Sermon #1220 Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit 1

THE LEADING OF THE SPIRIT,

THE SECRET TOKEN OF THE SONS OF GOD
NO. 1220

A SERMON
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“As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they @he sons of God.”
Romans 8:14.

CHILDREN are expected to bear some likeness ta treeents. Children of God, born of the grand-
est of all parents, regenerated by the almightygnef the divine Spirit, are sure to bear a higigre
of likeness to their heavenly Father. We canndikdeeGod in many of His divine attributes, for thage
unique and incommunicable—it is not possible fortaisvield His power, or to possess His infinite
knowledge—neither can we be independent and salfest, or possessors of sovereignty or worship-
fulness. Man can never be so expressly the imagkeoFather as Jesus is, for He is, in a mysterious
sense, the only-begotten Son of God. We can imitat@, however, in many of His attributes, mainly
those of a moral and spiritual kind. We must, iesth qualities, be “imitators of God as dear chiitler
our heavenly pedigree cannot be made out. The pogmtioned in the text must never be a matter of
question, for if that is doubtful, our filial relabship to God is unproved. We must be, “led by $ipérit
of God.” That divine Spirit, who is ever with thather and the Son, must be always with us so teat w
are guided, instructed, impelled, quickened, aetliaand influenced by Him, or else we must not dare
to think ourselves the sons of God.

The idea of a divine fatherhood extending overnahkind does not appear to have been recognized
by the apostle Paul, in this text, at any rate.eHbe fatherhood is f@ome not forall, and the text dis-
criminates between the, “As many as are led bygihieit of God,” and the rest of mankind who are un-
der no such influence. In men who are devoid ofHbé Spirit, there is another spirit—and that athe
spirit marks them out as sons of another father—eyTare of their father the deuvil, for his worksyhe
do.” There have been two seeds from the beginnihg-sted of the woman and the seed of the ser-
pent—and it is both untrue and immoral to beliew® Gtands in the same relation to the two opposing
families. No, my brethremqur Father who is in heaven is not to be claimed defadby the unbeliever,
for to them Jesus expressly says, “If God were Yaiher, you would love Me.”

The text furnishes us with a very simple, but shemgd decisive test which we shall do well to use
upon ourselves. It should be employed to try ewery of us. If it had said, “As many as have begn ba
tized are the sons of God,” we might have beenectrtb sit very easily in our places. If it haddsdiAs
many as eat and drink at the holy feast of Chnsfilowship are the children of God,” we might bav
remembered how short a time ago we were sitting wie saints around the communion table. If the
doing of certain external acts, or the utteranceeofain prayers, or the avowal of orthodox pritesp or
abstinence from the grosser vices had been madeyhaé mark and heavenly seal of the children of
God we might have taken our ease after ascertathatgve are correct as to these things. If bemt u
ed with an earnest church and being members atrduiacommunity had been divinely ordained to be
an unquestionable certificate of sonship with teedLMost High, we might have rested perfectly satis
fied without putting ourselves into the crucibleutBsince these things are not so arranged, | thadt
none of us will be so unwise as to neglect the éxaton which the text suggests to every prudent
mind. Come, my brethren, take nothing for grantedo weighty a business as your soul’s eternat-inte
ests, but search for evidence and see to the natense householders would do if their whole sub-
stance were at stake. Those who are “led by thet piGod” are the sons of God. Those who ané
led by the Spirit of God are not His sons. Therefaearch and see what spirit is in you, that yay m
know whose children you are.
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To help you in this matter, | purpose that we staidnsider, first, where it is that the Spirit o
leads men, that we may see whether He has eveaslttere.

I. WHERE DOES THE SPIRIT OF GOD LEAD THE SONS OF GOBf&t of all, He leads them
to repentanceOne of the first acts of the Holy Spirit is toidg the sons of God to the Mercy Seat with
tears in their eyes. He leads us into the abomeénetithmbers of imagery concealed within our fallan n
ture, unfastens door after door, and sets operrdefar enlightened eyes the secret places poliutiéd
idols and loathsome images portrayed upon the Wallpoints out with His hands of light the idol god
the images of jealousy, and the unclean and abdmeitkings within our nature and thus, He astorgshe
us into humility. We could not have believed thatls evil things haunted our souls, but His discmger
undeceive us and correct our boastful estimatesidelves. Then, with that same finger, He poiats t
our past life and shows us the blots, the errtws,willful sins, the sins of ignorance, the aggtada
transgressions, the offenses against light and ledme which have marred our career from our youth
up. And whereas, previously, we looked upon theepayf our life and thought them fair, when the Spir
it has led us into light, we see how black ourdrigthas been and being filled with shame and tewer
cry out to God that we may confess our sin and asledge that if He should throw us into hell, it
would be no more than we deserve! Dear friend tliidHoly Spirit ever lead you to the stool of refpen
ance? Did He ever cause you to see how basely goe tneated your God and how shamefully you
have neglected your Savior? Did He ever make youda@ yourself for your iniquities? There is no
way to heaven but by the weeping-cross. He whomieltethe burden of his sin will yet be crushed be
neath its enormous weight when, like some tottecirf§in judgment’s dreadful hour, it will fall ugn
him and grind him to powder! No man ever goes ®dhamber of true repentance till the Holy Spirit
leads him there, but every child of God knows wihas to look on Him whom he has pierced and
mourn for his sin. Holy sorrow for sin is as indisgable as faith in the atoning blood, and the same
Spirit who gives us peace through the great saerifalso works in us a hearty grief for having g
the Lord. If you have, from your youth up, nevdt &y special mourning for sin, then may God begin
the gracious work in your heart, for salvation éstainly not worked iryou You musthave repentance,
for repentance is absolutely necessary to the @lilfa. “Except you repent you shall all likewiserp
ish.” The prodigal must cry, “Father, | have sin¥iélthe publican must smite his breast and pray,dGo
be merciful to me a sinner.” As well destroy onelwd valves of the heart and yet hope to live ks ta
away repentance which is the inseparable life-congpaof faith. A dry-eyed faith is no faith at all.
When a man has his face towards Jesus, his bawoicessarily turned on his sins. As well look for
spring in the garden without the snowdrop as lamkdrace in the heart without penitence. That faith
which is not accompanied by repentance is a spsifigith, and not the faith of God’s elect, for narm
ever trusts Christ till he feels he needs a Sa¥ind he cannot have felt that he needs a Savi@ssrtie
has been wearied with the burden of his sin. Thig Bpirit leads men, first, to repentance.

He leads them, at the same time, while they thitlke lof themselves, tthink much of JesusVere
you ever led to the cross, beloved? Did you ewandsthere and feel the burden fall off your shordde
and roll into the Redeemer’s sepulcher? When Dal®&ehe eminent Ritualist, took John Bunyan’s,
“Pilgrim’s Progress,” and Romanized it, he représdrthe Pilgrim as coming to a certain bath into
which he was plunged and washed—and then his bwdsnwvashed away! He explains this to be the
bath of “baptism,” though | have never yet seemmy Ritualistic church a baptistery large enough to
wash a pilgrim! However, according to this doctoeglition of the allegory, Christian was washedhia t
laver of “baptism” and all his sins were thus remavThat is the High Church mode of getting rid of
sin! John Bunyan’s way—the true way—is to lose ithe& cross! Now, mark what happened. According
to Dr. Neale’s, “Pilgrim’s Progress,” that burdgrew againon the pilgrim’s back, and | do not wonder
that it did, for a burden which “baptism” can rereas sure to come again! But the burden whichss lo
at the cross never appears again, forever! Theme isffectual cleansing for sin except by faiththat
matchless atonement offered once and for all orbtbedy tree! And as many as are led there by the
Spirit of God are the sons of God! The Spirit ofd3wver led a man to think little of Christ and fuc
of priests The Spirit of God never led a man to think lithethe atoning blood and of simple faith in it,
and much of outward forms and ceremonies! The tSgfiGod sinks the man and lifts up the Savior! He
lowers flesh and blood into the grave and givesiém new life in the risen Lord who also has ascédnde
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up on high! “He shall glorify Me,” said Christ die¢ Comforter, and that, indeed, is the Comfortef’s
fice.

Now, my dear friends, has the Spirit ever madelLttrel Jesus glorious in your eyes? Brethren, this
is the one point above all others. If the Holy 8gias never made Christ precious to you, you know
nothing about Him! If He has not lifted Jesus upl @ank your own confidences, if He has not made
you feel that Christ is all you need and that yiowd imore than all in Him, then He has never worked
divine change in your heart. Repentance and faiibtratand gazing upon the bleeding Savior or else
hope will never join them and bring peace as hiaganion.

When the Spirit has glorified Jesus, He leads ustw other truths The Holy Spirit leads the sons
of God into all truth. Others go astray after tlailsehood or that, but the sheep of God will naritbe
voice of strange leaders—their ears are closetidw flatteries—“A stranger will they not followpf
they know not the voice of strangers.” Beloved/iaas of the truth of God, and no man who receiaes
lie has been led by the Spirit of God into it, kéih say what he may. On the other hand, truthkis &
closed chamber to the unregenerate man. He maytheadble of contents of the precious storehouse,
but into that secret room he cannot enter—the@nis that has the key of David, who opens and no man
shuts—and the key with which He opens is the pafi¢he Holy Spirit! When He opens up a doctrine
to a man, the man learns it aright, but he neverkeew it otherwise. You may go to college andasit
the feet of the most learned Gamaliel of the day,you can never know the truth of God in the heart
unless the Holy Spirit shall teach you. We nevesvkra truth in the power of it till it is burned smbur
soul, as with a hot iron, by an experience of aw/@r, or engraved as upon brass by the mysticaevel
tion of the Spirit. Only the Spirit of God can inteeave the truth with the heart and make it pad an
parcel of ourselves, so that it is in us and weirie Have you thus been led into the truth ofd@df
so, give God the glory, for thus the Spirit of Guadtifies your adoption!

The children of God are led not only into knowledbet intolove They are brought to feel the
warmth of love as well as to see the light of trdthe Spirit of God causes every true-born son ad G
to burn with love to the rest of the family. He wisoa stranger to Christian love is a strangerivond
grace. Brethren, we have our disputes, for we dwikére it must be that offenses come. But we should
be slow to take offense and slower, still, to giyéor we are one in Christ Jesus and our heaetkait
together by His Spirit. | take it that no honestnmaught to hold his tongue concerning any of thersr
of the day—it is a dishonest way of cultivating @ésr yourself and gaining a popularity not wortle t
having! We must speak the truth whether we offenpl@ase, but this is to be doimeove andbecause
of love. God save us from that suggestion of Sathith advises us to speak only those soft things
which please men’s ears, for he who gives way ghrsuasion is a traitor to truth and to the sl
men. The true man of God must speak against ewéramd false way—but there beats in his heart a
strong affection to every child of God—whatever &isors and his faults may be. The knife of the sur
geon is mercifully cruel to the cancer, not ouilledvill to his patient, but out of an honest desto ben-
efit him. Such affectionate faithfulness we haved® cultivate. Love to the saints is the tokerthef
saints. There is an inner church of God’s own elatitin every one of the Christian denominations—
and this church is made up of men spiritually dritkped—who know the marrow and mystery of the
gospel. Whenever they meet, however diversified beyheir views, they recognize one another by a
sort of sacred code—the one Spirit, which quickéesn all alike, leaps within them as it recognittes
one life in the bosoms of others. Despite their taletivergences, ecclesiastical associations, awd d
trinal differences, spiritual men no sooner hear password and catch the mystic sign, than they cry
“Give me your hand, my brother, for my heart isreas your heart. The Spirit of God has led me and h
has led you. And in our way, we tread step by stgpther. Therefore, let us have fellowship witbrea
other.” The outsiders of the camp, the mixed rmudig that come up out of Egypt with our Israel, fall
both into fighting and lusting—but the childrentbk living God, who make the central bodyguard of
the ark of the Lord, are one in heart with eacleptmd must be so. “We know that we have passed
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.

The Holy Spirit leads us intmtense love for the souls of sinnelisany man shall say, “It is no
business of mine whether men are lost or saved, Sghirit of God never led him into such inhumanity.
Hearts of iron have never felt the touch of theriSpf love. If ever a preacher’s spirit and teaxchie-
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gitimately lead you to the conclusion that you nvéaw the damnation of your fellow men with com-
placency or indifference, you may be sure thatSpeit of God never led him or you in that directio
The devil has more to do with some men’s pitiléeotogy than they imagine. Christ’'s eyes wept over
the sinner's doom—may the Lord save us from thiglafit in any other spirit! He who does not love
his fellow man whom he has seen—how can he love iduzm he has not seen? Does God look with
satisfaction upon the ruin of our race? Did Helowé men so well that He gave His only-begotten Son
for them? And will He have His own children coldpisal, and indifferent to the loss of human souls?
Beloved, if we dwell with Cain and cry, “Am | my dither's keeper?” the Spirit of God never led us
there! He leads us into tenderness, sympathy, cesigra and tearful effort, if by any means we may
save some.

Further, the Spirit of God leads the sons of Gad liness | shall not attempt to define what holi-
ness is. That is best seen in the lives of holy.nfam it be seen in your lives? Beloved, if you @ira
fierce, unforgiving spirit, the Holy Spirit nevexd you there. If you are proud and swaggeringHbly
Spirit never led you. If you are covetous and luis#fter worldly gain, the Holy Spirit never led o
there. If you are false in your statements andsinjuyour actions, the Holy Spirit never led ybere.

If I hear of a professor of religion in the ballrocor the theater, | know that the Holy Spirit nelest

him there. If | find a child of God mixing with thengodly, using their speech and doing their astidn
am persuaded the Holy Spirit never led him therd. Bl see a man living as Christ would have lived
loving and tender, fearless, brave, honest, amallithings minding to keep a good conscience before
God and men, | hope that the Spirit of God hasiied If | see that man devout before his God arild fu
of integrity before his fellow men, then, | hopeddrelieve that the Spirit of God is His leader arftl-
ences his character. “The fruit of the Spirit isdpjoy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, gocasines
faith, meekness, temperance: against such there lsw. And they that are Christ’s have crucifibd t
flesh with the affections and lusts.” | do not wishspeak sharply, but | feel that | must speaknpta—

and | feel bound to say that there is far too miungpocrisy among professing Christian people. Many
wear the name of Christian and have nothing elae ighChristian about them. It is sorrowful that it
should be so, but so it is—false professors hawered the standard of Christian character and made
the church so like the world that it is hard to s@yere one begins and the other ends. We exercise
church discipline as best we can, but, for all ttiare is a seed of mischief which does not dgveito
open and overt sin which we cannot remove by disepfor we are forbidden to root up the tareg les
we root up the wheat with them. Men and brethrem,must be holy! It is of no use our talking about
being orthodox in beliefF—we must be orthodoxife—and if we are not, the soundest creed will only
increase our damnation! | hear men boast that dineyNonconformists to the backbone, as if that were
the essential matter! Better far be Christianh&heart! What is the use of ecclesiastical Nonconformi-
ty if the heart is still conformed to the world? @ther man will glory that he is a Conformist, butat

is the good othat unless he is conformed to the image of Christdridet is the main consideration,
and if we are not led into it by the Spirit of hadss, neither are we the sons of God!

Furthermore, the Holy Spirit leads those who aeectldren of God int@ital godliness-the mystic
essence of spiritual life. For instance, the Hgbyri€leads the saints to prayer, which is the Ivit@ath
of their souls. Whenever they get true accessddvircy Seat, it is by His power. The Holy Spieadtls
them to search the Word and opens their understgado receive it. He leads them into meditatiost an
the chewing of the cud of the truth. He leads theto fellowship with Himself and with the Son of
God. He lifts them right away from worldly caresarheavenly contemplations. He leads them away to
the heavenly places, where Christ sits at the hghtd of God and where His saints reign with Hire: B
loved, have you ever felt these leadings? | anminglkf them, but do younderstandhem? Are these
things matters of constant experience with you8 #asy to say, “Yes, | know what you mean.” Have
you felt them? Are these everyday things with you? As tbedlives, if you have not been led into
prayer and into communion with God, the Spirit @d3s not in you, and you are none of His!

The Spirit of God, moreover, leads the sons of (g usefulness-seme in one path and some in
another—while a few are conducted into very emirsemvice and into self-consecration of the highest
order. We bless God for missionaries, who have lbegof the Spirit of God, among the wildest tribes
to preach Jesus Christ. We thank God for holy womlen, at home, have been led into the darkest parts
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of this city to labor among the most fallen andrdepd, to lift up Christ before them that He migfit
them up to Himself. Blessed are those men and wontenare led by the Spirit of God into labors
more abundant, for the more abundant shall be gineid think 1 ought to remind you all that if yaare
doing nothing for Jesus, the Spirit of God has nded you into thisdleness If you eat the fat and
drink the sweet in the house of God, but never Haral’s turn for the household, the Spirit of Gad-c
not have taught you this abominalsieth! There is a something for every one of us to doalant
committed to the charge of every believer—and ifhage the Spirit of God dwelling in us, He willltel
us what the Lord has appointed us to perform. Hesvengthen us for the doing of it and set Hialse
and blessing upon it when it is done. Those deaddires of the vine, which yield no clusters for the
Lord, either by patience in suffering or activityworking, have no evidence that they are of theske
hold of faith! Those who take no part in labors Jesus can hardly hope that they will ultimatelypbe
takers in His glory with Him.

Thus have [, in a plain manner, without diving tieeply into the matter, given you an answer to the
guestion, “Where does the Spirit of God lead thessuaf God?”

Il. I shall now answer another question with still geedrevity—HOW DOES THE SPIRIT LEAD
THE SONS OF GOD?

The reply would be thisthe Spirit of God operates upon our spirits mystesly We cannot ex-
plain His mode of operation, except that we shadbgpbly be right if we conclude that He operatesrup
our spirits somewhat in the same way in which qainits operate upon other men’s spirits, only aéter
nobler sort. Now, how do | influence the spiritro¥ friend? | do it, usually, by imparting to himrse-
thing which | know, which | hope will have poweravhis mind by suggesting motives to him and so
influencing his acts. | cannot operate upon my maig's mind mechanically. No tool can touch the
heart. No hand can shape the mind. We act uporentattmachinery, but upon mind, by argument, by
reason,by instruction, and so we endeavor to fashion asewe desireOne great instrument which the
Holy Spirit uses upon the mind is the Word of Ghae Word, as we have it printed in the Biblethis
great instrument in the hand of the Spirit for iegdhe children of God in the right way. If you mido
know what you ought to do, say as the old Scotchusaa to say to his wife, “Reach down yon Bible.”
That is the map of the way—the heavenly pilgrinPejsack guide—and if you are led by the Word of
God, the Spirit of God is with the Word, and wotksough it, and you are led by the Spirit of God.
Quote chapter and verse for an action, and unlesshgve twisted the passage, you may rest assured
you have acted rightly. Be sure that such-and-suthing is a command of God written in the Book,
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and you do not neadge of thunder from heaven or an angelic whisper—
you have a more sure Word of prophecy, unto whain will do well if you take heed, as unto a light
that shines in a dark place.

The Spirit of God also speaks through His ministéfse word preached is often blessed, as well as
the written Word, but this can only be the casemthe word preached is in conformity with the venitt
Word. At times, God’s ministers seem to give thétem Word its own voice, so that it sounds forth a
if just spoken by the seer who originally receivieds they speak, it drops into the ears like hofiem
the comb. It leaps forth like water from the welilde And at such times, it goes into the heart frasth
warm, with even a greater energy than when we itealbne in our chamber. How often do we feel,
when we read a truth in a book, (even though thaklis God’s Word), our sluggish condition prevents
its having such power over us as it has when a oh&od, who has experienced it and tasted it, and
handled it, speaks of it as the outpouring of his goul? May God grant that the ministry which you
usually attend may be to you the voice of God; mdne guidance to your feet, comfort to your heart,
invigoration to your faith, and refreshment to ygoul! And while you are sitting in the house chyer
may you feel, “That word is for me. | came here kimdwing what to do, but | have received directibn.
was faint and weary, but | have obtained consalagiod strength. The voice of the pastor has been as
the oracle of God to my soul, and now, | go my wagnforted as Hannah did when the Lord’s servant
had spoken peace to her soul.”

Upon another point, | would speak with great cautaad would have you think of it with more cau-
tion, still, for it is a matter which has been gadbused and turned to fanatical purposes. Thet $pir
God does, | believeirectly, even apart from the Word, speak in thartseof the saintsThere are in-
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ward monitions which are to be devoutly obeyed.réhs@re suggestions, mysterious and secret, which
must be implicitly followed. It is not a subjectrfoommon talk, but is meant for the ear of thelligent
believer who will not misunderstand us. There wilme to you, sometimes, you know not why, certain
inward checks, such as Paul received when he assay® into Mysia, but the Spirit suffered him not
There is a certain act which you might do or migbtt do, but an impulse comes upon you which seems
to say, “Not that, or not now.” Do not violate thatvard restraint! “Quench not the Spirit.” At ahet
time, a proper thing, a fit thing, will have beeasrdgotten by you for a time, but it comes upon you
strongly that it is to be done at once—and for seeason you cannot shake off the impression. Do no
violence to that impulse! It is not to every maattthe Holy Spirit speaks in such a way, but Hethias
favored ones, and these must jealously guard tkigegee, for perhaps if they are deaf when He speak
He may never again speak to them in that way. Ifemeler reverent obedience to divine monitions they
will become far more common with us. “Why,” sayseofyou run into Quakerism.” | cannot help that!

If this is Quakerism, | am so far a Quaker! Namesndt concern me one way or another. You, each
one, know whether your personal experience givesirceation to what | have advanced, or otherwise.
There let the question end, for, mark you, | adeattis with caution and do not set up such morstion
as indispensable signs of a son of God.

There is a story told, (and many such some of wddcll almost as striking), of a certain friend
who, one night, was influenced to take his horsenfthe stable and ride some six or seven miles to a
certain house where a person lived whom he had seen! He arrived at dead of night, knocked at the
door, and was answered by the master of the hatse seemed to be in great confusion of mind. The
midnight visitor said, “Friend, | have been sentytm. | know not why, but surely the Lord has some
reason for having sent me to you. Is there anythawuliar about your circumstances?” The man, ktruc
with amazement, asked him to come upstairs, ame gteowed him a halter tied to a beam. He was put-
ting the rope about his neck to commit suicide wadmock sounded at the door. He resolved that he
would go down and answer the call, and then reamchdestroy himself; but the friend, whom God had
sent, talked to him, brought him to a cooler miang helped him in the financial difficulty which em
barrassed him, and the man lived to be an hono@biistian man. | solemnly declare that monitions
equally powerful have guided me and their resudtgehbeen remarkable to me, at any rate. For thé mos
part, these are secrets between God and my ownNeither am | eager to break the seal and teththe
to others. There are too many swine about for usetgery lavish with our pearls. If we were obetlien
to such impulses, if we did not save suicides, vightnsave souls and might often be, in the hands of
God, as angels sent from heaven! But we are ligehthrse and the mule which have no understanding,
whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle—axe not tender enough to be sensitive to the divine
influence when it comes, and so the Lord does leatse to speak to many of us in this way so freguen
ly as we would desire. Still, it is true that, “Agany as are led by the Spirit of God,” however Hgym
lead them, “they are the sons of God.”

Let me here remark that beiriged by the Spirit of God,” is a remarkable expressibridoes not
say, “As many as ardriven by the Spirit of God.” No, the devil isdxiver, and when he enters either
into men or into hogs, he drives them furiouslynmeenber how the whole herd ran violently down a
steep place into the sea. Whenever you see a matica and wild, whatever spirit is in him, itnet
the Spirit of Christ! The Spirit of Christ is folide. It works mightily, but it is guiet Spirit. It is not an
eagle, but a dove. He comes as a rushing wind isdhie house where the disciples are sitting, diut
the same time, He comes not as a whirlwind fromvihhéerness to smite the four corners of the habita
tion, or it would become a ruin. He comes as a éafire sitting upon each of the favored oneg,ibu
is not a flame of fire that burns the house andrdgs Jerusalem. No, the Spirit of God is gentle! H
does not drive, but leads. “As many as are lechby3pirit of God, they are the sons of God.” Th&iSp
treats us honorably in thus working. He does natl @eth us as with dumb, driven cattle, or soulless
waves of the sea. He treats us as intelligent Beim@de for thought and reflection. He leads ua as
man guides his child, or as one leads his fellowdag are honored by subjecting our minds and wills
to so divine a Spirit. Never is the will truly fremtil the Holy Spirit sweetly subdues it to wiljrobedi-
ence.
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Thus the Spirit of God works, though we cannot axpthe method, for that is a thing too wonderful
for us, and sooner may we know the path of an aaglee air, or the way of a serpent upon a rock. A
we cannot walk in search of the springs of the seas this, also, hidden from all living. We hasead
somewhat upon the subject, and as far as we caa,drswered the question, “How does the Spirit of
God lead the children of God?” But we are of yetgrand know nothing. And, therefore, confessing
our ignorance, we pass on.

lll. The last question is, WHEN DOES THE SPIRIT LEAD TIBONS OF GOD? Ah, brethren,
that question needs anxious answering.

The Spirit of Godwvould alwaydead the sons of God, but, alas, there are tintesveven children
of God will not be led! They are willful and headstg, and start aside. The healthy condition dfilc
of God is to be always led by the Spirit of God.rkthis—Iled by the Spirit everyday—not on Sundays
only! Nor alone at periods set apart for prayer—dhwing every minute of every hour of everyday! We
ought to be led by the Spirit in little things aslinas in great matters, for observe, if we werklg the
Spirit all our lives in all matters, yet if only eraction apart from the Spirit were suffered to tairits
full results, it would ruin us! The mercy is thaetLord restores our souls, but there is nevenglesi
hour when a Christian can afford to wander fromwlag of the Spirit. If you have a guide along an in
tricate pathway and you allow him to conduct youtalf an hour, and then say, “Now, | shall direct
myself for the next five minutes,” in that shorsp you will lose the benefit of having a guideldtlit
is clear that a pilot who only occasionally dirette ship is very little better than none. If yoeres
traversing an unknown and difficult pathway, it Webuender all directions useless if you were to, say
“They told me to turn to the right at this towenth mean to try the left.” That one turning wilfect
the whole of your later journey. If we err, and aeelly sons of God, our divine Leader will make us
retrace our steps with bitter tears and feel wha\al and bitter thing it is to have chosen ounadelu-
sions. If we use our divine Leader wisely, we sladWays follow Him. Child of God, the Spirit must
lead you in everything! “Well, but,” you sa$will He?” Ah, “Will He?” Yes, to your astonishment!
When you are in difficulties, consult the Holy Spin the Word. Hear what God speaks in the inghire
volume and if no light comes from there, kneel daamd pray. When you see a signpost in a country
road, and it tells you which way to go, you aredgia follow its directions. But, if in your perplites
you see no signpost, what are you to Bo&y. Cast yourself upon the divine guide and you simalke
no mistake, for even if you happen to pick the tesgj road, it will be the right one if you haveestéd
it with holy caution and in the fear of God. Beldyéhe Lord will never let a vessel be dashed upen
rocks whose tiller has been given into His handse @p the helm to God and your boat will threagl th
narrow winding channel of life, avoid every sandband sunken rock, and arrive safely at the fair ha
vens of eternal bliss!

The question—when are the sons of God led by th@&5s to be answered thus—when they are as
they should be, they are always distinctly led binHand though, owing to sin in them, they are alot
ways obedient to the same degree, yet the powahwisually influences their lives is the Spirit&dd.

Now | close, using the text thus. First, agest Am | a child of God? If so, | am led by the Spiri
Am | led by the Spirit? | am afraid some of you eethink of that matter. By whom are you led? Hun-
dreds of religious people are led by their ministeby a Christian friend and so far, so good,tf@am.
But their religion will be a failure unless theyeded by the Spirit. Let me put the question adhat
you may not shirk it—Are you led by the Spirit/u are, you are a child of God—if not, you are@on
of His.

That gives me a second use of the text, namelyysbefconsolation If you are a child of God, you
will be led by the Spirit. Now, are you in doubhight? Are you embarrassed? Are you in difficulties
Then, the sons of God are led by the Spirit and wdlube led. Perhaps you are looking a long way
ahead and you are afraid of difficulties in youd alge, or at the death of a relative. Now, Godriws
given us eyes to pry into the future—so what isube of our peering where we cannot see? LeaVe it a
to your heavenly Father and you will be unerrinigy by the Holy Spirit! When you come to the place
where you thought there would be a difficulty, véikely there will be none. “Who shall roll awayeth
stone from the door of the sepulcher?” said thg ma@men. But when they came to the sepulcher, lo,
the stone was rolled away already! Go on as a dfidod, walking by faith, with the full assuranbat
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the path of faith, if not an easy one, will alwdesa safe one—and all will be well and you willlbd
in a right way to a city of habitations.

The last word of all is, the text is assurancelf you are led by the Spirit of God, then you arest
certainly a son of God. Can you say, tonight, “lyield myself up to the Lord’s will; | am not pedte |
wish | were. | am burdened with a thousand infiresit but yet if the Lord will teach me, | am wildjrio
learn. If He will have patience with me, | will ste to follow Him. Oh, what would | give to be pect-
ly holy! I long to be pure within; | wish above dHings else in this world that | may never grieug
God, but walk with Him in the light as He is in thght, and have fellowship with Him, while the bld
of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses me from al?sMy brother, my sister, be well assured that rene
er longed like that but a child of God! Flesh atabll has not revealed this unto you. No soul, exaap
heir of heaven, ever had such wishes, aspiratiang,groaning after holiness, and such sorrow over
failures and mistakes. The text does not say, “lHe wins in the Spirit is a son of God,” but he tisat
led by the Spirit of God. Now, we may stumble while s being led. A man may go very slowly
while he is being led. He may go on crutches astieing led. He may even crawl on his hands and
knees while he is being led. But none of these labdg prevent his being truly led! With all your
weaknesses and infirmities, the question still ise-#ou led by the Spirit of God? If you are, alluyo
infirmities and failures are forgiven you for Chigssake, and your being led is the mark of younge
born from above! Go home and rejoice in your sgnsand ask God, if you have been weak, to make
you strong. If you have been lame, ask Him to lyeal And, if you have crept along on your hands and
knees, ask Him to help you to walk uprightly. Bafter all that, bless Him that His Spirit does |gad!

If you can only walk, ask Him to make you run. Amfidou can run, ask Him to make you mount on
wings as eagles! Do not be satisfied with anytlshgrt of the highest attainments and at the same, ti

if you have not reached them, do not despair! Releerthat in most families, there are babes as agell
men and women—the little child in long clothes matiin the arms, and laid on the breast, is justeas

to the parent as the son, who in the fullness ®htmnhood, marches by his father’s side and takieis o
share in the battle of life. You are sons of Gogail are led by the Spirit, however small yourgtat
and feeble your grace. The age, strength, or educaf the man is not essential to his sonship—the
trueness of his birth is the all-important mat&ee to it that you are led by the Spirit, or yoargmtage

is not from above!

If you have been condemned by this sermon, themalgy to Jesus, and penitently and trustfully
rest in Him! May the Spirit of God lead you to dwt, and you are then a child of God. May He bless
you now. Amen.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—Romans 8:117.
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