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“Judgment also will | lay to the line, and righte@ness to the
plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuddies,
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.”
Isaiah 28:17.

OVER against amazing mercy, the Holy Spirit setak®eming judgment. The acceptable year of the
Lord is also the day of vengeance of our God aedstntence which shall confirm the righteous in his
righteousness is attended by another which says,thdt is unjust let him be unjust still.” When the
Lord shall come to be glorified in His saints, Hélat the same time take vengeance in flaming fire
upon those that know Him not. In the present ingam the sixteenth verse of this chapter, thedLor
declares, “Behold lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stoned #imen immediately in our text
He speaks of another laying, “Judgment alslb | lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet.”
Upon the roses of grace grow the thorns of jusii¢kenever the Lord bares His arm for mercy towards
believers, He gives a backstroke to His enemieackleven the activity of love wears a threatensig a
pect to those who live impenitent, wedded to t&is, since it is accompanied by an energetic ayspl
of justice. Take care that you remember this, ybw are unbelievers and yet dream of some millennial
benediction or latter day glory which may bringvsdion to you. Is it not written, “Woe unto you tha
desire the day of the Lord! to what end is it fouy The day of the Lord is darkness and not light"?
Whatever good may be in store for believers, thenmone for you. The pillar of fire which will give
light to the Lord’s Israel will be darkness to yd@,you Egyptians. To those who are out of Chriggne
the greatest triumphs of divine love will be teleib-they shall behold and wonder and perish—they
shall see the plentiful goodness of the Lord baytbhall not eat thereof, but die in the gate.

These are heavy tidings for you who love not tbedl.but they are as true as they are heavy—as
certainly as mercy lays her foundation, as surelyjudgment sweep away those who reject it anddoui
upon another. Nor shall there be long space betweemnejection of the blessing and the execution of
the curse. Longsuffering will have an end and tienswift-footed executioner shall overtake thenem
and woe shall be unto the hairy scalp of him tlegsgon in his iniquities. Now therefore, be not kioc
ers, lest your bands be made strong. Another gnett should never be forgotten—it is this—a great
privilege involves a great responsibility. It igeeat privilege to hear the gospel, but woe unts¢hwho
shut their ears to its warnings and invitations,ifghall ring out their death-knell. It is a vemgh favor
to see the foundation which God has laid in Ziod smbe exhorted to build upon it. But of those who
reject that foundation, vengeance will be exactimon whomsoever this stone shall fall, it shalhdri
them to powder. In proportion to the love which gdkie Only Begotten to be the foundation of a sin-
ner’'s hope will be the divine indignation agairtsdse who reject Him. You who see Jesus set forth be
fore you as the cornerstone of the Lord’s own ch@pand yet perversely turn aside to prepare false
refuges of your own will have to answer to Godtfas insult to His Son, this despite to His Spit.e-
ry hour in which you make lies your refuge and hyaeirselves under falsehood, you increase your
guilt. O that you would consider this.

But | hear one say, “We have no refuge or hiditagg and do not feel that we need any.” | answer
that this very self-conceit of yours is your refug®ery man knows in his own conscience that helsee
a shelter of some sort to screen himself from gtestice. He supplies his conscience with sometiring
the form of a shield because he inwardly knows kigais not able to appear before God without some
sort of apology or attempt at justification. Letrhquiet his conscience as much as he pleases,ishare
something within him which tells him that everythiis not right. He may brag as he likes, but hedtas
least a suspicion of danger, a fear of coming jugltimEven as a man needs the shelter of a caug, a h
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or a house for his body, so he needs a refugeissdul and when he rejects the solid refuge wtheh
mercy of God has provided in Christ Jesus, heteat®rk to build another shelter and to lay for ket
another foundation where he may repose. Our dé#ssemorning is anxiously and solemnly to warn
men of what will come of their willfulness and tead them to look a little before them and spy out,
through the telescope of Scripture, the sure futdiréneir ungrounded hopes. Thus | trust they may b
led to abandon all false refuges and may be guiethe Spirit of God to accept the sure foundation
which God has laid for His believing people. O hidang that you may all of you be right for etegnit
would not have one of you perish, any more thawoula wish to perish myself. O Holy Spirit, bless my
feeble words to the good of these my beloved pedgéy my weakness of thought and speech never
hinder You from working, but rather, in this hodmoy infirmity, speak with greater power.

First,let us see the Lord judging false refugéscondlyjet us picture their destructio®nd third-
ly, let us take the warninghich such a subject should convey to every thtfiubmind.

I. LET US SEE THE LORD JUDGING MAN’'S REFUGES. He sa¥y&dgment also will | lay to
the line, and righteousness to the plummet.” Olesémat, however carelessly we may judge ourselves,
God will not so judge us. We may take things atbedchand and view them very lightly, but God
makes personal observation and takes a carefueyputWe may foolishly say, “Do not let us trouble
ourselves too much or become too anxious, thingsaidoubt come right one of these days,” but God
is in earnest and there is no trifling with Him. $8bve that His survey is performed with the utnaast
curacy. He will not judge according to the sightlod eyes or the hearing of the ears, but He wilingo
matters and make a thorough search. An ordinadgdmvho should be sent to examine a house would
probably content himself with hastily looking toesehether the walls were perpendicular and whether
the work was of the quantity and quality specifiedhe contract. He could tell this pretty nearlithw
his eye or by measuring with his foot. But if aweareful and scientific survey were wanted, he ou
then produce his plummet and his line and try etvmg by the regular accepted tests of builder’skwo
Hence our text describes the Lord as laying juddrteethe line and righteousness to the plummet—that
is to say, He makes a deliberate trial of our aterices, compares our hopes with our conduct, cur be
liefs with the truth—and our expectations with faets of the case. He measures and gauges and gives
in an accurate estimate of what we are and wherare/eO that we might have grace to invite such a
test at once by praying, “Search me, O God, anavkmg heart; try me, and know my thoughts.” If the
Lord will help us to know ourselves now, it wilsaus from a sad discovery at the last. Let us éxam
ourselves, because God will examine us at the jedgrday. Let us come to the plummet and to the
measuring line and give up random hopes and hastffdences. Better the distress of honest anxiety
than the presumption of foolhardy rashness. Itushmbetter to be afraid where there is no caustetor
than to be at ease where there is no ground fdrdemte. Well did Cowper say

“He that never doubted of his state,
He may, perhaps, he may, too late.”

He who takes things for granted may find himself toube a fool in that day when folly will never
again have opportunities for wisdom. All things|viil the end be put into the scales and weighed, an
infallible justice shall give its final decisiort.is wise to anticipate that final and irreversikrdict by
a present and honest searching of the groundsrdfape.

According to the connection of our text, there Hmeee ways by which we may all of us judge
whether our confidences are refuges of lies or Iro, first, if they are safe hiding places, sushnall
bear the brunt of the coming storm, they are fodng@on Christ. “Behold, | lay in Zion for a founda-
tion a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerst@rsure foundation.” Now examine, my dear friend,
your hope for eternity. Is it the hope which God kat forth in Scripture? Is it based and bottooyzzh
the work of the Lord Jesus? For if not, as the LogdGod lives and as your soul lives, it will fgdu in
the day of trial. If God laid the foundation anduyaccept it, you may feel quite sure about it, Gard
never yet laid down a fiction as the groundworkaath. He never mocked human reliance yet and never
will. If the Lord laid the foundation you need rtasitate to build on it, for the responsibilityitsf secu-
rity is with the Lord and not with us. We may fgiput it thus with our hearts in hours when alhtis
are questioned—if our faith is vain, at least weengrounded it where divine revelation commanded us
to ground it. If there is a failure, it is not owsly, but a failure on the part of Him who laicetfounda-
tion for us. But such a thing shall never be—theigof God never fails. We shall find Jesus to be

2 Tell someone today how much you love Jesus Christ. Volume 25




Sermon #1501 Refuges of Lies, and What Will Becofrithem 3

what the Father declares Him to be, a sure fouodathich shall support us in life, bear us up iatte
and sustain us throughout eternity. Come, seardnsgtves, and try your hopes by this test. Hang thi
plummet against your wall—do you stand even withlst Jesus Christ all in all to you? Do you rest on
Him and on Him alone? If so, you are surely sabed jf not, you have made lies your refuge.

He then gives us a second test and that is, ifconfidence is a right one, it comes to us through
faith, for it is written in the sixteenth verse, éihat believes shall not make haste.” He shalbeaton-
fused. He shall not run away in trepidation andralaHe shall not be in a hurry to anticipate thg da
blessing, nor be in distress about the hour of. thiée that believes” is the man whose soul is dixan
the sure foundation and therefore abides in pddae, my hearers, do you believe for your salvaton
do you look to your own feelings and doings? If ybope is grounded upon sight, or feeling, or work-
ing—it will one day fail you. Do you rest on ceremes, upon something performed by a priest or a
minister, or are you resting upon outward religimess, upon attending the means of grace and bowing,
kneeling, and standing like Christians? Then | wgon that these sandy foundations will be washed
away when the floods come. Have you faith in J&usst? Do you believe the infallible Word of God
and do you confide in His infallible Son? If you tlus, heaven and earth shall pass away, but never
shall your foundation be moved. Your hope shaldtirm as the throne of God. Judge yourselves then
by this—Dbring this plummet and this line to beaomphe building that you have been erecting foryea
and remember that if it is not of faith it is all vain. Salvation is of grace through faith. Bytlaihe
sinner is justified and the just lives by faith. tiAdut faith it is impossible to please God, therefeee to
it that you have the faith of God'’s elect or yooph is vanity.

A third test seems to me to be proposed in my, tdxdgment will | lay to the line, and righteous-
ness to the plummet.” Here, then, is the testgifteousness. If our hope is sound, it is a holyctsy-
ing hope which purges us from sin and breeds iallufat is true and good. This is a test which som
do not like to apply. They are wonderfully pleaselten we are preaching the gospel of believing, but
when it comes to fruitto the declaration that true faith works by love-eytHight shy of it. But | be-
seech you, my brethren, be not like these foolesisgns. Court those tests which are the most dagrch
and thorough, that you may make sure work for @ierixercise a loving severity toward your own
soul. Be lenient to every other person, but benitesevere to your own case. Without holiness na ma
shall see the Lord. Have you this holiness? Thih fduat is without works is dead, being alone. Have
you the works which prove the sincerity of faithi?hle grace of God does not change your charater,
it does not make you hate sin and strive afterwhach is right, just, and good, then it is not grace of
God at all. You have but the form and are withdwat power of it. Is this the case with you? Come, do
not flinch, but go through with it and deal faityth your own soul.

We shall now apply these tests to certain refugash | am sure will turn out to be refuges of lies
A few of these we will mention at length. The firsthe hope which some men ground upon their own
moral goodness‘lt will be all right with me,” says one, “for have not done anything much amiss. If |
have been faulty, we are poor, imperfect creataneswe cannot help it. On the whole my aims and ob-
jectives have been greatly superior to those obtllk of mankind. | do not think | can have incuatre
much wrath from God, or that | need be under anpyrelpension as to being judged of Him at the last
great day.” Alas, my friend, yours must be a refafjkes, for it will not stand trial by the firglummet.

It is not based upon the foundation which God la&s IYour hope has nothing to do with Christ, that
precious cornerstone. It is evident that you dowemt Him, or His blood, or His righteousness, you

are altogether independent of such help. Why sh@ad have taken the trouble to lay a foundation in
the blood of His own Son when it is evidently quatsuperfluity, since you can save yourself? Do you
not see that, inasmuch as you rely upon your owrahgmodness, you as good as tell the Lord that the
gift of His dear Son and His death on Calvary wallea mistake, a Savior was not required and an
atonement was not needed? If you can save youssetfan others and the whole plan of grace becomes
an absurdity. | feel sure that since you cannatdsthis first test your refuge is a false one.

Now, try the second touchstone as to faith. Youwehao faith in God. Your hope is not based on
faith in Jesus—you have no faith except faith inngelf. You are trusting to the works of the lawt b
do you not know what the Scripture says, “By thaksoof the law there shall be no flesh justified in
His sight™? You are opposing the revelation of GHé. declares that men are not saved by works, but
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by grace, and you, on the other hand, claim salmaty your own works. You are under a gross delu-
sion and your trust is a refuge of lies!

Moreover, my gentle boaster, is not this plea ofahgoodness a lie from top to bottom? In the
calmness of your mind can you prove this excellesfcyours? Your outward life may have been com-
paratively pure, but | am not sure of that if akr& known. Look back and see whether there are not
more stains than you thought, more grave faults ffvas would like to confess. You have a very flatte
ing memory, which obliges you by forgetting thingkich it would be inconvenient to remember. Your
righteousness is little better than a house ofscardl if you ever blow upon it with anxious breiathill
come tumbling down. | call upon you to put awaylsially and to open your eyes to facts. Please to
recollect that even if your outward life may haweb correct, God regards the heart and takes accoun
of the inner life. Your thoughts, have they not gaiter evil? Your imagination, has it never detegh
in sin? Have there been no corrupt desires, nesBadimbitions? Hare you come up to the standard of
God’s perfection? | will ask you no more questioh&now you have not, for the testimony of the
Searcher of all hearts is this, “There is none tte®s good, no, not one.” Therefore, | know thai yo
have not done good. You, like your fellow men, asenner and condemned and | beseech you put away
this vain glorying and seek a better refuge. A epgdweb is not slighter than this confidence ofingo
A bubble is not more frail or a breath more unsaiisal. If this is your shelter, it is worse thaone.

The fig leaves of our first parents, when they wadtelry and shriveled, were a better covering than
poor merits. If we were not maddened by our sirssihould never be so insane as to dream of pleading
our own excellence before God. If we had any jdstaiof what holiness is, we should confess our iniq
uity and then close our mouth in the silence ofsghdemnation. Lay but justice to the line anchtig
eousness to the plummet and our personal morallexce is seen to be as a bowing wall and as a tot-
tering fence.

| have noticed, however, in the second place,dahaimber of persons make a refuge for themselves
out ofthe notion of fateThey say, “Everything is settled and determined ardained and therefore if |
am to be saved, | shall be saved and if | am tto$iel shall be lost. After all, we are creaturé<io-
cumstances and are like the fish of the sea takennet or sea birds caught in the wind, driven, we
scarce know where. Let us hope that all may cogtd &t last, but we cannot help it whatever may oc-
cur.” | have no hesitation in saying that this gefus a refuge of lies. It would not endure onéheftests
and assuredly not the last, for its tendency @etay all moral obligation and hence it is no frigadcho-
liness. It deliberately charges God with the cregisusin and makes out the sinner to be the injpeyd
son and clear of the guilt of his own acts. Mangspade themselves that they believe it, but iuchsa
poor, paltry shelter that | wonder they are notaséd to mention it. In the bottom of their heaiti®se
who urge it know better. Look you here, good ang aee your own inconsistency. Why did you punish
your boy this morning for willful disobedience? Wti you not say to him, “I will not chide with you
my son, nor chasten you, though you provoke meydor cannot help it, you are ordained to it"? The
thief that broke into your house the other day,yaid lie still and let him take your silver? If n@s or-
dained to have it, he would have it—why did yourmofiee window and cry for help? When the thief was
taken, did you say to the magistrate, “Do not paisn, he could not help it. No doubt some diviee d
cree led him here”? The scoundrel that called ybiar,” the other day and knocked you down in the
street, did you rise up and with a quiet smile kham for it, for he could not help it, he was orthe
agent of a divine purpose and the instrument afranipotent predestination which he could not ré@sist
You never thought of such folly. You feel that thosho injure you are responsible and you treat them
accordingly. Now mark you are responsible, tods & truth that all things are fixed, but it is @otruth
that therefore men may live in sin and lay the ldarpon God. Whatever foreordination and predestina-
tion may be or may not be, they leave men free tagamd responsible beings or else both law and gos-
pel are absurdities and the Bible is ill writtem.other matters men act not on the supposed irfeseof
fate, but on the evident necessities of everydayivhy not in religion? It may be true that evergth
is fixed, and doubtless so it is, but becausefiked, whether | shall live or not, do | thereforfuse to
eat? Because it is fixed whether | shall sleepaty ao | refuse to undress and get into my bed absx
it is predestinated whether | shall be rich or kot leave my shop and get away and leave my gtwds
sell themselves? Nay, verily, predestination opredestination, you are all eager to get gain. lsien
not such idiots in other things as they pretendean the things of God. The plea of fate is a’'foo#f-
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uge worthy only of a brainless sot. Since it witt stand even my feeble brush, you may be surdtthat
will all dissolve beneath the iron rod of the Paraf truth. It is in vain for you to say, “We wedeliv-
ered to work this iniquity,” for you know that yain willingly and you refuse Christ deliberatelyoly
choose the evil and turn your backs on the goodtlaefore your ruin must be laid at your own doors
Cease, then, from the vain endeavor to justify gelwes and seek unto the Lord and His Christ.

The third shelter of lies which many fly to ashope based upon novel doctrin€ach age would
gladly have its own gospel and the present is ebtridl hand in the desire to be its own prophet.yMan
are ready to help in this presumptuous design.a@edivines attain to eminence by undermining the
gospel they pretend to defend and forging new taesarpon the anvils of their own fancy. Men who
would never have been known if they had acted hbyndsave gained a cheap notoriety by vending
heresy and yet wearing the garb and eating thedlokarthodoxy. The most fashionable form of this
evil just now is the production of novelties witbgard to the future punishment of the wicked. False
prophets prophesy smooth things and talk of a tang@e, which being interpreted is this—that men
may live very much as they like, but some time thheg and somehow or other, character will cease to
operate upon destiny and the righteous and theedigkll stand on a par. This is the old doctrine of
falsehood with which the sinner blesses himsekfignheart, saying, “I shall have peace though kviral
the imagination of my heart.” The punishment of Bas been doubted from the very beginning. The
chief of all subtle thinkers said in the gardernEolen, “You shall not surely die.” By this largerpeo
insinuated rather than boldly stated, the serperghilosopher tempted the woman and ruined our. race
Pleased with his success, he continues to useathe artifice, asserting either that sin is trival that
penance can remove it, or that hell is temporaryhat the soul will be annihilated, or some otfeegm
of the same radical lie. His perpetual cry is, “Y&hall not surely suffer what God threatens. Yol ma
sin and yet there is a hope larger than the revelaif Jesus Christ, wider than the Savior has pro-
claimed.” In this refuge there is no Christ andfaibh in Him and assuredly there is nothing inhiatt
conduces to holiness. Mark its influence wherevés received. When any of our friends embrace the
novel theology, do they become more devout, moneesé more gracious, more holy as the result?of it
| think not. Are these the persons who make ouyeraneetings a power? Are these the winners of
souls? Are these the men who speak much of Jesubvanin daily fellowship with Him? Do we see
them more careful to avoid conformity to the world@r witness is that the consequences are the re-
verse. Did you ever hear of a man who was convdrted vice by hearing that sin would be lightly
punished and who, in proportion as he grew purdifen grew more heterodox in his views? Such an
instance would be a rarity, if indeed it ever eadstBut when a man who holds orthodox doctrinekbac
slides and declines, as a general rule he findsnvenient to adopt some novel hypothesis in cifusr
he may feel comfortable in his sin. Is it not s@?f& as my observation goes, these modern nogjons
with looseness of life, with worldliness of heawith decay of prayerfulness, and with backslidirani
the living God, and as you lay this line and plurhitoghem, it will soon be seen that they are refugf
lies. At any rate, sirs, suppose your larger hdpmukl turn out to be correct? In what respect vid
orthodox be the losers? But suppose your largee Isbpuld turn out to be a mere delusion? What will
become of you who venture your all upon it? Weiarany case upon the safe side of the hedge asd thi
is no small advantage when the weightiest intergst stake. Suppose there shall be no hellanf &
believer in Christ, it matters not to me. But suppthere is—and there is—then you who are unbeliev-
ers are in an evil plight. If you do not catch thidl-o’-the-wisp of a larger hope, as | believeuynever
will, then where are you? It behooves every manombt to make sure, but to make doubly sure. About
the soul we want the utmost certainty. | would m®iryou to dig deep and see what you are resting on
would have you make sure that you do not perméisehood to lie like a worm at the root of your &op
Seek to know the reason for your building on Chaisl when you have ascertained that, then look for
God’s warrant for placing stone upon stone in tpbuilding and without this do not rest. Nothing but
divine authority ought to content you in the busmef eternity. The views and hypotheses of the
learned Dr. Somebody are of no value to me, fan theorize for myself if | have a mind to. | want
facts and certainties, for | dread every refugkest

Alas, we have another brood of men whose refugleaisthey maka profession of religion‘l am
always at a place of worship,” says one. “I am nalsent from a single service and what is more, |
joined the church some years ago and | have keptyumembership. | have been baptized and | come
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to the Lord’s table with great regularity. | feelgaod deal of pleasure in religious exercises. Inam
sure that | was ever born again. | am not sureltbaér repented of sin. | am not sure that | trjive a
holy life, but still | am a member of a church ahdt is a great comfort to me.” Ah, my brethrens th
will not do. Unless this membership of yours withkisible church is backed up by holy living and un-
less there is an inward resting upon Jesus Chnstaavital faith whereby you hold fast to Him, your
name may be on the church roll, but it will notfband written in the Lamb’s book of life, and thoso-
fession of yours, instead of blessing you, willssuiyou. If you are not savingly converted, you are
guilty of a daily hypocrisy and chargeable withrdage for appropriating sacred things to which you
have no right. Unconverted one, you are an intriterthe family of Christ; an interloper at the$ of
the King of kings. Search yourselves lest, beingntbat the bridal feast without a wedding garment,
you should be cast out into outer darkness. Youd mee be hurt by the exhortation, for those of iw
speak to you are often forced to carry out a seseaech within our own hearts. How often | put ntiyse
through my paces with many an anxious questior@vieltaught others, but do | know the truth for my-
self? | have brought others to Christ, but havenhe to Christ myself? What if, after having preathe
others, | myself should be a castaway! What thellsoministers feel bound to do to themsej\asgely
you need not be too proud to endure. If you araglekery little for your Lord and Master compared
with others, you may well be very anxious and adrdbr the doom of unprofitable servants is not a
light one and barren trees are not always alloweedtand. “Oh,” says one, “but | do not like heart-
searching.” Then | am afraid for you. You who dd agwamine yourselves, you who are not willing to
be tested and tried by the word of God, you cassgeuous suspicion lest you may have built vepy ra
idly with wood, hay, stubble, and yet your wholeusture will be consumed in the last great fire.

Let me speak a word concerning certain ones whkie d&ope of being saved which does not sancti-
fy them,for there are professors who feel sure they anesttdns and will go to heaven and yet they
show no sign of being prepared for it. They liveoHfgers live and yet imagine that they shall netak
others die. They have an outward film of moralipono their lives, but underneath it there is wondgs
and love of sinful pleasure. How dare they hope®dly sow iniquity shall they reap perfection? @an
man go to heaven who is not heavenly? Can lovergooldly pleasure enter into the dwellings of the
perfect? O sirs, if your hope does not lead yotollow after holiness, away with it. God help yau t
away with it at once and to begin aright. Abovetlaithgs dread an empty, baseless hope of heaven, fo
will make hell all the more terrible.

Some, too, make a refuge of theld experienceNow, an old experience which is all old is a mani
fest deception. A true experience continues andigaay by day. Not with one even pace each day, but
still, as a whole, the divine life goes forwardperfection, and where it does not do so, but coimes
end, it is not the divine life at all. Have you eeweard of the man who wrote out his experienaelof
gion when a young man that he might fall back upamlater years? He lived in neglect of all godiss
but having already experienced religion, as he, said having made a record of it and put it awath wi
the title deeds of his farm, he dreamed that wheename to die he might fetch it out and comfort-him
self with his evidences of salvation. His daughtent to the drawer and found that the mice hadneate
it. Ah, dear me, it was not much loss, for thatéeyhich is grounded on a musty experience, which is
not supported by a present love of God and prgs@&yer and present fellowship and present striving
against sin, is a lie. It is all in vain to saykhow | did experience such-and-such a thing a nlgears
ago when | joined the church.” What of that? If amms alive now, he does not need to prove it by go
ing back to the records of his youth. Presentisifés own evidence. If you are not living to Gadiay, |
care not a button what you profess to have donatjwgears ago. If you had a true faith then, youeha
it now, and if you have no faithow, you are in the gall of bitterness. It is truettha that believes in
Christ is saved, but we must have proof of it ia tonsequent life. If the man is not saved fronmgun
sin, we infer that he has not believed, and if besdnot persevere to the end, we are sure thatia i
one of the Lord’s own, “For if any man draw bacg&dys the Lord, “my soul shall have no pleasure in
him.” This is the test of true faith. Those who baeally believed do not draw back unto perditin,
they have believed unto the salvation of their soOh, then, | pray you, if your imaginary expedefn
former times has dissolved into present carelessaed sin, do not attempt to hide behind it. 1 wdt
endure the line and the plummet, therefore puwvayaand seek God this day that He may begin a sound
work of grace upon your souls.
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| hope | have said enough by way of laying the lamd the plummet to false refuges. May the Lord
arouse the carnally secure and lead them to foreteuseless hiding places and shelter themseaives
Christ.

Il. Very briefly let us, in the second place, PICTURBETDESTRUCTION OF THESE REFUGES
OF LIES. A man has been very comfortable in onetber of these refuges for a good number of years,
but at last he is getting old and is laid asid¢hiak. Infirmities are increasing, death is drawimgh,
and he takes a look into the dark future. He fihosself facing an eternal state and he has needl of
his confidences and hopes to sustain him. Now, Wwhppens? His spirit undergoes a great storm and
what is the result? Does he dwell in a fortresscivlaefies the hurricane? No, his shelter is sé that,
according to the text, “the hail shall sweep awagy tefuges of lies.” A cold, hard truth falls frdreav-
en like a hailstone and crashes right through tassgroof of his false confidence. He looks up msto
ished and lo, another and another forgotten tredtends with like violence and crushes througbil
position till it smites his soul. He had always bBdpgood, easy man, that sunshine and quiet wastd |
forever and then his glass house would have bédre aleeded. He never reckoned on these hailstones.
Great truths which he forgot, neglected, and deshisome rattling down upon him from heaven piti-
lessly, in awful earnest and with deadly aim. Hestithink and he has much to think of, and no means
of forgetting any of it. His conscience, which hied to smother, awakes, and as it awakes, thadlg
stones of truth come through his roof faster arstiefa Down falls all his comfort and peace of mawd
hailstone after hailstone pounds all his hope éxgs. “After all, | never was born again and thepgsc
ture has well said, “You must be born again.’ | ereyielded up my selfishness and | cannot be saved
unless Christ is my King. | did not really closeviith Christ and cast my naked soul on Him—I trdste
in something else and | am lost forever.” Greatsiames thus follow each other and against them the
deceived heart has no defense. Presently the stormes up with tremendous wind and the hailstones
are hurled forward like terrible artillery and thaeked soul finds its refuge utterly swept away—aot
vestige of it remains. Refuge fails the man andsbigl, unhoused, unsheltered, starts back in hditror
starts back in vain. God has now to be met anddlk has no hiding place. The fire eyes of the Most
High are burning the heart through and throughra#ls and hills refuse a shelter. God grant thiat th
may not be your case and that it may not be mingy NMnever be said of us, “When they shall say,
Peace and safety, then sudden destruction comesthpm, as travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape.” Let us fly to Jesus at ohee us most solemnly exercise faith in Him now. |
pause while this is done. Is it so? Have you regfazh the Son of God for everything? Then you may
go forward and neither fear hailstones nor coalfiref for he that believes in Him shall never lmn¢
founded.

Another impressive picture is set before us intéxt. “The waters shall overflow the hiding plédce.
Imagine one who, in the time of Noah’s flood, does choose to enter into the ark for he does nia ca
to be tied down to God’s way of deliverance. Sabraby an ark is too simple, too childish—he waants
more philosophic way. Besides, he does not catetoooped up with Noah and a handful of narrow-
minded people who shut them in and shut everybts#yait. He has broader views and therefore he has
found a shelter on the side of the hill, in a greate where thousands can assemble and enjoyrty libe
denied them within the pale of the ark. It is Uytgareposterous to suppose the flood will ever hesa
high as this elevated cave. It is hundreds ofdbetve the plain and in the judgment of the wise=t nt
is more than safe. After a day or two of extracadynrain, the man would look down from his hiding
place and see the waters covering all the lowea arel creeping up the valleys foot by foot. And he
would remark upon the abundance of rain, but sabthe idea of a general deluge. He would be easy,
hoping that the rain would cease, but as it coetinlie would begin to think, “I may not be quitessde
after all.” Imagine his horror when the flood astldills up the ravine and creeps up the rockystee
With cruel lip, seeking his destruction, the wdtereatens the cave in which he thought to dwetiafe-
ly. At last, it penetrates his hiding place. Inalis to the very roof. It sweeps over his head asdialtse
confidence has proved his ruin. Such will be the einall that hide themselves, but hide not in €tri

| will tell you in what fashion this overthrow witome. First, the mirth of the mind is damped with
doubt. The man does not feel so easy as he used ke is afraid that God’s Word may be true amd th
things will go amiss with him. Soon the doubt hagex into his refuge and become a pool of fear—the
man is sadly afraid and the dread saturates asdldes all his joy. The truth of God’s Word stilirther
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comes home to his conscience and he begins to beand more alarmed. Nor does he continue long in
one place, for he is growingly distressed—the vgatge evidently advancing upon him and he cannot
escape. He has come to be altogether dismayedatde/tkknows what will become of him and within a
little while, unless God’s mercy shall prevent améble him to find the true shelter, he will berteed

in despair and washed away in terror. At last henoaibelieve that there is any salvation possibte f
him. He hears death and hell approaching and ésh ftreeps with horror. Let him alone and you will
find him filled with terror. If his conscience isally awake, he will dread to go to sleep at night he
should never wake again. | have seen such in tygig moments afraid of everything, fearing alike t
live or to die. At last the man is taken away arttere is he? Lost, lost, lost! The hail has swepdyaw
his refuge and the flood has overwhelmed his higiiage. He has perished forever from the presehce o
the Lord and from the glory of His power. None d¢igual a ransom for him. He rejected the foundation
which God laid and sought to find a refuge for hetfis-and he has been taken away in his presumption.

lIl. Time fails us, but | want you TO LEARN THE LESSON-QVARNING which | have just
strength enough to indicate in a few words. May kuody Spirit bless it, though | am scarcely able to
express my thoughts.

The first lesson of warning Ist us build on God’s foundatioie knows better than we do what is
right and safe. Come, you wise people, be as dnmldnd believe your God. Come, you who like some-
thing of your own imagining and yield your own fées for once. Indulge your whims upon some
common business, but in this matter it will be safebelieve God’s Word than to continue dreaming
and devising for yourself. You may be a very ingelht person, but will you compete in intelligence
with God? Very likely you may know a hundred tirmere than | do. You may know a thousand times
more if you choose to think so, but you cannot haveetter hope than mine, for | rest on Jesus Chris
alone. You may have what hope you like, but | woutd change with you for all your learning. My
hope lies in simply coming to Jesus and dependpanHim and learning how to love Him. | recom-
mend the same to you. Come, and from the love safs]dearn how to be a Christian. Learn to be holy.
Learn to be unselfish. Learn to live according @d@ Word. There is a power about faith in Chrgst t
give a man the mastery over himself—a power todo@d nowhere else. | have seen the drunkard, the
thief, the harlot believe in Jesus Christ and bex@onverted—and from that very day they have be-
come gracious, godly, pure-minded people. | hawemngseen anything else make such a change in men
as faith does. We may surely speak as we find aedauremedy of which we see the cure. We have,
moreover, tried it ourselves and therefore we spelaét we know. Therefore, come and rest in Jesus
and when you come to die you will at least be &bléeel, “I have God’s sanction for the foundation
have built upon and therefore it cannot fail.” Oyntlae Holy Spirit bring you to this.

Again, let your refuge be wholly built up of diwrtruth. Do not try to comfort yourself with a lie.
Dear friend, let the truth be all in all to you. @rerfeit coin enriches no man. Have nothing tondtt
false and flattering teachings. If your hope is it on solid, substantial matters of fact, givap and
get one that is. If your hope of being saved depamda dream, or a voice you thought you heartlen t
air, or some other such nonsense, put it away.dBypon your Lord’s life, death, and resurrection—
build upon God'’s promises—build by the work of tHely Spirit with faith and you shall have the re-
ward of eternal life. In a word, rest on Jesus dfegnal Son of God made flesh and bleeding tohdieat
man. Build on His complete work and there only, #meh if winds blow and waters rage, you shall be
safe, safe forever. God bless you, for Christ'esakmen.

Adapted froniThe C. H. Spurgeon CollectipWersion 1.0, Ages Software.
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