does not
stand to reason”—that is proud reason still a reDehe said, “It may or may not be so, but | do see
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the peculiar beauty of an atoning sacrifice.” Thewgain, is the proud heart kicking against God.tBe

man comes into his right place when he believeseMie believes in Jesus Christ and accepts mercy
through the great sacrifice, God is well-pleasechhee His poor erringreature has come into its right
placeand God sees in the act of faith the restitutiorigifteousness.

Again, God is pleased with faith becausaccepts God’'s way of reconciliatiotsod has given
Christ that He might reconcile us to Himself by Hwihen a man says, “I take Christ to be my Savior,”
he accepts God’s way of reconciliation and then @odt be reconciled, for He has promised to be so.
As He longs to be reconciled and wills not that ahguld perish, but that they should come to repent
ance, so does He rejoice when they are willing &kenpeace with Him in His own appointed way. It
shows a deference to His wisdom, a confidence sléie, a yielding to His divine will, and that is
what He seeks after. All this, | say, is includedaith and makes it well pleasing to God.

Perhaps the most acceptable element in faithet@yle of God is the fact thiatputs honor upon Je-
sus Christfor He dearly loves His Son. We cannot tell howemlés the love of the Father towards His
only begotten Son. That which dishonors Jesus inestery obnoxious to the Father and your self-
confidence, my friend, is a dishonor to the menidl #alvation of Christ and God abhors it. But when
you fling that all away and have no hope but ingheat atonement which He has made, then, | say, be
cause your faith honors Jesus, therefore God dslight and He will honor your faith. It is not ggible
that He should cast a soul away that clings togtieat High Priest. Oh, if you look to Jesus, thet ef
yours shall never lose its sight. If your heamg$ to Jesus, that heart of yours shall neveritedee. If
your soul joys in Jesus, that soul of yours shedlem lose its joy.

The fact is, that faitputs us into a right relationship with Gofty what is the right relationship of a
creature to his God but that @épendence it not most suitable that since God made usHmdias all
power and all strength, we should depend upon Hinotir being, as well as for our well-being? See
how He hangs the world upon nothing. This roundbgloever starts nor falters, but is steadily upireld
its mighty march by the unseen hand of God. Yorsdars, mighty worlds though they are, have no
power to keep themselves in their places, but tveep of God which establishes them. All things hang
upon Him and the only position for a created besnipat of entire dependence—what is that but Paith
believe that there is faith in heaven. Do notite#l there is no faith there. | believe it to be éssence of
heaven that the glorified exercise unquestioninidy fand never feel a doubt. It will be the joy afeey
spirit before the throne of God to depend every manfor its immortality and bliss upon God and & b
quite confident that He will never fail it. Somertsoof faith will be turned to sight—but if faitls confi-
dence in God, | bless God | shall have a great meaé of it in heaven than | can have here. A perfe
child must have a perfect faith in a perfect FatlBscause faith brings the creature back to conscio
dependence, therefore God is well-pleased with it.

Faith restores us by putting us into a placehallike rest If a son has fallen into the hands of a ma-
licious individual who has whispered into his daatthis father hates him—that he is doing all hespo
bly can to ruin him—at first the youth will not lele the accusation, but perhaps after a whiledie b
gins to think it is true. From that time forwardeey action that his father does will be interpretee
wrong way—and if there is anything in the fathdifs which is more kind than usual, it is highlyobr
able that this poor misled boy will see a deepétlsty of malice in it than in his father’s ordiyaac-
tions. The lad will break his father's commands a&ed and anger him. What is the first thing to be
done to set that youth right? You may make him ditga father and then he will behave properly & hi
outward actions, but he will only be waiting hisé to break loose. Suppose it to be possible toemak
him believe in his father and to be assured thafdther loved him and had all along been the lghde
man on earth, he would run into his father’'s arklhs.will be willing enough to obey a parent whom he
trusts—it will be his delight to do so.

You have won his confidence and everything istrighw. This is what faith does to us. The devil
and our own corrupt nature say, “God is unkind,Herhas made an awful hell,” and so on. Faith inter
poses and cries, “He has put away His wrath. Hentede full atonement for sin. He is willing to re-
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ceive us.” Then faith says, “Trust Him. Trust Himglicitly.” And when the soul has done that, then
faith testifies, “He has loved you with an eveiilagtlove. Jesus died for you and He has provided a
heaven for you.” Let this be known and felt and twdo@hange takes place! Oh, then you hate your sin!
Oh, then you are ready to say, “How could | plag filol against one so kind, so good, so right?”é&snd
this impulse you will serve Him and live for Himhat simple matter of believing Him has done it kll.

is the hinge on which character turns. Hard thasightGod lead to acts of rebellion, but a childldan-
fidence in infinite love softens the heart and $ifies it and makes the man a true child towards th
great Father. Do you wonder, then, that there ishmn faith in itself which is pleasing to God? Atid
you ask what great works you are to do to please, @@ shall not tell you to build a row of alms-
houses, or endow an orphanage, or give your bodhe tourned—believe in Jesus Christ and you have
done more than all these things put together.

I11. And now a third reason why faith is so great aghsthis—FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST IS THE
TEST OF WORKING FOR GOD, for all the works that eweere, without faith in Jesus Christ, are not
works for God at all.

Let me explain and prove my point. Suppose thpéraon should say, “But | mean to live for the
great God and work for Him.” Without faitihe spirit of work is wrongMy friend, suppose you said to
me, “I will live for you and spend my life in yoservice, but | am not going to believe what you3ay
There would be a point of disagreement betweenhishawvould render it impossible for you to be of
any service to me or for anything that you did éodb any value to me. You call me a liar to begithw
and then say you serve me? Many of you that haaedhiibe gospel may perhaps think that you are serv-
ing God, though you have never believed in Chbst, | tell you, your best actions are nothing but
whitewashed sins. All that you do must be destitiditeeal excellence because you begin by making God
a liar. It is a hard word, you say. | cannot helgit is the word of John, the most gentle spiritcangst
all biblical characters. John says, “He that belgenot has made God a liar because he has notdatlie
on the Son of God.” If you begin by calling Godiar,| | do not care much what you do after that. |
would a great deal rather you should be moral thranoral and sober than drunk, but, after all, yoli w
be lost in either case if you persevere in callBwd a liar. All your holiness will be a sham if yauill
not believe in Jesus. The test of true work for @othis, “That you believe on Jesus Christ whom He
has sent.”

Without faiththe motive of work fails'But,” cries another person, “I believe | haveseered well of
God. | have kept myself pretty right and | havefmened many good deeds.” What have you done them
for? “I have been working for my salvation,” saygeoln other words, you have been working for your-
self. Pay yourself, then! Self is first and last—ayavorks are selfishness from top to bottom. Youeha
been trying to be good to get to heaven by its & imean, beggarly life that begins and ends weitifh s
Your Maker, whom you were bound to love with aluydeart, you have not loved at all except that you
have meanly pretended to love Him in order to saueself. You had a kind of cupboard love to Him,
such as an ass or an ox might have to a corn kanstall, but no real affection. How can you pearfa
virtuous act while self is your tyrant lord? Wheouyhave once believed in Jesus Christ then you are
saved and from that day on you live to glorify tiaame of the Lord—you live to work out that which He
has worked in you—to will and to do of His own ggadasure, but until you are saved by faith, self i
necessarily your first thought. No man is capalfleidue as long as self is his object and everynma
must make self his object till he is saved. Wheishgaved, he rises into a nobler atmosphere dtiege
and then his works are acceptable to God. Do ydusee that at least you have to get out of self-
righteousness and to be saved by believing in Chakre you can begin to do anything that will be
really working for God? Up to that point it will | working for yourself and that is a poor, pdiing
which cannot please the most high God.

Beloved friends, living by faith in Jesus Christhe evidence of your sincerity in any work thatiy
do for God, for can there be any real working fadGvhile your own pride is uppermost? God tells you
that your best works are imperfect and will notesggu and He hangs His own dear Son upon the cross
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to save you because you are a sinner. You turn lyack to the cross—you say, “My own merits are
good enough,” and then you talk about serving Gitel ghat! Can He accept anything at your hands
after you have rejected His Son and insulted Hifdsebu have touched the Lord in the very tenderest
point when you have taken your own detestable emiiness, which is just a heap of infected rags—a
mass of abominable filth in the sight of God—and y@ve preferred it to the blood and righteousness
of His only Son. After such an atrocious crimefas,thow dare you talk about doing service to Gbd.

is impossible, sir. There is a lie in the bottomyotir heart. Get rid of it. How can you serve trerd-
while your pride thus angers Him? He tells you @i must bow before His Son and trust in Him, but
you reply, “No, | must feel something or do sometfii That is as much as saying, “I will be saved in
my own way.” You talk about serving God after thail, “I will,” of yours has been defying Him? Sup-
pose that one of your family will not do what yall him? He defies you to your face. He says hé wil
have his own way and then he goes into the garddrha plucks you a flower and he expects that the
gift will please you. What? Brought in a rebellicugnd! While he is in a willful state and boilinges

with bad temper! Does he think to please you byhsutrifle? You say, “No, my child, that cannot be.
You must first bow before your father and acknowkedhat you have done wrong.” He may pout his
lips and say he will never obey you and then askige you. Will he have his kiss? Assuredly ndt til
first of all he will submit. That is just the comtidn of many a seeker after God. He has a wicketepn

his heart and a rebellious will, and if he will iesfe in Jesus it will be a proof that his pride aabdel-

lion are given up, but if he will not yield and stuneither can he expect that God will save him.

V. I would say, in the fourth place, that faith in Geca most blessed and acceptable thing because
IT IS THE SEAL OF ALL OTHER BLESSINGS.

Notice that faith in God is the seal—first, of @lection Read the thirty-seventh verse, “All that the
Father gives Me shall come to Me.” Now, if you cotaeChrist, dear friend, you are one that His FRathe
gave Him. You are one of His elect. Oh, what aditesthis is. The doctrine of election is full achr
comfort to all who are interested in it and eleatitself is the greatest of all favors. “But how &ro
know that | am one of God’s elect?” By this testimp“All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me.
Every elect soul that reaches adult age is brotgbelieve in Jesus Christ and as sure as eveas®u
brought to believe in Jesus Christ, you may be labsy certain that you are predestinated to eterna
life.

In the next place, faith seals affectual callinglf you look a little farther down you will see, tN
man can come unto Me except the Father which hasMe draws him; and | will raise him up at the
last day.” These are the express words of Chrigtth@y show that every man that comes to Christ mus
have been drawn by the Father. That is to say,dafi@ttual calling has exerted its divine power mpo
him. No man need say, “Am | drawn of the Fatherf?érahe is once sure that he has faith in Jesus
Christ, for you never could have believed in J&Shast except this had been given you from heaven.
The forty-fourth verse is as plain as possible, tNan can come to Me except the Father which has sen
Me draws him.” You have come to him and therefbeeRather must have drawn you.

The next thing that faith assures us ofinsl perseveranceRead the forty-seventh verse, “He that
believes on Me has everlasting life.” You neednagde the question, “Have | received everlastifepli
Raise this question first, “Have | believed in JeQlnrist?” If so, | have everlasting life. Not &eJimark
you, that will last you up to the end of the quartdaen you take a new ticket—nor a life that wilep
serve you to old age and then leave you to tengptaind death. No, “He that believes on Him has-ev
lasting life,” and it is not everlasting life if it doeohlast forever. Herein he that believes has the-gu
antee of final perseverance. Did not Jesus sayiyd unto them eternal life and they shall neveisbe
neither shall any pluck them out of My hand”? Are mot told of him that believes in Christ that ther
shall be in him a well of water springing up untekasting life? Or as Christ puts it in this vetyap-
ter, “He shall never hunger and he shall nevestliiHe has drunk a draught of eternal life in Ghde-
sus and he shall never thirst again.
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This is a great deal for faith to bring to us, lus not all, for two or three times over we &oéd
here that whoever believes in Christ shall be chige again at the last day—so that faith securasr+e
rection. Read the thirty-ninth verse and then treyfninth verse, “This is the will of Him that seie,
that everyone which sees the Son and believes wnniklly have everlasting life and | will raise him up
at the last day.” How do | know that | shall havdlassed resurrection? How can | be certain that
though the worms devour this body, yet when Clslistll stand in the latter day upon the earth, in my
flesh | shall see God? | may be quite sure ofabse | believe in Jesus Christ whom He has sent.

Beloved, faith is the seal at the bottom of tile tieed which secures all things for time andngter
to the man that has it. If you are a believeritadl wheels of providence revolve for you. If yoe arbe-
liever, every angel spreads his wings for you.d@iyare a believer, life is yours and the death fwhic
seems to close it is only the appointed janitasgen the door of another and a brighter chambegnouf
believe, God Himself is yours and Christ, His Senyours. If you believe, heaven, with its eterratyd
infinity of joy which your eye has not seen, nouydeart conceived of, is yours. Nothing shall bptk
back from the man that believes his God and truistiRedeemer. Oh that the Lord would give faith to
you all. “Alas,” you say, “I do not feel right.” Neer mind your feelings, trust in Christ. “Oh, buarn
such a sinner.” Jesus Christ came into the worlshiege sinners. “Alas, but | have tried before.” Awa
with all your trials before. Have done with tryimgpd accept the finished work. Trust Jesus now. “Do
you mean that if I now trust myself with ChristsHall be saved while sitting in the pew?” | meaerev
so. Be you whosoever you may be, this night lookesus and be saved.

If you will have done with yourself and will trugbur soul in the hand of Jesus, who has sworn to
save those that rest themselves upon Him, you areds Oh, that those who have heard this gospel
many times would now, for the first time, reallydemstand it and say, “Is this, after all, the gestbf
all works—that | do believe in Jesus Christ whomHhés sent? Lord, | believe—help You my unbelief
and save me now.” O God, help many to breathe thgep of faith at this moment, for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.

PLEASE PRAY THEHOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THISSERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUSCHRIST.
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