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[On this night the Tabernacle was free to all conser
the regular congregation having vacated their sehts

“He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on theggband sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”
Matthew 5:45.

YOU see our Lord Jesus Christ’s philosophy of ratite believed in the immediate presence and
working of God. As the great Son of God, He hace®/ sensitive perception of the presence of His Fa-
ther in all the scenes around Him and thereforecélls the sun, God’s sun—*He makidss sun to
rise.” He does not speak of the daybreak as a thlnigh happens of itself as a matter of course Hrut
traces the morning light to His Father and decldi#de makesHis sun to rise.” As for the rain, our great
Lord and Master does not speak of the laws of casatéon causing the vapor to become fluid and fall
to the earth in a beneficial shower, but He saydisfFather, “He sends rain upon the just and upen
unjust.” Jesus knew far better than any of ush@llaws by which the great Creator governs thedvaoirl
matter and yet He never speaks of these laws agthihey operated without the divine power making
them to be effective. In Christ’s philosophy, therd. God Himself was everywhere present, working all
things, yes, even numbering the hairs upon thesheadis chosen, and marking the falling of a spar-
row to the ground. Let such be your philosophy amde, for it is the true one. Dr. Watts taught as t
sing when we were children—

“My God, who makes the sun to know

His proper hour to rise,

And to give light to all below,

Does send him round the skies.”
So our mothers taught us and they taught us thie. tBuit the very wise men of this proudly enlighadn
age seem to be spinning all sorts of theories taideof God, to turn our benefactor out of His own
world and put man’s best friend as far away asiplesd am sometimes reminded by these schools of
philosophy and science of Tom Hood’s, “I remembeemember.” Here is a verse oft

“I remember, | remember,

The fir trees dark and high

| used to think their slender tops

Were close against the sky.

It was a childish ignorance,

But now ‘tis little joy

To know I'm farther off from heaven

Than when | was a boy.”
It were a good thing for our skeptical teachers Whwe banished God out of His own universe if they
could go back to their mothers’ knees and leartaltosimply and naturally after the fashion of this-
est man that ever lived, namely, our Lord and Masgtken would they also confess that our heavenly
Father “makes His sun to rise and He sends th¢ ffainso it is. Laws of nature can do nothing wvaitt
a power at the back of the laws. What is naturepytlwvhich many infidels speak so very plentifully?
Ask them to tell you what nature is and they welply, “Why, it is nature.” Well, but what is tha&hd
they can only say, “Why nature, you know, you kngatl know, nature is nature.” Some such sensible
reply was given to certain of our friends on Kemtam Common by one who was there reviling his
Maker. Now, if men did but understand nature, thweyld know that nature is simply God’s creation,
workshop, laboratory, storehouse and banquetinlg Inahature, what God has made and what God is
doing are made visible before our eyes. God is anarstill, blessed be His name.
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Believing this, we at once perceive that the Load been talking with us during the last few

days very sweetly and delightfully. The mercifuttiexr speaks to us with charming eloquence on such a
day as this, of which George Herbert would havd-sai

“Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright,

The bridal of the earth and sky.”
Coming just in the middle of this fair season opb@nd promise, concerning which he sang

“Sweet spring, full of sweet days and roses,

A box where sweets compacted lie,”
it has a still small voice which all should wishhiear. What a blessing to have enjoyed such a May-d
as this has been. We have had God speaking tocosdaty to the exact style of our text. He has made
His sun to shine, and He has us sent rain. Our fdaysome little time, have been made up of sureshin
and shower, with every now and then, that wondroasterpiece of glory in the sky which we call the
rainbow, of which God has said, “I, even |, do&gtbow in the cloud,” “whose warp is the raindrdp o
earth and whose woof is the sunbeam of heavenriogl® symbol of His grace and faithfulness, who
hung it in the clouds. Now what does God say tanute sunshine and the shower, which comes the
one after the other, in such pleasant alternatitaking the grass so green and causing flowersdk de
both tree and herb? What does He say in all thie?€Tis a voice full of the music of love, to whisle
shall do well to listen.

There is one instruction in it and only one thathhll be able to expound tonight. It is the fact
brought out in the text, “He makes His sun to oasehe evil and on the good, and sends rain ojuite
and on the unjust.”

One of the most considerable heights anywhere lo@adon is Leith Hill, near Dorking. And if you
have ever stood there, as | often have done wiighdeyou may, perhaps, have thought over our. text
Far around you see the distant lands, pasture,larah parks, woods, with here and there the langghi
water, and beyond the blue hills the distant sgacdimes a gleam of sunlight, where all was cloud be
fore. By-and-by the sun bursts out in full beal®p. you notice how impartial it is? Men have mapped
out the country. So far is allotted to this squge,far to that, with here and there an insigniftgaatch
pilfered from the wayside or the common which majohg to some industrious peasant. But the sun
shines on all, glances into the hall, peeps in¢octbttage, gleams from the white spire of the dnard
flashes from the tavern signboard swinging in theebe. It shines on the wayside and floods thengree
where the children are at play, with its golderntigt sweeps over all, in fact. Now that farm oyen-
der belongs to a miser who is sure to rake hisbdtudfter the harvest, lest the poor should gleapa
or two—a man who fights and quarrels with his nbmh yet the sun shines on his selfish heritage.
Yonder farm belongs to one who would, if he coutsh the orphan and fatherless and the widow—a
heartless wretch, unworthy to gather a sour appl® the sharpest crab tree. Yet the sun shinesson h
wheat and barley just the same as on that porfitend which belongs to the generous-hearted aed th
free, to the gracious and the godly. There is stirdition made between the meadows of the righteous
and the pastures of the wicked. As you see thaghirbdathe the whole of the scene before you, the e
tire landscape smiles with universal joy. While yare watching, that cloud which all day long you ha
suspected would turn to a shower, comes rushingitipthe wind—the Great Father blowing with His
breath this traveling fountain of the sky. Thehegins to pour. We seek the shelter of the lofiyetoof
Leith without a murmur, for we know that the ragnseasonable. The land needs it. It has been dry an
parched for weeks. Down comes the blessed showeskall fill our barns with plenty. Yes, yes, the
Lord is pouring forth a shower of food-creating stare, and ook, it is raining on the miser’s piete
land just as much as on his liberal neighbor’ss Wwatering the farm of the man who would rob the f
therless of his shoes if the law permitted hinis lnaking his broad acres teem with plenty justasly
as it is fattening the poor man’s patch, or fallimpn the widow’s scanty plot, or on the farm o tra-
cious godly man. As though He did not regard huwtaaracter at all, God bids His sun shine on good
and bad. As though He did not know that any merewde, He bids the shower descend on just and
unjust. Yet He does know, for He is no blind Goe. dbes know and He knows when His sun shines on
yonder miser’s acres that it is bringing forth avest for a fool. He does it deliberately. When taa is
falling upon yonder oppressor’'s crops, He knows tha oppressor will be the richer for it and means
that He should be. He is doing nothing by mistake aothing without a purpose. It is of His own will
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that He thus scatters sunlight with both His haadd pours the bounteous shower on all things that
grow. He knows what He is doing, blessed be Hiseanre sends forth, on purpose, sunshine and
shower on the evil and on the good, and that iotteelesson we want to bring out tonight. Whahes t
meaning of this boundless generosity? Why this migdebounty, this indiscriminate liberality?

What does God say to us when He acts thus? | leetleat He says this—"This is the day of free
grace. This is the time of mercy.” The hour forgatent is not yet, when He will separate between the
good and the bad, when He will mount the judgmeat sand award different portions to the righteous
and to the wicked. Sheep and goats as yet, feerlhimxgand He gives to them all their fodder. Wheat
and tares grow in the same field and He ripens fostthe harvest. This is not the day of justicet, the
period of mercy—free rich mercy—mercy to the undesg, grace to the worthless, sunlight of love
for the evil and showers of blessings for the umnjus

That is the teaching of the great Father to uggtaniand in trying to bring it out, | shall firshew
how forcible it is made to appear by its being pld@as an exampl&econdly]) shall dwell upon the act
itself, drawing inferences from the impartiality of sumshand shower to encourage all who long to re-
ceive grace at the great Father’'s hand. And lak#falllet the plants and grass and trees talk to you a
little.

l. First, then, this which is spoken, concerning Gadigsing His sunshine to fall on the evil as well
as on the good, is set before us as AN EXAMPLE ANENCE THE EMPHASIS OF ITS MEANING.
We are, according to the verses which precedeextir to love our enemies, to bless them that cusse
to do good to them that hate us, to pray for thdmclvdespitefully use us and persecute us, bedtuse
we do, we shall be like our Father in heaven wiesd#s with sunshine and showers the bad as well as
the good. It must mean then, that He, in causirgddin to shine upon the bad, is rendering good for
evil, is wishing well to those who treat Him il§ intending favor to those that despitefully usentéind
persecute His cause. That is what the text meams$ wsuld not command us to do what He will not do
Himself, if placed in similar circumstances. He digs forgive because His sunshine and showers teach
us that He is ready to forgive. He bids us do gmotthose who do us ill, because in sunshine andrsho
ers He is doing good to those who hate Him anditi#afly use Him. Now suppose, my brethren, that
we were all enabled, by divine grace, to follow the precept which is set before us? Our conduct
would be regarded by most men as beiary extraordinaryfor most people say, “Well, 1 will do good
to a man if he is a deserving character, but younaaexpect me to help the undeserving. | will chee
fully render a measure of assistance to a persanisvrateful, but to the ungrateful and the ewiliylo
not expect me to be kind? Yes, | will be kind to meighbor, but that man who the other day was so
contemptuous in his behavior as to treat me wdrae & dog and seemed as if he would tread me under
his feet like dirt, would you have me do him kinds®” Now, suppose that you are able to rise to the
example which is put before you and that you ptastly do good and only good even to the worst of
men? And when you are treated with evil, let uspsgp you are able to do only more good and thus
heap coals of fire upon the offender’s head by dp@nore generous to him than ever—that would be
very extraordinary conduct. You think so, | knowr f/ou feel the proposal to be too hard for flesd a
blood to carry out and so indeed it is. If howewen are enabled to rise to so great a height,widu
astonish all around you and become a wonder to many

Admire, then, with all your hearts, the marveloosduct of your God. He is prepared to put away
all the offenses of the past and He is ready tgiverand to do good to those who have been ddimad il
their days. Yes, to take into His very heart od@and make into His children the very persons wineh
hated Him and spoken evil against Him. Will it &t extraordinary if He does that to you, dear fitien
if such has been your character? Know, then, tietbrd loves to do extraordinary things. “Who is a
God like unto You, passing by transgression, iniguand sin?” “As high as the heavens are above the
earth, so high are His ways above our ways, andhaigghts above our thoughts.” God is prepared to
save extraordinary sinners by an extraordinaryhldve, wiping out the past and causing them tirbe
a new life in which they shall be enriched with Ifasor and preserved by His love.

Again, if a man should carry out what | have triedset forth—the continuous rendering of good to
the undeserving—he would be regarded by all thiplpersons whose judgment is worth taking, to be
very noble When a man has been abused, misrepresented adédrgld, and he simply smiles and says,
“If you knew me better you would not treat me sand if the first time he finds an opportunity, hedgs
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the man who injured him and still gets no gratitulolet on the contrary, worse treatment than before,
and he is still able to persevere in doing goodstned you would say, “What a noble fellow he isven

the man who does not praise him is obliged tolieegreatness. There is about such a man a superior
which covers him with honor in the conscienceshoke who observe his gentle spirit. Now, listeny yo
that are conscious of great sin against God. ILtre were tonight, to put all your sins behind Hack
and would take you into His family, as He took tfeor returning prodigal and make a great feast for
you, as He did when His son that was lost was fowmdild it not be noble of Him? Would you not feel
that His thoughts are far above your thoughts?ddfse you would. Yes, but my God does noble deeds
such as make the harps of heaven ring with ecstaisic, as the cherubim and seraphim behold His
grace. O thrice noble God, there is none like Ysauready to pardon and to receive each returning pe
tent and restore him to Your favor. To pardon yowy, sinful brother, would be extraordinary and hon-
orable to the last degree, but God is preparect@fter that noble fashion. Will you not acceptisu
boundless love and be at peace with such a Lord?

Do you not all feel that if you could act in so t®h style it would be vergleasurableto you? No
doubt there is some pleasure in knocking a fellowm who insults you, but it cannot last long. When
the fire of passion goes out, a man begins to thin&ther it was a good thing to do, after all. Bat to
do it, to turn the other cheek when you have béertls to do good instead of evil, have you evigdtr
that? If you have done so, you have heard musyour heart at midnight at the remembrance of your
forbearance. When you have been lying awake, yoa treought it over and you have said to yourself,
“It makes me happy to think that | did not replyth@t angry man in an angry tone—to think thatd di
not after all, give him a smart blow when he gaweane, but that | showed patience and good temper
and endured ill treatment for Christ’'s sake.” laipleasure as deep as it is noble. To be Chkistidi to
enjoy a heaven within your breast. Even so, it deasure to God to have mercy upon sinners. He de-
lights in mercy. Nothing gives God greater delitjfan to save those who have offended Him. He is al-
ways ready for a gracious deed, and freely of Mia will, He meets those who seek His face. He does
not want you to melt His heart with tears in ortkewin His love and He does not require the lacenat
of your body by penance or a long period of agamgzioubt before He grants full and effectual pardon
It is His joy to pardon. He meets returning sinnghen they are yet a great way off and kisses ttgam.
rejoiced, is He to receive them, that if they dexldo be received, yet He is the gladder of the thoy-
ous is the great Father’s heart when He presseEptisaims to His bosom.

Did | hear somebody say, “But this that you arkite about is not justice”? Listenis notunjust
Look at the conduct which our Lord commands us seelif that would be unjust. If a man has insulted
me and | forgive him, am | unjust? If a man hasidéaed me and | overlook it, am | unjust? If a man
has done me an injury and | refuse to take anyngevexcept that of doing good to him, am | unjust?
Certainly I am not acting according to the lawgusttice, but then | am not the judge, and not béiey
judge, why should I undertake an office to whicdm not called? God is the judge of all by necessity
His nature, but He will not fully display that claater till the day when in the person of His Son He
shall come with all His holy angels to summon menHts bar. For the present He does not deal with
living men after the rule of justice, but He dealéh them according to His grace. If anyone should
guestion why He should give His grace to the undasg, here is a sufficient answer for them—"May |
not do as | will with My own? Is your eye evil beis® Mine is good?” If you choose to show kindness
to those who do not deserve it, who shall say tp y0”? May not a man be as generous and forbear-
ing as he pleases? What law, human or divine, desrbim? And if God, with infinite sovereignty of
mercy, chooses to dispense His favors even to thdwe deserve nothing at His hands, let Him be
adored forever, but let Him not be questioned todsing. At any rate, it ill becomes the undesegvin
themselves to raise such a question—rather let tegarly accept the bounty of the pardoning God.

And then note this thought—that to do good to théis, after all,promotive of righteousnes$o
be good to the unjust is to help on the causeghitrifor goodness to the evil is one of the mosbiwg
things in the world, wooing them, | mean, to rep@md do good in return. Let me give you an anecdote
There was a farmer who lived in one of the newlesatents of America. We will call him Mr. Wrath,
for he was a man of a horrible temper and everyhaady lived near him was made to know it. He had
an excellent Christian man living near him—a gengjeod, easy-tempered soul, and on one occasion
this good man’s hogs strayed into the bad man’sawvaed caused damage. Mr. Wrath came down in a
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tearing rage and said what he would do and whatdwdd not do. The other offered to pay for the dam-
age and said that he was very sorry for his negledtwould do his best that it should not happexinag
However, it did happen again, and the owner ofwheat was in a great passion. He caught the swine
and killed them all, put their bodies on a cart &zak them back to his neighbor. “Your hogs,” h&lsa
“got into my wheat—here they are.”And sure enough there they were, all dead. Ofssyuhe owner of
the hogs might have gone to the authorities agdiinsiWrath and obtained damages at more or less the
cost of trouble and temper, but he merely said ltleatvas exceedingly sorry that his hogs had trans-
gressed again and there ended the matter. Somatiere it came to pass that Mr. Wrath’s pigs went
astray, as pigs will do, and they damaged the @amis wheat. What did he do? He had not sought a
legal remedy against his adversary. Would not itehbeen fair and straightforward to butcher Mr.
Wrath’s hogs on the principle of tit for tat, a® throverb puts it? Of course it would have been,abu
Christian does not act upon that worn-out legai@ple. Instead of killing the creatures, he caupkm
all, tied their legs, put them on a cart, drovetaiphe door and said, “Friend Wrath, your hogsigtd
my wheat. | have brought them to ydiere they are~—the very words that Mr. Wrath had used to him.
Mr. Wrath went to the cart, of course expectindiid his swine all dead. But there they were, ight
enough, grunting in proof of their continued exmste. “There,” the neighbor said, “hogs are always
troublesome. | dare say you could not help thettirgg into my wheat.” Mr. Wrath’s temper was
changed from that very day. How could he behavédyldacsuch a neighbor who had vanquished him by
forgiving him the injury that he had done him? Ngugt as men can win upon men by their kindness, so
does God win upon the hearts of men by His lovenathe Holy Spirit, leads them to see and feel that
He acts graciously towards them. There is no pdwevin a man like the power of love. If you have
ever been converted, dear friends, | think thatlyawe felt that you could say

“l yield, by sovereign love subdued—

Who can resist its charms?”
The thunderbolts of God might have broken you dolut, they could not have forced love into your
terrified soul. Yet, when Jesus came in love andcygiou were compelled to yield and that most glad
ly and heartily. So God’s goodness to the unjustidéng and assisting the cause of righteousneds an
justice and who, therefore, shall say a word agaips

“Ah,” says somebody, “but it is vehable to be abusedf you go and help the bad and benefit the
unjust, you will find that they will take your chigr and spend it wrongly, or perhaps they will turn
again and harm you.” This is very true, but shi tMaster says, “Love your enemies and pray fanthe
that despitefully use you.” He does not insertausé to the effect that we are only to do this elves
are sure that it will not be abused. No, it is dlo If they make bad use of it, that is no busief
yours. Your heavenly Father knows that the misérerwhe reaps his harvest, will simply spend it on
himself, yet He sends him the sunlight and the &mowWle knows that yonder oppressive wretch will,
with his wealth, go on to grind the poor, but Hadsehis crops the warm, genial sun and the reingshi
rain, notwithstanding it. But, dear friends, thé&ehis thing to be said about divine grace, th&aod
gives it to you, you cannot misuse it, for gracd whange your heart and renew your nature, amteif
is so ready to give to men those benefits whicly ttem and do abuse, much more will He bestow that
grace which is liable to no such ill usage.

Let me add however, if anybody does abuse God'syngrst as if any man abuses your practical
kindnessi|t involves him in great guiltMen cannot do despite to goodness without becomxuged-
ingly vile. You will soon see this if | mention oramecdote. In Holland, in the days when the Baptist
were persecuted, it happened that the canals wezerf over and one poor despised Baptist escaped
from a person who was seeking to drag him befoeenhgistrates to get blood money for his head. He
ran across the river, which was wide and frozere i€e was strong enough to bear him and he got safe
ly to the other shore. The person who was seekimifé was a heavier man and he slipped through th
ice and went into the water. And what did this pbanted Christian man do? He turned round and at
the peril of his own life he helped his persecuiat and landed him on the bank. And what did the
wretch do but seize him and drag him before theistrages, and he was burnt as the result of his own
act of generosity. There is not a man in the wareh does not feel that the wretch deserves unilversa
condemnation. Everybody denounces him at oncef,&dtéer God’s mercy to the unjust and the bad,
they still go on to sin against Him, | will leavieet universal conscience of mankind to cry them ddwn
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heard the other day, an instance of a dog'’s ratgrgood for evil and this places the matter in quiad

ly strong light. A man had taken a dog with thesiriton of drowning him—a large Newfoundland dog.
He went into a boat with a big stone intendinghimiv the dog out of the boat into the stream whid t
stone about his neck. Somehow or other before Heskeurely tied the stone, the dog had become free
and in some little scuffle between them the boa w@set and dog and man were both in the water. The
man sank and was nearly drowned, but the dog, rawblture, swam up and seized hold of the man and
drew him safely to shore. Now suppose he had drdviine dog after that! Did | hear some indignant
person say, “Let him be drowned himself"? He wontd deserve to live, surely. | would take such a
dog as that home and say, “While | have a crustgetBhall be a bit for you, good dog who savedifay |
when | was destroying yours.” Now, if even a dotew it renders good for evil, gets a claim upon us,
what shall | say of the great God who with generiherality, continues to feed and keep in life and
health the undeserving sons of men? And who mane this, has given His own Son to die and sent a
message of amazing love to mankind, in which Hs s&ome to Me: | am ready to forgive you. Come
and accept My love and mercy. Let us be friends,| fdelight to forgive sin™? Is it not clear that t
abuse such love is black-hearted baseness? | begaecbe not guilty of it.

Il. Now, secondly, we may gather fresh hope and engeuarant from THE FACT ITSELF. When
the sunlight comes upon a wicked man’s field arel rin descends upon the farm of a blaspheming
atheist, the man has done nothing to deserve estimrver or sun, but yet they favor him. And blessed
be God, He gives His grace to thageo have done nothing to deservdfitll your life long you cannot
think of one good action you have ever performexventheless the grace of God is free to you if you
will have it. “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ aywl shall be saved” is preached to you, for desgrv
and merit are out of the question. God gives fregln to the evil and the unjust.

Showers from heaven and sunlight come to thwise have not sought theat the Lord’s hands.
That miser there never prayed for the sunlightddles not believe in praying—not he. And that oppres
sor over yonder, which we spoke of, never asked @@®@#nd the rain. He said it was a matter of chanc
and he did not see the good of praying about it.ityeame. And oh, what a wonder it is that Godfis
ten found of them that sought Him not! Persons rarae into this Tabernacle and the last thing they
thought of was that they would be saved that nightl yet they have been. God’s infinite mercy some-
times comes to those who do not ask for it, acogrdo the text, “I am found of them that sought Me
not.” Look at Colonel Gardiner. He had made a comant and was about to perpetrate a gross act of
vice, but the person whom he expected to meet badame and therefore, he had to wait an hour or
two. While he waited he saw or thought he sawsewiof the Savior who said to him, “I did all thigr
you, what have you done for Me?” That questionhwite sight of the Lord Jesus Christ, by divine
grace, changed his heart. He never kept that afrpeit but, as most of you know, he became one of
the most devout Christians in the world. Oh, tethie wide world over that as the rain tarries foot
man, nor waits for the sons of men, but comes dawgrto the good favor of God, so often does His
grace visit those who knew not God and sought fiet &lim. Let Him be praised and extolled forever
and ever because of this.

Now, if grace sometimes comes to those who haveasiatd, do you not think that it will come to
you who are asking for it? Oh you that are groarargt, sighing for it and longing for it, do yahink
it will be denied to you? God forbid! He will bersuto bless you. Believe in the Lord Jesus and it i
yours at once.

The rain comes to thosgho do not even acknowledge the existence of Badaters the atheist’s
fields and refreshes the pastures of the fool ways $n his heart, “There is no God.” Even so, léhav
known the grace of God descend on those who haw#ylalenied His very existence. In our church
there is one at least, who not long ago was a #makesman against God, but upon his dropping into
this house, the word came with power to his sodl again, and again, and again it described his case
till at last he said, “There is a God, for He hasrfd me out. The preacher seems to know my case and
character.” Every time he came, something waswhidh so accurately described himself that he could
not understand and interpret it in any other wantthat God had spoken to his soul. Now, if Godscal
by His effectual grace some that even doubt Histerce, how much more will He look on you who
have been made to tremble before Him and who dasive reconciled to Him? Surely He will hear the
cry of the humble and grant your penitent request.
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The Lord sends the rain to sormat never thank Him for.it'A heavy shower, William,” says the
fool. “Yes, Sir,” says his pious servant, “God hariked for it.” “I do not know much about that, Wil
liam. | dare say the wind had a good deal to da witl knew it would come, for the glass was ddwn.
So he ends that talk. Yes, but, dear friend, if Gedds temporal blessings to those who do not thank
Him, will He not give His grace to those of you whe®| that you would bless Him forever if He would
but save you? A good woman said, when she soughtdhd, “If He saves me He shall never hear the
last of it, for | will praise Him as long as eveliMe and then to all eternity.” Well, now you megckon
quite surely that when a soul feels after that neatine Lord will not deny it the sun of His love, the
rain of His grace. He gives rain even to those wihtgnknows will remain thankless, will He not give
His Spirit to those who will become His gratefuildren?

Remember, too, dear friends, that God gives thisaad this sunshine year after year. If | was very
kind to a man and he treated me unthankfully | &hthink that | had a good deal of grace if | kept
being kind to him for a year. And supposing | keptseven years, | fancy that | should think thiaad
endured a long enough trial of him and should ddtla tired of being grieved by him—wouldn’t you?
Yet, look, God has sent sunshine and showers upofiglds of the wicked all their lives long. Hesha
continued to be kind to them and yet He has nolvgraveary. Perhaps some of you are fifty years old
and yet have never yielded to the love of God. ydy have been hearing sermons these fifty years.
Perhaps you are getting on for seventy now. Why,hewve heard tender words of love that went further
than your ears and touched your conscience, buhgwa still held out against God. Oh, the patievfce
God to have borne with you from day to day! NowH# has suffered you so long, and if tonight you
turn to Him with purpose of heart and say, “I hdaa enough of this rebellion. Lord, | would be at
peace with You,” do you think that He will refusew? Far from it, for His mercy endures forever.

One more remark on this, the sunshine which youtsday, | do not doubt, was as bright a sunlight
as that which Joshua saw when he bade the sunstiindnd the showers that fell the other daypees
cially as it fell in these quarters and at Brixtbrshould say were quite as plentiful as any dowmpo
which our grandsires can remember. It is evideat the sun’s fire is not burnt out and that theudk
are not exhausted. Well, it is so in heavenly thjrigr there the eternal fullness dwells. God has a
much love as ever and as much grace as ever. Aadhemisand years ago He poured forth His grace to
convert the bad and the unjust, He is just as tblgour them out now upon the most guilty and the
most worthless. His grace in conversion, pardonpadn and preservation is as large as ever. Glery
to His blessed name, He still rains His bountiegshenunjust. And that Christ who when we were dead
in sins, died for us, and who, while we were yensrs, manifested His great love to us—that Christ
who came into the world to save sinners—still alafsuim power to save and bless. And if you will go t
Him (and oh, may His grace make you) you shall ftrtd be so.

lll. Lest | should weary you, | will finish with the kakead, under which | should like to MAKE
THE EARTH, THE FLOWERS AND THE TREES WHICH HAVE BEE WATERED AND
WARMED, SPEAK TO YOU A LITTLE.

And first, | will suppose, dear friend, that yowedrere tonight and feel that you cannot pray—feel a
if you could not come to God, could not do anythifge flowers say, “We are cheered by the sun and
refreshed by the rain. We do nothing to deservsethdessingshut we do long for them.The little
flowers say, “We do long for the rain.” Look at theThey droop their heads during a long drough¢. Se
the grass, how brown it gets. See the leaves, hgwhdy are. See the earth, how chapped it is after
dry season. Now soul, do long for the mercy of Gude for it, sigh for it, cry for it. God help ydo do
that. To be forgiven, to get the love of God shiedbad in your hearts, is not that worth having?p2aat
for it, | say, as the flowers sigh for the rain dahd sun.

And next, the flowers seem to sdipo turn to it.” If you keep a plant in your window, see how it
grows the way the sun comes. Notice the trees, thew put out their branches sunward. See the sun-
flower how it turns its head in the direction oéthun. The flowers love the sun. If you cannot dp-a
thing to get divine grace, at least turn your ht#st way. Look that way. Long that way. Grow that
way. You will receive it, it will not be denied. Will come to you. Ithascome to you if you already
have begun to turn to it with longing gaze.

And then the flowers seem to sayrink it in when it does come.In January there was the crocus
just peeping up from the soil and the sun shoni @md in gratitude it brought up from the deepse#ir

Volume 24 Tell someone today how much you love g&hrist. 7




8 No Difference Sermon #1414

its cellar somewhere—a gold cup, and set it owlatoh the sunbeams till the sun smiled and gralyious
filled it to the brim. And have you noticed wherettoft April showers fall, how the flowers seemteac
to have a cup to hold a share of heaven’s bount® c&rtainly beneath the soil each flower hastits |
traveling rootlets sucking up each drop of moisthey can find.

Now, dear hearers, when grace does come espegedlyto you, drink it in. Is the sermon blest to
you? Do not go away and lose its influence. Do feml some tender movements in your conscience?
Yield to them. Is there an invitation? Accept &.there a threat? Tremble at it. Open your bosodn an
say, “Come in, my Savior, come in and reign ancesay soul from the wrath to come.”

But then, the flowers say once mot®o thank God for it.” The last two or three days | have
seemed to live in a temple. When | go into my garideave a choir around me in the trees. They do no
wear surplices, for their song is not artificiadaofficial. Some of them are clothed in glossy kldaut
they sing like little angels. They sing the sunamal wake me at break of day. And they warble dn til
the last red ray of the sun has departed, stiglisqnout from bush and tree the praises of thed.@Gand
all the flowers—the primroses that are almost gotteese bring into my heart deep meanings concern-
ing God till the last one shuts his eyes. And nbe forget-me-nots and the wallflowers and the silac
and the guilder roses and a host of sweet beaat@éepouring out their incense of perfume, as ifythe
said, “Thank the God that made us. Blessed be &figen The earth is full of His goodness.”

Now, dear hearers, if you get the Lord’s gracenkhdim for it. Grow by it, blossom with it, be fra-
grant with it. If you only receive a little grace lvery grateful for it, for a little grace is worghgreat
deal. If God gives you grace enough to be calladight, thank Him for it and He will give you moen
light. And when you get moonlight grace, thank Honit and He will give you sunlight. And when you
have obtained sunlight grace, thank Him for it &edwill give you the light of heaven which is agth
light of seven days.

Lastly—and this, the flowers cannot teach you, beeahe flowers cannot do itpray for grace. It
will come. It will come. Do you remember George bit’s pretty verse? With that | will finish. He
says—

“The dew does every morning fall—

And shall the dew outstrip Your dove?

The dew for which grass cannot call—

Drops from above.”
See his point? The dew comes every morning. Thesgrannot ask for it, but it comes. And shall the
dew be more free and swift than the Holy Spirit?, ks the poet—I can pray for that holy Dove, will
He not come to me who prays, since the dew comtetgrass which cannot call for it? Behold He vis-
its the earth and waters it with the river of Goiah is full of water and flings back the curtamisthe
sky and bids the sun shine out with genial facenupe poor dead soil. And if He does all this foe t
fields that cannot pray and for flowers that carsp#ak, how much more will He do it for you wholsee
His face through Jesus Christ?

Come, then, to Him. He will gladly welcome you. Gemand trust His Son. Come and rest in the
merit of Jesus’ blood and you shall find eterni@.IMay God bless you all, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—MATTHEW 5:1 7-48, 6:1-8.

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK"—176, 555, 549, 1051.
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