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IS CONVERSION NECESSARY?
NO. 1183

A SERMON
DELIVERED ON LORD’S-DAY MORNING, JULY 19, 1874,
BY C. H. SPURGEON
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new caéure:
old things are passed away; behold, all things &iecome new.”
2 Corinthians 5:17.

A FEW days ago | was preaching in Lancashire uperputting away of sin by our Lord Jesus, and
the consequent peace of conscience enjoyed byelievér. In the course of the sermon | related my
own conversion, with the view of showing that tim@e act of looking to Jesus brought peace to the
soul. Now, the diocese of Manchester is presidezt by a bishop who has a deservedly high place in
public esteem for his zeal, industry, and forcelwdracter. And, feeling that he did not agree \mith
he has very properly taken an opportunity to waeworking men, whom he addressed, against draw-
ing improper inferences from my story. And he hasalthis in a manner so courteous that | only wish
all discussions were conducted in the same spinie. best return | can make for his courtesy isnto e
large upon the subject, and carefully guard hisrattces from injurious inferences, even as he fas p
tected mine. The idea of controversy is not uponmmyd at all, nor have | any other feeling towards
Bishop Fraser than that which is honestly expressechearty prayer that God may bless him! Buhl a
thinking of the many who will read his remarks whdrust, may afterwards read mine—and as the
point is of the utmost conceivable importance, dedply concerns the souls of our hearers, it i$ wel
that neither should be misunderstood, and thaglbyeans, a truth of God so vital should be brough
into prominence! The bishop does not doubt for anert that my own conversion was correctly de-
scribed by me, and that like cases have occurrethat times, but he fears lest others should ssgpo
that they must be converted in exactly the samengran

In that fear | fully participate! It has always Inea special point with me to show that God’s Spirit
calls men to Jesus in different ways. Some are nlisavgently that they scarcely know when the draw-
ing began; others are so suddenly affected that¢baversion stands out with noonday clearness. Pe
haps no two conversions are precisely alike iniliftae means, the modes, the manifestations ail va
greatly. As our minds are not cast in the same mbiday so happen that the truth of God which@fe
one is powerless upon another. The style of addsbssh influences your friend may be offensive to
you—and that which leads him to decide may onlyseayou to delay. “The wind blows where it will.”
The Holy Spirit is called, “The Free Spirit,” ana the diversity of His operations, that freenesdegr-
ly seen. Again and again have | warned you agamsting others in the matter of conversion, kst
be found counterfeits, and it is well when anoth@ce unites with me in the warning! Yet in all éru
conversions there are points of essential agreerttetre must be in all a penitent confession of sin,
and a looking to Jesus for the forgiveness ofnt] there must also be a real change of heart ssich a
shall affect the entire life. Where these essepiahts are not to be found, there is no genuineveon
sion!

The bishop goes on to remark upon Bunyan’s “PiltgifProgress” and its description of the bur-
dened Pilgrim, and his finding rest at the crodge bishop mistakes honest John, for he says thhg “
Pilgrim, having failed to get his wife to take te@me gloomy view of fleeing from the wrath to come,
and to accompany him in his flight, set out alohkere they had a man who deserted his home and
home duties, leaving them to take care of themselbet if a man stayed at home and his heart was
right, he would have been saved in the day of db&urely allegory is not to be read in this fashion
John Bunyan never meant to teach that any man dgHordake his home, and neglect his family! No
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one ever charged him with doing so! In his impris@mt he worked hard at tagging laces to support his
family, and his affection for his poor blind chiglwell known. John Bunyan was no monk, but as &rue
father, citizen, and friend as ever lived! The pgesis part of aallegory and represents an awakened
man as resolving to seek the savior, whether othetdd do so or not; a man alive to his own coditi
and responsibility; and therefore determined tesperthe right road, even if the nearest and desrest
fused to bear him company. It is not implied thatdft the company of his family itemporalthings,

for with these the allegory has nothing to do!dlfsure the bishop knows too well the value of sleai

of mind, and of that strong resolve to be rightethilares to be singular, to say a word wittinglgiagt

one of the bravest of the virtues!

The bishop continues, “The pilgrim went on his joay, and at the sight of the cross, the great bun-
dle, which was the burden of his past sins, fdlhed back. Falling down before the cross, he thwuj
Him who hung upon it, and of the great doctrineateinement, and the burden dropped from his back,
and he rose what is called ‘a converted man.” Bis@op is inclined to think that this story of Buamys
conversion has given a color to a great part oftushaalled Protestant theology in these days. &g h
noticed that a great number of our theological $deame from Milton, and “The Pilgrim’s Progress,”
rather than from the Bible, for he does not findirggle case in the Bible at all analogous to oemes
bling the case of John Bunyan. He then deniesthigatase of the penitent thief is at all to thenpadr
even the conversion of the apostle Paul—and he ligldiearers remember that it is, “better not to
dream those dreams of conversion that might happene, and not to another.” Now, so far as Milton
is concerned, the bishop is right, but | challehgestatement with regard to Bunyan'’s, “Pilgrimgida
differ from him altogether in his judgment of Pau€onversion! He fears that some may imagine a par-
ticular manner of conversion to be necessary, butfear is much greater, that from Bishop Fraser’'s
words, far more will infer thato conversion is necessary at dily fear is not so much that they should
say, “lI must be converted like John Bunyan,” buait tthey will whisper, “It is all an idle tale; theshop
means that we have only to do our duty, and bersarie honest, and all will be well, whether we are
converted or not.”

Our text says that “if any man is in Christ, heisew creature: old things are passed away; behold
all things are become new.” And my point is jussthhat any man who is united to Christ has experi
enced a great change! | do not lay down hard astdlifees abouhow the conversion is to be worked,
but the imperative word is, “You must be born-agaand the exhortation speaks to all mankind, “Re-
pent and be converted, that your sins may be blaite.” Even to this hour our Lord says, “Verilgady
unto you, except you are converted and becométiasclildren, you shall not enter into the kingdom
heaven.”

My line of discourse will be as follows—according ¢éur text and many other Scriptueegreat
change is needed in any man who would be sasedondly,this great change is frequently very
marked;and thirdly,this change is recognizable by distinct signs

I. IN ORDER TO HAVE TRUE SALVATION A RADICAL CHANGE ISNECESSARY. This
change is a thorough and sweeping one, and opearptes the nature, heart, and life of the convert.
Human nature is the same to all men, and it wilidbe to try to turn the edge of scriptural quatas by
saying that they refer to the Jews, or to the lemgtfor at that rate we shall have no Bible lefauall!

The Bible is meant fomankind,and our text refers tany man, of any country, and of any age. “If any
man is in Christ, he is a new creature: old thimgspassed away; behold all things are become new.”

We prove this point by reminding you, fir¢hat everywhere in Scripture men are divided into t
classeswith a very sharp line of distinction between thd®ead in the gospels, and you shall find con-
tinual mention of sheep lost, and sheep found, tgue$using the invitation, and guests feastinthat
table, the wise virgins, and the foolish, the sheeg the goats. In the epistles we read of thdse ave
“dead in trespasses and sin,” and of others to wihagrsaid, “And you has He quickened,” so thahso
are alive to God, and others are in their natueksof spiritual death. We find men spoken of asidp
either in darkness or in light and the phrase edusf “being brought out of darkness into marvelous
light.” Some are spoken of as having been formaligns and strangers, and having been made fellow
citizens and brethren. We read of “children of Gad,opposition to “children of wrath.” We read of
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believers who are not condemned, and of those wdhoa@demned, already, because they Imnavde-
lieved We read of those who have “gone astray,” andho$é¢ who have “returned to the shepherd and
bishop of their souls.” We read of those who arethie flesh and cannot please God,” and of those wh
are chosen, and called, and justified—whom the @/loliverse is challenged to condemn! The apostle
speaks of “us who are saved,” as if there were ssaved while, upon others, “the wrath of God
abides.” “Enemies” are continually placed in costrevith those who are “reconciled to God by the
death of His Son.” There are those that are “farfreim God by wicked works,” and those who are
“made near by the blood of Christ.” | could conenill | wearied you.

The distinction between the two classes runs thrabg whole of the Scriptures, but never do we
find ahint that there are some who are naturally good, antbtioeed to be removed from the one class
into the other, or that there are persons betweemwo who can afford to remain as they are. Nexeth
must be a divine work making unew creatures, and causing all things to become ndtv ug, or we
shall die in our sinsThe Word of God, besides so continually descrilting classes, very frequently,
and in forcible expressions, speaks of an inwarahge by which men are brought from one state into
the other | hope | shall not weary you if | refer to a cmlesable number of Scriptures, but it is best to
go to the fountainhead at once! This change ismafEscribed as hirth. See the " chapter of the gos-
pel of John, which is wonderfully clear and to pga@nt, “Except a man is born-again he cannot see th
kingdom of God.” This birth is not a birth by bagti, for it is spoken of as accompanied by an intell
gentfaith which receives the Lord Jesus. Turn to John 1132;But as many as received Him, to them
gave He power to become the sons of God, evereta that believed on His hame: which were born
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor tbfe will of man, but of God.” So that believers dvern-
again,” and receive Christ throudgath—regeneration imparted in infancy, and lying dorimanunbe-
lievers is a fiction unknown to Holy Scripture!

In the 3° of John our Lord associates faith and regeneratidine closest manner, declaring not only
that we must be born-again, but also that whoegbewes in Him shall not perish, but have evenasti
life. We must undergo a change quite as greatws ifould return to our native nothingness, anddcou
then come forth fresh from the hand of the greata@r. John tells us, in his' Epistle, 5:4, that,
“Whatever is born of God overcomes the world,” d&redadds, to show that the new birth and faith go
together, “This is the victory that overcomes th@ld, even our faith.” To the same effect is 1 J&Hh
“Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is wr@od.” Where there is trukith, there is the new
birth, and that term implies a change beyond measure letergind radical. In other places this change
is described as quickening “And you has He quickened who were dead in trespaand sins.” (Eph
2:1). We are said to be raised from the dead tegetith Christ, and this is spoken of as being iy ve
wonderful display of omnipotence. We read, (Ep):bf “the exceeding greatness of His power to us-
ward who according to the working of His mighty pawwhich He worked in Christ when He raised
Him from the dead, and set Him at His own rightdhamthe heavenly places.” Regeneration is a very
prodigy of divine strength, and by no means a rfigreent fabled to accompany a religious ceremony!

We find this change frequently described aseation as for instance in our text, “If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature.” And this, also, asnmere formality, or an attendant upon a rite, vier
read in Galatians 6:15, “For in Christ Jesus neitlieumcision avails anything, nor uncircumcision,
but a new creature.” No outward rites, though arediof God, Himself, effect any change upon the
heart of man—there must be a creating over again otttige nature by the divine hand—we must be
“created in Christ Jesus unto good works” (Eph R:&40d we must have in us “the new man, which af-
ter God is created in righteousness and true hedin@&ph 4:24). What a wonderful change that mest b
which is first described as a birth, then as arrestion from the dead, and then as an absolutdiorg
Paul, in Colossians 1:13, further speaks of GodRdher, and says, “Who has delivered us from the
power of darkness, and has translated us into itihgl&m of His dear Son.” John calls it a “passing
from death unto life” (1 John 3:14), no doubt havin his mind that glorious declaration of his Lord
and Master—“Verily, verily, | say unto you, he thears My word, and believes on Him that sent Me,
has everlasting life, and shall not come into comuigtion; but is passed from death unto life” (John
5:24).

Volume 20 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 3




4 Is Conversion Necessary? Sermon #1183

Once more, as if to go to the extremity of forcibl@ression, Peter speaks of our conversion and re-
generation as our being “begotten again.” heaptssage (1 Peter 1:3), “blessed be the God anérath
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to Hisiradant mercy has begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from tredd To the same purport speaks the apostle James
his T chapter, at the 1Bverse—“Of His own will He begat us with the worbitauth, that we should be
a kind of first fruits of His creatures.” My deardnds, can you conceive of any language more lglain
descriptive of a most solemn change? If it is gweswvith the human tongue to describe a changetwhic
is total, thorough, complete, and divine, thesedsatescribe it! And if such a changen® intended by
the language here used by the Holy Spirit, them lumable to find any meaning in the Bible—and its
words are rather meant to bewilder than to instnrbich God forbid we should think! My appeal is to
you who try to be content without regeneration aadversion—I beseech you, do not be satisfied, for
you can never be in Christ unless old things ass@@daway with you andll things become new.

Further,the Scriptures speak of this great inner work asdpcing a very wonderful change in the
subject of it Regeneration and conversion—the one the seansecand the other the first overt effect,
produce a great change in the character. Read Rofai, “But God be thanked, that you were the
servants of sin, but you have obeyed from the héattform of doctrine which was delivered you.”
Again at verse 22, “Now being made free from siid become servants to God, you have your fruit un-
to holiness, and the end everlasting life.” MarKIvlee description the apostle gives in Colossiars
when, having described the old nature and its si@says, “Lie not one to another, seeing thathaue
put off the old man with his deeds; and have puthennew man.” The Bible swarms with proof texts.
The change of character in the converted man great that, “they that are Christ’s have crucified
flesh with the affections and lusts” (Gal 5:24).dA&s there is a change in character, so thereharge
in feeling; the man had been an enemy to God bebhuewhen this change takes place, he begins to
love God! Read Colossians 1:21, “And you, that wemmetime alienated and enemies in your mind by
wicked worlds, yet now has He reconciled in theybotiHis flesh through death, to present you holy
and unblamable and unreprovable in His sight.” Thiange from enmity to friendship with God arises
very much from a change of man’s judicial stateobefGod. Before a man is converted he is con-
demned, but when he receives spiritual life we réaldere is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after tbeH, but after the Spirit.” This altogether changes
condition as to inward happiness! “Therefore, bguwgified by faith, we have peace with God, throug
Jesus Christ our Lord,” which peace we never hddree“And not only so, but we also joy in God
through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have remgived the atonement.”

O brothers and sisters, conversion makes a mosityndjfference in us, indeed, or else what did
Christ mean when He said, “Come unto Me, all yat tabor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest”? Does He, after all, give us no rest? Isntfa@ who comes to Jesus just as restless and asl dévo
peace as before? God forbid! Does not Jesus sawk®n we drink of the water which He gives to us
we shall never thirst again? What? And are we téolethat there is never a time when we leave off
thirsting, never a time when that living water b@es in us a well of water, springing up unto earla
ing life? Our own experience refutes the suggestimes not Paul say in Hebrews 4:3, “We who have
believed do enter into rest”? And so you see thatcondition before God, our moral tone, our nature
our state of mind are made, by conversion, totdilfigrent from what they were before. “Old thinge a
passed away; behold, all things are become newy,\W&loved, instead of supposing that we can do
without conversion, the Scriptures represent teidb@ng the grand blessing of the covenant of ¢race
What did the Lord say by His servant Jeremiah? s®hall be the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel; after these days, says the Lowdll but My law in their inward parts, and writé in
their hearts, and | will be their God, and theylisha My people” (Jer 31:33). This passage Paukegio
in Hebrews 10:16, not as obsolete, bufudfdled in believers!

And what has the Lord said by Ezekiel? Listen ® ghacious passage, and see what a grand bless-
ing conversion is—“A new heart also will | give yoand a new spirit will | put within you: and | Wil
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, andligive you a heart of flesh; and I will put Myp8it
within you and cause you to walk in My statutesi] gou shall keep My judgments and do them” (Eze
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36:26, 27). Is not thithe blessing of the gospel by which we realize all thst? Is not this the great
work of the Holy Spirit by which we know the Fatlerd the Son? And is not this necessary to make us
in accord with future glory? “He that sat upon theone said, Behold, | make all things new” (Rev
21:5). There is to be a new heaven and a new dartlthe first heaven and the first earth shallspas
away. And can we believe that the old carnal naisite enter into the new creation? Is that whigh i
born of the flesh to enter into tispiritual kingdom? It can never be! No,changeas wonderful as that
which will pass over this world when Christ shalareate it must pass over each one of us, ifnbts

so already. In a word, if we are in Christ Jesusave new creatures, old things are passed away! Be-
hold, all things are become new! Do you know amghabout this? | trust that a great number of you
have experienced it, and are showing it in yowrdivut | fear some are ignorant of it. Let thobe are
unconverted never rest till they have believed i€, and have a new heart created and a right spi
bestowed! Lay it well to heart that a chamgestcome over you which you cannot work in yourselves,
but which must be worked by divine power. Theréhis for your comfort, that Jesus Christ has prom-
ised this blessing to all who receive Him, for Heeg them power to become the sons of God!

Il. Secondly, | now remark that THIS CHANGE IS FREQUHENTVERY MARKED AS TO ITS
TIME AND CIRCUMSTANCES. Many souls truly born of @aould not lay their finger upon any date
and say, “At such a time | passed from death ufed [Therewassuch a time, however, though they
may not be able to fix upon it. The act of convemsis often, as to many of its circumstances, $o su
rounded by preceding works of restraining grace ith@ppears to be a very gradual thing. The risihg
the Sun of Righteousness in the soul is compatahbilee dawning of day, with a gray light, at firahd
a gradual increase to a noonday splendor. Yehas is a time when the sun rises, so is thenaa aif
new birth. If a dead man were restored to lifephight not be able to say exactly when life begar, b
thereis such a moment. There must be a time when a maesé¢a be an unbeliever, and becomes a
believer in Jesus. | do not assert that it is reargsfor us tknowthe day, but there is such a time.

In many cases, however, the very day, and hour,ptanck are fully known, and we might expect
this, first,from many other works of Go#low very particular God is about the time of ti@a “The
evening and the morning were the first day.” “Gadds ‘Let there be light—and months afterwards
there came a little gray dawning and a solitary.’st®h no!” you say, “You are quoting from imagina
tion!” Yes, | am! The Scripture has it, “God saldt there be light: and there was lightfimediate
work is God’s method of creating! All through thig days’ work He spoke, and it was done; He com-
manded and it stood fast. There is generally anéke between one act of God and another—and if in
the old creation the command did it all—it doesnsdi&ely upon the very face of things that in themn
creation the command of the eternal word shoulddueally quick and powerful in its working! Look at
the acts of God in the person of Christ when He mexe among men. The water turn®ateto wine;
the fig treeimmediatelywithers away; the loaves and fishes ar@ncemultiplied in the hands of the
disciples. Miracles of healing were, as a ruletantaneous. In one instance the Lord puts clayhen t
blind man’s eyes, and sends him to wash, but lemgthe operation as much as you like, it is sahy
briefly summed up in, “I washed and do see.” Yonpralytic man is lying on his bed. Jesus says to
him, “Take up your bed and walk,” and he does sonae! The leprosy was cured with a touch, devils
fled at a word, ears were unstopped instantly, \atidered limbs restored. He spoke to the waves and
the winds and they were calm at once!

And as to the resurrections which Christ workedicWwlare His acted parables of regeneration, they
were all instantaneous. Jesus took the littlelgirthe hand, and saidT abitha cumi. She opened her
eyes and sat up! He bade the bier stand still aohwas the young man; He said—“Young man, | say
unto you, arise’—and he arose straightway! Evenctireass of Lazarus, which had begun to corrupt,
yielded at once to His word. He did but say, “Lasarcome forth,” and there was Lazarus! As the Mas-
ter worked on men’s bodies, so does He constarihk wpon men’s souls! And it is according to anal-
ogy to expect that His works will be instantanedsisch they constantly are, for are they not dady b
fore us? We might also look for many instancesiweiimess if we consider the work itself. If it isow
thy to be called a resurrection, there must mattyfée a time in which the dead man ceases to bd,de
and becomes alive. Take the opposite process nfigdyive commonly say that such a man was long in
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dying. That is a popular description, but strigpeaking, the actual death must be instantaneoeiss t
is a time in which there is breath in the body, andther time in which there is none. So must iinbe
the reception of life! That life may seem to conyesbow degrees into the soul, but it cannot reby
so—there must be anstantup to which there was no life, and beyond whiéh tiegan. Is not that self-
evident? Isn’t it wonderful that that instant stabfik itself on the memory, and in many cases lee th
most prominent fact in a man’s whole history? kadled a creation!

Now creation is necessarily a work which happeraniinstant, for a thing either is or is not. There
iS no intervening space between non-existence aisteace; there is the sharpest conceivable line be
tween that which is not and that which is. So i tlew creation there must be a time when divineegra
is not received, and a time when it is received|, @ may naturally expect that in so grand a wheke
would be, in many cases, a marked boundary linehath the work begins. But, brothers and sistees, w
need not talk of what we migkkpect—et us look at the facts! What are the facts alloetconversions
mentioned in Scripture? We hear much of educatipnatesses which supersede conversion, but they
are among the many inventions unknown to aposhaditory! The bishop tells us that he does not &nd
single case in the Bible at all resembling the adskohn Bunyan. It is very curious how very diéfetly
we read. | at once turn to Paul, but the bishog $&ul is not a case in point, for he did not feelbur-
den of sin fall off his back. | cannot guess how thshop knows what Paul endured during his three
days’ blindness, but my own notion, gathered frcaml3, after saying and doing, is very differenter
man was one moment an opponent of Christ, andeékemoment was crying, “Who are You, Lord?”
For three days he was blind and fasted; was hehmit, feeling the power of the law, and castingyaw
his own righteousness? And when Ananias came lthitelmore fully the gospel, and to bid him arise
and be baptized, was there no removal of sin?

Did he remain as before? There are two things spoke-he was to be baptized, and also to receive
another and spiritual washing; was the first raal] not the second? The apostle always speak® of th
whole thing as if he had cast away his own righteess, counting it but dung, to lay hold on Christ.
And he continually glories in having peace with Gtiwbugh he did not claim perfection in the flekh;
had not attained perfection, but he had attainbsan! He calls himself the chief of sinners, lbhis
was as a retrospect—surely Bishop Fraser doeseatly rmean to insinuate that the great apostle stil
remained the chief of sinners? If so, | must sa&yriorality of his teaching is not such as one waxid
pect from him. Some have said that Paul’'s caseseaial and solitary one. But this is an error,He
says, himself, that Jesus Christ in him showedhfalitlong-sufferingor a pattern to them which should
hereafter believe on Him to life everlasti(iy Tim 1:15, 16). That which is patternis not a special
case! Though the Lord does not always work to gepain details, yet the case of Paul suddenly con-
verted is the pattern, rather than the exception!

Let us look at other instances. A Samaritan wonwames to the well to draw water. Christ speaks to
her. She is converted and goes away to tell the ahéme city. Is not that a case of sudden conwvefsi
Zaccheus is in a tree—he is a rich publican, asthiaer. Jesus cries, “Zaccheus, make haste and come
down.” He comes down, receives Jesus into his h@mkproves his salvation by his works. Is not tha
a sudden conversion? Matthew sits at the receimusfom, another publican and sinner. Jesus says,
“Follow Me.” He rises and follows Jesus. Is nottthaudden conversion? Three thousand persons gath-
er at Pentecost. Peter preaches to them, andhefis that Jesus, whom they had murdered, was really
the Christ of God. They are pricked in the healiey believe and are baptized on the same day. Have
we not here 3,000 sudden conversions? Sudden ertougtove my point! Further on, the jailer has
gone to his bed, having fastened Paul and Sildalserstocks. His prisoners pray and sing praises unt
God. There is an earthquake; the jailer in alan@scr'What must | do to be saved?” He believesein J
sus, then and there, and is baptized with hisaaiehousehold. Are not these “at all analogouddion
Bunyan’s Pilgrim” and his losing his load? It rgadeems to me as if it would be much more diffi¢alt
find agradual conversion in Scripture than a sudden one, foe tlegy come, one after another, men and
women brought to Jesus Christ who knew Him not teef;mn whom the Scripture is fulfilled—“l am
found of them that sought Me not.”
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Furthermore, we need not go back to Scripturetis: fThe matter of the conversion of souls is one
about which | feel it a weariness to argue, becadlisse wonders of divine grace happen daily before
our eyes. It is like trying to prove that the sises in the morning. By the space of 20 years these
certainly never occurred to me a single week, amight with truthfulness say scarcely a solitary,da
in which | have not heard of persons being condebiye the simple preaching of the gospel either here
or elsewhere when | have borne witness for Chiistl these conversions have been in far the greater
majority of instances, very clear and well-defin&dmetimes the children of godly parents who have
been long hearing the word are converted, andemtthe inward change is as marked as if they had
never heard the gospel before! Infidels becomesbets! Romanists forsake their priests! Harlots be-
come chaste; drunks leave their cups, and whatimlly remarkable, Pharisees leave their self-
righteous pride and come as sinners to Jesus! WMys were the proper time and place, | might say
you now assembled, “Brothers and sisters, you vawe lexperienced a great change and know that you
have experienced it, and can tell how it came glsiahd up”—and you would rise in numbers like a
host and declare—"Thus and thus, God met with ukeuthe preaching of His truth, and thus did He
turn us from darkness to His marvelous light!” lwa to God that every man who hears me this day
had received such a distinct conversion that itld/dse so plain to him that he was a new creatinag, t
he could no more doubt it than he can doubt histerce!

[Il. Thirdly, THIS CHANGE IS RECOGNIZABLE BY CERTAIN SISS. It has been supposed by
some that the moment a man is converted he thimksetf perfect; it is not so among us, for we ques-
tion the conversion of any man who thinks himselffect. It is thought by others that a convertech ma
must be henceforth free from all doubts. | wisWétre so. Unhappily, although there is faith inws)e-
lief is there, also. Some dream that the convemed has nothing more to seek—but we don’t teach
that—a man who is alive unto God has greater ndets ever! Conversion is the beginning of a life-
long conflict; it is the first blow in a warfare which will nevend till we are in glory!

In every case of conversion there are these foligwgigns. There is alwaygssense of sinNo man,
rest assured, ever found peace with God withaosit fi@gpenting of sin, and knowing it to be an evihg.

The horrors which some have felt are not esserdla full confession of sin before God, and an ac
knowledgment of our guilt is absolutely require@he whole,” says Christ, “have no need of a physi-
cian, but they that are sick; | came not to cadl tighteous but sinners to repentance.” Christ s
heal those who are not sick! He never clothes thds® are not naked, nor enriches those who are not
poor! True conversiomalwayshas in it a humbling sense of the need of divirecg. It is also always
attended with simple, true and réaith in Jesus Christ. In fact, that is the King's owarky and without

it nothing is of any worth. “Like as Moses liftegh the serpent in the wilderness, even so mustdime S
of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Hinogld not perish, but have everlasting life.” Athéit
passage is put side by side with, “you must be {agiin,” in the same address, by the same sawior, t
the same inquirer! Therefore we gather tlagth is the mark of the new birth, and where it isréhthe
Spirit has changed the heart of man; but wheenbt, men are still, “dead in trespasses and sin.”

Conversion may be known, next, by this fact, thahanges thevholeman. It changes the principle
upon which he lives. He lived for self; now he bvier God. He did right because he was afraid of pu
ishment if he did wrong; but now he shuns evil bseahehatesit. He did right because he hoped to
merit heaven, but now no such selfish motive swagg he knows that he is saved, and he does right
out of gratitude to God! His objectives in life arleanged; he lived for gain, or worldly honor; nbes
lives for the glory of God! His comforts are chadgéhe pleasures of the world and sin are nothing t
him; he finds his comfort in the love of God shéxcad in his heart by the Holy Spirit. His desiaes
changed; that which he once panted and pined &rs Imow content to do without; and that which he
once despised, he now longs after as the hart pftetsthe water brooks! His fears are differem;no
longer fears man, but fears his God. His hopesglarealtered; his expectations fly beyond the stars

“He looks for a city which hands have not piled.

He pants for a country by sin undefiled.”
The man has begun a new life! A convert once s&ither the world is altered, or else | am.” Every-
thing seems new! The very faces of our childrerk Iddferent to us, for we regard them under a new
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aspect, viewing them as heirs of immortality! Wewiour friends from a different standpoint; ouryer
business seems altered; even taking down the shuttéhe morning is done by the husband in a diffe
ent spirit, and the children are put to bed byrttather in another mood! We learn to sanctify thenha
mer and the plow by serving the Lord with them! Wel that the things which are seen are shadows—
and the things which we hear are but voices outreémland. But thenseenis substantial, and that
which mortal ears hear not is the truth of God!

Faith has become to us “the substance of thingethty, the evidence of things not seen.” | may go
on to talk about this, but none will understand exeept those who have experienced it—so let not
those who haveaot experienced it say it is not true. How do theywfAdHow can a man bear witness to
what he hasiot seen? What is the value of testimony from a man bégins by saying, “I know noth-
ing about it"? If a credible witness declares thatknows such a thing to have happened, it would be
easy to find 50 persons who can say that theyaidee it, but their evidence goes for nothing. Heee
men of position, quite as keen in business, angl @bjudge between fact and fiction as other maey t
tell you solemnly that they have, themselves, eepeed a wonderful, thorough, and total change of
nature. Surely if their honest testimony would akeh in any court of law it ought to be taken irsth
case! Brethren, | pray that we may know what thiange is, and if we do know it, | again pray that w
may so live that others may see the result of anupur characters, and inquire what it means. Hee p
nomena of conversion are the standing miraclebethurch! “Greater things than these shall yot do,
said Christ, “because | go to My Father.” And thase some of the greater things which the power of
the Holy Spirit still performs! This day the deark aaised, blind eyes are opened, and the lame are
made to walk! Thespiritual miracle is greater than the physical one! Thes#sal miracles show that
Jesus lives, and puts life and power into the dogpl me of a ministry which never reclaims the
drunk, never calls back the thief to honesty, ngxdis down the self-righteous and makes him canfes
his sin, that, in a word, never transforms its Bes+and | am sure that such a ministry is not wtréh
time which men spend in listening to it! Woe une tman who at the last shall confess to a ministry
fruitless in conversions!

If the gospel does not convert men, do not beliavi¢! But if it does, it is its own evidence, and
must be believed. It may be to some of you a stinglidlock and to others foolishness, but unto those
who believe, it is the power of God unto salvatisaying them from sin! Beloved hearers, may we all
meet in heaven! But to meet in heaven we musteatebewed, for inside yonder gates of pearl none ca
enter but those who are new creatures in ChrisisJesr Lord! God bless you, for Christ's sake. Amen
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