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A SERMON
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BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“Your own salvation.”
Philippians 2:12.

WE select the wordSyour own salvation,”as our text this morning, not out of any singujaror
from the slightest wish that the brevity of thettekould surprise you; but because our subject veill
the more clearly before you if only these threedgasre announced. If | had nominally taken the @hol
verse | could not have attempted to expound it euttdistracting your attention from the topic which
now weighs upon my heart. O that the divine Spmaty bring home to each one of your minds the un-
speakable importance of “your own salvation!”

We have heard it said by hearers that they confistém to us, and we talk to them upon subjects in
which they have no interest. You will not be aldentake this complaint today, for we shall speakyonl
of “your own salvation,” and nothing can more camcgou. It has sometimes been said that preachers
frequently select very unpractical themes; no solojection can be raised today, for nothing can be
more practical than this; nothing more necessaay tio urge you to see to “your own salvation.” We
have even heard it said that ministers delightifficdlt subjects, paradoxical dogmas, and mysigsio
surpassing comprehension, but assuredly we wilp keeplain sailing this morning! No sublime doc-
trines, no profound questions shall perplex yow gball only be called on to consider “your owrvaal
tion”; a very homely theme, and a very simple dng, for all that, the weightiest that can be brdugh
before you. | shall also seek after simple wordsl jplain sentences to suit the simplicity and plass
of the subject, that there may be no thought wieattatsout the speakel@anguage, but only concerning
this one topic, “your own salvation.” | ask you, ab reasonable men and women who would not injure
or neglect yourselves, to lend me your most serattention; chase away the swarming vanities which
buzz around you, and let each one think for himgptin his “own salvation.” O may the Spirit of God
set each one of you apart in a mental solitudecandpel you, each one, to face the truth of God con-
cerning his own state! Each man apart; each womart;ahe father apart, and the child apart: may yo
now come before the Lord in solemn thought, and mathing occupy your attention but this—"Your
own salvation.”

I. We will begin this morning’s meditation by notingHE MATTER UNDER CONSIDERA-
TION—salvation!

Salvation! A great word, not always understoodemfharrowed down, and its very marrow over-
looked. Salvation! This concerns everyone heregmt¢dVe all fell in our first parent; we have a#rp
sonally sinned; we shall all perish unless we Batlation. The word salvation contains withiméliv-
erance from the guilt of our past sind/e have broken God’s law, each one of us, motessrflagrant-
ly; we have all wandered the downward road, thoegth has chosen a different way. salvation brings
to us the blotting out of the transgressions ofghst, acquittal from criminality, purging from ajlilt,
that we may stand accepted before the great jufpat man or woman in their sober senses will deny
that forgiveness is an unspeakably desirable lnig3si

But salvation means more than that—it includeBverance from the power of siNaturally we are
all fond of evil, and we run after it greedily; \@ee the bond slaves of iniquity, and we love thedage.
This last is the worst feature of the case, butrwsedvation comes, it delivers the man from the grow
of sin; he learns that it is evil, and he regatdssisuch; he loathes it and repents that he leseen in
love with it. He turns his back upon it, becomésotigh God’s Spirit, the master of his lusts, pghts
flesh beneath his feet, and rises into the libeftthe children of God! Alas, there are many whondo
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care for this—if this is salvation, they would rgve a farthing for it! They love their sins; thesjoice

to follow the devices and imaginations of their oagrrupt hearts. Yet be assured, this emancipation
from bad habits, unclean desires, and carnal passsothe main point in salvation, and if it is ooirs,
salvation in its other branches is not, and cabeatnjoyed by us. Dear hearer, do you possssation
from sin? Have you escaped the corruption whidh ke world through lust? If not, what have you to
do with salvation? To any right-minded man or won@aliverance from unholy principles is regarded
as the greatest of all blessings. Whatydothink of it?

Salvation includesleliverance from the present wrath of Getich abides upon the unsaved man
every moment of his life. Every person who is ugieen is the object of divine wrath. “God is angry
with the wicked every day; if he turns not, He withet His sword.” “He who believes not is con-
demned already, because he has not believed imathe of the only-begotten Son of God.” | frequently
hear the statement that this is a state of promatios is a great mistake, for our probation @l
since passed. Sinners have been tried and fouinel tmworthy; they have been “weighed in the balanc-
es,” and “found wanting.” If you have not believiedJesus, condemnation already rests upon you; you
are reprieved for a while, but your condemnatioreisorded. Salvation takes a person from under the
cloud of divine wrath and reveals to him the divioee. He can then say, “O God, | will praise You;
though You were angry with me, Your anger is turagdy and You comfort me.” Oh, it is not hell
hereafter which is the only thing a sinner hasetar;fit is the wrath of God which rests upon himvho
To be unreconciled to God now is an awful thinghttve God's arrow pointed at you as it is at this
moment, even though it flies not from the string/asis a terrible thing! It is enough to make yoem-
ble from head to foot when you learn that you aestarget of Jehovah'’s wrath; “He has bent His bow,
and made it ready.” Every soul that is unreconcite@od by the blood of His Son is in the gall af b
terness, but salvation at once sets us free frasrsthte of danger and alienation; we are therongdr
the “children of wrath, even as others,” but aradenahildren of God and joint-heirs with Christ Jesu
What can be conceived more precious than this?

And then we, lastly, receive that part of salvatwmich ignorant persons put first, and make to be
the whole of salvation—in consequence of our béielgered from the guilt of sin, and from the power
of sin, and from the present wrath of God, we agelvered from the future wrath of Godnto the ut-
termost will that wrath descend upon the souls ehmwhen they leave the body and stand before their
Maker's bar if they depart this life unsaved! Te avithout salvation is to enter into damnation! \ihe
death leaves us, there God’'s judgment finds us, aviiere His judgment finds us,
eternity will hold us forever and ever. “He whdfilghy, let him be filthy still,” and he who is wtehed
as a punishment for being filthy, shall lhepelessly wretched still! Salvation delivers tbeldrom go-
ing down into the pit of hell, we, being justifiedre no longer liable to punishment because waare
longer chargeable with guilt. Christ Jesus borevingth of God that we might never bear it; He has
made a full atonement to the Justice of God forsthe of all believers. Against him who believé®re
remains no record of guilt; his transgressionsbémtied out, for Christ Jesus has finished trarssjom,
made an end of sin, and brought in everlastingteimsness. What a comprehensive word, then, is
this—"“salvation!” It is a triumphant deliveranceoin the guilt of sin, from the dominion of it, frothe
curse of it, from the punishment of it, and ultieigtirom the very existence of it! Salvation is theath
of sin, its burial, its annihilation, yes, and try obliteration of its memory, for thus says theed—
“Their sins and their iniquities will | remember nwore.”

Beloved hearers, | am sure that this is the weeghtiheme | can bring before you, and therefore |
cannot be content unless | see that it grasps gdihalds you fast. | pray you give earnest heetthito
most pressing of all subjects; if my voice and veocdnnot command your full attention, | could wigh
be dumb that some other pleader might, with wigeresh, draw you to a close consideration of this
matter! Salvation appears to me to be of the iimgtortance, when | think of what it is in itselfydfor
this reason | have at the outset set it forth leef@ur eyes. But you may be helped to remembeaalts
ue if you consider that God the Father thinks highfl salvation; it was on His mind before ever the
earth was; He thinks salvation a lofty businessHe gave His Son that He might save rebellious sin
ners. Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten, thinks salvanost important for He bled, He died to accom-
plish it! Shall | argue with that which cost Him dHiife? If He came from heaven to earth, shall | be
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slow to look from earth to heaven? Shall that whaobkt the Savior a life of zeal, and a death ohggo
be of small account with me? By the bloody swedBethsemane, by the wounds of Calvary, | beseech
you be assured that salvation must be worthy of ighest and most anxious thoughts! It could reot b
that God the Father, and God the Son should thk® maommon sacrifice—the one giving His Son,
and the other giving Himself for salvation, and gelvation should be a light and trivial thing! THely
Spirit thinks it no trifle, for He condescends tonk continually in the new creation that He maynpri
about salvation; He is often vexed and grieved,Hetcontinues still His abiding labors that He may
bring many sons to glory. Despise not what the Hgyyrit esteems, lest you despise the Holy Spirit
Himself! The sacred Trinity thinks much of salvation; letnag neglect it. | beseech you who have gone
on trifling with salvation to remember that we whave to preach to you dare not trifle with it! The
longer I live, the more | feel that if God does nohke me faithful as a minister, it had been bdter
me never to have been born; what a thought that ket as a watchman to warn your souls, and if |
warn you not aright, your blood will be laid at dgor! My own damnation will be terrible enough, but
to have your blood upon my head as well! God sayeome of His ministers from being found guilty of
the souls of men; every preacher of the gospel emawith David, “Deliver me from blood-guiltiness,
O God, God of my salvation!”

Do you think, O careless hearers, that God’s Chaartsiders salvation to be a little matter? Earnest
men and women, by thousands, are praying day aid for the salvation of others, and are laboring,
too, and making great sacrifices, and are willmgniake many more, if they may, by any means, bring
some to Jesus and His salvation. Surely, if gracioen, and wise men, think salvation to be so im-
portant, you who have up to now neglected it, ouglthange your minds upon the matter, and act with
greater care for your own interests!

The angels think it a weighty business. Bowing fribwgir thrones, they watch for repenting sinners,
and when they hear that a sinner has returnedst&bod, they waken anew their golden harps and pour
forth fresh music before the throne, for “thergoig in the presence of the angels of God over amees
that repents.” It is also certain that devils thgdtvation to be a great matter, for their arclidgagoes
about seeking whom he may devour; they never tirgeieking men’s destruction! They know how
much salvation glorifies God, and how terrible then of souls is, and therefore they compass seda an
land if they may destroy the sons of men. Oh, ypm@u, careless hearer, be wise enough to dread tha
fate which your cruel enemy, the devil, would glaskécure for you! Remember too that lost soulskthin
salvation important. The rich man, when he washis world, thought highly of nothing but his barns
and the housing of his produce; but when he caneethe place of torment, then he said—“Father
Abraham, send Lazarus to my father’s house, f@avitive brothers: that he may testify unto thesst |
they also come into this place of torment.” Logtlsesee things in another light than that whichztkk
them here! They value things at a different ratenfivhat we do here, where sinful pleasures anti-eart
ly treasures dim the mental eygaray you then, by the blessed Trinity, by the tearg prayers of holy
men, by the joy of angels and glorified spirits, the malice of devils, and the despair of the lost—
awaken yourselves from slumber, and neglect nstgteat salvation!

| shall not depreciate anything that concerns yoelfare, but | shall steadfastly assert that nathin
so much concerns any one of you as salvation. ¥ealth, by all means, let the physician be fetahed
you are sick; care well for diet and exercise, alh@danitary laws; look wisely to your constitutiand
its peculiarities; but what does it matter, aftiirta have possessed a healthy body if you haperish-
ing soul? Wealth, yes, if you must have it, thoygh shall find it an empty thing if you set yourane
upon it; prosperity in this world, earn it if yoart do so fairly, but, “what shall it profit a m&rhie shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Adguol coffin will be a poor compensation for a
damned soul! To be cast away from God’s presence—ttat misery be lessened by mountains of
treasure? Can the bitterness of the man’s deasfwbetened by the thought that the wretch was once a
millionaire, and that his wealth could affect thelifies of nations? No, there is nothing in headth
wealth comparable to salvation! Nor can honor apltation bear a comparison with it; truly they are
but baubles, and yet for all that they have a gidiascination for the soul of men. Oh, sirs, iEmv
harp string in the world should resound your glariand every trumpet should proclaim your fame,
what would it matter if a louder voice should sdyepart from Me, you cursed, into everlasting fire,
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prepared for the devil and his angels”? Salvatalvation!SALVATION! Nothing on earth can match

it, for the merchandise of it is better than sijvand the gain thereof than fine gold! The possessf

the whole universe would be no equivalent to adostl for the awful damage it has sustained and mus
sustain forever. Pile up the worlds, and let théhthie balance—yes, bring as many worlds as tlaeee
stars, and heap up the scale on the one side;nhimns other scale place a single soul endowetl wit
immortality, and it outweighs the whole! Salvatidwbthing can be likened unto it! May we feel its-un
utterable value, and therefore seek it till we passt in its fullness!

Il. But now we must advance to a second point of cenaitbn, and | pray God the Holy Spirit to
press it upon us, and that is, WHOSE MATTER IS W@ have seen what the matter is—salvation.
Now, consider whose it iS¥Your own salvation.” At this hour nothing else is to occumur thoughts
but this intensely personal matter, and | beseeelidbly Spirit to hold your minds fast to this qmant.

If you are saved, it will be “your own salvatiorghd you yourself will enjoy it. If you are not save
the sin you now commit is your own sin, the guiuy own guilt. The condemnation under which you
live, with all its disquietude and fear, or witH & callousness and neglect is your own; all yown.
You may share in other men’s sins, and other mepheaome participators in yours, but a burden lies
on your own back which none besides can touch w@rith of his fingers; there is a page in God’s Book
where your sins are recorded unmingled with thasgeessions of your fellows. Now, beloved, you
must obtain for all this sin a personal pardonyan are undone forever! No other can be washed in
Christ’s blood for you; no one can believe andhistfaith stand instead of your faith; the very [sog-
tion of human sponsorship in religion is monstrovdsu mustyourselfrepentyourselfbelieve,yourself
be washed in the blood, or else ymuthere is no forgiveness, no acceptance, no adypimregenera-
tion! It is all apersonalmatter through and through—"your own salvationfiist be, or it will be your
own eternal ruin!

Reflect anxiously that you must personally die;ame imagines that another can die for him; no
man can redeem his brother or give to God a ran3tmough that iron gate | must pass alone, and so
must you; dying will have to be our own personasibass. And in that dying we shall have either per-
sonal comfort or personal dismay. When death is, gadsation is still our “own salvation,” for ifam
saved,my “eyes shall see the King in His beauty: they shalhold the land that is very far off.” My
eyes shall see Him, and not another on my behatf!bkbther’s head is to wear your crown; no
stranger’s hand to wave your palm; no sister's dgegaze for you upon the beatific vision, and no
sponsor’s heart to be filled as your proxy with #ustatic bliss. There is a personal heaven fopéne
sonal believer in the Lord Jesus Christ; it mustibgou possess it, “your own salvation.” But by
have it not, reflect again that it will be your owamnation!No one will be condemned for you! No
other can bear the hot thunderbolts of Jehovahéshaon your behalf! When you shall say, “Hide me, O
rocks; conceal me, O mountains,” no one will spifiogvard and say, “You can cease to be accursed,
and | will become a curse for you.” Today theraisubstitute for everyone who believes—Gaals
pointedsubstitute, the Christ of God; but if that sulsi@in is not accepted by you, there can never be
another, and there remains only j@u a personal casting away to suffer personal pamgour own
soul, and in your own bodgrever! This then makes it a most solemn business. O be and look well
to “your own salvation!”

You may be tempted today and very likely you aréotget your own salvation by thoughts of other
people. We are all so apt to look abroad in thistenaand not to look at home. Let me pray youeto r
verse the process, and let everything which hasenyad neglect your own vineyard be turned to the
opposite account and lead you to begin at home,saedo “your own salvation.” Perhaps you dwell
among the saints of God, and you have been rafii¢o dind fault with them, though for my part Irca
say these are the people | desire to live with @esire to die with—"your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.” But O, if you live among thants, ought it not to be your business to see to
“your own salvation™? See that you are truly ongh@m, not merely written in their church-book, but
really engraved upon the palms of Christ's hands;anfalse professor, but a real possessor; natra m
wearer of the name of Christ, but a bearer of #eine of Christ! If you live in a gracious famileb
afraid lest you should be divided from them forevdow could you endure to go from a Christian
household to the place of torment? Let the angatiesaints lead you to be anxious; let their praye
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drive you to prayer; let their example rebuke ysiar, and their joys entice you to their Savior; &2 $0

this! But perhaps you live mostly among ungodly memd the tendency of your conversation with the
ungodly is to make you think as they do of thddsf and vanities, and wickedness of this life.rioo

let it be so—on the contrary, say, “O God, thougtm placed among these people, yet gather not my
soul with sinners, or my life with bloody men. lrae avoid the sins into which they fall, and the @mp
itence of which they are guilty. Save me, | prayuY® my God; save me from the transgressions which
they commit.”

Perhaps today some of your minds are occupied thidhghts of the dead who have lately fallen
asleep. There is a little one unburied at homéhere is a father not yet laid in the grave. Ohewlou
weep for those who have gone to heaven, think otifyown salvation,” and weep for yourselves, for
you have parted with them forever unless you avedaYou have said, “Farewell” to those beloved
ones eternallyfarewell, unless you yourselves believe in Je8asl. if any of you have heard of persons
who have lived in sin, and died in blasphemy, amdlast, | pray you think not of them carelesslstle
you also suffer the same doom—for what ghgsSavior—“Suppose you that these were sinnergeabo
all the sinners? 1 tell you, No: but except youenap you shall all likewise perish.” It seems to aeif
everything on earth, and everything in heaven, aretything in hell, yes, and God Himself calls upon
you to seek “your own salvation” first and foremastd above all other things.

It may be profitable to mention some persons upbom this theme needs much pressing. | will
begin at home. There is great need to urge thisemapon official Christians, such as | am, suclmas
brothers, the deacons and elders are. If therarargoersons who are likely to be deceived, it aséh
who are called by their office to act as sheph&vdbe souls of others. Oh, my beloved, it is ssydar
me to imagine, because | am a minister, and haweab with holy things, that therefore | am safe! |
pray | may never fall into that delusion, but méways cling to the cross as a poor, needy sinreting
in the blood of Jesus. Brother ministers, co-wakand officials of the church—do not imagine that
office can save you! The son of perdition was ansdp—qgreater than we are in office, and yet & thi
hour he is greater in destruction! See to it, ydwwre numbered among the leaders of Israel, that y
yourselves, are saved!

Unpractical doctrinalists are another class of gessvho need to be warned to see to their own sal-
vation. When they hear a sermon, they sit withrtheuths open, ready to snap at half a mistake; the
make a man an offender for a word, for they coreliémselves to be the standards of orthodoxy, and
they weigh up the preacher as he speaks with as mnmness as if they had been appointed deputy
judges for the great King Himself! Oh, sir, weigbuyself! It may be a great thing to be sound in the
head, in the faith—but it is a greater thing tosbend in théheart! | may be able to split a hair between
orthodoxy and heterodoxy, and yet may have no martlot in the matter; you may be a very sound
Calvinist, or you may happen to think soundnessiheanother direction, but, oh, it is nothing—sitass
than nothing unless your souls feel the power eftthth of God, and you yourselves are born-again!
See to “your own salvation,” you wise men in thigele who have not the Spirit.

So, too, certain persons who are always given timasi speculations need warning. When they read
the Bible, it is not to find whether they are sawedot, but to know whether we are under the tbird
fourth vial, when the millennium is going to be,wanat is the Battle of Armageddon. Ah, siearch out
all these things if you have time and skill, bubkato your own salvation first! The book of Revela-
tion—blessed is he that understands it, but nasslfirst of all, he understands this, “He whadwels
and is baptized shall be saved.” The greatest dactthe symbols and mysteries of the Apocalypse
shall be as certainly cast away as the most ighouatess he has come to Christ and rested hisiisoul
the atoning work of our great substitute.

| know some who greatly need to look to their owatvation; | refer to those who are always criti-
cizing others; they can hardly go to a place ofskigr but what they are observing their neighborésd
or conduct. Nobody is safe from their remarks—they such keen judges, and make such shrewd ob-
servations. You fault-finders and talebearers, lmwkyour own salvation!” You condemned a minister
the other day for a supposed fault, and yet hedsaa servant of God who lives near his Master; who
are you, sir, to use your tongue against such aer®? The other day a poor humble Christian aas t
object of your gossip and your slander, to the vadign of her heart; oh, see to yourself, see to geltir
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If those eyes which look outward so piercingly wbsbmetimes look inward, they might see a sight
which would blind them with horror! Blessed horibit led them to turn to the Savior who would open
those eyes afresh, and grant them to see His gaiVat

| might also say that in this matter of lookingpersonal salvation, it is necessary to speak teesom
who have espoused certain great public designgstl kam as ardent a Protestant as any man libig,
| know too many red-hot Protestants who are bti¢ liietter than Romanists! Though the Romanists of
old might have burnt them, they would certainly hiibld toleration from Romanists today, if they
could, and therein | see not a pin to choose betwee two bigots. Zealous Protestants, | agree with
you, but | warn you that your zeal in this matteif wot save you, or stand in the place of personal god-
liness. Many an orthodox Protestant will be fountha left hand of the great Judge, and you, tdm w
are forever agitating this and that public questlomould say to you, “Leave politics alone tillyoown
inward politics are settled on a good foundatiorou are a radical reformer! You could show us a sys
tem of political economy which would right all owmrongs, and give to every man his due; then | pray
you right you own wrongs, reform yourself, yielduyself to the love of Jesus Christ, or what will it
mean to you, though you knew how to balance tharafbf nations, and to regulate gmeangement of
all classes of society, if you yourself shall bevioh away like chaff before the winnowing fan of the
Lord? God grant us grace then, whatever else we dgkwith, to keep it in its proper place, and make
our “calling and election sure.”

lIl. And now, thirdly, and O, for grace to speak aridgtghall try to ANSWER CERTAIN OBJEC-
TIONS. | think | hear somebody say, “Well, but doyou believe inpredestinationAVhat have we to
do with looking to our own salvation? Is it not &ked?” You fool, for | can scarcely answer yoll ki
have given you your right title! Was it not fixechether you should get wet or not in coming to this
place? Why, then, did you bring your umbrella? Isat fixed whether you shall be nourished withdoo
today or shall go hungry? Why, then, will you garfeand eat your dinner? Is it not fixed whether you
shall live or not tomorrow? Will you, therefore,tgtour throat? No, you do not reason so wickedty, s
foolishly from destiny in reference to anything bybur own salvation!” And you know it is not reaso
ing, it is just mere talk. Here is all the answaeuill give you, and all you deserve.

Another says, “I have a difficulty about this loogito our own salvation. Do you not believefuii
assurance?Are there not some who know that they are savgdrzkall doubt?” Yes, blessed be God, |
hope there are many such now present! But let thgae who these areot! These ar@ot persons who
are afraid to examine themselves. If | meet with sman who says, “I have no need to examine myself;
| know | am saved, and therefore have no needki® aay further care,” | would venture to say to him
“Sir, you are lost already! This strong delusionyotirs has led you to believe a lie.” There areensm
cautious as those who possess full assurancehareldre none who have so much holy fear of sinning
against God, nor who walk so tenderly and carefafiythose who possess the full assurance of faith.
Presumption isiot assurance, though, alas, many think so. No fidgueed believer will ever object to
being reminded of the importance of his own sabrati

But a third objection arises. “This is vesglfish” says one, “You have been exhorting us to look to
ourselves, and that is sheer selfishness.” Yegpacosay; but let me tell you it is a kind of sdifiess
that is absolutelypecessarypefore you can benselfish!A part of salvation is to be delivered from self-
ishness, and | am selfish enough to desire to beeded from selfishness. How can you be of any ser
vice to others if you are not savgaurself? A man is drowning; | am on London Briddé;spring from
the parapet and can swim, | can save him. But sg@poannot swim—can | render any service by leap-
ing into sudden and certain death with the sinkiman? | am disqualified from helping him till 1 have
the ability to do so. There is a school over yondesll, the first inquiry of him who is to be theaster
must be, “Do | know myself, that which | professt@éach?” Do you call that inquiry selfish? Surdlisi
a most unselfish selfishness, grounded upon consanse! Indeed, the man who is not so selfish as to
ask himself, “Am | qualified to act as a teachen®uld be guilty of gross selfishness in putting batf
into an office which he was not qualified to fillwill suppose an illiterate person going into sehool
and saying, “I will be master here, and take thg,"oand yet he cannot teach the children to read or
write. Would he not be very selfish in not seeiadhis own fitness? But surely it is not selfishnéss
would make a man stand back and say, “No, | mustdio to school myself, otherwise it is but a mock
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ery of the children for me to attempt to teach tre@mthing.” This is not selfishness, then, wherkeab
at aright, which makes us see to our own salvatanit is the basis from which we operate for go®d
of others.

I\V. Having answered these objections, | shall for auteinattempt to RENDER SOME ASSIS-
TANCE to those who would gladly be right in the tigsngs.

Has the Holy Spirit been pleased to make anyone é&mest about his own salvation? Friend, | will
help you to answer two questions. Ask yourselgtfirAm | saved?” | would help you to reply to that
very quickly. If you are saved this morning, yoe #ne subject of a work within you; as says the, tex
“Work out your own salvation, for it is God whichovks in you.” You cannot work it in, but when God
works itin you, work it out! Have you a work of the Holy Spin your soul? Do you feel something
more than unaided human nature can attain unto® Maw a change worked in you from above? If so,
you are saved! Again, does your salvation rest lyhgdon Christ? He who hangs anywhere but upon
the cross hangs upon that which will deceive hingou stand upon Christ, you are on a rock, byoii
trust in the merits of Christ in part, and your omerits in part, then you have one foot on a rogk b
another on the quicksand! And you might as wellehlawth feet on the quicksand—for the result will be
the same—

“None but Jesus, none but Jesus

Can do helpless sinners good!”
You are not saved unless Christ is all in all imrysoul—Alpha and Omega, beginning and ending, firs
and last. Judge by this again—if you are saved,haue turned your back on sin; you have not I€ft of
sinning—would to God we could do so, but you hasfe dff loving sin. You sin not willfully, but from
infirmity, and you are earnestly seeking after God holiness. You have respect to God, you desire t
be like He, you are longing to be with Him; youcéas towards heaven. You are as a man who journeys
to the equator; you are feeling more and more tlwenanfluence of the heavenly heat and light. Nibw,
such is your course of life—that you walk not aftiee flesh, but after the Spirit, and bring fortte t
fruits of holiness, then you are saved! May yousvegr to that question be given in great honesty and
candor to your soul; be not too partial a judgeaiatede not that all is right because outward appear
es are fair. Deliberate before you return a favieraerdict; judge yourselves that you be not judded
would be better to condemn yourself and be accegft€&bd, than to acquit yourself and find your mis-
take at the last.

But suppose that question should have to be andvigrany here in the negative (and | am afraid it
must be), then let those who confess that theyatsaved hear the answer to another inquiry—“How
can | be saved?” Ah, dear hearer, | have not togbai huge volume, or a whole armful of folios tayo
and to say, “It will take you months and years molerstand the plan of salvation.” No, the way &l
the method simple! You shall be saved within thet moment if you believe! God’s work of salvation
is, as far as its commencement and essence isroed¢cénstantaneous! If you believe “that Jesubeas
Christ,” you are born of Godow! If you do now stand in spirit at the foot of thess, and view the In-
carnate God suffering, bleeding, and dying thene, ihas you look at Him your soul consents to have
Him for her Savior, and casts herself wholly on Hiyou are saved! How vividly there comes before
my memory this morning, the moment when | firstidnetd in Jesus! It was the simplest act my mind
every performed, and yet the most wonderful—forkody Spirit worked it in me! It was, by His grace,
simply to have done with reliance upon myself; aodndone with confidence in all but Jesus, an@so r
alone my undivided confidence in Him, and in what fthd done. My sin was in that moment forgiven
me, and | was saved, and may it all be so with youfriends, even with you, if you also trust therdl
Jesus! “Your own salvation” shdle secured by that one simple act of faith, anohfrow on, kept by
the power of God through faith unto salvation, ywhall tread the way of holiness till you come to be
where Jesus is in everlasting bliss! God grant tlméita soul may go out of this place unsaved! Even
you, little children, who are here—you youngstgi®sy young boys and girls—I pray that you may in
early life attend to “your own salvation.” faithm®t a grace for old people only; nor for your t&thand
mothers only! If your little hearts shall look tarilwho was the Holy Child Jesus, if you know b li
tle—yet, if you trust Him, salvation shall be yourgray that to you who are young, “your own salva

Volume 17 Tell someone today how much you love d&hrist. 7




8 Your Own Salvation Sermon #1003

tion” may become, while you are yet in your youdhmatter of joy because you have trusted it in the
hands of your Redeemer.

Now | must close—but one or two thoughts press Inmeust utter them before | sit down. | would
anxiously urge each person here to see to thisemaitthis own salvation. Do it, | pray you, andeiar-
nest, for no one can do it for you. | have asked o your soul, my hearer, and | pray | may hane a
answer of peace concerning you. But unless you @ap, vain are my prayers. You remember your
mother’s tears? Ah, you have crossed the oceae $imose days, and you have gone into the deeps of
sin! But you remember when you used to say youygrsaat her knee, and when she would lovingly say
“Amen,” and kiss her boy, and bless him, and pha¢ he might know his mother’s God? Those prayers
are ringing in the ears of God for you, but itrgpiossible that you can ever be saved unless didsod
you, “Behold,he prays!” Your mother’s holiness can only rise ugudgment to condemn your willful
wickedness unless you imitate it; your father'sneat exhortations shall but confirm the just secdenf
the judge unless you hearken to them, and yourselgasider and put your trust in Jesus. Oh, think,
each one of you—there is bome hope, and if that one hope is lost, it is gonever! Defeated in one
battle, a commander attempts another, and hopesi¢haay yet win the campaign. Your life is your
onefight, and if it is lost, it is lost forever! Thman who was bankrupt yesterday commences again in
business with good heart, and hopes that he magugeteed. But in the business of this mortal life,
you are found bankrupt, you are bankrupt foreverearer! | do therefore charge you by the Living God
before whom | stand, and before whom | may hawgwe an account of this day’'s preaching before an-
other day’s sun shall shine—I charge you see to gaun salvation! God help you that you may never
cease to seek God till you know by the witnesshef $pirit that you have, indeed, passed from death
unto life. See to it nownow. NOW! NOW!

This very day the voice of warning comes to certdigou from God with special emphasis because
you greatly need it—for your time is short. How mdrave passed into eternity during this week? You
may yourself be gone from the land of the livinddoe next Sunday. | suppose, according to the ealcu
lation of probabilities, out of this audience thare several who will die within a month; | am on-
jecturing now, but according to all probabilitiéese thousands cannot all meet again, even iba# A
mind to do so! Who, then, among us will be summoteethe unknown land? Will it be you, young
woman, who has been laughing at the things of Galidll it be yonder merchant who has not time
enough for religion? Shall it be you, my foreigrefrd, who has crossed the ocean to take a holiday?
Will you be carried back a corpse? | do implore yoimk of yourselves, all of you. You who dwell in
London will remember years ago when the cholergpsweough our streets—some of us were in the
midst of it, and saw many drop around us, as tharghten with an invisible but deadly arrow. That
disease is said to be on its way here again;siaid to be rapidly sweeping from Poland acros<ite-
tinent, and if it comes and seizes some of youyateready to depart? Even if that form of deatbsdo
not afflict our city, as | pray it may not, yetdeath always within our gates, and the pestileral&sain
darkness every night! Therefore consider your waysls says the Lord, and with His Word | conclude
this discourse—“Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.

PORTION OF SCRIPTURE READ BEFORE SERMON—HEBREWS 10:23-39.
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